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At St Stephen’s School we know that real 
communities grow through diversity. The 
‘Home Away from Home’ program grows  
our own diverse experiences by offering 
the St Stephen’s experience to families in 
regional Western Australia via mid to  
long-term family-based Homestays. 

We work in tandem with Talkabout Homestay™  
to enrol regional students from all around Western  
Australia who plan to continue or commence their 
secondary education at St Stephen’s School –  
a Christ-centred, student-focused and  
community-based School in the northern suburbs  
of Perth. 

At St Stephen’s School your child will enjoy:

•  An affordable, highly relevant and quality 
Independent School education in the Perth 
Metropolitan region.

•  A family environment in which to reside, learn, 
build relationships and be cared for.

• A co-educational learning environment.

•  A connection to our metropolitan community  
that we hope will continue to grow long  
after graduation.



ABOUT 
ST STEPHEN’S SCHOOL
St Stephen’s School is a young and 
progressive school of the Uniting Church 
in Australia. We have a reputation for 
excellence in teaching and a commitment 
to developing well-rounded people – people 
of innovation, creativity, integrity and faith. 
The School was established at our Duncraig 
campus in 1984 and the Carramar campus  
in 2001.

Our mission to Serve God, Serve One Another is 
underpinned by five key values – faith, learning, 
service, care and community. We welcome all who 
share these values, from all faiths and backgrounds.

The School is a solid academic performer, yet the 
traits St Stephen’s School students learn such as 
teamwork, humility, leadership and compassion 
go beyond the classroom. We pride ourselves on 
our pathway approach to education, operating on 
the understanding that success looks different 
to everyone. Some students may elect to take an 
academic path to university while others are more 
practical and suited to our Vocational Education 
and Training (VET) route. St Stephen’s is a leading 
provider of VET in WA, with strong industry and 
work partnerships that offer students an array of 
opportunity beyond school. 
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The School owns a sprawling 100-acre 
property in Dwellingup, south-east of 
Perth. Known as ‘The Kaadadjan Centre’, 
which translates to ‘The Knowledge 
Centre’ in local Noongar language, it is 
bound by native forests and the Murray 
River and is a retreat for students and  
the School community. 

THE KAADADJAN  
CENTRE

GOOD KNOWLEDGE,  
GOOD SPIRITS,  
GOOD PLACE  
By Nerolie Bynder 2019 This artwork was commissioned by St Stephen’s School  

to tell the native story of The Kaadadjan Centre. 
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STUDENT 
TESTIMONIALS
Jesse Inall, Year 7
Hometown - Pannawonica
“I was nervous at first, and then I got to meet all the people and 
then I was fine.”

“Where I used to live there was nothing, there was only eight 
Year 6s and no sport there. There’s better sport, opportunities 
and more classes here.” 

Ethan March, Year 11
Hometown - Horrocks
“I thought it would be a lot harder moving in Year 11, trying to fit 
in with friends that have been here since Year 7 but I have adjusted 
pretty well.

“Academically, it has been easier probably because the teachers 
are really good so I haven’t found it too hard at all.”

“I feel like it is very relaxed and friendly here - I feel like you form 
more of a bond, not just with your friends but your teachers.

“I was part of the conversation about coming here. I think mum 
wanted me up there [at home] but I think being down here 
benefits me more. The biggest reason was the travel time. It 
would take me an hour-and-a-half to get to school and I feel as  
a Year 11 and 12 student I need that time to be studying.

“It’s very good here. I would think I’m in my best place to  
become the person that I want to be.”



Our hosts come from our local 
community and include families of our 
own staff and students. We partner 
with Talkabout Homestays, which is an 
established organisation that specialise 
in finding the right fit for both students 
and host families. 
Students can expect their own single bedroom, 
linen, towels, a quiet area to study and most 
importantly a safe, relaxed, friendly and nurturing 
family atmosphere. 

Our Homestays include all meals and, if  
required, transport to and from school each 
day. On weekends, students may participate in 
sport and other pursuits, visit with new friends 
and get involved in the life of their host families. 
Students are encouraged to become a member 
of their family and will have a set of reasonable 
expectations whilst residing with them. 

Students will usually return home during holidays 
and on long weekends. It is our hope that host 
families become ‘good neighbours,’ who will shrink 
the distance between a child’s regional home and a 
great education.
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OUR HOST FAMILIES

BEGINNING AT  
ST STEPHEN’S SCHOOL 
Home Away from Home students can 
commence at St Stephen’s School from  
Year 7 – 12, when they will enrol at either  
our Duncraig or Carramar campus. 

St Stephen’s hosts an introductory meeting with  
the students, their families, our host families and  
key staff. All interested students connect with us 
through our two-week transition, where students 
will stay with their host family and attend school 
during a regular school term, followed by a  
check-in meeting to see how everyone  
is settling in. 
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What this means for parents with boys 
and girls attending St Stephen’s School 
is one school – one drop-off and pick-up, 
one Athletics Carnival, one set of staff to 
become familiar with, one set of systems 
and policies, one Presentation Evening 
– the list goes on. We know this reduces 
complications for regional parents, who  
will also take advantage of reduced fees  
for enrolment of subsequent siblings.

Research into co-education outcomes, as  
opposed to single-sex education outcomes, is 
varied. What we do know is that every child is 
different. Each young person grows differently  
and what is important is the quality of the 
community, not the gender of a peer group. 

CHOOSING  
CO-EDUCATION 



 ST STEPHEN’S SCHOOL HOME AWAY FROM HOME            7

FREQUENTLY  
ASKED QUESTIONS
Why Homestays instead of boarding?
The boarding house environment, while a popular 
consideration for regional families exploring  
their educational options, is not for every child.  
A nurturing family atmosphere is an ideal  
alternative for parents who want a more 
personalised experience. 

Our host families get to know who your child is,  
their likes, dislikes and passions. They might become 
the supportive voice on the sidelines at sport, the 
pick-up from a late rehearsal, or the homework tutor 
when content becomes challenging.

 Why St Stephen’s School?
The roots of St Stephen’s School are in its Christian 
community, one which prioritises an affordable, 
quality education in a well-established independent 
school setting. 

St Stephen’s School has earned a reputation as an 
excellent school with strong community ties and 
a competitive fee schedule. Embarking on this 
journey with Talkabout Homestays significantly 
reduces costs otherwise associated with residential 
education whilst reaping all the benefits of our 
location, facilities and staff. 

What if our host family is not a  
‘good fit’ for our child?

Our host families have committed to the long-term 
support of regional students. Talkabout Homestays 

  
 
works alongside regional families, hosts and the 
School to build a support network that will work for 
everybody. Should circumstances change for any 
party, alternative hosts can be sought or requested.

What does it cost?
The below fee schedule for 2021 (which is updated 
each year) outlines the cost of tuition fee and 
Homestay fee to come up with a whole cost to the 
family. Please note, while St Stephen’s School aim to 
provide an all-inclusive fee for education, there are 
some subjects like Music and Outdoor Education 
that may incur a small resource fee.  
 

Year Tuition 
Fee

Homestay  
Fee

Total

7 $8,144 $16,540 $24,684
8 $9,579 $16,540 $26,119
9 $9,579 $16,540 $26,119

10 $9,889 $16,540 $26,429
11 $10,106 $16,540 $26,646
12 $10,106 $16,540 $26,646

This example Homestay fee includes three meals 
a day during term and assumes student will return 
home during term breaks. There is also the option 
for transport to and from school for an extra $100 
per week.

As each student’s education package will be 
personalised to their interests (i.e. subjects chosen) 
and situation, more detailed information about 
costings can be discussed with the School.

How do I find out more?

We are always happy to hear from you! 
Contact our Home Away from Home 
Coordinator Rolene Nel on  
9243 2110 or at  
homeawayfromhome@ststephens.wa.edu.au.  

mailto:Rolene.nel@ststephens.wa.edu.au


St Stephen’s School
SERVE GOD SERVE ONE ANOTHER

STSTEPHENS.WA.EDU.AU  
adminduncraig@ststephens.wa.edu.au
admincarramar@ststephens.wa.edu.au

DUNCRAIG (YR 3-12)  T (08) 9243 2100
100 Doveridge Drive, Duncraig WA
PO Box 68 Greenwood WA 6924

HEPBURN HEIGHTS (PK-2)  T (08) 9243 2480
9 Brookmount Ramble, Padbury WA
PO Box 68 Greenwood WA 6924 

CARRAMAR (PK-12)  T (08) 9306 7100
50 St Stephens Crescent, Tapping WA
PO Box 246 Joondalup WA 6919
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