
RESIDENTIAL 

Toronto’s residential areas are a significant  

contributor to plastic pollution.

With most of the blame for plastic and other 

contaminate pollution placed on both large 

corporations and municipalities, this study set out 

to determine the impact residential areas have on 

plastic pollution. To determine the extent of the 

problem, Enviropod installed a single LittaTrap in a 

residential alleyway from January to March of 2019.

Toronto Laneways 
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CATCHMENT 

The laneway chosen for this study sat directly outside a shared 
office space and bar on Logan Avenue in Lesliville, Toronto.  
With residential housing further up the street, it provided a 
diverse and congested area for the case study.

The drain and laneway used for the case study



At the end of the two month period, the LittaTrap was extracted 

from the site. The contents was then emptied and analyzed to 

determine the extent of the problem and the effectiveness of 

the LittaTrap. 

In total, 217 pieces of rubbish were caught by the LittaTrap. These 217 pieces  
of rubbish were comprised of a combination of soft plastics (19 pieces), hard 
plastics (7 pieces), plastic utensils (1 piece), chewing gum (2 pieces), cigarettes 
(20 pieces), large polystyrene (160 pieces) and aluminum cans (2 pieces). 

RESULTS
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SUMMARY

The Toronto laneway case study showed that a significant 
number of pollutants are indeed coming directly from 
residential areas. It is important to note that this data was 
retrieved from a single laneway. The map to the right 
displays every alleyway across Toronto, highlighting the 
potential extent of the problem. The study did show the 
LittaTrap’s ability to actively assist in catching materials 
as small as polystyrene and as sharp and heavy as 
aluminum cans, preventing these pollutants from 
reaching the waterways.

TYPES OF RUBBISH FOUND  

Soft Plastics and 
Polystyrene  

Fish and other marine life often 

mistake soft plastics for food, 

which can have adverse health 

effects. There is extensive 

research showing that these 

small plastics are increasingly 

becoming consumed by people.  

Chewing Gum 

 

Chewing gum is made of  

non-biodegradable plastics.  

As a result, it accumulates  

toxins and releases them  

into our watersystems and 

its inhabitants.

Cigarettes 

 
One of the most dangerous 

substances to aquatic life, 

cigarettes remain the pollutant 

most frequently found in our 

waterways. Cigarette pollution 

occurs most frequently in 

residential areas, highlighting the 

need for action. 

Aluminum  
  
As far back as 1990, aluminum 

has been recognized as a toxic 

agent to aquatic freshwater 

organisms. 
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