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WELCOME TO STAFFEXPO 2018!
With our new strategic plan up and running I get an abiding sense of the
St Stephen’s School community moving forward with a clear direction
and with a clear purpose. As a Christ-centred, student focused and
community-based organisation we aim to nurture innovation, creativity,
integrity and faith in all our community members.
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Our learning and working environment is based on five core
values: faith, learning, service, care and community. It is with
these values firmly in mind that we look forward to explore
our place in the world.
The heart of our school is our people: a strong community
with a calling to serve. The next two-and-a-half days is an
opportunity to gather together and connect as one. Let
us imagine, be curious, question and achieve.
Please join me as we look and move forward, endeavouring
to stay true to our core mission of providing an
outstanding Christian education to one and all.
Donella Beare
Principal
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KEYNOTE
SPEAKERS
AMANDA HUNT

Amanda is currently the CEO of
UnitingCareWest. Prior to this, she
was the State Director for Mission
Australia in WA and SA. Amanda
oversaw vast organisational
change across both states with
Mission Australia, and previously
led a self-directed services reform
agenda at Anglicare WA.
With a Bachelor of Social Science
(Human Services) and a Masters
of Business Leadership, Amanda
has been working to build on the
strengths of the social services
sector, creating opportunities for
shared learning and advocating for
change. A substantial portion of her
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career has been devoted to working
with and for non-government
organisations. Amanda’s expertise
lies in the areas of people, culture and
change management.
An energizing focus for Amanda is
building relationships with community
partners who have a shared vision
for those experiencing vulnerability,
along with a commitment to finding
ways to put the people we serve at
the centre of everything we do.
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GIHAN PERERA

Gihan is a futurist, author and
consultant. His formal education is in
science and technology (UWA). He
has always taken a lead in embracing
emerging technologies and trends
from his thesis in robotics and AI to
founding one of Australia’s first Web
development companies.
He has worked with a wide range of
industries and he has always been
interested in people and the way they
communicate – and how to become
fit for future, so they can embrace
change, act on opportunities and
live happier lives.
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DAMIAN MARTIN

Damian is a well-known and well
respected professional basketball
player. At college he played for
Loyola Marymount University. He
currently captains the Perth Wildcats
in the NBL and he is a regular in
the Australian national team. The
six-time NBL Best Defensive Player
is currently poised to be ranked
amongst one of the best NBL
defenders of all-time. He has been
described as ‘Australia’s most
humble Rio Olympian’.
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DONNA LUND

Donna has been working for St Stephen’s
School since 2003, predominately at the
Carramar Campus, and in that time has
experienced various roles.
Donna was originally employed to help
in the development of the Learning
Enrichment Program. After six years in
the department Donna moved to VET,
and in 2011 commenced the position
of Careers Practitioner. In the later
stages of 2016 Donna initiated the role
of Service Learning Coordinator across
both campuses.
Donna has further completed a
Diploma in Professional Counselling,
Cert IV Mental Health, and Cert IV
Careers Practitioner.

STAFFEXPO
STAFFEXPO
2018 – JULY
201818-20
– JULY 18-20

Donna has always been passionate
about social justice and has been actively
engaged in volunteering for many years.
Donna believes that Service Learning
is a form of education where learning
occurs through experience, action and
reflection as students seek to achieve
real objectives for the community and
deeper understanding, as well as lifelong
skills for themselves.

DR MARK FIELDING

Dr Mark Fielding is the Director of
Global Programs at St Stephen’s
School. Mark is an experienced
educator with 30-years experience
in state and independent secondary
schools as well as teaching and
researching at UWA. His recent
research has won numerous awards
and he has a number of publications
to his name. His passions and
expertise include international
education, global issues and trends
in education, and history (Great War
and maritime history).
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JADE LEWIS

Jade Lewis is passionate and
inspiring winning many awards for her
excellence and dedication to building
drug people and communities and
giving female prisoners a second
chance at life. Recently, Jade was
named as the Winner of the Business
News 40 Under 40 Community
Service Award and was also inducted
into the WA Women’s Hall of Fame.
She is also the author of two best
selling books. Jade’s story is personal,
she overcame a life of drugs, crime
and violence in 1999 and has a
strong desire to reach Australians
with her message.
Along with her husband Tristan,
they are the Senior Pastors of
Eternity Church, a thriving Church
in Perth Western Australia.
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They are also the Founders of the
award winning Yellow Ribbon Project
Australia which exists to rehabilitate
and reintegrate female prisoners
to a successful transition back
to community.
Tristan and Jade have three
beautiful and energetic children
who keep them constantly
entertained.

Jade has a powerful message that
will bring hope, justice and ignite
something new in lives.

REV DAVID DE KOCK

Rev David de Kock was appointed as
General Secretary, for the Uniting
Church Western Australia in March
2016. He has a passion to see the
Church as a transforming agent in
the life of the community.

David was ordained to Ministry in 1993
after many years in the business world,
primarily as an economist but also as
a Chief Executive Officer of a currency
trading business.
As well as serving in parishes in his
native South Africa he has served as
the Minister of parishes in the Eastern
Wheatbelt and in Geraldton.
David rides a Honda VTX1300 over
the weekends with the Christian
Motorcycle Association, paints,
cross stitches and grows bonsai
trees as hobbies.
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SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY 18 JULY

True North Church
869 Connolly Drive, Merriwa

FRIDAY 20 JULY

TIME

SCHEDULE

TIME

SCHEDULE

8.30 – 8.45am

Welcome and Conference introduction
Donella Beare (Principal, St Stephen’s School)

7.45 – 8.15am

Conference registration

8.30 – 8.45am

Welcome & Conference Introduction

8.45 – 9.45am

Executive team members

9.45 – 10.45am

Jade Lewis

Gihan Perera
Fit for the future – thriving, not just surviving in
an ever changing world

10.45 – 11.10am

Morning tea

11.15 – 12.15pm

Rev David De Kock
Christianity, Culture and Crystal Balls

Gihan Perera
Step Up – Stand for something that matters

12.15 – 12.30pm

7.45 – 8.15am

8.45 – 9.45am
9.45 – 10.45am
10.45 – 11.10am

11.15 – 12.15pm
12.15 – 1.15pm
1.15 – 1.55pm
2.00 – 3.00pm
3.05 – 3.20pm
3.20pm

Conference registration

Amanda Hunt
Encourage us to be the best version of ourselves
that we can be

Morning tea

Donna Lund and Dr Mark Fielding
Service Learning: why do we do this and more
importantly how does it change us

12.30 – 1.00pm

Closing comments
Donella Beare (Principal, St Stephen’s School)
Celebration Service
Jethro Currie & David Shinkfield

Lunch

Damian Martin
Who am I and who I am as a leader

Closing comments
Donella Beare (Principal, St Stephen’s School)
Afternoon Tea
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RHETT CONNELL
ST STEPHEN'S SCHOOL

PARTNERS

