
 

 

     HICKLING PLAYING FIELD OR RECREATION GROUND CHARITY MEETING 
 

Date: 16th March 2020        Venue: Hickling Barn Time: 7.30 pm  
 

 

Present 

 

Chris Watkins, Maggie Prettyman, Richard Booton, Harvey Gibbons, Julie Wones, Gemma Scarborough, 

Shirley Sainsbury, Louise Chicken, Viv Tallowin, Nick Baker, Harry Parnell, Robin Slatter. 

 

Apologies 

 

Claire Madden 

 

Matters Arising 

 

We are waiting for a quote from SES regarding lighting. 

Progress is being made on establishing automatic locking/unlocking. 

Flooding- NB to have site meeting with contractor in near future. 

2-way radios- it was agreed that NB will arrange purchase. 

Treading the Broads have replied accepting the Trust's offer of help. 

 

Finance 

 

LB presented the most recent accounts which that finances are cuurently healthy. 

 

Coronovirus Measures 

 

NB opened the discussion by saying that as Trustees we have a moral and legal responsibility particularly 

toward to those groups most at risk.  The situation is changing fast and we must be prepared to make hard 

choices, particularly between financial necessity and social obligation. 

In the discussion that followed it was generally agreed that since we cannot guarantee either cleanliness or 

supervision, the Barn should be closed in order to protect others.  However, this decision was not made 

without due consideration of the social effect of closure or risk of reputational damage. 

MP spoke about the village show saying that we should encourage potential exhibitors to prepare their 

exhibits in the hope that the crisis will have passed by late summer. 

GS said that the Parish Council is sending out flyers to inform people that volunteer help, such as food drops 

and dog walking, will be available to anyone who needs it. 

There followed some discussion about the possibility of continuing gym activity outdoors so as to keep some 

payment to the gym instructors. 

LC explained the financial situation during this time.  The cost of running the Barn is £17-18,000.  We can 

cover this but there will be no surplus. 

Timing the closure was discussed.  It was decided to close from 18th March and this will be reviewed at the 

next meeting on 20th April.  The public toilet will remain open and MP will contact the cleaner to keep the 

toilet clean. 

All hirers and Barn Owls will be informed of the closure through Yvonne Pugh.  SS to arrange this and also 

to contact Nina Dufeu to inform all volunteers. 

Regarding wedding bookings, it was agreed to keep contact with the hirers.  A letter to be drafted by CW and 

MP. 

Regarding insurance during the closure, SS will contact the insurers to determine what arrangements  they 

wish to see in place. 

It was agreed that maintenance will continue and that future meetings will be held by email for the duration 

of the crisis. 

 

Correspondence 

 

NB will reply to letters from Jo and Dave Belsten. 



 

 

 

Trustee Reports 

 

The estimate from P. Smith for painting, varnishing and slide repair was discussed and agreed . 

Ian Walton sent a letter to say that the Church will not nominate a representative this year. 

Norfolk Wildlife have published their ‘Vision for Hickling’.  There was some discussion of this. 

To-do list- there is a shelf to be completed. 

VJ day bench.  The Greyhound have raised £800 to pay the cost of the bench. It was agreed to cover the cost 

of installation, expected to be c.£150. 

GS said the PC has been informed of a burglary in the village. 

 

Events team (MP) 

The volunteers night was successful and suggestions made will be followed up. 

VJ Day is still going ahead, as is the Village Show and Race Night has been moved to September. 

 

Booking system (CW) 

The new booking system being free trialled as not proving as satisfactory as was hoped.  It will be reviewed 

following a discussion with Yvonne. 

 

Health and Safety 

It was agreed to ask Mick Dunston to continue checks. 

 

Maintenance 

The practice goal post is down.  HG will examine to determine effectiveness of resetting; if it is not, SS will 

inquire into disposal. 

Play area issues- NB will contact contractor and SS will inquire about delivery of new bark. 

 

The meeting ended at 21:25. 

The next, by email, will be 20th April. 


