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the DYDDI digest 

taken from what is thought to be the 7th century origin 
of Didmarton’s name Dyddimaertun, 

believed to mean the boundary (maere) farm (tun) of 
a Mr Dyddi 

 
October 2021 – no. 553 

 

SO MUCH TO CELEBRATE!   

Didmarton’s Bonfire Night Is Back - Saturday 6th November 

See page 5 for details 

 
Didmarton’s local newspaper incorporating 

Leighterton, Boxwell and Sopworth 
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DIDMARTON RUBBISH & RECYCLING 

COLLECTIONS DATES FOR OCTOBER  
Thursdays 14th & 28th   Food waste bin 

Thursdays 7th & 21st All rubbish & recycling 
************************************************************************************* 
OCTOBER DIARY DATES…Some extra-special services this month in 

three very beautiful churches: 

Sunday 3rd, here in Didmarton at St. Lawrence’s, is the 
Harvest Festival, 11.15am.  Do come along to this special 
service and traditional hymns.  
Saturday 9th – head to Leighterton for an evening (note, 
Saturday!) Harvest Festival, followed by drinks, etc.. and 
auction. Info and details on p. 13 
Sunday 31st is a very very special service for charity in the incredible church of 
Great Badminton. At 11am, see p. 13 for more.  
Also… 

Friday 8th - Film Night, – p. 7 for big name star (and four legged) information.  A 
must-see! 
Thursday 14th is Margaret’s walking group – p. 21  Enjoy the changing colours 
outdoors, with company.  
Mondays (Pilates, Circuits) & Tuesdays (Pilates) are Ruth’s classes, now in the 
village hall.  Call her on 01454 238957. 

…& GOING INTO NOVEMBER 

Bonfires are back, ours is on the 6th – see p.5  Unmissable.  
Always. 
(Just one more ‘diary date’, if you like… at 6pm, on Friday 22nd, 
it’s time to celebrate the beginning of the world which was 
Archbishop Ussher of Armagh’s belief in the mid 1600s.  He 

wrote that on said date, in 4004BC, the world began. Not so much a Big Bang as 
a Celtic ‘bog’ which funnily enough, is Irish for ‘soft’.  Well, well, well.) 
************************************************************************************* 

GRAHAM WEBB 
Thank you to everyone who sent cards and messages of condolence to us after 
Graham passed away in August. The family and I took great comfort in the very 
kind words. Didmarton and the friends we made during the thirty two years we 
lived in the village hold a special place in our hearts.                               Ann Webb 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
Phoenix, Tetbury surgery – 01666 502303 
Police – to report incidents – 101 
Tolsey Surgery, Sherston – 01666 840270 
Tetbury Hospital – 01666 502336 
Oldbury Garage – 01454 537016 
Village hall bookings -    01454 238450  
DVHCC Chairman, Ed Hardy – 01454 238006 
Parish council, John Hammond – 01454 238373 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU  

2nd   – Alfie Rogers 
5th  - Alexander Whitbread 

12th – Amelia Hardy 
14th – Samuel Hathaway 

15th – Ruby Rogers 
20th – Ioan Jones 

20th – Oliver Hathaway 
25th – Sylvia Eldridge 

BABYSITTING CONTACTS  

Elizabeth Darbyshire – 07702 693100 
Bailey Jones  - 01454 232985 
Lewis Rogers  - 01454 238113 
Flora Scutt  - 01454 219258 
Joe Turner  - 01454 238235 
Henry Yandell -  07719 304445  
 

Aha, three household names whose birthdays are this month:  top, legendary 

singer/songwriter & former Beatle, John Lennon (who would have been 81 on the 9th), 

next, writer & poet Oscar Wilde (born the 16th, 1854), & bottom, Jeeves & Wooster 

creator, Wodehouse, (1881 on the 15th).  The usual little quiz:  what was Lennon’s 

middle name, & what is named after him? Secondly, any idea of Wilde’s first middle 

name…?  Finally, what are Wodehouse’s two Christian name?  The answers are on p. 

21.  If you need a clue or three, read on…Lennon – Churchill, Boeing.  Wilde – 

Mendelssohn’s cave, Wodehouse – argh, um, crikey,not easy!  The first is a horse bit, 

the second a late 18th century PM.  Clearly his parents hadn’t heard of Ron, Don, Den 

or Len. 
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POLITE NOTICE 1 

If ghosties and ghoulies ARE your thing, there’s an easy 
way to say to spooky children that they CAN knock on 
your door – just stick a pumpkin outside your door.  Any 
house WITHOUT a pumpkin remains A NO trick or 
treaters, please.  This year’s 31st ghost-fest is a Sunday.  

 
POLITE NOTICE 2  

It would be really helpful and thoughtful if fireworks could 
JUST be on the 5th and 6th November this year.  For those 
with pets and animals who find them, quite frankly, 
terrifying, it means owners can be prepared, rather than 
having to deal with cowering, or worse, escaping four 
legged friends if fireworks are let off on any-old-day. IF you are having fireworks, 
PLEASE use as much social media as you can to inform everyone, and also, 
maybe a few notes through doors?  Thank you. 
 

POLITE NOTICE 3 

A good old bonfire is fab, and the smell of singed eyebrows 
and melting welly boots from standing too near is the stuff 
of a good childhood.  However, Jubilees and Guy Fawkes 
apart, if our domestic bonfires could be restricted until late 
afternoon, that would be a great help, and thank you! 

 

NEW DYDDI ADVERTISER - SEE PAGE 31 

FIRST STEPS & CARLY ELIZABETH SCHOOL OF DANCE,  

At our dance and ballet school based in Hawkesbury Upton, children 
are accepted from the age of 3, when ballet is taught through 

imaginative stories and rhymes. It is proven that children who take ballet at this 
age benefit greatly by showing improved co-ordination, deportment, self-
awareness and confidence.  We have fabulous classes in Classical Ballet, Tap 
Dance & Modern Theatre Dance which all allow children to learn a new range of 
steps and also improve a freer style of dance expression. Please feel free to 
contact us for more information or to book a free trial lesson. We look forward 
to welcoming new pupils into our lovely friendly school. Follow our Facebook 
and Instagram to see what we get up to! Lots of love,                           Miss Carly x  



5 
 

DIDMARTON’S BONFIRE 

BONANZA IS BACK! 

Saturday 6th November  

from 6pm  
Each year, with an obvious exception, our 
community bonfire-firework display at the 
village hall and playing field is always a 
fantastic evening for everyone. 
There’s the massive bonfire, whizzpopping rocketing skyhigh firework wonders, 
and the absolute necessities of a barbecue, hot drinks, bar and various stalls. 
The gates open at 6pm, the fire is lit at 6.30, and the fireworks start at 7pm.  

Same price as previous years (what a bargain!), at £5 per adult, 
children up to 16 – just a £1, and of course, they always get a 
FREE sparkler! 
It’s terrific to see Didmartonians, friends, families and so many 
others from near and far enjoying the ever-super-duper 
evening.  And you never quite know how the Sherston 1016 
firework crew are going to end their fantastic lightshow…so DO 
keep watching right to the very end.  Go for it, boys! 

************************************************************************************* 

GOODBYE…to Rich, Jo, Issy and Katie Williams who have 

ventured into deeper rural life on the Exmoor border.  Best wishes for 
a very exciting future and good luck in finding lost cats, children and 
cricket balls in the gorse (from experience, I lost Chippy the guinea pig 
that way 47 years ago).  See their goodbye letter, p. 14  And of course…   

 

…WELCOME! to Emma, Oli, Esme and Elspeth.  We hope you settle 

in quickly and are able to fully enjoy this summer-into-autumn time.  Do get in 
touch with news or thoughts for Dyddi inclusion, email dyddi@btinternet.com   
And if Esme and Elspeth (or anyone else) would like to be in the Dyddi Birthday 
Book (under 18’s only, sorry, Mr. Smith), it’d be lovely to hear from you.  

..& HAVEN’T WE SEEN YOU SOMEWHERE BEFORE? 
They’re back!  Great fantastic village news! A huge huggy hello to Sally (Griffiths) 
and Mike Hewlett who have moved from Nailsworth to Bertha’s Field.   
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LATEST NEWS FROM THE D.V.H.C.C. 
Summary of minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2021. 

Governance:  Welcome to Sarah Riches who has kindly agreed to take on the 
role of treasurer. Financial report:  No formal report given at the meeting due to 
the handover from Stuart to Sarah not yet having taken place.   
Maintenance/cleaning:  Concerns raised about public use of the bins.  These are 
paid for by the DVHCC on a private contract and should be used only for hall 
events rather than general use.  The committee discussed the extensive list of 
works required for the hall to work out which are the priorities.  Grass cutting 
rota worked very well – thank you to all those who volunteered.   
Village hall bookings & events: recent bookings, Evans Cycles event and a 
caravan rally. Several new/regular bookings which have due to in next few 
weeks.  Already 3 caravan rallies and 2 cycling events for 2022. Hawkesbury FC 
will start training at the ground. Firework Night will is on Saturday 6th November. 
Community & Projects: discussions re; the resurfacing works on the path around 
the hall.  The DVHCC can realistically spend up to £14k but the quotes already 
received are far higher.  Will seek the assistance of a project manager with 
industry knowledge to help explore options.  Film Club successfully re-started on 
Friday 10th September (The Father).  On target for another film on 8th October. 
Marketing & Media:  we are conscious that there are some community members 
not accessing social media and missing out on the village chat.  Exploring options 
for providing regular updates via email.  (on that note, see below!) 

 

THE DYDDI ROUNDABOUT – how to hear our local news 

Welcome to the Dyddi Roundabout, a way of informing residents 
of important or useful latest news.  It’s for anyone who doesn’t 
‘do’ Facebook, Whatsapp or other social media, but is happy 
with a good old fashioned email!   
When I receive useful news and information, it will be sent on to those who wish 
to receive it.  Other villages already operate the same sort of communication.  All 
email addresses will be kept private, so no worries.  If you have some news or 
information for the Dyddi Roundabout, say, a road closure or power cut info, a 
lost pet, anything that involves our local and nearby community, please do email 
it to me as soon as possible.  
And if you’d like to be on the Roundabout mailing list, just email me on 
dyddi@btinternet.com  Many thanks.                    Carole, Dyddi Digest editor 

mailto:dyddi@btinternet.com


7 
 

RURAL CINEMA IN OUR VILLAGE HALL 
** STARRING TONI COLLETTE (MURIEL’S WEDDING)  & DAMIAN LEWIS ** 

** SHEER WARMTH OF PERFORMANCES * IT’S A WINNER ** 
** “LIKE CHARIOTS OF FIRE WITH HORSES” ** 

The inspiring true story of Dream Alliance, an unlikely race horse bred by small 
town bartender, Jan Vokes. With little money and no experience, she convinces 
her neighbours to chip in their meagre to help raise Dream and compete with 
the racing elite. Their investment pays off for the struggling community. 
 

FRIDAY 8th OCTOBER, doors open 6.30pm, film starts 7.30pm  Cash bar 
To confirm your seat contact jennybody@btconnect.com  01454 238358 Please 
book in advance if you can so we can arrange tables and chairs.  Tickets are £5 – 

please bring the right money so we don’t need to deal with change! 
************************************************************************************* 

WIN A BOTTLE – my mistake! 

Testing, testing....in the article on IND Plumbing 
and Heating last month, there was one typo, 
which I should have seen and didn’t.  IND are 
offering a super stylish Vaillant Water Bottle 
(keeps drinks hot and cold, completely marvellous!)  – see 
photo – to the first person who spots it and gets in touch – 
email dyddi@btinternet.com or call 01454 238576. 

mailto:jennybody@btconnect.com
mailto:dyddi@btinternet.com
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JEAN GLEW – “AGED FOREVER 21 YEARS” 

Following this brief message is a tribute to the late Jean Glew by those who knew 
who better than myself. However, On behalf of the DVHCC, Jean was  the driving 
force for many community activities over many years, and someone who 
accepted everybody.  Her energy and can-do attitude was evident from the off 
and until the very end a few weeks ago. She remains irreplaceable and will never 
be forgotten.                                                                  Ed Hardy, Chairman DVHCC 

 
A great friend to everybody, who would never say no, and would do anyone a 
good turn.                                                         Sue Goodfield 
An amazing organiser with so much energy and always stepped up for anything. 
She was and has been the backbone of Didmarton for 20 years or more and will 
never be replaced, we owe her so much.  Her MAD Club tea table was always 
superb, weighed down with  sausage rolls, buns, cakes,  scones, jam and clotted 
cream, trifles, (all cooked by her)  and a full cheese board.  It looked lovely with 
flowers from her garden in the middle, all year round!  She also ran our lovely 
Christmas meal every year and raised funds so the older Didmartonians only had 
to pay a part. An avid reader and up until almost the end was buying new novels 
and handing them around.  A lovely lady and so kind, she is greatly missed. Her 
family backed her up and I would like to thank them also for all the help and 

support they gave. She was amazing:  what a lady!!!!                 Marguerite Whyte  

From 2011 until 2018 I was the chair of Didmarton Village Hall Community 
Committee.  During this time I worked closely with Jean who was a wonderful 
support and with her MAD Club members, supported all Hall major events 
including the village show and bonfire night.  She was a joy to work with and 
helped make my time as chair a success. 
I wish Ed and the family all the best for the future and thank them too for their 
support of Jean over the year at our various events.                               John Earley 

Boundless energy, her way or no way, very kind, always willing to take things on, 
and always had something to say.                                                           Ruth Carnaby  

 I remember Jean with real admiration.  I have honestly never met or known 
such a selfless person before.  Her whole purpose in life seemed to me, to please 
others.  To make THEIR lives interesting and pleasant.  She never stumbled. 
Always, events she had organized went ahead faultlessly.  She was really one in a 
million and I miss her.  Arriving at the village hall on MAD Club day, is one of my 
best memories of dear Jean.  There was the pretty tea table laden with goodies, 
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many made by her, and small individual tables forming a horseshoe shape, each 
with its own pretty cloth and teapot, cups and saucers.  So very welcoming.  
Jigsaws and books to borrow along the hall side.  And then the visiting speaker or 
group, or the games to play, the bingo, the raffle.   I cannot remember an 
afternoon when things went other than smoothly and interestingly.  She was a 
clever lady.  Thank you and goodbye, Jean, dear girl.                       Lorna K. Wazir 
************************************************************************************* 

LOCAL LONDON MARATHONERS – running for charity 

Superfit Sophie and Andy (Sparks and Barton) will be 
pounding the capital’s tarmac on Sunday 3rd this month, 
raising as much money as they can for Maggie’s Cancer 
Support.  Sophie says “as well as loads of wonderful 
people sending donations to our London Marathon 
fundraising page, we have had four local businesses 
sponsor us. We’ve used their company logos on our 
running vests whilst training for the race, and then 
“shared” the photos of us in action to social media 
platforms to spread the word and share the love. These wonderful companies 
are Kooky Life (sustainable clothing), Tip The Balance (wellbeing & natural 
nutrition), Copper Heating & Plumbing of Hawkesbury, and Platinum Planning – 
advice in every stage of the process. This year’s aim is to enjoy every minute and 
raise lots of money for a great cause”.    
If you’d like to give to Andy and Sophie’s Maggie’s fund, text/call Sophie on 
07778392182  Thank YOU! 
 

DIDMARTON SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
From one extreme to the other. A few weeks ago a man 
stopped to thank us for his letter. He said we'd caught him 
speeding through the village and he'd not realised how 
dangerous this could be for families locally. He vowed never 

to speed again and apologised.  
Last week we had a white van man caught doing 38mph who decided to turn 
around and abuse me and other volunteers on our actions. He filmed us on his 
mobile while blocking the road committing additional offences which has now 
been reported to Gloucestershire Constabulary. Never a dull day on speed watch 
but our volunteers continue to support the cause.                                    Sean White  
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THE DCC LATEST NEWS 

Home v Grittleton:  in the return fixture from April’s season 
opener, since when there doesn’t seem to have been too much 
cricket played, Didmarton hosted Grittleton at home in a match 
that will be remembered as out-going Captain Rich Williams’ 
last game for the club for now. We opened the batting, scoring 139 from their 35 
overs with notable scores of 34 and 19 from Harry and Andy Nightingale 
respectively. Knowing that they had a relatively low total to defend Didmarton 
limited the Grittleton top three batsmen to scores of 6, 12 and 6, wickets taken 
by Andy Barton and Harry Rogers. The game was then taken away from us by 
Grittleton’s middle order with them completing their victory in the 29th over. Far 
more importantly than the result, the game marked Rich’s last as captain and as 
a resident player though we hope he will pull on the colours of DCC again at 
some point in the future. He has been a marvellous servant to the club and has 
been captain right from the very start, barely missing a game since. Always a 
steady influence on the side Rich guided the team to many memorable victories 
in his time as well as scoring the club’s first 100 a couple of seasons ago.  
 
Home v South Stoke:  this is a fixture that both sides always look forward to, and 
there was a sense of anticipation as new skipper Ali Hammond took the reins for 
the first time. The team did not seem too eager to impress however as most 
were suffering sore heads after the fantastic Boules tournament the previous 
day. Didmarton won the toss and elected to bat first. Andy and Chris opened, 
laying the foundations for a brilliant score of 232, and there were notable 
contributions right through the batting order with Alan scoring 20. The real star 
of the show however was Harry Rogers who achieved a new top score for 
Didmarton with 117 not out, a quite brilliant innings which will live long in the 
memories of all. With this large total to defend we enthusiastically entered the 
field to bowl at the away side and new member Simon bowled brilliantly to take 
a wicket on debut. The side welcomed back Ed Hardy for his first game of the 
season and he showed no rustiness in picking up two key wickets. The pick of the 
wickets however must go to Alan who was able to get the talented South Stoke 
batsman out courtesy of a quite brilliant low diving catch from the new captain.  
There’s one game remaining of the 2021 season before we pack away our kit 
bags for another winter and look ahead to another new season in 2022.  If you’re 
interested in getting involved with the DCC, email ajhammond227@gmailcom or 
call 07989 567795                                                                                    Ali Hammond 
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DIDMARTON CRICKET CLUB’S 

2021 BOULES COMPETION 
From 8am on Friday 11th September helpers 
turned up at the Kings Arms car park to set up 
the timber framing and spread the sand which 
Todd Boucher had brought. At first there 
looked like there was never going to be 
enough, but the courts only need a thin sand 
covering for there to be that bit of ‘bounce and 
hold’ and it was spread out neatly covering the 
four pistes. 
Saturday morning, and even more volunteers 
turned up to set up; special thanks go to Martin, Jake, Stuart, amongst others for 
the breakfast rolls, tea and coffee. Laurence oversaw registrations and others 
laid out tables, chairs, organised electrical supplies and set up the PA system. 
Many thanks also to all who donated cakes for the afternoon teas, another 
resounding success of the day. 
This year we had cash and card payments available, thus moving us into the 
modern world at a stroke - or should we say swipe? 
By 9.45am a steady stream of players were arriving, checking in and settling 
down to the day ahead. Well over 100 people milled around all day, taking in the 
glorious scenes of villagers with family and friends competing in the ‘sandpit’. 
For the third year in a row the sun shone on the event and it stayed dry. Happy 
smiling faces everywhere. Later on, the barbecue boys and girls gave a great 
rendition of Let It go from Frozen, spurred on no doubt by what used to be in the 
glasses in their hands. The kids responded a little later with a raucous ‘Sweet 
Caroline’. Maybe we could rope them all in for a Christmas village musical! 
There were some hard-fought matches, some very close matches and some 
walkovers, but every match was fun. Here are just a few comments made about 
some teams. 
What A Boules Up seemed to laugh at everything.  Only Boules and Horses 
measured at every end: bad eyes or close play? Gentlemen 1 were seriously 
competitive but didn’t always dominate. Camilla Parker Boules had at least one 
member who knew nothing – repeat, nothing - about the game but still managed 
some superb throws. Boule Bearings are new to the village but settled down well 
and were pipped at the post for going to the semi-finals.  Cont p. 28                   
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VICAR’S LETTER  

October 2021 

My Dear Friends,  
September has been a memorable month with several really good things 
happening in the life of the local church.  Firstly, a fabulous service with Bishop 
Rachel present to dedicate the Hawkesbury’s new bells and vestry.  
It cannot be over-stated what a huge thing it is to have a new set of bells.  It is 
something that happens very rarely and lasts for hundreds of years. To be in 
receipt of eight through the immense generosity of one or two parishioners is 
the cause for great joy and thankfulness. The Director of Music, Ben Humphries, 
put together some lovely music with a choir which was carefully socially 
distanced in the chancel. The organist of Tetbury very kindly played for us.  The 
whole service can be seen on our YouTube channel (Badminton Benefice) and is 
definitely worth tuning in to. It was really incredible. 
A church tea party was held in Badminton’s memorial hall. This humble affair 
was the first event organised by the new PCC here and was greatly enjoyed by 
parishioners. The PCC were grateful for support from Acton Turville parishioners. 
The weekly service is being broadcast on our YouTube channel. We have keen 
subscribers from USA and all over the UK. It is of course, Prayer Book and people 
the world over seem to enjoy its beautiful cadences and traditional spirituality. 
You can hear a weekly sermon too. 
Lots of exciting things are happening around the celebration of the Harvest and I 
hope that you will attend one of them.   
We are now singing in church and facemasks are no longer a legal requirement, 
which makes attendance much more pleasurable. The backlog of weddings and 

christenings are now coming in spades, and lots of joyful are events taking place. 
With my best wishes, Richard 
Rev Richard Thomson, Priest in charge, Withymoor Vicarage, Old Down Road, 
Badminton, South Gloucestershire GL9 1EU 01454 219236     mobile: 077177 
91858   www.badmintonchurch.org.uk       email: revrichardthomson@gmail.com 

 
…to Didmarton.  I would like to say a very big thank 
you to everyone who has sent me messages, offers of 
help, brought me flowers, food and wine while I’ve 
been off my feet, it means so much to me , Andy and 

the children.  What a lovely village we live in.                            Sarah Nightingale xx 

http://www.badmintonchurch.org.uk/
mailto:revrichardthomson@gmail.com
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND BADMINTON BENEFICE 

October’s Sunday services – conducted by Rev. Thomson unless otherwise stated 

 

3rd     Trinity 18  Lasborough 9.30am Matins  Lay led  

    Hawkesbury 9.30am CWHC  
   Didmarton 11.15am Harvest Festival – SEE BELOW 
   Acton Turville 6pm Evensong 

Saturday 9th Leighterton 6pm Harvest Festival – SEE BELOW 

10th   Trinity 19 Lasborough  9.30am BCPHC  P. Cheeseman   

   Little Badminton 11.15am Matins  
   Hawkesbury 6pm Evensong 
17th   Trinity 20  Didmarton 8.30am BCPHC    

   Hawkesbury 9.30am Morning Prayer  Lay led 
   Sopworth 11.15am Matins    

Acton Turville 6pm Evensong    
24th   Last after  Little Badminton 11.15am  

Trinity   Lasborough 6pm 

   Hawkesbury 6pm Evensong 
31st  All Saints Day Great Badminton  11am  - SEE BELOW 

 
DIDMARTON’S HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Just a short walk down (or up) The Street to St.Lawrence’s on Sunday 3rd for our 
annual service of thanksgiving at 11.15am. 
LEIGHTERTON’S HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Do come to our Harvest Festival Evensong Service here at St. Andrew’s church on 
Saturday 9th October at 6pm.  Please bring any fruit, vegetables, flowers or 
plants to the church in the morning, or you can bring them to the service at 6pm. 
There will be drinks and nibbles after the service and also an auction of all the 
produce after the service in aid of the church. 
 Families welcome! 
GREAT BADMINTON WITH CHARITY COLLECTION 

A special morning on Sunday 31st at Great 
Badminton’s incredible church.  Padre Andrew 
Kalifa, who has served in Afghanistan, Oman and 
Ireland is taking the 11am service. The collection is 
for soldiers blinded during the wars in Afghanistan. 
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DEAR DYDDI READERS, 

Most of you will know that we have left the lights and gates of Hope House for 
the sunnier - or rainier - climes of Exmoor.  In doing so, we can all honestly say 
that leaving Didmarton was definitely one of the hardest events of our lives, and 
we would all like to thank the people of Didmarton for welcoming us into your 
community and providing a fun, warm and safe environment for us to enjoy the 
last 9 years.  In particular our amazing neighbours and friends Chris, Amanda, 
Will, Sam, Oliver and George who have been a delight to live and play alongside, 
always providing a safe and fun place for our children to disappear to at random 
times of the day and night, and always on hand to socialise with, listen and help 
as required.  We also thank our neighbours opposite, Emma, Andy, Amelia, 
Elizabeth and Freddie, who have also been there for us during happy times, sad 
times and many, many wine times!   There are honestly too many other friends 
and people in the village to thank individually (Nightingales, Yandells, Eldridges, 
Jones’ to name a few) but we wish ‘all the best’ to everyone.  Rest assured 
we will head back to catch up.  Highlights – loads of course, but a few stand out:  
Cricket: great fun always, great people, and one of the pillars of the community 
with an outstanding committee and member base driving it forward.  
VE 75 Day & Night: who would’ve thought we could stand, chat and dance on 
the A433 for hours, children safe and free to bombing up around on bikes. Ruth 
boldly ensuring no car drove through quickly, including the police!  Simon’s 
rendition of Public Enemy; completely unexpected, hugely impressive.   
Impromptu Karaoke sessions in the park, Hathaway garden or KA until early 
hours, with the classic 'Hold on to one more day’, played and sung every time -
and there have been lots of times - by their greatest fan, Andy Nightingale. 
The Beast from the East!  Being snowed in, therefore the KA – surely the best 
thing that can happen to any village and family groups during winter!   
The KA itself; Mark, Paula and all of the staff have been awesome throughout. 
There are surely not many other places where young children ask their parents 
to take them to the pub so frequently!  ….… we could go on and on.  
Having said the above, what makes Didmarton truly special is not the location, or 
the bricks and mortar; it is of course the people.  We have been privileged 
to have met so many who we now consider friends, and this has principally been 
why leaving has been so hard.  That said, a new exciting lifestyle beckons - we 
are aiming to set up a small ‘glamping’ business on our land and will always 
provide a welcome should anyone wish to visit us on the edge of Exmoor (more 
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to follow in due course).  Finally, a massive thank you to everyone in Didmarton 
and, see you soon. Best wishes always,   
Rich, Jo, Issy, Katie, Blue and Rosie Williams 
PS - Blue would like to send a goodbye ‘woof’ to pals - Hector, Bryn & Brucey. 
************************************************************************************* 

YOUR MIND & BODY MATTERS 

Feeling the very best you can 

This month, stress, as it’s particularly appropriate to 
me at the moment.   Living in a fairly large house with 
lots of space for 28 years and now trying to condense 
it all into a smaller house… adding to the stress is the 

fact I don’t need much of my furniture.  By the start of this month I hope to be 
settled in, house and furniture sold, and stress free - until the next stressful time!  
We all have stress in our lives at one time or another and as the saying goes, it’s 
not what you are given but how you deal with it.  Hard to remember when the 
going gets tough.  
Cortisol is our alarm system and works with certain parts of our brain to control 
mood, motivation and fear.  Our bodies are amazing; the hypothalamus and 
pituitary gland can work out if our blood contains the correct amount of cortisol. 
If the level is too low the adrenal glands work out from the signals to fine tune 
the amount that is released. If your body is on high alert then cortisol can change 
the functions by shutting down the functions that get in the way, such as our 
immune systems, our digestive systems and even growth.  
Once the pressure or danger has passed the body systems can go back to 
normal.  However, if you are under constant stress then the following health 
problems can occur:  anxiety, depression, headaches, IBS, lack of concentrating 
and memory, sleeping, weight loss or gain. 
The other good thing is that breath work and meditation can help with stress 
before it gets out of control, so it’s back to remembering we have a choice, 
which can be hard to remember when one is in flight or fight mode.   
Start by slowing your breathing down, walking and talking more slowly.  Even 
sitting down comfortably concentrating on our breath for as little as 5 minutes 
can help calm everything down; when the mind wanders and the adrenalin 
builds up take time out to just concentrate on your own breath.  These two 
practices are free and liberating and are always at hand.   A stress free life is a 
happy life so we owe it to ourselves to learn how to manage it and get the very 
best out of life.        Ruth Carnaby, Mind & Body Matters  01454 238957 
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THE WONDERFUL ADVERTISERS 

SUPPORTING THE DYDDI DIGEST 
Without these local companies, I’m not sure how the Dyddi could survive.  I’m 
always incredibly grateful for their support, and I hope that when we all need A 
Something, or A Someone, these peoples are the first we turn to.  They’re all in 
the back section of the Dyddi, every month.  Keep the Dyddi to hand and call 
them first!   
Is there ever a wrong time to get the boiler/heating/plumbing checked out?  
Look up Merretts (Frocester) and Ind (Tetbury), and also all the many other vital 
services they both offer.   
Talking of heating, Steve down-the-hill-in Kilcott is the go-to for deliveries of 
logs, coal, kindling etc. He’ll get the chimney cleaned too! 
For all electrical technical power issues – and now including car charging – as 
well as wifi, networking, etc.., do call Powered Spaces. 
Cars:  R & B Vehicle Services.  Easy, job done! Thanks Ben, and staff!  They’re 
now properly settled in to their new premises. Also at Knockdown are TH 
Whites, invaluable for so much in life (especially outdoors).  Get that lawnmower 
booked in for a service NOW!  
Indoors, Green Man will give carpets, rugs and floors the best treatment they 
can, and to spruce and cheer your home up, pop in to Lucy Tom Interiors for a 
wonderful array of colours and textiles.  Coffee, too, at the Courtyard Café. 
Peter Powell, at Creative Hairdressing has been running for longer than any 
other independent business in Tetbury, quite some achievement. 
The George, another Tetbury (and Malmesbury and now Nailsworth) institution, 
offer a 24 hour veterinary service for all furry and feathered friends. 
It’s terrific seeing our lives getting back to the (new) normal, and no more than 
for children.  Carly Elizabeth dance of Hawkesbury joins our roster of Dyddi 
advertisers (see the feature on p.4 and advert on p. 31).   
Finally, and ALWAYS backing us up – literally, the back page.  The, OUR, King’s 
Arms.  Mark, Paula, staff:  priceless.  

JUST ONE MORE THANK YOU… 
Donations to the Dyddi print fund do keep coming in, and thank you, you know 
who you are.  Every penny, big or small, is a real help.  If you’d like to give a little 
– or a bigger little – you can shove it through the letterbox in an envelope 
(please stick your name on the front, any cheques payable to Didmarton Village 
Hall) at 7 Chapel Walk, Didmarton GL9 1DR.  Thank yous!                                       ed. 
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SUDOKU by Neil Fozard 

Each row, column and 3x3 box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASY                         …AND NOT SO EASY!  
 

 

Answers to 

September’s quizzes 

 
 

 
 
 

******************************************************************** 

WURZIT TO?   Not this month! 
This month’s Wurzit’s (where-is-it? for those unused 
to West Country parlance) may be rather a giveaway, 
but nay, it’s not a wurzit to but a wotzit.  Something 
has happened to Sopworth.  Any ideas?   
Last month’s oddly swirly square thing was the mirror 
opposite the entrance to Chapel Walk.   
 

Answers to the A-Z quiz on p. 20  - no peeking beforehand!  Air conditioning unit, 

breadmaker, coffee grinder, dehumidifier, electric blanket, fridge/freezer, games 

console, hybrid car, iron, juicer, kettle,  laptop, microwave cooker, nutcracker, oil heater, 

pop up toaster, quilt, rice cooker, steam iron, teasmade, ultra violet lamp, vacuum 

cleaner, washing machine, Xbox, yogurt maker, zapper 

4 5
8 4 2
7 2 8 1
6 5 2 1

8 7 3
5 6 7 8

5 3 8 9

6 7 3 5

5 3
5 6 4 9

7 6 2
2 4 7 5 6

9 1
4 1 9 2 3

1 4 9
3 7 2 4

7 9

2 1 3 8 4 7 5 9 6
5 8 6 2 1 9 7 4 3
7 9 4 5 3 6 2 1 8
3 7 1 4 6 5 9 8 2
6 4 8 9 7 2 3 5 1
9 2 5 1 8 3 6 7 4
4 5 9 6 2 8 1 3 7
1 6 7 3 5 4 8 2 9
8 3 2 7 9 1 4 6 5

9 2 5 4 8 6 1 7 3
6 4 7 1 9 3 5 2 8
3 1 8 2 5 7 6 4 9
4 5 3 9 6 1 7 8 2
1 7 2 8 3 4 9 5 6
8 6 9 5 7 2 4 3 1
2 8 1 7 4 9 3 6 5
5 3 4 6 1 8 2 9 7
7 9 6 3 2 5 8 1 4
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THIS MONTH’S HAPPY BIRTHDAY-TO-YOU PICTURE 
Very, very spooky things are a-happening… 

many thanks this month’s birthday illustrator Alfie Rogers… 

BUT ABRACADABRA!  No sooner is the spell cast, & the happy birthday illustrator is 

RUBY, Alfie’s sister!  What happened there?  Did Alfie fall into a cauldron of frogs?   

Or did a wicked witch persuade him to play football instead?   

Many thanks, Ruby, for a terrific topical Hallowe’en drawing,  

& a very happy birthday to you, Alfie &  

everyone else celebrating this month. 
 

 

the DYDDI digest, founded in October 1975 is published each month 

on behalf of Didmarton Village Hall and Community Committee. 
The editor reserves the right to refuse/edit any editorial or advertising content. 

Contact Carole, the editor on 01454 238576, email dyddi@btinternet.com or 
Deliver any editorial/copy to 7 Chapel Walk, Didmarton. 

Please note, copy/advertising deadline is the 15th of the preceding month. 

mailto:dyddi@btinternet.com
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THIS MONTH’S TRULY TERRIFYING  

COLOURING IN PICTURE 
Ding dong, Avon calling?  Porbably not, for is Cadaverous Squashead (centre) going 

to offer you an autumn makeover?  Are sidekicks Bludstunk & Ripscar adept in nail 

extensions and eyebrow threading?  Hmm, me neither.  Gone are the days when your 

local rep Noreen gave you a free Scarlet Lady lippy, which ironically, made it look like 

you’d been slurping on raw liver…happy colouring in.  ?! 
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AN A-Z QUIZ - THIS MONTH, PLUG IN DEVICES & EQUIPMENT 

A - Heats/cools the atmosphere around you (3,12,4) 
B – Wake up to a loaf with this (10) 
C – It runs on beans! (6,7) 
D – Removes water from air (12) 
E – Lie on it! (8,7) 
F – has a cold bit and a colder bit (6,7) 
G – play with Megan so close (5,7) 
H – many motors are now one of these (6,3) 
I – pressing ferrus? (4) 
J – Sounds like an orange reducer… (6) 
K – …and sounds in fine fettle! (6) 
L – a portable computer (6) 
M – electro magnetic radiation unit in the kitchen (9,6) 
N – opens Brazil, for instance (10) 
O – hot aeriel disturbs one of these warmers (3,6) 
P – cooked bread suddenly arises from this (3-2,7) 
Q – on the top bed warmth (5) 
R – Sounds like nice looker! (4,6) 
S – as for I, plus water as gas (5,4) 
T – a popular 1970’s wakeup device? (8) 
U – indoor suntanning equipment (5-6,4) 
V – Mr Dyson makes these (6,7) 
W – does this drum and pipes help make water music? (7,8) 
X – Microsoft game brand (4) 
Y – creates with culture! (6,5) 
Z – in the US, they eliminate bugs with this (6) 
 
 
 
 

The September draw took place at the film night on Friday 10th 
The winners: 

1st - £20   Paul Shave     2nd - £15 Alan Townsend 
3rd - £10 Catherine Beale     4th £10 Marjory Buckley 

Sue & Sue 
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DIDMARTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
                                     FOLLOW ME! 
To this world in its turmoil, frequent crises and disappointments, 
the call of God through the Lord Jesus Christ God’s son comes 

afresh to our lives today – “Follow me”. It is the same message God gave 
through the prophet Samuel saying “Turn not aside from following the Lord, 
serve the Lord with all your heart and do not turn aside, for then you would go 
after things which cannot profit you or save you”. 
Unfortunately, so many HAVE turned aside to follow such things as fallible 
leaders or worldly philosophies, or even their own fallen nature to lead and 
guide through life, but such will leads them to a dead end.  There is only one 
renewable source of leadership, the God who made us and keeps his promises, 
such as “Seedtime and harvest, summer and winter, cold and heat shall not fail”, 
and “I will never leave you or forsake you”. 
Today the promises of God are supremely fulfilled in his son the Lord Jesus, who 
while on earth called out men to follow him then and calls us to follow him today 
saying “I am the way, the truth and the life, no man comes to the father but by 
me.” Where does he feature in our lives each day?  Do we worship and praise 
him?  Do we look to him for guidance, and do we obey his instructions he gives 
in his word the Bible?  Have we come to Jesus to receive the forgiveness of our 
sin which he offers to truly repentant sinners with the assurance of eternal life to 
his faithful followers? 
In the midst of a world in turmoil we can have peace in our hearts with God, as 
we follow him and allow him to lead and guide us through the days that he gives 
in this world.  As summer has turned to autumn, it reminds us that winter is near 
and we need to be spiritually prepared for the future by receiving and following 
the Lord Jesus. May we be ready for the day he comes or calls us!    Royston Pick 
************************************************************************************* 

THE WALKING GROUP OF DIDMARTON  
Dear fellow walkers (human and canine),  
October’s walk with be on Thursday 14th, the King’s Arms car 
park 10am as usual. Email ladydaisygreenwood@gmail.com with 
any queries.  Woof woof , 
Martha (mad) & Daisy (retired, & now a bit poorly) 

 

Answers from p. 3 Winston:  John Lennon Liverpool Airport.  Oscar 

Fingal Wilde.  Pelham Grenville.  

mailto:ladydaisygreenwood@gmail.com
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LEIGHTERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

We have been delighted with our latest Ofsted report and are 
very excited to be able to share it with our community. 
“Leaders and staff are united in their ambition for pupils to 
succeed. They set high expectations in all aspects of the 
school’s work, which pupils rise to seamlessly. Behaviour in lessons is excellent. 
Pupils are attentive and always try their best. Adults’ expectations are high and 
even the youngest children can focus on the task in hand in a sustained manner. 
Pupils say that behaviour in the school is ‘not of concern’ and that ‘bad 
behaviour does not happen here’. They know that adults would help if they had 
any worries. The high-quality relationships between staff and pupils contribute 
to a positive learning culture. Pupils exude contentment, saying, ‘There’s loads of 
nice people to make friends with.’  
Pupils are in universal agreement that this is a lovely school to be part of. They 
say that children are kind and disagreements short-lived. Pupils say that they can 
sort out fallings-out for themselves but know that staff are there to support 
them if needed. Pupils are keen to look out for one another and act as buddies 
to younger pupils. They told inspectors that they want to help others who may, 
from time to time, ‘be down in the dumps’. 
Everyone shares leaders’ high expectations of pupils. This is a school that is 
determined to get the best out of every pupil. The curriculum is coherent and 
well sequenced. Leaders have thought carefully about the content pupils will 
study and the sequence of learning in every year group. Pupils are highly 
engaged and enjoy learning. Lessons flow uninterrupted as pupils are attentive 
and concentrate well. 
Subject leaders work closely together and are effective. Teamwork is strong and 
this helps to ease the workload while developing everyone’s skills effectively. 
Leaders place significant importance on developing staff subject knowledge. 
Professional development opportunities are used well.  
Teachers are expert in the subjects that they teach. Provision for children in the 
early years, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), is particularly strong. Throughout the year groups, adults make regular 
checks on pupils’ understanding, referencing previous learning. They are skilled 
at supporting pupils in committing new learning to long-term memory. At this 
school, pupils are set firmly on the path to success.  
Assessment is used well to identify where pupils have gaps in their learning, 
including gaps as a result of the disruption caused by COVID-19 (coronavirus). In 
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reading, some pupils had forgotten some sounds that were previously secure. 
Staff have identified where extra support is needed and which sounds need 
further rehearsal. Teachers are now revisiting some of this key knowledge and 
pupils are catching up quickly.  
In the early years, children have a comprehensive and well-developed 
vocabulary. Here, language learning is strong. For instance, children are 
confident using sentence stems to explain their observations in understanding 
the world. When looking at plants through a magnifying glass, a child 
commented, ‘I noticed that carrots have spiky leaves.’ Older pupils talk 
enthusiastically about the books they are reading and their favourite authors. 
They are developing very positive attitudes towards reading. In key stage 1, 
leaders know that books are not yet as well matched to pupils’ phonic stage of 
development as they would like. Occasionally, pupils do not gain the full benefit 
of practice as books are a little too challenging.  
The mathematics curriculum is well sequenced as leaders have thought carefully 
about the content pupils will study. To compensate for the impact of COVID-19, 
there are now more opportunities for pupils to revisit important content. For 
example, a daily ‘flashback 4’ session at the start of each lesson is supporting 
pupils in revisiting and recalling number facts, such as factors and fractions. 
Pupils with SEND make good use of hands-on resources to support their learning, 
keeping pace with their peers. Pupils are becoming competent mathematicians.  
In the wider curriculum, pupils achieve well. Leaders have carefully planned 
scientific topics that progress in difficulty as pupils move through the school. 
Teachers are skilled at connecting knowledge from previous topics, which helps 
pupils to understand new learning.  
Pupils have positive attitudes. Great care is afforded to promoting pupils’ well-
being. The headteacher is clear that ‘happy children make happy learners.’ Pupils 
are full of praise for how the school looks after them both socially and 
academically. They say that school days are ‘fun and challenging’ in equal 
measure. There is a huge array of activities on offer. Pupils make the most of 
clubs; their attendance is high, and everyone takes part in something that 
appeals.” 
 
If you would like to come and have a look around our lovely school, we would be 
delighted to show you round.  Please contact Mrs Davey in the school office on 
(01666) 890273 or through our website – www.leighterton.com to arrange a 
convenient time.                                                                   Meryl Hatfield, Headteacher 

http://www.leighterton.com/
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October: Films all 2pm & 7.30pm showings, £7 ALL BOOKINGS to be made online   
Continuing until Sun 10th, (exc. Mon/Tue), Exhibition: Mysterious Patterns: The 
Accidental Art of Prime Numbers 
Wed 6th:  Shed Talk with John Andrews. Continuing with his Mysterious Patterns 
– the accidental art of prime number.  £8, £7.30 
Thu 7th – Film:  The Sound of Metal (15)  A drummers life changes when he 
begins to lose his hearing.  
From Wed 13th until 21st Nov – Exhibition:  A collection of paintings in response 
to music and landscape by Angie Spencer  Daily, free, 11am-4pm (exc. Mon/Tue) 
Thu 14th – Film:  Portrait of a Lady on Fire (15)  French historical romantic drama   
Sat 16th – Concert:  Classical Guitar Recital, Alan Brinley Shaw  £14  In memory of 
those who have died from Covid, & supporting those who have lost loved ones. 
Thu 21st – Film:  The Last Bus (12a)  Timothy Spall stars.  
Sun 24th – Playreading:  The Black Pit, written by two members of U3A, and 
joined by others, exploring the Black Death’s affect on Tetbury.  5pm, £6 
Wed 27th – Shed Piano Club 2021:  Llive music, light refreshment,  2pm, £2.50 
Thu 28th – Film:  Supernova (15)  Starring Colin Firth and Stanley Tucci.  
Sat 30th – Concert: Keith Thompson & Friends. Clapton meets Led Zep! £15. 
Sun 31st – Environment Day: Exhibition & Q&A with expert panel.  Free entrance. 
 

CREEPHOLE LOSES A FRIEND 
Éclair, the black and white horse stabled at Creephole, passed 
away suddenly on 26th August aged 22. She was so called 
because she looked like a chocolate éclair when she was born!  
She arrived at Creephole when she was 6 months old.  At 
home, she was always grumpy (which gave her the nickname 
of Trout), but at horse shows she excelled, and loved the 
attention and the buzz.  She won many trophies and rosettes 

and qualified for many championships around the country.  A proud moment - 
one of her riders once scored a 10/10 for a dressage movement, and that rider 
hasn’t received one since.  All these wonderful memories will live on. She 
developed arthritis so was retired 4 years ago, and spent most of her life at 
Creephole where she was very happy. Her favourite thing was cow parsley, she 
could never resist it, and she adored her stable mate Star, who misses her as 
much as we do.                                                                                         Jinny & Nigel 
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THE DYDDI PODCAST – People of Didmarton 
This month – Helen Turner 

PLACE OF BIRTH & EARLY YEARS  Shrewsbury, Shropshire, growing up on a dairy 
farm with my mum, dad and brother.  My parents were young when they had us 
and they were very sociable so there were always lots of visitors and parties.   
EARLIEST & CHILDHOOD MEMORIES Waiting for a fire engine to arrive to put 
out a fire on the farm, or when my brother did a poo in the bath and mum had 
to scoop me out of the water in double quick time.  Growing up with lots of 
animals, getting a dog after lots of pleading, lots of time outside the village pub 
with the children of my parents’ friends. We had to play tag and hide & seek 
until our parents were ready to go home. Holidays to France and Spain with 
other families.  Really just feeling loved, happy and secure – I was very lucky.  
EDUCATION, BEST TEACHER I went to an all-girls Convent School in Shrewsbury 
and didn’t feel as happy and confident there as at home. Then Shrewsbury 
Technical College and Bristol Polytechnic where I did an HND in Business Studies.  
By the time I left I still didn’t know what I wanted to do and instead of working 
out what would suit me best, took up an offer of a trainee accountant with 
Deloitte, Haskins & Sells.  I qualified as an accountant at 25, had my first child, 
Samantha, at 26 and have worked as an accountant (part-time), and a mum (full-
time) ever since. (Teachers:) The scary ones that made you sit up, listen and do 
your homework were the best.  Lots of strict ones, but I remember Miss Griffin 
telling me that I would fail my English exams because I couldn’t spell.  I did better 
in English than any other subject (maybe to prove a point) but hadn’t chosen to 
study it at A level because of her comment, which I regret.  
WHAT WAS SCHOOL LIKE? The Convent was odd. The headmistress was a nun 
with a vice-like grip; she stood at the school gate to see us across the road.  If 
you were very naughty you were blessed with 
Holy water to drive the Devil away.  It was a 
building with dark corridors, wood panelling and 
unruly children.   
WHICH MUSIC MARKED YOUR YOUTH? Blondie, 
The Human League, Duran Duran, Dexy’s 
Midnight Runners, Ultravox  
A SOCIAL OCCASION FROM THEN  I was a member of Nescliffe Young Farmers & 
loved it.   It was my lifeblood between 14 and 18, until going to Bristol Poly.   
FIRST JOB OR ACTIVITY Junior accountant…just too boring to write about! pto.. 
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PERSONAL EVENTS FROM YOUR TWENTIES  Getting married a few days after my 
24th birthday, to Andy.  I was a child bride, of course!  I thought that I’d made all 
of life’s big decisions and thereon would be plain sailing. 
WHAT WAS THE WORLD LIKE THEN? I would have been married 30 years this 
year.  I don’t really notice things changing much but I did watch Steel Magnolias 
the other day which came out around the time I married.  I was shocked by the 
fashion. No internet, mobile phones were very new and very large, people still 
smoked in public places, so I guess lots has changed without me really noticing.   
WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO DIDMARTON, & FIRST IMPRESSIONS?  Andy and I 
moved to Tetbury shortly after marrying and moved here when we wanted a 
bigger house.  I liked the rural location although Andy never really liked living 
next to the main road. I was surprised at how different it felt to Tetbury, more 
countrified and friendlier but I felt as if you needed a Labrador, horse and sit-on 
lawn mower to really belong here.  I’ve only ever made it to owning Labradors.   
WHAT HAS CHANGED IN THE  VILLAGE?  Lots seems the same, there’s not much 
change but when we first moved here Jean (Glew) was at the centre of every 
village occasion from the shows to bonfire night and the MAD Club.  Thankfully, 
we still have the Village Hall which, hopefully, will re-ignite itself after the 
pandemic so I’m sure some of Didmarton’s community events will emerge again.  
DIDMARTON IN ONE SENTENCE  Lovely, small Cotswold village with a great pub 
and some lovely residents but lacking a much needed bypass. 
MEMORABLE PERSON/S  Sadly, Andy, of course.  I’m sure there are lots of other 
memorable persons that I should be mentioning but now that Andy is just a 
memory, it has to be him.  God, you can rely on me to cheer you up! 
FAVOURITE PLACE IN BRITAIN & TO TRAVEL TO  The Jurassic coastline in Dorset, 
and France – not an exotic choice but it has so much: space, sunshine, fantastic 
bread, champagne, red wine, skiing, and all of this just 25 miles across the sea.  
All waiting for me and my motorhome…wish I could speak the language.  
ADVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  Cliches, all relating to taking a risk and seeing 
where life takes you:  ‘Just because you’re breathing doesn’t mean you’re living’, 
‘if not now, when?’, ‘Life is what happens whilst you’re busy making other plans’ 
etc, etc.  Encouraging youngsters to discover the world and not get tied down 
too quickly is a direct result of being an accountant and living in Didmarton for 
more than 20 years.  
OF WHAT ARE YOU MOST PROUD?  My children, of course!  And now I have two 
grand-daughters to be proud of as well.  Whilst I always feel that I ended up in 
the wrong job as an accountant; I’ve only ever felt like I was in the right job as a 



27 
 

mum.  I appreciate that there are probably much better mums that me and I 
don’t want to talk too soon but to bring up 4 children (two of whom were just 
teenagers when we lost Andy) and keeping them reasonably on track is 
something that I feel proud of, and I know that they are a legacy that Andy 
would be proud of too.   
LAND, OR SEA, AND WHY?  Sea.  I like its ever-changing nature and it reminds 
me of Andy.  He was a much better sailor than he ever gave himself credit for, 
although he sometimes lacked patience if I attempted to apply nail varnish or 
wax my legs when I was supposed to be on watch.  
************************************************************************************.   

CAROLE COOKS    The best, easiest chutney ever? 

Nine million windfalls and the population of Droitwich in 
onions?  Make chutney!  Even better, this one doesn’t make 
the house reek of Pickleville for weeks on end, for there’s no 
boiling or cooking involved.  I’m indebted to Teresa Waugh, 
whose recipe it is (The Entertaining Book). Over the years, I’ve 
made buckets of this, by hand, which keeps the consistency 
far less of a mush.  It’s no trouble at all.   
All you’ll need  is a load of large jars and lids (though when I was cooking in the 
café, I used 2 litre plastic food buckets with well fitting covers), and very big 
bowl/container, whatever is massive, for this is so delicious and keeps for years, 
you’ll need a lot.  A terrific Christmas present too, it’ll be absolutely perfectly 
ready by then, if you haven’t eaten it all before.  You’ll also need a chopping 
board and sharp knife, and a pair of scissors.   The quantities here are fairly 
modest.  I’d say double it, minimum, if you are a regular chutney chomper.   
 
THE BEST CHUTNEY IN THE WORLD,EVER…? Put into your big bowl:  a pint of 
cheap white vinegar, two heaped teaspoons ground ginger, 50g salt and 340g 
light soft brown sugar.  Stir a bit, then add: 700g apples, peeled, cored, chopped, 
450g onions, peeled, chopped, 450g  dates, scissored or chopped a bit (don’t use 
expensive Medjools, the far cheaper blocks are much better, usually Whitworths, 
or bags in the cooking aisle.  Morrisons own brand are good),  450g sultanas 
Stir, cover and leave it for 24 hours, stirring often, then jar it up, use 
straightaway if you like, but it’s better after a couple of weeks.  If the consistency 
is still too bulky, scissor it about to lessen the chunks a bit.  Let me know what 
YOU think.  01454 238576  dyddi@btinternet.com                                                 ed. 
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from p.11  Bouldelocks And The Three Bears started well and hunted victory on 

each match but lady luck was not with them this year.  
Dough Boules had a three-year-old in the team who could just about lift the 
boule but insisted she didn’t want to use a children’s one.  
Dogs Bouleocks, whose name only just passed the censors (there was a lot of 
hesitation) were described by another team as ‘extremely nice, friendly and 
polite’.  The Unbelievables were voted as the noisiest but to be fair the majority 
of them originate from up north……’nuff said.  And fiercely competitive Tom 
Boulery won every match but one (the one that cost them a semi-final place) and 
were heavily supported by contents from the beer tent. 
 By 5.30pm it was down to four teams for the semis, (next year we plan to speed 
things up so that we can have quarter finals, therefore including each league’s 
top two teams) Gentlemen 1 v Bouldover (winners  Gentlemen1), and Dough 
Boules v Absolutely Fabouless (narrowly won by Ab Fab). 
After the semi-finals the raffle was drawn. A big thank you must go to Daisy, 
Kitty, Millie, Stanley, George and any other children who followed orders and 
coerced almost everyone into buying tickets, raising well over £300. First prize 
was a round of golf for 4 at Castle Combe donated by C.R. Holland Industrial 
Supplies Ltd, second a case of wine kindly donated by Connor Tuck and third 
prize was a meal for 2 at The King’s Arms. 
The final was a great match and still in play at 7pm. Absolutely Fabouless 
(Laurence, Nikki and Sean) overcame Gentlemen 1 to become the winners of 
Didmarton Boules 2021. They received a meal for 6 at The King’s Arms, the 
runners-up took a fabulous Boules themed cake created by Jess Dixon. 
Great thanks go to Mark and Paula for allowing this event again and organisers 
Alan and Richard are very grateful to the teams who supported it, and are 
especially grateful to all volunteers (too many to mention but we know who you 
are!) without whom it would not be possible. A special mention must go to Tom 
Hatherell for his significant contribution to the day’s costs and his constant 
support to the club, lending Matbros when needed and generally saying yes 
when anything is asked of him.  If only he had time to play cricket! 
 
Net proceeds stand at just under £2000 for the day which will be added to our 
Cricket Club funds and from which a donation is made to the Didmarton Village 
Hall & Community Committee (DVHCC). Mention and grateful thanks must also 
be made of the very generous donation from Cirrus Inns on behalf of the King’s 
Arms which is in addition to the funds raised on the day.              Alan Townsend 
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AN ECO-FRIENDLY HALLOWEEN 

How To Have A Fun Celebration Without  

Spooking the Environment 

Avoid buying a one-off costume just for the day. So many outfits are thrown 
away each year and less than 1% of material used to produce clothing is recycled 
into new clothing. Many consumers don’t realise that materials such as polyester 
are plastic. It’s much greener and more fun to swap costumes with friends or 
make your own. See what you already have and then visit charity shops to add to 
the look. Topical costumes are always a fun favourite. For ideas, look at the news 
and popular culture. 
Make your own spooky Hallowe’en sweets like zombie gingerbread men (trying 
to use locally sourced ingredients will not only cut your carbon footprint but will 
also reduce the amount of plastic used).  
Grow your own pumpkin next year, or buy one that’s grown locally from farmers 
markets/shops, and don’t let the scooped out pumpkin flesh go to waste,  use to 
make soup, vegetable curry, or a pumpkin pie. 
Masks are an easy, fun way to dress up for Halloween but bought ones are often 
made from single-use plastics. Instead, go mad with cereal packets, paint and 
bio-degradable glitter - you’ll get far more street cred!              Stina Richardson 
********************************************************************************** 

SUMMER’S NOT FOR EVERYONE 
Funny, isn’t it, how there is the blithe assumption that everyone loves the 
summery sun and everyone loathes, or at best, tolerates the wintery months. A 
silly consideration, obviously, especially when there isn’t much to exceed the 
beauty of a frosty-nipped morning, or the ethereal silence of a heavy snowfall.   
But it goes deeper than that:  this is by Philip Larkin  
MOTHER, SUMMER, I   

My mother, who hates thunder storms,  
holds up each summer day and shakes  
It out suspiciously, lest swarms of grape-dark clouds are lurking there; 
But when the August weather breaks and rains begin, and brittle frost  
Sharpens the bird-abandoned air, her worried summer look is lost, 
And I her son, though summer-born and summer-loving,  
None the less am easier when the leaves are gone  
Too often summer days appear emblems of perfect happiness I can't confront:  
I must await a time less bold, less rich, less clear: 
An autumn more appropriate. 



30 
 

DYDDI BOOK REVIEW 
44 SCOTLAND STREET BY ALEXANDER MACALL SMITH 
As always, I’m many years behind what’s currently ‘on 
trend’ as they say, in the book world.  However, matter not 
when there’s darned good stuff to tell of, even if it is from 
a few years back.  Alexander Macall Smith was a familiar 
name to me, chiefly because of the radio broadcasting of 
his series, The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, with the 
fantastic character, Mma Precious Ramotswe and staged in 
Botswana. 
Six thousand miles north, Edinburgh, is the setting for this series (though each 
edition can be read as a stand-alone), 44 Scotland Street.  Lighthearted, yes, 
funny – very, with stereotypes gently kneaded into shape, whether artless, 
strident, irritating or a good egg (who acknowledges their flaws).  You’ll be 
furious with some, anxious for others, and as for Bertie…Poor Bertie… 
Start with 44 Scotland Street itself, and OH HELP! I’ve just found out there are 
15, chronicling the lives of Pat, Bruce, Bertie et al.  Oh, wow.  That’s me done for 
what to read for a wee while.  Marvellous!                                                       ed. 
************************************************************************************* 

WHERE WOULD WE BE WITHOUT THE TYPO?   

(ESPECIALLY THE REAL ONES FROM CHURCH BULLETINS!) 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
The sermon this morning is ‘Jesus Walks on the Water’.  Tonight’s sermon is 
‘Searching for Jesus’. 
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It’s a change to get rid of those things 
not worth keeping around the house.  Bring your husbands. 
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community.  Smile at 
someone who is hard to love.  Say ‘hell’ to someone who doesn’t care much 
about you. 
Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help. 
Miss Charlene Mason sand ‘I will not pass this way again’, giving obvious 
pleasure to the congregation. 
For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs. 
Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.  They need all the help they can 
get. 
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Are you a local company 

or service who needs some 

extra coverage?  It would 

be great to hear from you 

if you would like to advertise in 

the Dyddi Digest. 

Not got an advertisement?  

Worry not, it’s no trouble 

to create one for you.  Just email 

dyddi@btinternet.com 

or call 01454 238576 

 

 

 
 

mailto:dyddi@btinternet.com
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CHIMNEY SWEEP   

FIREWOOD  

KINDLING & COAL 
 

Steve Thompson 

Lower Kilcott Farm 

01454 232941 

07974 194012 

Kindling, coal, kiln 

dried & seasoned logs 

delivered 
Registered member of the 

Institute of Chimney Sweepers 

 

 

R & B  
have now moved  

round the corner – take the 

turning on the right  

just after the Holford Arms  

which leads to Sherston.   

The garage entrance is on the 

right after 50 metres.   

All four wheelers welcome!  

 

01454 238700 
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Monday-Friday 8am-5.30pm, Saturday 8am-12pm 
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         POWERED SPACES 
                      Reliable & local  
          ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
     In and Outdoor power & lighting    
         Electric Vehicle Car Charging 
         Networking, Wi-Fi problems, 
                        installation 
            Fully insured & registered    
                 References available 
            Free, no obligation quote 
    mark.hanson@poweredspaces.com 

              01453 860084    
              07775 505375 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/cartoon-glowing-yellow-light-bulb-vector-18016094&psig=AOvVaw1xqSdfcM-0SBqGgAIh9K9q&ust=1583001989109000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPjY3rXz9OcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
mailto:Mark.hanson@poweredspaces.com
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The Kings Arms, The Street, Didmarton, 

Badminton, Gloucestershire  GL9 1DT 

www.kingsarmsdidmarton.co.uk    01454 238245 


