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COVID -19 Pandemic has 
disrupted the admissions criteria 
to colleges & universities 
throughout the nation. 

Many colleges have adjusted their 
criteria, deadlines, and student 
support services to meet the 
needs of students

It is strongly recommended to check your school of 
attendance website for updates. On the home page 

of the college or university, link to admissions, 
future student, or prospective student. 
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The current admissions changes due to the Pandemic

Check with your school of 
attendance by visiting their 
school’s website and link to 
either admissions or future 

students for updated 
information.  

Many College and 
Universities throughout the 
nation have extended the 

“National decision deadline 
from May 1st to June 1st”

Many schools are extending 
their enrollment deposit 

deadlines, check with your 
school of attendance 

Many colleges and  
universities are waiving 
testing  (SAT/ACT) for 
admissions for 21/22 

academic year

Federal Aid

State

Institutional Aid

Private Aid   
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Don’t loose your State Grants by not conducting your research! 
You have options and talk to your counselor for resources  

• Every state in the union has a Department of Higher Education that monitors, and 
regulates, the colleges and universities within that state.

• Most states offer their resident students some degree of college financial aid, either 
through their Department of Higher Education or through a dedicated Student 
Assistance Commission. 

• Scholarship and grant programs are common at the state level, and are typically 
supported by state and local taxes, and/or state lottery funds.  

http://www.collegescholarships.org/grants/state

http://www.collegescholarships.org/grants/state


• Scholarships 

• Internships

• Parent’s jobs

• Scholarships

• Military

• Jobs

• Need Base Need Blind

• Merit Aid  

• Two-year tuition waiver at 

• California Community Colleges

• CAL Grants A, B, and C

• Chafee Grants

• Middle Class Scholarship

• University California (UC) Grant

• State University (SU) Grant 

• Pell Grant

• SEOG

• Teach

• Loans

•Work study

• Military 
Federal

150 billion  

Full-time

State Aid

Full-time

PrivateInstitutional 

California Financial Aid Resources to help pay for college

California State Aid 
Deadline 

March 2, 2021

Federal Student Aid 
Deadline

June 30, 2021



• Scholarship 

• Internships

• Parent’s jobs

• Scholarships

• Military

• Jobs

• Need Base Need Blind

• Merit Aid  

• Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)

• Excelsior Scholarship 

• Enhance Tuition Awards (Private)

• NYS Math & Science (STEM) *

• NYS Part-time Scholarship Award

• Pell Grant

• SEOG

• Teach

• Loans

•Work study

• Military 

Federal

180,000 
billion 

State

PrivateInstitutional 

New York Financial Aid Resources to help pay for college

New York State Aid 
Deadline 

March 2021   

Federal Student Aid 
Deadline

June 30, 2021



• Scholarship 

• Internships

• Parent’s jobs

• Scholarships

• Military

• Jobs

• Need Base Need Blind

• Merit Aid  

•Florida Bright Futures Scholarship

•Florida Tax Credit

•McKay Scholarship

•Opportunity Scholarship

•Benacquisto Scholarship Program

•Florida Student Assistance Grant

•Access to Better Learning Grant

•Mary McLeod Bethune Scholarship 

•First Generation Grant

• Pell Grant

• SEOG

• Teach

• Loans

•Work study

• Military Federal

180,000 
billion 

State

PrivateInstitutional 

Florida Financial Aid Resources to help pay for college

Florida State Aid 
Deadline 

March 2021   

Federal Student Aid 
Deadline

June 30, 2021



Creating and using the FSA ID – for 12th/Seniors should have 
FSA ID verified by 9/30/2020 – FAFSA Opens up on 10/1/2020

Website What can be done at the site

FAFSA.gov

▪ Electronically sign the FAFSA
▪ Import tax information from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) if parents 

worked, it is critical to use the IRS Retrieval online to transfer parent’s 
tax information. Otherwise, be prepared for a delay in the financial aid 
award. Parent’s will need to an FSA ID to be able to transfer and sign 
the FAFA 

▪ Prefill data in this year’s FAFSA (if a FAFSA was filed last year)
▪ Make online corrections
▪ View or print an online copy of the SAR

My Federal Student Aid 
StudentAidgov/login or National Student Loan Data 
System (NDSL) www.nslds.ed.gov

• View a history of any federal student aid received
• Look up loan servicer’s contact information

Studentloans.gov • Complete entrance counseling, the Financial Awareness Counseling tool, or exit 
counseling

• Electronically sign a master promissory note (MPN)
• Complete PLUS loan requests
• Estimate student loan payments using the Repayment Estimator
• Apply for ran income-driven repayment plan or a consolidation loan

Agreement to Serve (ATS) • Sign the ATS for the Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education 
(TEACH) Grant Program
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• All eight Ivy Leagues schools will not require 
standardized (SAT/ACT) testing for admissions for 
21/22 Academic Year

• Students who family income is less than $65,000 
will not be required to pay for tuition, fees, room, 
and board 

• These schools are highly competitive 

• Some of these Ivies offer a fly-in Program to 
serve low-income families

Where are the Ivy 
Leagues?

9/26/20209



You Can Afford Harvard or any other Ivy League 

Getting into Harvard or other Ivy Leagues can be challenging. Figuring out how to pay for it 
shouldn't be. The Ivy Leagues are more affordable than public universities for 90 percent of 
Americans—and international students receive exactly the same financial aid as American 
students, including Dreamers. 

Because the Ivy Leagues and other Ivies want to admit the best people, they will follow two 
important principles.

1. Need-blind admissions. Your financial need and your aid application will never affect 
your chance of being admitted to an Ivy League. Students are accepted based on their 
merits, but a financial aid package is awarded based only on financial need and nothing 
else

2. 100% need-based aid. We base aid awards on need, not on merit. This means that 
financial aid supports the students who will benefit from it the most. Furthermore, we 
meet 100 percent of our students' demonstrated financial need.

The Ivy Leagues will work with you and your family one-on-one to help you navigate the 
options and make sure these Ivy Leagues are an affordable option for your education.
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DreaMers Roadmap Mobile App
Plentiful Scholarships for Dreamers and Latinx  



Endowments at the Ivies

Bloomberg reported earlier in 2015 that Ivy 
League schools were raising the tuition to an 
average of around %4, with some schools going 
as high as $63,000 a year. In the exact same 
report, Bloomberg pointed out that many students 
won’t even notice the increase, and Ivy Leagues 
might be less expensive than many public and 
state schools- because of  endowments.

According to Forbes, Harvard is sitting on a $40 
billion endowment for 2015. Even UPENN boasts 
a 5.5 billion endowment, and Brown brings up the 
rear – at 4.2 billion. With massive endowments, 
Ivy Leagues schools can shower their students 
with hefty financial aid packages



The Eight Public Ivies
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▪ University of Michigan – Ann Arbor

▪ University of California System

▪ University of Virginia

▪ University of Vermont

▪ University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

▪ University of Wisconsin- Madison

▪ College of William and Mary

▪ University of Texas at Austin



Tuition waivers for low-income at Ivy Leagues

Families income less than $65,000- will receive tuition, 
fee, room and board- parents pay $0 14

❑Brown

❑Harvard

❑Yale

❑Columbia

❑Dartsmouth

❑Cornell 

❑Princeton

❑UPENN

▪ Bates

▪ Amherst

▪ Wesleyan

▪ Middlebury

▪ MIT

▪ Vassar

▪ Stanford

▪ West Point

Ivy League schools Baby Ivy League and other      
prestigious schools



Writing your Essay
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▪ Tell us about yourself, family, where are you from, etc….

▪ Tell us about an academic or extracurricular interest

▪ Tell us why and how the scholarship will benefit you

▪ Show us an imaginative side of your personality and your passion

▪ Sensory detail- Use an experience to set the scene in which you will illustrate 
something about yourself, topic, or situation

▪ Write about something that means a lot to you, and support your thoughts 
with reason and examples

▪ Essay are usually from 300 to 500 words and Ivies 650-1,000

▪ Check your grammar  and ask someone to edit your essay

▪ Participate in an Essay workshop to help you develop skills or other resources 
that are made available. 
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Great Example of an Essay that has substance, passion, and 
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Opportunities to visit Ivy League 
Campuses (Example)

• Penn Early Exploration Program (PEEP)

• PEEP is a fly-in program from Sunday, October 8th - Tuesday, 
October 10th. PEEP serves high-achieving high school students from 
historically underrepresented and/or low socioeconomic 
backgrounds seeking to visit Penn, gain first-hand exposure to Penn's 
social and academic atmosphere, and learn about the highly 
selective admissions process. The program is fully funded by Penn 
Admissions, which includes travel and board.

• The PEEP 2019 application deadline is September 8th, 2019, before 
5:00PM EST. To learn more about the program and its application 
requirements, please refer to the PEEP website.

•

9/26/2020
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.admissions.upenn.edu%2Fpeep&data=02%7C01%7Cgloria.ponce-rodriguez%40fresnounified.org%7Ce49c80db592c428d867a08d4e3432ab1%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C636383324998943635&sdata=ikRh5PS90ura%2BkgmufzFvsSZO%2BdOif8CPz3DYQyv%2B1g%3D&reserved=0


WHAT IS THE COMMON APPLICATION?

▪ The Common Application is a not-for-profit 
organization that serves students and member 
institutions by providing an admission application 
– online and in print –

▪ students may submit to any of 900 members. 

▪ 200 plus colleges and universities with no 
application fee

▪ 33 international universities from 14 countries 
outside the U.S.                         

https://www.commonapp.org

The Common Application, is an excellent resource 
hub with a new refresh look. New content written to 
support students, parents, and counselors during all 
phases of the college admissions process

https://www.commonapp.org/
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First-Year Application Requirements

• All first-year applicants—both international and U.S. candidates—
must complete the Common Application, the Universal College 
Application, or the Coalition Application along with the required 
supplements. You will need to submit: 

• Harvard College Questions for the Common Application, Coalition 
Application, or the Universal College Application - Harvard 
supplements

• $75 fee (or request a fee waiver)

• Optional: AP or other examination results

• Optional SAT or ACT – Using Holistic Admissions and other factors

• School Report and high school transcript

• Teacher Report (2) you’ll still need three letters of 
recommendations

• Midyear School Report (after your first semester grades)

• Final School Report (for admitted students only)

http://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.universalcollegeapp.com/
http://coalitionapp.org/


What and Where are HBCUs?

▪ Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)

▪ Predominately Black College & Universities

▪ There are 107 HBCUs in the U.S. 

▪ HBCUs are in 20 States in the South, Central States 
and Caribbean

▪ HBCUs represent 3% of the 4000 plus  universities 
(graduate 25% of African American graduates 

annually 

▪ North Carolina and Virginia have the majority HBCUs

NC-9

VA-7
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Articulation 
Agreements 
with over 
35 HBCUs.  
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Many scholarship opportunities

9/26/2020
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HBCUs offer internships

▪ Morgan State has the highest federal grant from DOE to produce more NASA 
engineers, scientist and aviators (28 million) and recently won a 577 million lawsuit 
that will support four HBCUs in Maryland 

▪ Offer paid internships while in college 

▪ Summer internships 

▪ Merit aid for STEAM majors  

▪ 19 Land grant schools offer USDA scholarships or 1890 scholarships

9/26/2020 23



United State Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Opportunities

9/26/2020 24

❑1890 National Scholars Program (19 land grant HBCU schools)

❑ Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services (HR Division)

❑Hispanic Association of Colleges & Universities (HACU)

❑Pathways Programs ( Internships) 

❑Workforce Recruitment Program for College Students with 
Disabilities 



U.S. Department of Agriculture
(Land Grant Universities) 

▪ Alabama A & M

▪ Alcorn State University

▪ Delaware State

▪ Florida A & M

▪ Fort Valley State

▪ Kentucky State

▪ Langston

▪ Lincoln University

▪ North Carolina A & T

▪ Prairie View A & M

▪ South Carolina State 

▪ Southern University

▪ Tuskegee University

▪ Univ. of Arkansas Pine Bluff 

▪ University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore

▪ Virginia State University

▪West Virginia State University

9/26/2020 25
1890 scholarships – USDA opportunities 



HBCUs Rich History

HBCUs is an acronym meaning “Historically Black 
Colleges & Universities” and can also be referred to as 
Predominately Black Colleges and Universities. 



HBCUs existed prior to the Civil War

▪ Science majors with high GPAs receive a lot of financial support  at 
HBCUs and HSIs

▪ Over half of all African American professionals are graduates of 
HBCUs

▪ The top ten colleges that graduate the most African Americans who 
go on to earn PhDs are from HBCUs

▪ UNCF members Spelman College and Bennett College produce over 
half of the nation’s African American Female doctorates in all science 
fields

▪ HBCU are increasing Hispanic enrollment 

9/26/2020 27



Great Programs for Pre-Med Majors – check with the HBCUs to 
see what partners they have with high tier universities 

9/26/2020 28
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The American Institutes for Research (AIR) 
found in 2014 that 72 percent of Black 
graduates with a STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) doctorate from 
an historically Black college and 
university earned their undergraduate degree 
at an HBCU as well. 

HBCUs in STEM 

Dr. Jedidah Isler is the first African American to earn 

her Ph.D in Astrophysics from Yale University. She 

also attended Vanderbilt University where she 

studied hyperactive, supermassive black holes. Her 

scientific research explores the physics of blazars –

supermassive black holes at the centers of galaxies 

that create particle jets moving at nearly the speed 

of light. She is a proud alumna of Norfolk State 

University’s Dozoretz National Institute for 

Mathematics and Applied Sciences (DNIMAS) 

and the Fisk-Vanderbilt Bridge Program.

Howard University – Florida A & M –
Alabama A & M – Morgan State – Clark 
Atlanta – Jackson State – NC A&T –
Morehouse – Tennessee State and 
Meharry Medical College



STEM (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING, AND MATHMATICS)

▪ The American Institutes for Research (AIR) found in 2014 
that 72 percent of Black graduates with a STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) doctorate from 
an historically Black college and university earned their 
undergraduate degree at an HBCU as well. The top colleges 
producing STEM graduates are listed below. These top 
universities and colleges are proof that HBCUs matter and 
produce high-quality graduates.

Howard University – Florida A & M – Alabama A & M –
Morgan State – Clark Atlanta – Jackson State – NC A&T –
Morehouse – Tennessee State and Meharry Medical 
College

9/26/2020 30



• Colleges often ask for letters of 
recommendation  from people 
who know you well.  

• Letters should be written by 
someone who can describe your 
skills, accomplishments and 
personality.

• Also validates your essay 

If you apply under early decision or 
early action plans, you'll need to 
ask for recommendations by the 
start of your senior year or before 

Why you need letters of Recommendations
• Request at least 6 weeks in advanceRequest

• Follow up 2 weeks after your request – via emailFollow up

• Obtain at minimum of three recommendationsObtain

• Provide the requested information for 
recommendation: sometimes an educational resumeProvide

• Make many copies and keep the original for your 
special scholarship or for your filesMake

• Keep a USB drive to store all your letter 
recommendations and other college stuffKeep

• Make sure your letters are clean copies Make



What is the term “Rolling Admissions” 

▪ Rolling admission will accept you up to the first day of school

▪ Many of the WUE schools accept students from January through 
July

▪ You will have an opportunity to be accepted after November from 
the previous year

▪ Basically no deadlines up to the first day of school

▪ Student must remain in good academic standing: check with the 
school for specific GPA/minimum credit hours requirements

9/26/2020 32



Reserve Officer’ Training Corps (ROTC)

ROTC Scholarships 

❑ Navy 

❑ Marines

❑ Air Force

❑ Army

Military scholarships at 4-year universities

Check with your local colleges and ask 
questions about college funding and 
obligation
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Check with your 
counselor for college 
planning resources 

• XELLO formerly Career Cruising   
www.xello.com

• Naviance  
https://www.hobsons.com/solution/naviance/

• California Colleges 
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/

• College Navigator  
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

• College Board Big Future 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

• Khan Academy                            
https://www.khanacademy.org/

• Raise Me                                                        
www.raise.me

http://www.xello.com/
https://www.hobsons.com/solution/naviance/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.raise.me/


Scholarship Opportunities - Start Early
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▪ Searching for scholarships takes preparation and planning for your future.  You must decide how much time  you want to put 
into your scholarship search. 

▪ Use these tools to create your portfolio.  These are a couple of the  best tools that will help you search for scholarships and 
colleges that fits your profile. 

▪ Make sure you create a free account in your freshman year of high school 

▪ www.cappex.com (11 BILLION worth of scholarships)

▪ www.nces.ed.gov\collegenavigator

▪ www.tuitionfundingsources.com (7 million scholarships worth 41 BILLION)

A deeper look at college’s cost: Visit

o collegesscorecard.ed.gov

o https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-

o https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org

o www.cb.org/opportunity

Visit the school’s website and 
link to financial aid to retrieve 
various types of scholarships 
on and off campus!  

http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator
http://www.tuitionfundingsources.com/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.cb.org/opportunity


BE PREPARED TO ASK QUESTIONS
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• Field of study or major ( What is your passion?)

• Small or large, urban or rural,  private or public 
universities

• What is the cost for tuition, room and board 

• What are the GPA requirements?

• Does the school require the ACT/SAT? 

• What is the average financial aid package for 
financial need students 

• Learn the different deadlines for admissions, 
housing, and other  programs (very crucial)

• What type of scholarships (on and off campus)

• What types of organizations, clubs, or support 
groups do you have on campus 

• What is your student-teacher ratio



What is the Black Common App

9/26/2020Technology Update: Board Workshop
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Other Scholarship websites 

▪ www.meritaid.com

▪ www.fastweb.com

▪ www.coca-colascholars.org

▪ www.chci.org

▪ www.uncf.org

▪ www.littleafrica.org

▪ www.hispanic.fund

▪ www.hsf.net

▪ www.scholarshiphunter.com

▪ www.shell.com

▪ www.maldef.com

▪ www.scholarship.com

▪ www.dreamersroadmap.com

▪ www.adelantefund.org

▪ www.collegescholarships.com

▪ www.gmsp.org

▪ www.aacn.nche.edu

▪ www.apsanet.org

▪ www.xerox.com

▪ www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org

▪ www.salliemae.com

▪ www.jackieRobinson.org

▪ www.blackExcel.org/link4.htm

▪ www.scholarshipamerica.org

▪ www.apiasf.org

▪ www.cappex.com
38

http://www.meritaid.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.coca-colascholars.org/
http://www.chci.org/
http://www.uncf.org/
http://www.littleafrica.org/
http://www.hispanic.fund/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://www.scholarshiphunter.com/
http://www.shell.com/
http://www.maldef.com/
http://www.scholarship.com/
http://www.dreamersroadmap.com/
http://www.adelantefund.org/
http://www.collegescholarships.com/
http://www.gmsp.org/
http://www.aacn.nche.edu/
http://www.apsanet.org/
http://www.xerox.com/
http://www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org/
http://www.salliemae.com/
http://www.jackierobinson.org/
http://www.blackexcel.org/link4.htm
http://www.scholarshipamerica.org/
http://www.apiasf.org/
http://www.cappex.com/
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Comparing Award letters! 

❑ What is the cost of attendance? 

❑ How much financial aid will you be awarded 
(grants, work-study, scholarship, & loans)?

❑ Do the simple math. Cost minus financial your 
financial aid

❑ Compare your offer. 

❑ This is where you will need to be realistic in 
deciding what school you’ll be attending

❑ Will you consider loans (see legend on “Know 
before you owe” chart

❑ Or a payment plan  

Please note:  You will need to either accept or reject your 
award letter by the deadline that the school specifies. 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-

awards/compare-aid-calculator

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-awards/compare-aid-calculator


College Applicant Portal contains personal information for every 
applicant at a college. 

9/26/2020
You will be responsible to ensure everything is in order!
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▪ Once your admission application is received, you will be sent 
notification via email, text, or U.S. mail, depending on the school’s 
policies.

▪ Look out for all emails and read carefully for portal access instructions 
along with a temporary log-in information

▪ It also may contain the link to the website to create that account, which 
may be different from the link provided to login once you have set up 
that account… It just depends on the college

▪ If you do not set-up an account, with the temporary login, you may not 
be aware of notifications from the Admissions, financial aid office, or 
other deadlines and being late in responding can potentially jeopardize 
your award letter.

▪ Once portals are set up, the next step is to check the portals weekly for 
registration, courses, verification forms, financial aid award letters etc.  



School Aid (Institutional Aid)

▪Many postsecondary  (colleges & universities) schools offer aid from 
their institutional funds. 

▪Most require the student submit an application in additional to the 
FAFSA to be considered for institutional aid. 

▪ Some require a FAFSA before considering a student for merit aid; so 
encourage your students to complete the FAFSA at www.fafsa.ed.gov

▪ Visit www.cappex.com or the school’s website to retrieve application for 
institutional funds.

▪ Some states only use their “state aid” for their state community college, 
state universities, or private 

9/26/2020 41

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.cappex.com/


Private & Foundation scholarships

▪ Private scholarships come from colleges, the 
government, corporations, individuals, religious 
groups, non-profits, civic organizations, employers and 
professional organizations. 

▪Most private scholarships are awarded based on 
certain criteria such as academic performance, 
extracurricular activities, community involvement, 
ethnic heritage or religious affiliation. 

9/26/2020
www.Cappex.com
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http://www.cappex.com/
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Your Letters of Recommendations should be from

 A Teacher 

 A Science teacher if majoring in the sciences

 Your high school counselor

 Someone from your school administration 
who knows your talents, ability, and 
background

 A community organization 

 Your church (pastor)

 For Ivies, two should be from your teachers 

Note: Make sure your letters are on agency letterhead




