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About Connection Groups 

The winter session of Virtual Connection Groups will begin the week of February 21, 2021 
(see course descriptions for specific dates).  

Course Title Facilitator Meeting Day & Time 
The Good Life Deacon Willie Boykin Mondays @ 6:00 p.m. 
Discerning the Voice of 
God 

Min. Monica Leak Saturdays @ 4:00 p.m. 

Defined: Who God Says 
You Are 

Sis. Antoinette Guidry Saturdays @ 9:00 a.m. 

Praying at the Crossroads Sis. Terri Robinson Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m. 
The 7 Rings of Marriage Min. DeMarcus & Sis. 

Bobbie Robinson/ Deacon 
Ron Ayers & Sis. Lori Ayers 

Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

Connection Groups for Children, Youth & Young Adults 
Defined: Who God Says 
You Are - Kids Editions 

Deaconess Monica 
Evans/Sis. Stacey Seay 

Mondays @ 5:30 p.m. 
 

Defined: Who God Says 
You Are – Teen & Young 
Adult Edition 

TBD TBD 

Space is limited, so register today to ensure that you can reserve a space in your 
desired class. Register at: https://tinyurl.com/fbcvgroups  

Once registered, you will receive Zoom links and any other information needed to 
prepare for your group. 

A limited number of textbooks are available for purchase at the church. The prices 
listed in the course description are the cost for purchase at the church. Books may also 
be purchased online at sources like: www.lifeway.com or www.amazon.com  

https://tinyurl.com/fbcvgroups
http://www.lifeway.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
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The Good Life: What Jesus Teaches  About Finding True Happiness 

Text: The Good Life: What Jesus Teaches About Finding True Happiness Bible Study Book 
by Dr. Derwin Gray (Cost: $15.00) 

Instructor: Deacon Willie Boykin 

Meeting Day & Time:  Mondays at 6 p.m. (February 22 & March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29)                                                                                

Description:  
Everyone wants to be happy. We spend our money, time, and energy chasing our 
version of the good life. And on the way, we run ourselves into physical, mental, and 
emotional exhaustion. But what if the happiness we’re all striving for isn’t the happiness 
we were created for? 
 
There is a better road to happiness, and it is found in the Beatitudes of Jesus. In this 
section of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus revealed the shocking, countercultural path 
to true flourishing. It comes not through wealth, fame, or laughter but through poverty, 
obscurity, and mourning. True happiness comes from a heart directed toward the 
kingdom of God and satisfied in Jesus the King. This small-group study demonstrates 
how Jesus taught us to search for, find, and hold on to the good life.
Session topics 
1) Happy are the Beggars 
2) Happy are Those Who Lament 
3) Happy are the Humble 
4) Happy are the Hungry and Thirsty 
5) Happy are the Merciful 
6) Happy are the Seers 
7) Happy are the Peacemakers 
8) Happy are the Persecuted 

Benefits 
• Find the good life available to those who know Jesus Christ. 
• Receive comfort from God and extend that comfort to others. 
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• Hunger and thirst for a deeper relationship with God through Christ. 
• Become a more merciful person as you extend the mercy of God to others. 
• Reflect on the timeless truths of the beatitudes. 
• See how God can use you as a peacemaker in your church and community.

Discerning the Voice of God 

Text: Discerning the Voice of God: How to Recognize When God Speaks by Patricia Shirer 
(Cost: $16.00) 

Instructor: Minister Monica Leak 

Meeting Day & Time: Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. (February 20, 27; March 6, 13, 20, 27) 

Description:  

Do you feel that the ability to hear God's voice is for other people and not for you? Is it only for 
people who lived in Biblical times? The God who loved you enough to die for you loves you 
enough to talk to you. And wherever you are in your spiritual walk, God will find a way to 
speak to you in a way you will understand. Become acquainted with the Voice that has 
spoken from a fire and a cloud, with visible signs and an invisible Spirit, through a burning bush 
and burning hearts. 

This resource will help you discover the root to clear and daily communication with God - 
humble obedience. Learn how surrender unlocks His many blessings intended for us, centers us 
in His will, and helps us discern His voice in everyday life.

Session Topics 

1. A Proactive Stance of Obedience  
2. The Holy Spirit  
3. The Holy Spirit’s Voice  
4. Reflective of His Heart   
5. Revealing of His Plans  
6. A Continual State of Readiness   
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7. Speak, Lord 
 

Benefits 

• Challenge yourself in the discipline of daily Bible Study 
• Gain practical advice for knowing and understanding God’s voice through His Word 
• Learn to recognize the Holy Spirit’s character, language, and tone of voice 
• Experience a deeper relationship with God, and strengthen your daily walk with Him 

 

Defined: Who God Says You Are 

Text: Defined: Who God Says You Are – Bible Study Book by Stephen Kendrick (Cost: 
$15.00) 

Facilitator: Sister Antoinette Guidry 

Meeting Date & Time: Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. (February 20, 27; March 6, 13, 20, 27) 

Description: 

When you introduce yourself to someone for the first time, you have an opportunity to 
define yourself. You disclose your name, profession, and interests. These factors help our 
culture define us, but are those answers enough? People are struggling in ten thousand 
ways because of identity issues. They can’t help but ask, who am I? and why do I 
matter? Can our culture really provide meaningful answers to those questions, or do we 
need something deeper and more significant? 

Before asking, who am I? we need to be able to answer, who is God? If we can’t 
answer the first question, we will never answer the second. The problem with our search 
for identity is that we are looking in all the wrong places. Scripture teaches that we are 
all made in the image of God. We do not define ourselves—the Creator does. We were 
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all created to be known and loved by God. Once those answers are clear, we can 
move forward and discover all God has called us to be.  

Session Topics 

1. Created by God  
2. Broken by Sin 
3. Transformed by the Gospel  
4. Who We Are in Christ  
5. What We Have in Christ  
6. Living Out Our Identity  
7. Walking in the Spirit  
8. Walking on Mission 

Benefits 

Answer the questions “Who is God?” and “Who am I?”  
• Define yourself by God’s standard.  
• Learn how sin has uniquely broken you.  
• Discover how you can be transformed by the gospel of Christ.  
• Understand what it means to be created for good works.  
• Develop a deeper appreciation for the Book of Ephesians.  
• Use the unique way God has gifted and created you to serve others.  
• Define yourself by the Creator’s call instead by a cultural identity.  
 

Praying at the Crossroads  

Text: Praying at the Crossroads: Learning from the Prayers of Old Testament Leaders – 
Bible Study Book by Ken Coley (cost $15.00) 

Facilitator: Sister Terri Robinson 

Meeting Day & Time: TBD 
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Description: 

Prayer is essential to our spiritual growth, yet few of us pray as often or as fervently as we 
would like. We turn to God only in moments of desperation and crisis. God wants us to 
turn to Him at every moment of our lives.  
 
The Bible is filled with the prayers of God’s people. Many of the prayers come at critical 
junctures of faith—at crossroads of decision. Scripture shows us multiple examples of 
people turning to God when there is nowhere else to turn for peace, comfort, 
guidance, and strength. Looking to these prayers of biblical leaders, we can learn to 
pray with new commitment and passion.  
 
In this study, we will learn that the ancient prayers of Old Testament saints have much to 
teach us in our present circumstances, whether at a crossroads or on our daily path. 
Each week’s study features both group and individual prayer guides so that 
participants can grow in their ability to pray. Together we will learn to call on God not 
only at crossroads but also in our daily lives. 

Session topics 
 
1. The Prayer of Moses  
2. The Prayer of Joshua  
3. The Prayer of Deborah  
4. The Prayer of Hannah  
5. The Prayer of Solomon  
6. The Prayer of Joel  
7. The Prayer of Jehoshaphat  
8. The Prayer of Hezekiah  
9. The Prayer of Habakkuk  
10. The Prayer of Jonah  
11. The Prayer of Daniel  
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12. The Prayer of Nehemiah 
Benefits 
• Be equipped to face crossroads in your life with divine strength.  
• Understand critical crossroads behind the powerful prayers of Old Testament saints.  
• Gain a better understanding of biblical prayers by learning from seminary professors 
and Bible teachers.  
• Learn to pray with greater clarity, purpose, and fervency.  
• Follow a practical method to develop a discipline of prayer.  
• Journal your own prayers to God

The Seven Rings of Marriage 

Text: The Seven Rings of Marriage: Your Model for a Lasting and Fulfilling Marriage by Jackie Bledsoe 
(Cost: $12.00) 

Instructors: Min. DeMarcus & Sis. Bobbie Robinson/ Deacon Ron Ayers & Sis. Lori Ayers 

Meeting Date & Time: Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (February 23 & March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30) 

Description: 

From the engagement ring to years after the wedding ring, every season of a marriage requires 
renewed commitment, fresh perspective, and practical Biblical wisdom. Each of the 7 “rings” 
outlined in this study will teach couples to view their marriage with the end in mind, ultimately leading 
to a lasting and fulfilling relationship in every stage of marriage. The 7 rings include: the engagement 
RING (the beginning), the wedding RING (the commitment), discoveRING (the real you), 
perseveRING (the work), restoRING (the fixing), prospeRING (the goal), and mentoRING (the 
payback).  

Session topics 

1. Engagement RING 
2. Wedding RING 



 

8 
 

Winter 2021 

3. DiscoveRING 
4. PerseveRING  
5. RestoRING  
6. ProspeRING  
7. MentoRING 

 
Benefits 

• Discover the covenant you made and live out your calling as a couple. 
• Invest in your relationship with your spouse while growing in your relationship with Christ. 
• Equip yourself to thrive in each new stage of marriage. 
• Dig deeper into Scripture and your marriage relationship alongside other couples—

encouraging, supporting, and learning together as a community. 
 
Defined: Who God Says You Are – Teen/Young Adult Edition 

Text: Defined: Who God Says You Are – For Teen Girls & Young Women - Bible Study Book by Priscilla 
Shirer (Cost: $15.00) 

Defined: Who God Says You Are – For Teen Guys & Young Men - Bible Study Book by Stephen 
Kendrick (Cost: $15.00) 

Facilitator: TBD 

Meeting Date & Time: TBD 

Description: 

When you introduce yourself to someone for the first time, you have an opportunity to define yourself. 
You disclose your name, profession, and interests. These factors help our culture define us, but are 
those answers enough? People are struggling in ten thousand ways because of identity issues. They 
can’t help but ask, who am I? and why do I matter? Can our culture really provide meaningful 
answers to those questions, or do we need something deeper and more significant? 

 

Before asking, who am I? we need to be able to answer, who is God? If we can’t answer the first 
question, we will never answer the second. The problem with our search for identity is that we are 
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looking in all the wrong places. Scripture teaches that we are all made in the image of God. We do 
not define ourselves—the Creator does. We were all created to be known and loved by God. Once 
those answers are clear, we can move forward and discover all God has called us to be.  

Session Topics 

1. Uniquely Created 
2. Struggles and Solutions/Broken by Sin 
3. Vital Signs/Transformed 
4. Who You Are 
5. What You Have 
6. Walk This Way/Living Out Your Identity 
7. In Christ, On Purpose/Walking in the Spirit 
8. Guarding Your Identity/Walking on Mission 

Benefits 

• Answer the questions “Who is God?” and “Who am I?”  
• Provides an in-depth examination of spiritual truths from the Book of Ephesians to lead you into 

a better understanding and appreciation of your God-given identity. 
• Learn how sin has uniquely broken you.  
• Discover how you can be transformed by the gospel of Christ.  
• Understand what it means to be created for good works.  
• Use the unique way God has gifted and created you to serve others.  
• Take hold of the grace available to you in Christ.  
• Find purpose and meaning in Christ.  
• Define yourself by the Creator’s call instead of by a cultural identity. 
• Each day of homework will guide you as you learn that your identity is rooted in your 

relationship with God. 

 
Defined: Who God Says You Are – Cool Kids Edition (Elementary & Middle School) 

Text: Defined: Who God Says You Are – Younger Kids Activity Book by Stephen Kendrick (Cost: $7.00) 

Defined: Who God Says You Are – Older Kids Activity Book by Stephen Kendrick (Cost: $7.00) 

Facilitator: Deaconess Monica Evans & Sister Stacey Seay 
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Meeting Date & Time: Mondays at 5:30 p.m. (February 22 & March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29) 

Description: 

This Bible study is designed to help guide kids to find their identity in Christ, based on selected 
passages from Ephesians.  

“Who am I?” is a question that many kids are being challenged to answer. To answer this question, 
we must first ask “Who does God say I am?” Beginning in Genesis, the Bible tells us that we are each 
made in God’s image, but that image has become distorted by sin. The only way to restore what was 
broken is through a relationship with Jesus. Through Defined: Who God Says I Am, elementary and 
middle school kids will discover who God created them to be and what is true about their identity 
because of their relationship with Jesus. 

Session Topics 

1. Created by God 
2. Broken By Sin 
3. Transformed by the Gospel 
4. Who We Are in Christ 
5. What We Have in Christ 
6. Living Out Our Identity 
7. Walking in the Spirit 
8. Living on Mission 

Benefits 

• Answer the questions “Who is God?” and “Who am I?”  
• Provides an in-depth examination of spiritual truths from the Book of Ephesians to lead you into 

a better understanding and appreciation of your God-given identity. 
• Learn how sin has uniquely broken you.  
• Discover how you can be transformed by the gospel of Christ.  
• Understand what it means to be created for good works.  
• Use the unique way God has gifted and created you to serve others.  
• Take hold of the grace available to you in Christ.  
• Find purpose and meaning in Christ.  
• Define yourself by the Creator’s call instead of by a cultural identity. 
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• Each day of homework will guide you as you learn that your identity is rooted in your 
relationship with God. 


