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John FABeR
Superintendent,

Springbank links golf ClubMessagePresident’s

two months from now our golf courses will be closed for 
the season and we will all take time to reflect upon the 

year that was. many of us had an extremely early start to the 
year and throughout the season have faced many challenges 
which we have had to overcome. at my course we opened 
march 28 and in the first two months of being open there 
were only 12 nights that stayed above 0°C yet we pushed 
through 150 or so golfers each day. the typical June rains 
did not happen this year and the temperatures were near or 
close to record breaking highs, and many of us were looking 
at a water shortage. the rains came in July and august and 
helped to ease some of the watering pressures I’m sure many 
of us were facing. here’s hoping the fall gives us some great 
weather and a nice gentle entry into winter.

over the past year the board has worked hard to promote 
the Superintendent as a professional, provide valuable 
networking and educational opportunities, and provide value 
for your membership dues; and I feel we as a group have 
done an excellent job in that regard. It is only with the support 
and strength of our members that we are able to accomplish 
all that we do.

It’s hard to 
believe that I am 
three quarters of 
the way through my 
term as president 
of the aSga. when 
I was first asked by 
my peers to let my 
name stand for the 
position of Director 
I agreed but with 
nervousness and 
trepidation. Now 
five years later, 
I look back with 
a great sense 
of pride and 
accomplishment, 
having served this 
great association 
and its membership. the ability of this group of professionals 
to not only maintain their respective golf courses at the highest 
possible level but also deal with industry issues regarding 
pesticides, water, floods, staffing and whatever else is 
amazing. I have had the honor of serving with many standup 
people over the past number of years and look forward to 
maintaining and strengthening these relationships. 

None of this would be easy without the guidance and 
direction of our executive Director, barb. I would like to thank 
her for all that she has done over the past many years and 
wish her the best as she “retires”. It was no small task for our 
committee to find a replacement for barb, but I think we have 
done a great job in selecting Dennis mckernan and I look 
forward to working with him in the future as past president 
and then as an association member.

I would like to thank each and every member of the 
association for representing us as professionals. It has been 
an honor to serve as your president and I would encourage 
and challenge everyone to put your name forward to serve on 
the board or sit on a Committee.  

ARE  YOU 
STUMPED?

STUMP GRINDING & 
ROOT PRUNING

• • Golf Courses • Parks
 Commercial & Residential 

780.831.9166
mcarrington@telus.net

Visit: mcarringtonandcompany.ca
Proud Member of CGSA, WCTA, PCGSA • 25 Years Experience

Servicing AB & BC
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Trent Williamson - 403.540.5677

trent.williamson@cpsagu.ca

Central Alberta
Tom Christmas - 403.619.8425

tom.christmas@cpsagu.ca



Since Jim Ross and the staff at olds College’s Centre 
of Innovation received the National Sciences and 

engineering Research Council grant in march of 2014 there 
has been a lot of changes and new projects initiated at the 
prairie turfgrass Research Centre (ptRC). to start, Jim 
and his wife lynne have retired and are getting ready to 
move from the prairies to Vancouver Island to start their 
next grand adventure, leaving the ptRC in the hands of the 
new research team Jim hired. the team consists of katie 
Dodson (Research Scientist), laura Chaves (Research 
associate), mark anderson (Research technician), and Cory 
mossing (atRf administrator/Research technician). In 
addition to the full-time staff there has been a rotation of 
8 student research assistants, and two part-time research 

a Year in       reviewwhat’s happening at the Ptrc:
technicians krista pick and barb bell, who help on large 
data collection days or during the initiation of new trials. the 
project list has increased to follow the four overall themes 
of the Sustainable turfgrass of the prairie provinces grant, 
which consists of: Strategies to Reduce winter Injury; 
evaluation of pest management projects; Species and 
ecotype Selection for alternative turfgrass uses; and water 
Quality and Conservation. Currently, all the projects being 
performed at the ptRC follow the theme of how can we 
increase the performance and viability of turfgrass systems 
while minimizing our inputs. like the rest of the world, the 
turfgrass world is currently focused on getting more from 
less, or optimizing our cultural practices to ensure healthy 
living systems that benefit both society and give back to the 
environment. 

Currently the ptRC is investigating aspects of all the 
themes of the NSeRC grant, but as the days get shorter and 
the night time temperatures continue to drop, winter injury 
moves to the forefront of a lot of golf course superintendents’ 
minds so an overview of our winter injury prevention projects 
seems fitting. Currently we have three projects on line this 
year that focus on winter injury prevention, and one project 
that is in the developmental stage with a planned onset in 
the spring. the spring project will examine the effects of 
shade on cold tolerance, in particularly how shade affects 
the carbohydrate storage ability of both annual bluegrass 
and creeping bentgrass putting greens. the three projects 
currently underway include an examination of fall fertility 
and its effects on winter hardiness; thatch management 
and the prevention of winter injury; and the determination 
of action thresholds with respect to Co2 levels in sealed 
environments.

Fall Fertility and Winter hardiness: 
one of the simplest tools we have in our toolbox to aid 

our plants’ performance during the winter is food or better 
put fertilizer. healthy plants going into winter have a greater 
chance to survive and thrive under extreme conditions. 
previous work by Carroll and welton (1939) showed how 
high crown hydration levels are associated with a decrease 
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KAtie dodSon
prairie turfgrass  
Research Centre

in cold tolerance, and Carroll (1943) went on further to 
show how nitrogen (N) applications can impact crown 
hydration levels. too high of N resulted in increased injury 
(Carroll, 1943), while not enough N affected the plant’s 
ability to root and store carbohydrates during the fall 
acclimation period (powell et al., 1967). potassium has 
also been found to affect a plant’s ability to overwinter. 
marklan and Roberts (1967) found that as k application 
rates increased crown hydration decreased and hurto and 
troll (1980) found that k levels in perennial ryegrass tissue 
positively correlated with cold tolerance. hurto and troll 
(1980) found that a 2:1 ratio of N:k resulted in optimum 
cold tolerance levels for perennial ryegrass, however, 
later research by Zememchick and albrecht (2002) found 

a Year in       review

Continued on page 08
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that in k-limited environments the nitrogen use efficiency 
(Nue) was reduced. overall, previous research has shown 
in perennial ryegrass systems that you need to have a N-k 
balance in order to optimize the overwintering performance. 
the ptRC is currently investigating the N-k balance with 
respect to annual bluegrass (poa annua) putting surfaces. 
the objective of the study is to explore the effects of both 
N and k fall fertilization rates on cold tolerance of annual 
bluegrass putting greens. the fertilizer treatments include 
16 N- treatments (kg nutrient/100m2): 0 kgN – 0 kgk; 
0 kgN – 0.125 kgk; 0 kgN – 0.25 kgk; 0kgN – 0.5kgk; 

Continued from page 07

0.125kgN - 0 kgk; 0.125kgN - 0.125kgk; 0.125kgN – 0.25 
kgk; 0.125kgN – 0.5kgk; 0.25 kgN – 0kgk; 0.25 kgN-0.125 
kgk; 0.25 kgN - 0.25 kgk; 0.25 kgN-0.5kgk; 0.5kgN – 0kgk; 
0.5kgN-0.125kgk; 0.5kgN – 0.25kgk; 0.5kgN-0.5kgk. the 
nitrogen fertilizer source is ammonium sulfate (21-0-0) and 
the k fertilizer source is sulfate of potash (0-0-50). Nutrients 
were applied: aug. 15, Sept. 1, Sept. 15, and oct. 1 2014, 
and are currently being repeated with the first application 
made on aug. 17, 2015 and the second application on Sept. 
1, 2015. tissue and soil samples were taken monthly, cold 
hardiness levels [measured by lethal temperatures at which 
50% survival occurs (lt50)], and % crown moisture levels 
were determined during the hardening off period (oct – 
Nov, 2014) and will be repeated in 2015. year one results 
showed that at high N rates crown moisture was higher, 
overall cold tolerance was decreased, and incidence of early 
fall microdochium nivale patches was higher. the non-
fertilized plots also showed an increase in susceptibility to 
microdochium. overall, low rates of N (0.125kgN/100m2) 
combined with low-medium rates of k (0.125 kgk/100m2 
– 0.25kgk/100m2) applied four times bi-weekly resulted in 
the best performance. while the year 1 data concurs with 
previous work performed in perennial ryegrass, it also 
suggests that applying N:k at low 1:1 rates biweekly from 
august 15th to october 15th results in optimal performance. 
ebdon (2005) found that as you increase N rates you will 
decrease soil k levels. his work combined with the work 
here in alberta suggest that if you are focused solely on 
N fertilization in the summer you may want to get a soil 
test to ensure that you are at sufficient k levels in your soil 
before the onset of your fall fertilizer program. the results 
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here reflect the performance where both k and N were at 
sufficiency levels in the rhizosphere before the onset of the 
fall fertilizer applications.

thatch Management and prevention of winter 
injury:

one trend that is currently speculated on in the literature 
is the role of organic matter (om) in the rhizosphere and 
how it pertains with the accumulation of Co2 under winter 
covers, or during ice encasement. a small sampling of golf 
course putting greens from the Calgary area, and the ptRC’s 
research greens was taken in the fall of 2014 to determine if 
there is a correlation between %o2, % Co2 and %om. Cup-
cutter sized samples representing five different putting green 
rhizospheres were put into hermetically sealed 1.9l mason 
jars and the o2, and Co2 concentrations were monitored 
every 15 days. the %om content was determined using 
loss of ignition testing. the data displayed strong positive 
correlations between %om and an increase in Co2. this 
indicates that Co2 accumulates more quickly with higher 
om contents in the soil. microorganisms consume the om 
content, which suggests that there would be an increase 
in the respiration rates of rootzones with higher microbial 
populations. this fall we plan on expanding our sampling 
pool of in-use greens to represent more of the province’s 
putting green environments. 

determining Action thresholds with respect to 
co2 levels in sealed environments:

Impermeable tarps have currently been adopted by 
golf course superintendents to help prevent some forms 
of winter injury. while for the most part the tarps have 
improved early spring conditions of golf greens, there have 
been some instances where anoxic conditions have built up 
under the tarps causing failure in the spring. the cause of 
failures under the tarps is associated with the build-up of 
Co2 and a depletion of o2 within the air space under the 
tarp. to prevent this build-up of anoxic conditions, golf 
course superintendents now frequently vent under the 
tarps, however currently there is limited information on the 
frequency required to maintain the o2 and Co2 at acceptable 
levels. a ptRC field study evaluating various venting options 
was completed in the winter of 2013/2014; however, due to 
the limitations of using in-use golf greens we were not able 

to determine action thresholds for ideal venting of the tarps. 
In order to address this gap in our current research program, 
we are examining the effects of anoxia and cold tolerance. 
the overall objective of this study is to determine action 
thresholds by examining the ability of annual bluegrass to 
survive in anoxic conditions. mason jars (1.9 l in volume) 
were filled with three combinations of o2 and Co2 ratios (air, 
5% o2: 10% Co2, and 0% o2: 15% Co2), and 3” x 4” cores 
of annual bluegrass maintained at greens height. year one 
data showed no difference in cold tolerance between the 
air and 5% o2:10% Co2 treatments, and a decrease in cold 
tolerance to only -5°C in the annual bluegrass under anoxic 
conditions (0% o2: 15% Co2). length of exposure to anoxic 
conditions caused a drastic decline in cold tolerance, where 
the lt50 values rose from -7°C (15 days exposure) to -2°C 
(60 days exposure). 

all three studies will expand upon our knowledge 
of the mechanisms of winter injury and how golf course 
superintendents can optimize conditions to prevent it. all of 
us here at the ptRC are looking forward to confirming our 
first year data this upcoming fall and winter. 
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Specializing in:
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the redesign
at the time of writing this article the CgSa board has just 

recently held an august board meeting via conference call 
and the number one priority right now is with the “redesign 
process”.  for those of you that do not know, focus group 
meetings have been held across the country with CgSa 
members and nonmembers to find out what people truly 
think of the current CgSa and what the CgSa could be going 
forward.  In addition to these group discussions and one 
on one meetings is the redesign survey that was emailed 
out and completed by many.  In short, I can say wow has 
there been great constructive feedback provided and what 
a collection of ideas for improving our national association.  

MeMbershiP uPdate
Just a friendly reminder for those that have not renewed 

their CgSa membership to date, to please do so.  as with 
any association, membership is the driving force behind it 
and it starts with retaining members. 

faLL fieLd daY & nationaL 
chaMPionshiP 

too early to report on the National Championship in 
Jasper, but I would like to take this opportunity to express 
a very big thank you to the agSa for adapting their fall 
meeting plans to work with the CgSa.  and a big thank 
you goes out to Superintendent RJ Cloutier and the entire 
Jasper park golf Course and lodge team for hosting this 
year.  I’m sure the weather will cooperate providing a great 
experience for all involved to network, play some great golf 
on a great golf course.  

to wrap up this article I hope all courses achieve all they 
need to with preparing for the winter months ahead! 

KeRRy c.  
WAtKinS 

agS 

CgSa  
alberta Directorcgsareport

Pumptronics
Head Office

1-888-222-6676
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the Challenge Cup is over for another year and once 
again it turned out to be a great event for that mid-

season get away. once again the facility at Copper point 
was outstanding, and provides an exceptional venue for this 
event. thanks go out to mark lilley, brian Schaal, and the 
Copper point golf team for the great job and conditioning 
of the golf courses. at the Copper point Resort, Charmaine 
Richter and her team did an exceptional job once again this 
year. we look forward to returning in 2016! 

being new to this committee it was just a starting 
point for me this year, but many thanks to keith blayney 
our Committee Chair, heath koch, Dwayne Simpson, paul 
Dodson, terry Shinkewski, Jim boomer, executive Director 
barb alexander and incoming Director Dennis mckernan. a 
lot of effort goes into organizing this event but one main key 
to our success is the sponsors. their support year after year 
makes the Challenge Cup a financial success, so when you 
do business with them please let them know you appreciate 
their support. 

once again the event started with a very well attended 
horse Race on the Sunday night, followed by hors d’oeurves 
on the pool patio that is always a hit. after two fabulous 
days of the tournament, the team from picture butte gC 
came out as the winners. the team of Clint Collier, Dean 
Sklarenko, eric ogrins and Calvin miller accumulated 177 
points with some stellar play from Clint who also took 
home top Superintendent award with 79 points. In the 

sponsors division, team Club Car took the title this year. 
phil mcDonald, art New, ed Chibri and Cole bygrove 
accumulated 167 points to take the title. you can check out 
the live results on the agSa website. 

as we look to next year, we cannot go without 
mentioning this year’s Challenge Cup will be barb’s last as 
she is set to retire at the end of the year. barb is the cog that 
keeps everything running smoothly at this event. we look 
forward to Dennis taking over next year, but barb will truly 
be missed. we wish barb all the best as she approaches and 
reaches retirement. 

 It was great to see some new teams this year at the 
event and some teams that have returned after a few years 
away. this event is a great team builder for your management 
team, if you have not been, try to fit it in next year, you and 
your team won’t regret it. If you have questions or concerns 
with the Challenge Cup event you can reach keith by email 
at kblayney@epgcc.ab.ca or you may contact barb at agsa@
shaw.ca 

duStin ZdAn
Challenge Cup  

Committee2015challenge cup

Jay Jenkins Trophy Winner  
Clint Collier

Winning Team - Picture Butte Golf Club
Dean Sklarenko, Eric Ogrins, Clint Collier and Calvin Miller 

Winning Sponsor Team - Club Car – Cole Bygrove,  
Phil McDonald, Art New (missing Ed Chibri)

President’s Shoot Out winners, Royal Mayfair Golf Club



shawn 
Marjoram
Superintendent, lynx 
Ridge Golf club, 
calgary

Where were you born 
and raised?
born and raised in 
North battleford, Sk

 did you come from a 
big or small family? 
Small family  
– one sister

Are you married with children?
I have been married to my wife Chantelle for 17 years. we 
have 3 boys ethan 12, Jonah 9, and Jacob 6

What made you decide on a career in turfgrass 
management and what do you think your career would be 
if you hadn’t become a superintendent?
It was kind of a fluke. I loved the game of golf. I was put on 
a wait list for the program I wanted to take, so the guidance 
councillor at high school recommended I apply to olds 
College since I liked golf. the rest is history. If I didn’t go to 
olds I would have an environmental science degree.

tell us about your career and educational paths and how 
long you have been at your current location?
I entered olds College without even working at a golf 
course so everything was new to me. after the first year at 
olds I went back to Saskatchewan and worked on a 9 hole 
course that was under construction and got to do every job 
there was. only the Superintendent and myself for most 
of the summer, I really learned a lot. after school I moved 
to Calgary and spent 2 years at heather glen golf Course, 
2 years at harvest hill golf Course, 8 years at Calgary 
elks golf Course, 1 year at the RCga golf Center and the 
last 6 years at lynx Ridge – this being my fourth year as 
Superintendent.

tell us about your golf course and what your biggest 
challenges are?
lynx Ridge opened in 2000 so things are starting to show 

suPerintendentProfile

Quality sod is no accident. 

1-800-267-7763  |  www.bossod.com 

“We are committed to providing the best quality sod for 
 your Golf Course or Athletic Facility!” 
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some age. we have been working on bunkers, drainage and 
irrigation these last couple of years. we have changed a lot 
of the cultural practices as well and are now starting to see 
these changes pay off.

do you have any preferences for golf course equipment or 
fertilizers?
we have a mixture of both John Deere and toro. I use a little 
bit of everyone’s fertilizer, they all have good products.

in your opinion how has the role of the Golf course 
Superintendent changed the most since your start in the 
industry?
the turf appears to be the easy part of the job now. I think 
there is a lot of administration and it feels like you need a 
degree in human resources and / or psychology. I also think 
the workforce is more diverse than in years past meaning 
we have staff from ages 16 – 70 years.

What advice would you give to an Assistant 
Superintendent regarding what it takes to be a successful 
Golf course Superintendent?
focus on the fine details and do whatever it takes to finish 
the job to the best of your ability.

What is the most important event of the year for you and 
your club?
Club Championships

 What is your favorite travel destination?
anywhere hot with a beach, ocean and rum. my family 
usually goes to mexico.

What is your favorite restaurant?
the kids love ribs so we enjoy going to tony Roma’s

What golf course would you play if you had your choice?
augusta National and St. andrews

What do you like to do away from the course?
watching my boys play hockey. when we are not in a rink, I 
enjoy fly fishing and camping with the family.

do you have any mentors?
I don’t really have one person in particular. I have learned a 
lot of things from every Superintendent I have worked for.

is there anything else you would like to add?
you are only as good as your staff. I would like to thank my 
assistants, mechanic and the turf care staff for a great year. 

www.clarkssupply.com

Distributors of:

We supply high quality products  
in conjunction with expertise and  

exceptional service.

Clark’s Supply & Service Ltd.
124 Orchard Way, Strathmore, AB T1P 1R8
Phone 1-866-224-8873
or 403-901-0018

Check out our web site for all the lines we carry!
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on august 
24th the 

2015 agSa 
Championship 
was held at 
lynx Ridge 
golf Club in 
Calgary. host 
superintendent 
Sean marjoram 
and his staff 
had the golf course finely tuned; impressive after a 2 inch 
rain event just 3 days prior. Comments on the course and 
the entire facility were enthusiastically positive; thank you 
Sean and all lynx Ridge staff! the agSa meeting preceded 
the championship and was attended by nearly all 54 
contestants. here are some of the days’ highlights.

cGSA correspondence
on behalf of the CgSa, James beebe proudly announced 

keith blayney as the 2015 CgSa Superintendent of the year. 
the professionalism and dedication keith has demonstrated 
throughout his career are sources of pride within our 
association and provincial industry. Congratulations keith!! 

James also informed everyone that the survey portion 
of the CgSa’s revamping is nearing an end and they are 
looking forward to identifying trends within the responses. 
they expect to receive such information during board 
meetings in Jasper.

AGSA news
after a two month review period the agSa board 

adopted the CgSa environmental policy Statements as 
official documents. a link to these statements will be posted 
on the website to advertise our environmental responsibility. 

the fall meeting was also discussed. It will take place 
in conjunction with the fall field Day in Jasper. the meeting 
will be free of charge and followed by an agSa pub night 
on Sunday September 19th. we hope to see strong albertan 
support at both the fall meeting and fall field Day.

Discussion following the meeting focused on wetting 
agents and their impact after this year’s dry weather. positive 
observations included more uniform turf, reduced water 
usage and firmer surfaces. opinions were also shared on 
different products, influence on budgets, and areas of use.

tyleR pAtRoch 
  Director

agSaagsa2015 championship

Sean Marjoram receiving plaque for hosting 
from Tyler Patroch

403 262 5600
www.EagleLakeLandscape.com

403 262 5600
www.EagleLakeLandscape.com

STRATHMORE, ALBERTA

Suppliers of
Quality Turfgrass

Suppliers of
Quality Turfgrass

Kentucky Bluegrass Sod
- Regular & Fairway Cut,

Small Roll & Big Roll

Fine Fescue Sod
Bentgrass - USGA sand-based

Contract Grow Available

NEW-TECH TURF
P R O D U C T S  L T D .

Dave Whiting
President

Cell: 780-497-1327

Toll Free: 1-888-429-8873 Phone: (780) 440-6959
E-mail: newtech@telus.net

Box 41172 Edmonton, AB T6J 6M7

Fax: (780) 465-2223
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the chaMPionshiP

as earlier stated, the golf course was in excellent 
condition and was enjoyed by all. tight landing areas and 
dog-legs made local knowledge important as poor club 
selection led to some inflated scores.

eighteen holes was not enough golf to decide this year’s 
low Net Champion. Cory brown of the elks and Shawn 
major of the glencoe were tied with net 69 after 18 holes. 
Cory’s saved par from outside of 100 yards was enough to 
win the playoff match. kyle Sobczak secured the low gross 
title with a round of 75 on his home course. for their victory, 
both Cory and kyle will receive a trip to this year’s fall field 
Day in Jasper.  

the venue for next year’s spring meeting was announced 
as blackhawk golf Club and host Superintendent mike 
Johnson. the 2016 agSa Championship will be hosted by 
tim knutson and pinebrook golf and Country Club. 

Skill prizes
hole #1 long putt pat Johnson
hole #5 kp kyle Sobczak
hole #8 kp Shane gibson
hole #12 kp Chris paterson
hole #13 long putt Scott macarthur
hole #14 kp brady hobberstad
hole #17 ball in water Draw keith blayney

www.oakcreekgolf.com      Toll Free: (888) 773-7335 

Calgary, AB  
PH: 403-279-2907 

Edmonton AB 
PH: 780-469-2332 

 
 

low Gross 
Wade Bishop (80) Connor Winslow (78) Kyle Sobczak (75)  
James Beebe (78) Shawn Major (76)

low net 
Jordan Earl (74) Shane Gibson (71) Cory Brown (69)  
Mike Roberts (70) Stu Leachman (72) 

dave Jacobsen   assistant Superintendent 
bearspaw Country Club

Brian thomas   assistant Superintendent 
the glencoe golf & Country Club 

Stuart Vander Vaart  assistant Superintendent 
Silvertip Resort, Canmore

MeMbersnew

november 29th, 30th property manager’s Conference 
december 1st  Coast Hotel, Canmore

January 11th – 15th, 2016 CgSa Conference; Toronto

reMeMberdates to
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JeFF MinGAy
golf Course  

architect

as a golf architect, it’s most important to me to build 
golf courses that function properly. functional courses 

provide golf course superintendents with the best opportunity 
to cultivate fine playing surfaces and to present courses on 
which golfers can enjoy the game to its fullest extent. 

turf aside, a functional course also caters to the enjoyment 
of golfers of all abilities. most important is adequate lateral 
forgiveness off the tees. throw in some tricky pin positions 
on creatively designed greens, and voila, you have a course 
that challenges better golfers and at the same time allows 
everyone else to enjoy the game as well. think augusta 
National. 

a golf course must also be varied and distinctive. the 
holes in each par category need to be different lengths, and 
present different demands and looks to golfers. and, perhaps 
most important, the course must stand-out among others. 
after all, distinctiveness is the only common characteristic 
shared by the world’s best courses. they’re all different. 

these are the objectives we aimed to achieve at the 
Derrick golf and winter Club in edmonton, where, over the 
summers of 2013 and 2014 my associate george waters and 
I redesigned and reconstructed the club’s 56-year old course 
along with superintendent Darryl maxwell and his staff. 

Just like in building architecture, our work at the Derrick 
followed a simple rule: form follows function. this $5.5 
million project, which involved re-routing most of the course 
as it was, was entirely driven by the necessity of effectively 
draining the property. most of the Derrick Club’s property is 
relatively flat and soils are heavy. the old course was very 
poorly drained. every spring, monumental pumping and re-
turfing operations were required to get the course ready for 
play.

those days are over at the Derrick. an extensive sub-
surface drainage system has been installed. eighteen inch 
mainlines, more than six metres in the ground in spots, 
service drain systems under the new greens and in the new 
bunkers, as well as a vast collection of catch basins and 

fairway laterals at select holes. the Derrick was bone dry in 
spring 2015. to get this immense infrastructure in the ground, 
large areas of the golf course would be disturbed. this fact 
is what also allowed us to resolve some design issues at the 
Derrick in the process of draining the property. 

for example, the sequence of play at the Derrick had 
been changed a few times over the years since the course 
originally opened for play in 1959. as a result, the old course 
didn’t flow very well from the 1st tee to the home green. 
there was also a lack of variety among the individual holes 
in each par category. half of the holes had been remodelled 
by different architects in different eras, too. the architectural 
style of those new holes contrasted the originals. this created 
a glaring lack of design continuity throughout the old course. 
there were also some safety issues that could be eliminated 
by moving some tees and greens, and creating a handful of 
new holes. 

In a vote taken in fall of 2012, a majority of the membership 
agreed that the course should be redesigned in the process of 
draining it. we went to work the following spring.

a significant amount of tree removal was necessary to 
achieve our goals. our best guess is about 2,000 trees came 
down during the course of the project. the Derrick is still a 
heavily treed course today, but there’s now some open space 
and beautiful long views on the course that complement the 
treed areas. those vistas present nice variety in the landscape, 
and a better environment for turfgrass. a few hundred trees 

derrick cLubremaking the
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are planned to be planted over the coming years, mainly 
spruce and pine, which are intended to give the course a 
natural look and feel.

tree removal at the Derrick also provided the space 
required to create a wider course that caters to the enjoyment 
of all golfers. this width also provided opportunities to present 
strategic dilemmas that enhance the challenge of the course 
without it being too penal. In other words, when certain holes 
are cut in certain spots on certain greens, it’s important to 
approach from the proper angle to have a chance to get close 
to the pin. It’s simple for higher handicap golfers to get down 
most of the fairways and onto most of the greens at the new 
Derrick, but it’s not necessarily easy to get close to the hole. 

the new course also features more variety than the old. 
there are four par 3s, three on the front and just one on the 
back. these short holes run the gamut, playing between 
150 and 220 yards from the back tees, and pointing toward 
varying directions on the compass so that golfers confront 
the wind at different angles. the par 4 4th hole measures just 
300 yards. par 4s at the 14th and 15th holes are 455 and 
450 yards long, respectively. there are only two par 5s on 
the course, and they’re completely different too. the green 
at the long sixth is set in a saddle between two small hills. at 
the shorter eleventh, the tiniest putting surface on the course 
(about 3,500 square feet) is set on a plateau above a deep 
bunker on the left. the average size of the greens at the new 
Derrick is about 5,500 square feet. the 15th green measures 
over 10,000 square feet. most 18-hole private club courses 
feature between 80 and 100 bunkers these days. there are 
only 77 at the new Derrick. the 11th hole has ten bunkers. 
the seventh and sixteenth have none. 

the bunker style at the new Derrick is inspired by 
many of the 1920’s era courses george waters and I grew 
up playing, and admiring back east; courses designed by 
legendary architects like Donald Ross, a.w. tillinghast and 

Devereux emmet. In fact, while planning for the Derrick Club 
project, it struck me that other than Calgary golf and Country 
Club, and Stanley thompson’s Jasper and banff courses, 
there’s a dearth of 1920’s era golf architecture in alberta. 
taking inspiration from those historic golf courses, by Ross, 
tillinghast and emmet, would definitely make the new Derrick 
Club distinctive in edmonton. 

also in 1920’s style, we’ve kept most of the new Derrick 
low-profile. the greens are only pushed up slightly above their 
surrounds, and the tees are down on the ground. many teeing 
areas are joined to the previous green by a fairway height 
cut reminiscent of augusta National and the old Course at 
St. andrews. Not only do these short grass areas enhance 
the distinctiveness of the new Derrick, they present a variety 
of recovery shot options. tight lies around the greens tend 
to enhance the challenge for better players by forcing them 
make decisions on what type of shot to play. at the same 
time, higher handicap golfers can simply whack their ball 
onto the green with a putter.

having played it a few times now, I’m very proud of the 
way the new Derrick Club course functions. It’s a course that 
drains, presenting Darryl maxwell and his staff with the best 
opportunity to cultivate a fine playing surface. It’s a course 
that allows golfers of all abilities to enjoy the game, yet no 
incredibly low scores have been recorded to-date. each of 
the individual holes are nicely varied, and present adequate 
challenge without being overly penal. and the overall look and 
feel of the course is distinctive to the edmonton area and the 
province of alberta.

hopefully this is a recipe that will allow the new Derrick to 
last, like those great old courses from the 1920’s era of golf 
architecture that inspired its creation. 

Est. 1927

Sales Consultants

For
All Your

Golf Course
Supplies

915 - 23 Avenue SE • Calgary, AB T2G 1P1 • (403) 263-4200
Fax: (403) 237-0029 • E-mail: progar@telusplanet.net

Rob Veno (N. Alta. & BC)
(780) 910-8402

Peter Krebs (S. & C Alta)
(587) 434-6638

Tom Wright (Sask.)
(306) 921-7615

John Lipski (Southern BC)
(250) 862-0967
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fall is suddenly upon us and our focus has now begun to 
shift towards preparing our golf courses for winter. It is 

also a reminder that one of our best educational opportunities 
is just around the corner.  the 21st annual agSa property 
manager’s Conference is coming up soon, and once again we 
will be returning to Canmore and its picturesque mountain 
setting. yet again the folks at the Coast hotel & Conference 
Center have agreed to partner with us and I am confident 
that they will more than exceed our expectations.  this year’s 
conference will take place on November 29th, 30th, and 
December 1st.  as always the conference is a great way to 
network, educate oneself with new and old technologies in the 
industry and unwind from what I’m sure has been a busy year.

our keynote Speaker this year will be Jason Strudwick 
former Nhl player and now currently in his second career 
co-hosting Dinner tV on CIty tV. he is more known for his 
personality and his sense of humour than setting records on 
the ice.  I am eagerly waiting to listen to his story of how he 
“grinded It out to the top”.  

there will be two pre-conference seminars again this year.  

we will be offering the alberta pesticide license Seminar 
for applicators looking for pesticide points and/or anyone 
wanting to write the applicator certificate exam. the other 
seminar will be with irrigation expert mike huck and it will be 
based on accurately determining irrigation water budgets and 
irrigation scheduling.  with the hot and dry summer that we 
have just encountered I am sure everyone will want to hear 
what he has to say. 

Some other speakers of note will be Simon Connah 
making the long trek from St. andrews, and tim morgahan 
of aspire golf.  there will also be presentations of research 
from penn State, guelph, and the ptRC.  once again there 
will be a one and a half days of horticulture talks, one day for 
the equipment technicians and rounding it all out with a half 
day set aside for our irrigation technicians.  all of this bound 
into 3 days of education, fun, and enlightenment.

 I would encourage everyone to mark this date on your 
calendar, as this year’s conference is once again a great 
educational opportunity that shouldn’t be missed. we look 
forward to seeing everyone there. 

BRAd eShpeteR
2015  

Conference ChairconferenceProperty Manager’s

The Legend.

Reborn.

A L W A Y S  D R I V E N

Let the next era begin.1,000 jobs. Only One Carryall. Check out the all-new Carryall at newcarryall.com.

Phil McDonald  •  Club Car Calgary       104-2926 Kingsview Blvd. S.E.  •  Calgary, AB T4A 0C9  •  1.800.828.6926  •  clubcar.com
Club Car Authorized Dealer: Bugle Forklift 105, 4919 – 72 Ave S.E. Calgary, Alberta T2C 3H3  Mike Reid: C: 403.467-0695 T: 403-243-4152 E: m.reid@bugleforklift.com

The Legend.

Reborn.

A L W A Y S  D R I V E N

Let the next era begin.1,000 jobs. Only One Carryall. Check out the all-new Carryall at newcarryall.com.

Phil McDonald  •  Club Car Calgary       104-2926 Kingsview Blvd. S.E.  •  Calgary, AB T4A 0C9  •  1.800.828.6926  •  clubcar.comPhil McDonald • Club Car Calgary   104-2926 Kingsview Blvd. S.E. • Airdrie, AB T4A 0C9 • 1.800.828.6926 • clubcar.com



For more information visit brettyoung.ca 
or call toll-free at 800-665-5015

Northern Alberta: Cory Becker 587-989-5035
Southern Alberta: Cal Drouin 587-999-5546

Pine Hills Golf Club, #11 fairway
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta

Committed 
                      to You...

Our dedicated team of turf professionals will 
work with you to identify and implement  
the very best agronomic programs.

We search for and become experts on 
innovative, high performance products. We 
then combine our product and agronomic 
expertise with yours to address the 
challenges you face every day.

Contact your local BrettYoung Regional 
Account Manager and let us show you our 
commitment to your success.

Cory Becker
Regional Account Manager, 
Northern Alberta

BrettYoung is a trademark of Brett-Young Seeds Limited.
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7237 Wilson Avenue
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Phone: (604) 940-2240
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Toll Free: 1-800-665-1988
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Brad Smith - Technical Representative

Northern Alberta

Cell: (587) 985-1126   Email: brad@keso.ca

Kelly Watkins - Senior Technical Representative

Central & Southern Alberta 

Cell: (403) 860-9299   Email: kelly@keso.ca

Dave Robbins - Senior Technical Representative

Southern Alberta
Cell: (403) 803-9748   Email: dave@keso.ca

www.kesoturfsupplies.com

Working Together Getting Results


