
Minutes of HPFRG Trustees 19/10/20 
Meeting held via Zoom 
 
Present 
 
Nick Baker, Shirley Sainsbury, Harry Purnell, Viv Tallowin, Chris Watkins, Louise Chicken,  
Richard Booton, Gemma Scarborough, Robin Slatter. 
Apologies 
 
Julie Wones, Claire Madden. 
Not present 
 
Harvey Gibbons, Brian Butcher. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
It was agreed to proceed with the new locking system.  Installation is dependent on delivery of 
magnets.  Dave Skinner will fit the system when they arrive. 
NB will liaise with HG over use of a cherry picker which is being hired by the Methodist church. 
The surfacing contractor has details of the flooding problem and we await a reply.  Owners of the 
house affected to be kept informed. 
RoSPA inspection to take place soon. 
NB will present a draft of the new maintenance programme to the next meeting. 
RS has met with the Mallard Way residents who wrote over the lights during football training.  They 
are content with the committee’s action. 
 
Finance 
 
LC presented a report, showing that little money has gone out, but little has come in.  LC will 
investigate the possibility that Nat West will give us £1200 if we locate one small account 
elsewhere. 
 
Grants 
 
MP has made an application for a covid recovery grant from NNDC.  The application includes a 
request for streaming equipment.  One of the main criteria is continued provision of services, which 
the Barn has been able to do. 
 
Covid Recovery 
 
Legislation has changed yet again but NB and the working group have been able to update and rules 
for users have been amended.  A risk assessment format for individual users is in course of 
preparation. 
MP stressed that although under current guidelines our maximum capacity is twenty people, they 
must be in groups of no more than six and groups must not mix. 
 
Fundraising 
 
There was discussion around the possibility of holding a raffle to be drawn before Christmas with 
prizes of £100, 50 and 25.  The Facebook page could be used to promote, and a Just Giving site 
would make payment easier.  It was agreed to proceed. 
 



Bonfire Event 
 
NB reported that the Parish Council had not replied to the Trustees’ letter after ten weeks.  GS said 
that the Council is not happy with the Trustees’ decision regarding the deposit.  NB outlined the 
Trustees’ position which is that in our view holding the event would be impracticable and probably 
illegal- he will check the latter with NNDC.  However the Trustees remain committed to a joint 
event next year. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
SS will speak to Mick Dunston about next update.  As Mick is unwilling to do a RoSPA course we 
should look for a volunteer to do this. 
 
To Do List 
 
RoSPA inspection outstanding. 
SS drew attention to the fact that the inner main doors do not close properly.  It was agreed to fit 
padlocks to the outside sliding doors until a more satisfactory solution can be implemented. 
 
AGM 
 
 
Nomination letters have been sent, but only the Parish Council has replied.  SS to write to the 
Council to point out that only one nominee sits by right of nomination and the other is named by 
them but coopted. 
It was proposed to hold the AGM via Zoom; MP has a communication from the Charity Commission 
which she will circulate which will give guidance as to how we should proceed.  A decision to be 
taken by the end of October. 
 
Football Club 
 
There was some discussion around the fact that the club currently makes no contribution to 
running costs of the Barn.  SS to arrange a meeting with the club at which the Barn will be 
represented by NB, SS and RB. 
 
DoNM 
 
16th November 
 
AOB 
 
SS will investigate details of a hand held vacuum cleaner to remove dust from the LED lights. 
MP made a proposal to plant 30 fruit trees along the border between the playing field and the 
adjacent field as a community project to record the efforts made during the pandemic.  Parishioners 
will be invited to donate £20 towards a tree which can then carry a dedication.  Grant funding may 
be available. 
There was discussion around the Parish Council’s proposal to have advent window decoration. 
MP passed on Mr Prettyman’s appreciation of the acoustic panels.  His band practise in the Barn.  
Several other users have commented on the improvement.  NB once again thanked the Phoenix 
Trust for their generous support. 
 
 



 


