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FAQ: Clarify expectations for providers  
 

1. What are the requirements of Behavioral Health Agencies?  

NGRI 
a. Identify behavioral health agency representative for the transition team, and 

replacement if this person leaves.  

b. The transition team representative from the behavioral health agency is required 

to work collaboratively with the Care Coordinator/DSHS representative and DOC 

representative to create individualized plan for treatment, crisis plan, and 

monitoring plan.  These should be updated as needed.  

c. Each representative on the transition team, and/or provider, is required to 

provide report to court as required by statute monthly for 1st 6 months, then 

semi-annually (RCW 10.77.160). 

d. MCO/BH-ASOs should keep providers informed of statutory requirements 

regarding transition teams. 

Special Finding of Violent Felony 
a. Identify Behavioral Health Agency representative for transition team, and 

replacement if this person leaves.  

b. The behavioral health agency representative is the Care Coordinator for the 

transition team and is required to work with the DOC representative to create 

individualized plan for treatment, crisis plan, and monitoring plan, and to update 

these as needed.  

c. As the Care Coordinator for the transition team, the behavioral health agency 

representative will take the lead on scheduling, convening, facilitating regular 

transition meetings.  

d. MCO/BH-ASOs should keep providers informed of statutory requirements 

regarding transition teams. 

 

2. How early in the discharge process are the transition teams involved? 

NGRI 
a.  After the following are accomplished:  

1. hospital treatment team supports for a conditional release to 

community living,  
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2. financial eligibility is determined,  

3. behavioral health agencies are contacted regarding potential 

involvement in a CR to community,  

4. and an intake is conducted (prior to discharge) 

b. When possible and deemed necessary, the transition team may meet with the 

patient and available members of the state hospital treatment team prior to 

release once a court order for CR has been issued.  If the full team is not 

available, the CCO Liaison and Care Coordinator will meet with the person and, 

if deemed necessary, available members of the hospital treatment team.   

Special Finding of Violent Felony 
a. An intake should occur prior to discharge. 

b. At least one meeting between the state hospital treatment team and the 

transition team (and preferably patient) should occur prior to discharge. 

 
3. How often are reports due? 

NGRI  
Each representative on the transition team, and/or provider, is required to provide 
report to court as required by statute monthly for 1st 6 months, then semi-annually 
(RCW 10.77.160) 
 

       NGRI and Special Finding of Violent Felony 
The individualized plan for treatment and crisis plan are due to court (team to work on 
together; Care Coordinator to send to court) asap after initial evaluation, and anytime 
there is a change. 

 

4. Who completes the report and where is it sent? 

NGRI  
Each transition team representative is required to provide a report to the court monthly 
for 1st 6 months, then semi-annually (RCW 10.77.160). 
 

NGRI and Special Finding of Violent Felony 

The individualized plan for treatment and crisis plan are due to the court (team to work 

on together; Care Coordinator to send to court) asap after initial evaluation, and 

anytime there is a change. 

 

5. How do providers know which DOC officer will be assigned? 
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NGRI and Special Finding of Violent Felony 
 

a. The DOC liaison for ESH or WSH will name the initial DOC representative and 

will coordinate the assignment of the DOC CCO once a setting for discharge has 

been identified.  

b. The Care Coordinator will convene a transition team meeting with all members, 

prior to civil discharge or as soon as possible for NGRI conditional release with 

the DOC liaison for ESH or WSH (who will invite the CCO). 

 

6.  How do providers bill the ASO’s for the initial intake and how do providers code 

participation in transition team meetings? 

Please contact the Regional BH-ASO if you have questions regarding billing for this initial intake.  

Funding has been made available to the ASOs to support these Transition Teams.   

The provider should bill the ASO when the intake is performed prior to discharge, regardless of 

whether the patient will discharge with Medicaid or not.   

 

7. Why should a Behavioral Health Agency engage in this process?  

NGRI and Special Finding of Violent Felony 
ESSSB 5071 outlines the legislative requirements for the transition teams, which have 
been codified into the law.  Transition teams provide a great opportunity to set the 
individual up for success as they transition to the community.  It provides time and 
opportunity for the treatment providers and the individual to review their individual 
needs, goals and barriers to achieving those goals prior to the individual returning to the 
community.   

 

8. Who do Behavioral Health Agency providers need to communicate with during this 

process?  

NGRI 
The State hospital Care Coordinator, CCO, MCO or ASO liaison and the court.  
 
Special Finding of Violent Felony 
Prior to discharge, the State Hospital treatment team (most communication with go 
through the Social Worker), CCO, and MCO or ASO liaison.  After discharge, 
communication will be with the CCO on the transition team and the court.   

 
 
9. How often do these joint meetings need to be held? 
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NGRI and Special Finding of Violent Felony 
The Transition team meeting frequency will be determined by the transition team, 
unless determined in the court order. 

 
10. How long after release are providers responsible for this collaboration? 

NGRI 
For the duration of the CR, unless the court order specifies that if the person does not 
qualify/no longer qualifies for services the behavioral health agency services are no 
longer required and the behavioral health agency representative is no longer required 
to be part of the transition team.  Many CRs are for the life of the individual (or 
maximum sentence from the index offense). 
 
Special Finding of Violent Felony 
For the duration of the LRA which is 365 days, unless revoked. 
 
 

11. Who is the point of contact if the process isn’t working well?  

a. The transition team members should first reach out to each other to resolve via 

email. 

b. If no resolution, escalate to: 

 Alex Stoker, HCA alex.stoker@hca.wa.gov 
  

c. Finally, if still no resolution, Alex or the team member can escalate to the 

Transition Team Advisory Committee at TTAC@dshs.wa.gov   

 

12. What happens with cases where the person is adjudicated as NGRI and is conditionally 

released to the community without being treated in the state hospital? 

a. The transition team members will be identified in the conditional release order 

by the defense attorney and will need to schedule a Behavioral Health Agency 

intake as soon as possible, after release from jail. 

1. If court order does not identify transition team members, a meeting will 

be convened by Behavioral Health Administration with DOC, and HCA to 

discuss transition team members. HCA will contact behavioral health 

agency as needed for follow up to identify transition team representative 

from the behavioral health agency. 

b. The state hospital will name the Care Coordinator who will convene a meeting 

of transition team members. 

c. All other requirements are the same. 
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