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Grace and Peace to God our Fa-
ther! I want to take a moment 
to thank each and every one 

of you for your generous giving dur-
ing this past year. It is because of your 
generosity, that we have been able to 
“Be the Church” throughout these 
unprecedented times.  This time last 
year, none of us could have predicted 
that we would find ourselves under 
quarantine in the midst of a global 
pandemic. Yet, with perseverance, 
creativity and faith we truly lived our 
theme for the year, “First Forward.”

I am especially proud of how we 
have continued to expand the scope of 
our ministry. As we have continued to 
strive to improve our virtual offerings, 
we have also expanded our reach. We 
now minister to thousands of viewers 
each month through our online wor-
ship and study opportunities—from 
Sunday worship, Mid-Week worship 
and CLA to Virtual Vacation Bible 
School, Summer Camp, Bible studies 
for children and youth, and Connec-
tion Groups we haven’t let our physi-
cal distance deter us from growing 
together in Christ. 

Daily Prayer times at 6 a.m. and NooN
Call iN: 605-313-5111   CoDe: 291598

FastiNg guiDeliNes
Begin each day with prayer and commit time daily to reading your Bible.

Days 1-11: refrain from eating fried foods, sweets, bread and meat (fish is permitted)
Days 12-21: refrain from eating all meat (including fish), sweets, bread and fried foods
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Tri-Ministries  
Gather Together

By Shirley McCoy 
Epistle Staff Writer

As we grew up, my mother 
never failed to remind us that 
if you want something bad 

enough, and are willing to put forth 
some effort, be a bit creative, you can 
make it happen. 

The Deacon, Trustees, and Dea-
coness Ministries wanted to main-
tain their tradition of celebrating the 
holiday together. With the help of 
Zoom, and their trusty technology 
whiz, Deacon Michael Clinton, they 
executed a virtual evening of fun and 
togetherness. 

As the poet Langston Hughes so 
deftly put it in one of this epic po-
ems, The Party, when asked by some-
one who did not attend how the party 
went, the reply was “I can’t tell ya bout 
it, ya shoulda seen it fur yuself!” Well 
said. The games were fun, camarade-
rie uplifting, the mood gleeful, and 
the closing prayer offered us the hope 
this season promises at a time when 
we all need it. 

Deaconess Armeata Basil, chair of 
the Deaconess reflected, “It was price-
less to see and hear the voices of our 
ministry friends during this season. 
We had a wonderful time sharing our 
favorite Christmas memories, playing 
games, and delighting in singing.” 

Deacon Fred Thompson, chair of 
the Deacons remarked, “What a glori-
ous experience it was to witness three 
ministries proclaiming the birth of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

I am sure that everyone who at-
tended would share with Deaconess 
Basil in wishing God’s blessings for 
the pastor and event planners, Dea-
conesses Michele Walker and Verna 
Brown, Trustee Soraya Gunnell, and 
Deacon Michael Clinton. She also 
wished that the New Year will bring 
health, prosperity and all of us closer 
to God and each other. 
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Rev. Dr. Nicole Martin currently serves as the Vice President of Church 
Engagement and Executive Director of Trauma Healing. She joined 
American Bible Society in 2016 as a City Mobilizer in Charlotte, NC and 

later served as the Director of US Ministry, supporting Scripture Engagement 
efforts in cities across the US. 

A former management consultant with Deloitte Consulting in Chicago, Mar-
tin has also previously served as an Executive Minister at a multi-site church 
in Charlotte, NC. Martin teaches courses in Ministry and Leadership Develop-
ment at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and is the author of two books: 
Made to Lead: Empowering Women for Ministry and Leaning In, Letting Go: A 
Lenten Devotional. Martin has authored several articles that have been featured 
in USA Today, Christianity Today, and The Charlotte Observer. As a nationally 
recognized speaker, Martin has been inducted into the prestigious Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., Board of Preachers at Morehouse College.

Martin is a graduate of Vanderbilt University with a triple major in Human 
and Organizational Development, Educational Studies, and French. She earned 
her Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary and her Doctor of 
Ministry from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. She serves on the Board 
of the National Association of Evangelicals and is also a member of the Board of 
Trustees at Gordon College in New England.

Sylvia Taylor is the FBCV point of contact for the event.

FBCV and VPC Host Webinar on Race

College Connection Scholars  
Prayer Circle Coming Soon

We are excited to launch our College Connection Prayer Circle for all 
College Connection members. Beginning in February, the will lead a 
monthly prayer circle for our FBCV college students as you continue 

to matriculate and navigate college life. We will pray for your studies, grades, 
travel, roommates, etc. 

Be sure to let us know your prayer request and lookout for more information 
in your email following the holidays. 

College Connection students, don’t forget to submit your prayer request by the 
10th of each month to arnitrad@mac.com or via text at 404-798-5252. The first 
prayer request submission is due by Jan. 10. 
—Arnitra Duckett. Benita Parks, Jennifer Spriggs

SWAP Christmas
Fellowship

First Baptist seniors and friends 
came together on Dec. 15 for a fes-
tive virtual Christmas Jazz Fellow-

ship hosted by the SWAP team. Dr. Emma 
Valentine presided. The virtual program 
began with prayer by Deacon Ministry 
Chair Fred Thompson and the welcome 
given by Trustee Chair Cheryl Calhoun.  
Johnnie Mikel gave the occasion and the 
activities that followed were festive.

Musical offerings were rendered by 
Kwan McKnight and various musical 
groups. We were also surprised with 
an impromptu solo by Trustee Alfreda 
Gardner. 

Deaconess Ann Devoe related that she 
enjoyed Sis. Gardner’s rendition of Mary 
Did You Know?, as well as the jazz se-
lections. “Just seeing everybody dressed 
in red - you could just feel Christmas in 
the air,” Deaconess Devoe said.

“I am so grateful for the efforts that 
go into the planning of the event!”, said 
Deaconess Jeanne Taylor. I enjoyed the 
music and the breakout time, chatting 
about our traditions and the warm, fes-
tive fellowship and the scavenger hunt. 
There were visitors from other places. It 
was a nice event.”

Attendees were divided into breakout 
groups to participate in the activities. 
Sister Barbara Taylor led the “Sharing 
Your Favorite Christmas Memory” ac-
tivity. The groups discussed meaning-
ful memories of past Christmases. Some 
reminisced about childhood events and 
others talked about family Christmas 
traditions which were the most popular 
memories.

Sister Esther McCullough led “A 
Christmas Scavenger Hunt” for the sec-
ond activity. 

We enjoyed Deacon John Taylor and 
Deaconess Taylor relating “Christmas 
Blessings” and they blessed us with a 
duet.

Rev. Dr. Valentine recognized there 
were virtual attendees from Texas, Flor-
ida, North Carolina and other areas. 
—Esther McCullough
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Deaconesses Spread Christmas Cheer

The Deaconess Ministry’s mission is to support the 
pastor, deacons, church and community and to be 
spiritually and visibly active in support of the minis-

tries within the church.  During this unprecedented time of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Deaconess Ministry’s  efforts 
have included a robust greeting card ministry, telephone 
“check on you” calls to FBCV members, and prayer for and 
with parishioners.  Christmas in the midst of the pandemic 
presented the deaconesses with another opportunity to dem-
onstrate the compassion of Christ and concern for all peo-
ple.  With the blessing and support of the Pastor, the deacon-
esses began planning a Christmas outreach  The sisters met 
virtually on ZOOM and ideas began to flow.  Very quickly,  
we imagined a Christmas stocking filled with an array of 
items to bring joy and happiness to others.  Items included 
fuzzy socks, tissues, hand lotion, lip balm, an herbal tea and 
honey sachet, a special edition Christmas Daily Bread plus 
a quarterly Daily Bread devotional, a “Christmas Candy 
Cane Legend” bookmark, a Max Lucado devotional book 
“Unshakable Hope: Building Our Lives on the Promises of 
God” and a magnetic 2021 calendar.  And of course, we 
couldn’t leave out a holiday themed face mask and hand 
sanitizer.

The Deaconesses worked virtually like elves in Santa’s 
workshop—observing all the COVID protocols and protect-
ing each other—to complete parts of the mission project.  
The labor of love provided much joy across the Deaconess 
Ministry  that extended to several family members.  We as-
sembled 41 “Christmas cheer” stockings and delivered them 
to FBCV sick and shut-in members and others needing en-
couragement.  According to  delivery drivers  Deaconess 
Jeanne Taylor (assisted by her husband, Deacon John Tay-
lor) and Deaconess-in-training Marcia Taylor (assisted by 
her husband, usher and Epistle editor Rick Taylor), many 
of the recipients were just as excited by the visit as they 
were about the gift.  The drivers were met with tremendous 
smiles, virtual hugs, and even a few tears as they drove from 
house to house to deliver the stockings.

Moving into 2021, the Deaconess Ministry will continue 
focusing on efforts to serve and support for the FBCV con-
gregation.  Please reach out if you need assistance.
—Deaconess Armeata Basil, Servant Leader

 



5   •   EpistlE   •   First Baptist ChurCh oF ViEnna  • JanuarY 2021

A Celebration of Christmas
By Ann Marie Williams, Epistle Staff Writer

A new tradition was started at First Baptist on Dec.6.  
The church held its first Christmas Tree Lighting 
Service with the theme “An outdoor celebration of 

the birth of Christ and the light He brought to the world.”
The socially-distanced crowd wore masks and main-

tained a six foot distance, staying near or in their cars. Those 
in their cars honked enthusiastically during the festivities to 
express their approval. 

Pastor Walton led the countdown for the lighting and 
spontaneous singing of “O Christmas Tree.”

The weather was a little chilly, but Christmas music 
from the band Senior Moments and hot apple cider as well 
as the feeling of Christmas warmed the First Baptist family 
and friends in attendance and those who were participating  
virtually.

I hope this is something that becomes an annual event. 
Thanks First Baptist for bringing a smile to our faces and 
for the activities that keep us connected though we can’t all 
be together physically.

We have also ministered to the physical and emotional 
needs of both members and the community. Our diaconate 
has been checking in on members with greater frequency 
and our deaconess coordinated a wonderful Christmas proj-
ect, delivering stockings stuffed with goodies to our seniors 
and those experiencing illness and loss. In addition, our 
deacons and other leaders have helped deliver nearly 200 
meals through our pop-up Sunday dinner deliveries. Starting 
in March, we also began providing free food to our com-
munity. Since then, through partnerships and our Fish and 
Loaves campaign we have literally given away over 400 tons 
of food. Additionally, we’ve provided over 200 Christmas 
gifts and provided warm coats, hats and gloves to children 
in our community.

While I am grateful for all that we have accomplished 
in 2020, I still believe that God is not through with us yet. 
Therefore, our theme for 2021 will be “First Forward: Unfin-
ished Business.” You will hear more about the theme and my 
vision for the year in coming weeks. As we prepare to move 
into a season of fasting and prayer, it is my hope that you will 
take time to reflect on the areas where God is still moving 
in your own life and recommit to being an active part of the 
First Baptist Church Ministry. I’m excited about all that God 
has in store for us in 2021, indeed, the best is yet to come!

Pastor continued from page 1
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Ministry thrived in 2020. Here are a few of the virtual highlights.
Summer Camp • Friday Night Concert Series • Vacation Bible School •  

Seasoned Saints Day • Outdoor Homecoming Service • Political Forums • CLA •  
The S.P.O.T Young Adult Bible Study • Cool Kids Bible Study •  

Seasoned Saints Day • Daily Prayer Call

Music  

Ministry  

Cooking with Goldie for Cool Kids Bible Study 

Wednesday Night Worship

Juneteenth

Free Food Giveaway

Meals for Seniors

Congratulations  

to Graduates
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MONEY MATTERS

Withdrawing money from your retirement fund ahead of time could cost 
you more than you think. Nobody has all the right answers when it 
comes to saving for retirement, and everyone is bound to make money 

mistakes now and then.However, some blunders are more subtle than others – 
and potentially more costly. Those types of mistakes can be especially dangerous 
because, by the time you realize you’ve made a mistake, it may have already cost 
you hundreds or even thousands of dollars. And there’s one common saving error 
that can be more expensive than you may think.

One of the most costly retirement mistakes you can make is to withdraw mon-
ey from your retirement fund before you retire. On the surface, that may not seem 
like such a disastrous move, but over time, it could potentially cost you tens or 
even hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Many people tap their retirement accounts when they’re faced with an unex-
pected cost or emergency. When millions of Americans lost their jobs due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, for example, some of those affected took hardship with-
drawals from their retirement funds.

The average retirement account balance among Fidelity investors is approxi-
mately $102,000, according to Fidelity Investments. Say you’re 40 years old with 
an account balance of $102,000, and you withdrew $5,500. If you were earning an 
8% annual rate of return on your investments and you didn’t make any additional 
contributions, here’s what your total savings would look like at various ages, de-
pending on whether you had or had not taken that withdrawal:

Age   Total Savings Without  Total Savings After
   $5,500 Withdrawal  $5,500 Withdrawal

40 (Today)  $102,000   $96,500
50   $220,200   $208,300
60   $475,400   $449,800
70   $1,026,400   $971,000
Source: Author’s calculations.

In this case, that single $5,500 withdrawal can amount to around $55,400 in 
lost potential savings after 30 years. And if you were to make multiple withdraw-
als over the years, you could miss out on even more.

When you’re faced with an emergency expense and have no way to pay for it, 
raiding your retirement fund may be your only option. However, it’s important to 
prepare for these unexpected costs before they actually happen so you can avoid 
this scenario. If you don’t already have an emergency fund, now is a fantastic time 
to start building one. Try to save enough to be able to cover three to six months’ 
worth of living expenses, but saving anything at all is better than nothing.

The more savings you have stashed in an emergency fund, the less likely it 
is you’ll need to tap your retirement account when you inevitably face an unex-
pected expense. And the longer you’re able to let your retirement savings grow, 
the healthier your nest egg will be.

If you would like more information on starting an emergency fund, please 
feel free to contact your First Baptist Church Federal Credit Union for additional 
support. 

Submitted by Willie Boykin (based on an article by Katie Brockman: T 
he Motley Fool dated Nov 16, 2020)

First BaPtist ChurCh 
450 orchard st. n.W.,  

Vienna, Virginia 22180
 (703) 938-8525 • www.fbcv.org

Dr. Vernon C. Walton, pastor

IN SEARCH OF 
TRuSTEES

The First Baptist Nomi-
nating Committee is looking 
for servant leaders to fill open 
Trustee Ministry positions. If 
you might be interested and 
would like to know more about 
trustee roles and responsibili-
ties, contact Dea. Aubrey Jack-
son, Chair of the Nominating 
Committee, Aljaxson@aol.
com.

Peggy Williams and Jean Denny 
and family for the loss of their 

niece, Kalisia Matthews
Kathy Jones and family  

for the loss of her brother,  
Edward Tisdale

The family of FBCV member, 
Victoria Hodge

Deaconess Jerlene Chavis  
and family for the loss  

of her brother,  
Kelly E. Miller


