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DIDMARTON RUBBISH & RECYCLING 

COLLECTIONS DATES FOR JUNE  
Thursdays 3rd & 17th Food waste bin 

Thursdays 10th & 24th All rubbish & recycling 
************************************************************************************* 

DIARY DATES?  
Unlike the dodo, they DO exist, but the ill-fated bird never had to 
contend with the possible knock-on effects of the Indian variant of 
Covid, let alone Prof. Whitty’s slideshow.  So, subject to the usual lets-
see’ness of Government rules and regs, the following events this month are: 
THE WALKING GROUP  Friday 11th, 10am at the King’s Arms car park.  See 

Margaret’s column on p. 8 for more.  
THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  All are welcome to attend.  It’s on Tuesday 

15th, 7pm at St. Lawrence’s church. 
THE AGM  It’s the annual general meeting of Didmarton’s Village Hall and 

Community Committee on Wednesday 16th.  It’s open to all. See p.7 for more 
details.   Prebooking is essential for Covid ruling reasons. 
THE KING’S ARMS MIDSUMMER PARTY On Monday 21st, from 6pm.  Live 

music, brilliant atmosphere, and The A Team of Mark & Paula, hosts with the 
mosts.  Back cover of the Dyd.    And…yes…at last…   
…WE’RE UNDER STARTERS ORDERS!  Fourteen months, three weeks and one 

day since the last one should have happened, finally, the Cricket Club’s Race 
Night is here!  On Friday 25th, it’s a thrilling digital horse racing experience with 
At The Races.  See Rich’s Didmarton Cricket Club report on p. 5 for more details.  
************************************************************************************* 

FATHERS DAY & THE SUMMER SOLSTICE  
It’s Father’s Day on Sunday 20th, with the summer solstice – the 
day with the most daylight hours, for us, around 16½ – on 
Monday 21st.  Murmansk, in the very top left corner of Russia 
(very near Norway) gets 24 hours.  An interesting experience that 
must be:  what happens with dawn choruses and cock-a-doodle-doos?  Putting 
the cat out for the night? And pulling the curtains?  (incidentally, Murmansk is 
the home of Atomflot, the world’s only fleet of nuclear powered icebreakers. 
Crash, bang wallop, but hopefully not too much bang.  Talking nuclear, a chap 
called Jim Smith has made some apple vodka from Chernobyl fruit trees.  It’s 
called Atomik. Pommes de bomb, anyone?) 



3 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
Phoenix, Tetbury surgery – 01666 502303 
Police – to report incidents - 101 
Tolsey Surgery, Sherston – 01666 840270 
Tetbury Hospital – 01666 502336 
Oldbury Garage – 01454 537016 
Leighterton School – 01666 890273 
Village hall bookings -    01454 238450 
Dyddi Digest editor – 01454 238576  
DVHCC Chairman, Ed Hardy – 01454 238006 
Parish council, John Hammond – 01454 238373 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU  

3rd – Elizabeth Darbyshire 
4th  – Gethin Jones 

8th – Joe Turner 
18th – Enola Spark-Philips 

18th – Rowan Midgley 
20th – Maisie Hall 

 

BABYSITTING CONTACTS  

Bailey Jones  - 01454 232985 
Lewis Rogers  - 01454 238113 
Flora Scutt  - 01454 219258 
Joe Turner  - 01454 238235 
 

This month’s ‘it’s their birthday’  include rocketman Elon Musk 

on the 28th, moviestar Marilyn Monroe, who, if still living, would be 95 on the 1st, & 

Prince William, 38 on the 21st.    Quick quiz:  is Musk’s infrastructure & tunnel 

business called The Boring Company, What a Drill or Holy Moley?  Why did people 

not believe Gladys Baker when she said she was Marilyn’s mother?  And what was 

Prince William’s nickname by fellow airmen in the RAF?   Answers on p. 9 
************************************************************************************* 

ALLOTMENT HISTORY, RECOLLECTIONS & PHOTOS? 
Have you any knowledge, memories or photos of the allotments in Chapel Walk?  
It would be terrific to see what there is which can be collated for a Dyddi feature.  
Call Carole on 238576, or email dyddi@btinternet.com  Thank you!  
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SOPWORTH’S FUNDRAISING 

PLANT STALL 
Got a garden gap?  Missing a flower or 
three?  No need to drive miles for a wee pot 
of something stalky with a £14.99 price tag – 
nope, just walk across the fields to 

Sopworth’s Plant Stall, in a new location in our neighbouring village. 
This pop-up nursery was run highly successfully for 5 years by Val Edwards, with 
all monies (no prices, just give at your discretion) shared equally between the 
village hall and the church.   
It’s now moved to the Didmarton end of Sopworth (you can’t miss it, it’s on your 
right as you enter the village from the A433) and run by Ann Buxton, assisted by 
Jinny and, when not at school, Isla.  All plants are donated:  what’s not to like? 
************************************************************************************* 

NEW!  Local advertiser Emily has mind matters in hand 
Emily King’s Living a Life Inspired hypnotherapy.  This last year has 
brought into focus how much mental health is JUST as important 
as physical, and how our minds need as much care as the all the 
body bits.  Emily’s introduction is below, her advert, p.23.     
LIVING A LIFE INSPIRED:  I’m Emily and am confident that if you 
are looking to make positive changes within your life that solution focused 
hypnotherapy will help you to do so.  
Unconscious habits of thought run up to 95% of our day. The unconscious mind 
controls how we feel, what we say and do, how we react or respond to problems 
and situations we are faced with daily.  Anxiety, low mood, anger, a perceived 
inability to implement change are all driven by negative unconscious habits of 
thought. These habits have usually been a lifetime in the making and can start to 
form from a very young age.  
Solution focused hypnotherapy works by replacing these unconscious negative 
habits with more positive unconscious ones. The result is that we have a friend, 
motivator, and inspired mind leading us instead of a negative, scare mongering 
and confidence zapping mind that wants to keep us stuck and all too often 
feeling totally out of control. Through the reduction of anxiety comes a much 
more in control and rational mindset. Therefore solution focused hypnotherapy 
also works well when it comes to overcoming phobias and stopping unhealthy 
habits, including smoking, disordered eating, and addictions.              Emily King 
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DIDMARTON CRICKET CLUB  
I’m delighted to finally report that a cricket match has been 
played.  Despite the slow start to spring and summer weather-
wise, sun was obtained at the end of April enabling us to play 
our first match of the season away at Grittleton.  Ali Hammond 
captained, clearly following in Rich’s footsteps by losing the 

toss, which resulted in us batting first.  After a steady start against some tight 
bowling, wickets fell regularly throughout the 40-over innings with Chris 
Hathaway and Ali notable scorers with impressive knocks of 41 and 45 
respectively, Ali’s highest score to date for the DCC.  Unfortunately both were 
run out just short of half-centuries with direct throws from Grittleton’s fielders, 
very impressive on their part and something not normally seen in a Sunday game 
of cricket.  DCC ended posting a competitive but slightly underwhelming score of 
157 from the 40 overs.   
In response Grittleton seemed on a mission to finish the match early and get to 
the Neeld Arms as soon as possible.  An early wicket from the impressive Todd 
Boucher left them on 4-1. Unfortunately the next wicket didn’t fall for another 
120 runs, this time to Chris Hathaway.  Sportingly their # 3 retired on 59 not out 
to allow others to get a chance to bat but the result was inevitable at that point, 
with Grittleton hitting the winning runs at the end of the 29th over.  The result, a 
defeat by 8 wickets.  Special mention must go to Ollie Hathaway, who made a 
highly impressive debut for the DCC (also playing his second cricket match of the 
day) and returned bowling figures of 0-23 from his 5 overs.  Definitely one to 
watch for the future!   
Finally, two notices. What promises to be an 
undoubtedly hugely entertaining Race Night is on 
Friday 25th June at the village hall to raise much 
needed funds for the club, subject to ongoing easing of government restrictions.  
Tickets £5 per person - please contact Martin Barrett on 
martinbarrett2006@hotmail.co.uk  or 07717 842992. 
Secondly, we are managing to score our matches online which automatically 
updates to our website.  Whilst the site is in a fledgling state at the moment, if 
players, supporters or anyone is interested in viewing forthcoming fixtures, 
previous scorecards, statistics, etc., go to www.didmarton.play-cricket.com.  
United We Conquer!                                                                                   Rich Williams 

Our June fixtures are:  6th  - away at  Priston, 1.30pm 
20th - home to Broughton Gifford, 2pm     27th – home to Corsley, 1.30pm 

mailto:martinbarrett2006@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.didmarton.play-cricket.com/
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HOW RUDE! 
With demanding stampy-foot song titles like Gimme 
Gimme Gimme, Money, Money, Money, and the 
Winner Takes It All, poptops Abba would never have 
won the Brownie Guide Badge for Politeness, 
Meekness and Modesty.  
However, for those who have donated to Dyddi print funds of late, I do, I do, I 
do, say Thank You (For The Music, la la la lala) for the latest donations to the 
monthly Dyddi print bill, you’re a real Supertrouper helping the Dyddi to stay 
away from having a Waterloo.   
Voulez Vouz like to be a real Honey, Honey, and help out with the monthly print 
bill? Any and every donation helps, and thank you very much!  Just shove 
through the letterbox at 7 Chapel Walk – cheques payable to Didmarton Village 
Hall.  (Apologies to ace pop group Abba and their brilliant songs, which remain as 
fantastic as ever). 
************************************************************************************* 

NEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF DIDMARTON’S 

VILLAGE HALL & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
The DVHCC has held, hopefully, its last committee meeting by zoom and fingers 
crossed the next time we meet will be at the AGM where accounts will be 
presented, I will report on the year, and committee members will be appointed 
and reappointed for the next term. 
We are still looking for a treasurer and it may well be that as a temporary 
measure we engage an accountant on a professional basis, at a cost of course to 
the village hall. So please, if you are thinking of stepping forward STEP 
FORWARD!  (contact Ed on 01454 238006, edsamelia@icloud.com  There will be 
help and support if you need!  Thank you). 
As step 3 has now passed and we hold our breath for Step 4 on the 21st June, 
various activities by hirers have recommenced at the hall, cricket will return 
imminently, and as a committee we can start to think about much needed hall 
improvements. 
As an extremely difficult year for the DVHCC comes to a close, I would like to 
take the opportunity of thanking all committee members and other volunteers 
for keeping the hall and the community going.   As we dare to look over the 
horizon I am optimistic that we there is much to look forward to in our 
community.                                                                                                         Ed Hardy 

mailto:edsamelia@icloud.com
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DIDMARTON VILLAGE HALL 

& COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
SUMMARY OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21 APRIL 2021 

GOVERNANCE  We have a gap to fill for role of treasurer until December when 
Stu’s replacement will join.  Will likely need to pay for the service - half a day per 
month for the next 9 months. 
FINANCIAL REPORT  Grant income received from CDC.  Just over £10.5k so far 
with further grants potentially payable. The works to the external paving area 
can now be progressed and committee seeking costings/quotes for two options 
– concrete or sand coloured tarmac. 
MAINTENANCE/CLEANING Hall door repaired following damage from storm.  
Thank you to the group of volunteers helping undertake the deep clean of the 
hall in preparation for re-opening.  Rota now in place for mowing playing field.  
Thank you to those who volunteered. 
BOOKINGS/EVENTS Bookings & enquiries are encouraging, some are confirmed.   
100 CLUB  Good uptake this year.  Thank you to all those who subscribed.  The 
draws started in May. 
MARKETING/MEDIA Push on the marketing of the hall now the re-opening phase 
is confirmed.   
AGM The next meeting will start with the AGM on Wednesday 16th June 2021 
(formal notice below) and to which all villagers are welcome.  Due to social 
distancing requirements, please let us know if you are planning to attend.  Email 
Antonia Whitbread at ahwhitbread@btinternet.com 

 

DIDMARTON VILLAGE HALL & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE -  
THE DVHCC     NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the DVHCC will be held at Didmarton Village Hall 
on Wednesday 16th June 2021 at 7.30 pm. Meeting open to all residents of 
Didmarton aged over 18. 

THE AGM AGENDA 
To approve the Financial Report & Accounts for the y/e 31.03.21 

Approval of minutes of the 2020 AGM          Nomination of co-optees 
Election of officers               AOB 

Please note: Members of the DVHCC are representatives from active clubs or 
groups within the village and nominated co-optees.  The first meeting of the new 
DVHCC will take place immediately following the AGM. 

mailto:ahwhitbread@btinternet.com
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GARDEN TIPS FOR JUNE  
For those of us able to sit out in our gardens during this 
‘lock in’, you may have found that privacy has become an 
issue. It used to mean planting the tallest trees possible 
around your garden (usually the dreaded Leylandii) but tall 
trees and high walls have a tendency to darken not only 
your garden but also several rooms in your house, so if you 
only want privacy in the summer when you sit out, a nice 

fruit tree, hedge, or screen is ideal, also adding to the beauty of your garden.  
A 1.5m screen next to your seating area will shield anyone sitting there, and 
there are some very pretty ornamental ones available. Similarly, a summer 
hedge of tall grasses or plants like delphiniums or lupins will do the trick. 
Remember to check on rules in your area. If you want a solid hedge or fence 
higher than 1.2m in a front garden, you need planning permission, likewise if you 
have Leylandii hedges more than 2m high the council can make you cut them 
down so take care and check first.   
If sowing seeds now, tiny ones like lettuce and carrot are almost impossible to 
sow thinly so add 2/3 of sand to your quantity of seeds and you will sow much 
more thinly and have less waste.  Any newly grown plants must be hardened off 
before you plant them into their final positions in the garden.                Jean Glew 

 

THE WALKING GROUP OF DIDMARTON 
Dear fellow walkers (human and canine).  
How doggy wonderful! I can now explore the countryside 
with my pals, especially Tigger and Ollie, though he has had a 
poorly leg so I’m hoping he’s ok. However, notwithstanding 
the love I have for them, I so adore my human friends. My doggy friends are less 
inclined to make the fuss of me that I demand. Perhaps they feel the same? 
By the time we embark on our June walk the wood anemones, bluebells and 
probably cowslips will be a memory but with all the rain the river may offer 
some sylvan glade type walking particularly by Crowdown springs.  As a spaniel I 
love splashing about in the water - much to Mama’s chagrin – though my terrier 
pals seem to think that this is not a pastime for gentlemen who wish to retain a 
sense of decorum. Our walk this month is on Friday 11th, the usual place - the 
King’s Arms car park at 10am. You don’t need a dog to come. 
Woof woof,  Mad Martha (& Lady Daisy, now ret’d) 
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YOUR MIND & BODY MATTERS 
Feeling the very best you can 

It is mental health awareness week at time of writing 
(mid May), so I thought I’d share this poem which we can 
all apply to ourselves and pass on to others at some time 

or another.  Ruth Carnaby, Mind & Body Matters 01454 238957 

 
DON’T QUIT, BY JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER 
When things go wrong, as they sometimes will, 
When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill, 
When the funds are low and the debts are high 
And you want to smile but you have to sigh. 
When care is pressing you down a bit, 
Rest if you must, but don’t you quit, 
Life is queer with its twists and turns, 
As every one of us sometimes learns, 
And many a failure turns about, 
When he might have won had he stuck it out, 
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow, 
You may succeed with another blow. 
Success is failure turned inside out, The silver tints of the clouds of doubt, 
And you can never tell how close you are, It may be near when it seems so far. 
 So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit, It’s when things seem worse, 
 That you must not quit.   
 

(when I read this poem, I assumed it was a recent writing from a 

living poet, as it seems very contemporary in its manner.  Nice to be 

utterly wrong!  Whittier was an born in 1807, an American Quaker 

and advocate of the abolition of slavery, notable for his anti slavery 

writings.  One of his influences was Robert Burns.           ed.) 
************************************************************************************* 

Quick quiz, p. 3: The Boring Company.  Gladys suffered from schizophrenia.  Billy 
the Fish.  
Last and First quiz, p.19:  Stomach, Heart, Thorax, X Ray, Yellow, Wart, Throat, 
Toe, Ear, Rickets, Shin, Neck, Kneebone, Epileptic Fit, Oesophagus, Sternum, 
Mouth, Head, Dialysis, Shiver, Rabies, Senses, Spinal, Liver, Rubella, Angina, 
Arthritis, Saliva, Arm, Mucus, Skin, Navel, Lockjaw 
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VICAR’S LETTER 

June 2021 

 
My Dear Friends,  
I hope this letter finds you well and enjoying the early summer weather. I write 
this after another very quiet weekend in May as normally I look across the road 
at this time and see dozens of caravans and horseboxes piled into the field. But 
not this year, the second in a row, with the pandemic (cancelling the horse 
trials). It is all very quiet, which is good from my dog’s point of view as there are 
less reasons not to be taken for a walk! 
It is one of the pleasures of living where we do that nature is all around us all the 
time, and the skies are big in this part of the world which was not so, in Dorset 
where we came from. There can be great joy in seeing cloud movements a long 
way across the empty sky.  
 
Poet Gerard Manley Hopkins was a great believer that God could be seen in 
nature and that if you looked you could see the hand of God in the world.  I was 
recently watching a debate between Richard Dawkins and Rowan Williams. 
Much of it centred upon the soul and whether self-consciousness was something 
that would automatically come about eventually, from intelligent life, the leap 
from the human being who had no syntax in his/her language to the progeny 
that used syntax , ie words such as: ‘with’, ‘if’, ‘but’, ‘and’ etc. It made one realise 
what a miracle life is, and that we are here able to speak and write about it.  
I hope you have a wonderful June and can spend some time reflecting on the 
world in which we live.  And God within nature. 
With my best wishes, 
Richard 
Rev Richard Thomson, Priest in charge, Withymoor Vicarage, Old Down Road, 
Badminton, South Gloucestershire GL9 1EU 01454 219236     mobile: 077177 
91858   www.badmintonchurch.org.uk       email: revrichardthomson@gmail.com 
************************************************************************************* 

the DYDDI digest, founded in October 1975 is published each month 

on behalf of Didmarton Village Hall and Community Committee. 
The editor reserves the right to refuse/edit any editorial or advertising content. 

Contact Carole, the editor on 01454 238576, email dyddi@btinternet.com or 
Deliver any editorial/copy to 7 Chapel Walk, Didmarton. 

Please note, copy/advertising deadline is the 15th of the preceding month. 

http://www.badmintonchurch.org.uk/
mailto:revrichardthomson@gmail.com
mailto:dyddi@btinternet.com
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND BADMINTON BENEFICE 

Sunday services – conducted by Rev. Thomson unless otherwise stated 

6th June   Lasborough 9.30am Matins, Lay led  

Trinity 1    Hawkesbury 9.30am HC   

   Didmarton 11.15am Matins 
   Acton Turville 6pm Evensong  
13th June  Lasborough 9.30am HC, P. Cheeseman 

Trinity 2  Leighterton 9.30am HC   

   Little Badminton 11.15am Matins  
   Hawkesbury 6pm Evensong 
2oth June  Didmarton 8.30am HC   

Trinity 3  Hawkesbury 9.30am Morning Prayer, Lay led 

   Sopworth 11.15am Matins    
Acton Turville 6pm Evensong   

27th June  Lasborough 9.30am HC   

Trinity 4  Little Badminton 11.15am Matins  

   Hawkesbury 6pm Festal Eucharist 
Wednesday Services zoom at 9.30am – ask vicar to join 

 

 

 

 

 
The May 100 Club draw took place on 6th May and the winners were: 

1st - £20  Willis Buckley     2nd - £15 Doris Earley 
3rd - £10 Penny Pope     4th £10 Sian Edwards 

This was the first draw of our 100 Club ‘year’. Thank you to everyone who has 
joined us for another year and welcome to those who have joined for the first 
time. We, along with the DVHCC, value your support a great deal as the money 
raised goes towards a range of projects in the village. 
Many thanks to our collectors Janet Bowers-Broadbent, Amanda Hathaway, Nic 
Holden and Susie Jones who give up their time to collect your subscriptions. Best 
wishes to Jackie Crewe who was unable to collect this year and a special thank 
you to Linda Copsey who stepped in to collect in St. Arild’s Road. Here’s to a 
successful winning year ahead for many of you.                                      Sue & Sue 
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THE DYDDI PODCAST – People of Didmarton 
This month – Rachel Yandell 

PLACE OF BIRTH & EARLY YEARS Derby, in the Nightingale Hospital (ironically, as 
that’s my maiden name!)  We lived in Chaddesden, Derby and then moved to the 
commuter village of Barton Under Needwood, half way in between Birmingham 
and Derby, when I was four. 
EARLIEST MEMORY Singing ‘I hear thunder’ in a thunder storm, on the way 
home from somewhere with my mum and my brother in his pram.  
CHILDHOOD MEMORIES All very good. Mostly the stereotypical experience of 
my age group: playing outside till sunset, water fights in the street, disappearing 
into friends’ houses, our parents not really worrying where we were.  
EDUCATION The usual primary, then secondary school and finally to university. 
I’m planning to start studying accountancy again in September once the world 
becomes a little less crazy!  
BEST TEACHERS There were two, Mr Demarco and Mr Stevenson, my A-level 
English teachers. Mr Demarco was a LOUD American, Mr Stephenson a timid ex-
thespian. Both had an amazing and infectious love for literature that has never 
left me, even if they did make me analyse ‘Sons and Lovers’ for months on end.  
WHAT WAS SCHOOL LIKE? To be honest I hated school until Sixth form and 
university when I found really great friendship groups, many of whom I’m still 
friends with now. Thank goodness for my best friend Emma who was my shield 
and protector for the first five years of senior school! 
WHICH MUSIC MARKED YOUR YOUTH? Definitely dance 
music, particularly house. Once I discovered Pete Tong’s 
Essential Selection on a Friday night I fell in love with the 
music and scene even before I’d entered a club. I still love it, 
much to my kid’s embarrassment when I pick them up from 
school with Franky Wah blaring out of the car window.  
A SOCIAL OCCASION FROM THEN  I used to go to church 
youth weekends when I was growing up and they were a spectacular way to 
stretch my wings. All whilst mum and dad thought I was knitting or taking part in 
other such safe activities.  
FIRST JOB OR ACTIVITY I worked as a waitress in Pizza Hut through my late teens 
and into university. I loved it, despite the constant smell of cigarettes and 
cheese! One of my best, oldest friendships started while we both worked there. 
We spent many a happy night discussing the aforementioned dance choons. 
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PERSONAL EVENTS FROM YOUR TWENTIES  Very significant: I got married, had 
two children, and moved to Didmarton. The time when REAL life began.  
WHAT WAS THE WORLD LIKE THEN? I was too sleep deprived to notice! But they 
were without doubt my favourite years.  
WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO DIDMARTON? We’d been searching for a house 
within 30 minutes of Bristol. After a very long search and two houses falling 
through, we finally found Reading Room House on a tip off from Ceri and Jo 
Rogers. It definitely felt like it was meant to be!  
FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF DIDMARTON Loved it. I remember driving through 
Didmarton and Tetbury on our first night here and thinking how blessed I was to 
live in such a beautiful area. It was a Christmas evening and the shops in Tetbury 
were lit up with their festive trees which added to the magic. 
WHAT HAS CHANGED IN THE VILLAGE? When we first moved here, there were a 
lot of derelict and run down houses on the main street. Now you would be hard 
pushed to find any house that isn’t immaculate!  
DIDMARTON IN ONE SENTENCE Amazing place full of happy, friendly families.  
MEMORABLE PERSON/S Too many to mention but my family, particularly my 
brother and sister in law, who now live here too, are my favourite and my best. 
FAVOURITE PLACE IN BRITAIN Bristol, home of my university years, will always 
hold a very special place in my heart.  
FAVOURITE PLACE TO TRAVEL TO  Majorca. Mountains, sea, amazing food, 
lovely people. It will hopefully be my retirement home.  
ADVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  Keep on keeping on. One day you’ll find your 
happy place.  
OF WHAT ARE YOU MOST PROUD?  My three children.  
LAND, OR SEA, AND WHY?  A good mixture of both. But if I could move 
Didmarton to the seaside it really would be perfect!  
************************************************************************************* 

DIDMARTON’S INCREDIBLE 

EQUESTRIAN HISTORY– part two  

Lieutenant-Colonel Frank Weldon MVO MBE 
MC Born in 1913, he was an elite 3 day event 
rider who won team gold and individual 
bronze in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics when 
all the equestrian events were held in Stockholm, Sweden as Australia’s strict 
quarantine laws precluded entry. After finishing second at Badminton in ‘53 and 
‘54 he won in ’55, though that year it was held at                                             pto…        



14 
 

cont…   Windsor Great Park by invitation of the Queen. He retired from 

competition in ‘62 and in ‘64 was asked by His Grace to design the course for the 
following years Badminton. Three years later he became director of the trials 
until his retirement in 1988. Frank Weldon lived in Kingsmead House. He died in 
September 1993.  

Bill Roycroft OBE, Australian legend The giant of Australian 
3 day eventing moved into The Manor House following the 
Bullen’s departure. This man represented his country at five 
Olympics, in which he was teammates with his son Wayne. 
Sons Barry and Clarke also rode in Olympic Team Oz, as did 
Wayne’s wife Vicki.  In preparation for his first Olympics in 
1960, he won Badminton. He went on to complete in ’64, 
’68, ’72 and ’78 Olympics. He won team gold in Rome (’60), 
team bronze in  ’68 (behind gold medallists GB) and ’72.  

He was made an OBE, but forget the Olympics stuff. The larger than life and 
affable Aussie should be best remembered for drawing and signing the stunning 
Kangaroo on the back wall of the Reading Room.  Legend.  (does anyone have a 
photo of this ‘roo picture?  Please, please get in touch if you do – 
dyddi@btinternet.com  Thanks tons!) 
 
Cheltenham Gold Cup winning trainer, Bob Turnell   Albeit 
he didn’t win the Gold Cup during his time in Didmarton, 
but we can claim him because he started here. He had a 
few stables at his home in Starveall Farm. The remainder 
were stabled behind the Reading Room and were attended 
by my dad Kenneth. Kenneth Ernest Percival Walker was 
the original Horse Whisperer. ALMOST every horse loved him and he had the 
magic touch with all other animals. 
Back in the 50s the route to being a trainer was invariably preceded by being a 
jockey. Bob rode in seven Grand Nationals. In the 1950 race he had ‘a Devon 
Loch’ (the Queen’s horse that did the splits when leading, just before the 
finishing post) moment. Leading on the full-of-running Cloncarrig he fell at the 
second last, giving Freebooter the win.  
Bob took out a trainer’s licence in 1954, eventually moving to Lambourn from 
where he trained numerous high profile winners. His Pas Seul won the 1960 
Cheltenham Gold Cup. Bob’s son Andy followed as a jockey turned trainer, 
winning the 1987 Grand National with Maori Venture.                         Steve Walker 

mailto:dyddi@btinternet.com
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THE REALITIES OF RUSTIC RULINGS  

put right by Reginald Rural of Rumpshire (& mother)  

It is with deep pleasure that I am positioned to 
examine and consider olde countryside lore, sayings 
and proverbs. What do they mean?  Where have they 
come from?  And, most vitally, are they infectious?   
This month’s adage to analyse: Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth. 
Reginald writes: Dentists, mouth mechanics and tooth fairies, beware the four 
hooved neigh-monster!  No-one should get near these unicorns of fury unless in 
a diving bell.  They may have big googly eyes and lots of fur, but don’t be 
seduced:  inside that snuffly nosepart are fangs of great length, top, bottom, 
front and back, ready to gnash and crush.  And a horse as a gift?  Return to 
sender, I say.                                                                           R. St.J. Z Rural, esq.  

Mrs Reasonetta Rural writes:   If ever a brain of blu-tac existed, it’s in my (my?  
really??) son, or ‘son’. The age of an equine is gauged by looking at its teeth.  The 
longer, gnarlier and more grotesque, shall we say, the teeth look, the older and 
more decrepit the beast.  A youngster has neat milky nibblers.  The adage is 
advising the recipient not to inspect a gift too closely:  one should receive with 
gratitude, not analysis.  If you’ve been given half a ton of money-munching 
horse, one should say Thank You Very Much For This Potentially Aged 
Incontinent Liability.  One should not, having peered at the brute’s incisors, hand 
it back proclaiming “do not fob me off with this useless, death’s door creature, 
to dispose of on your behalf.” Whatever the gift, useless Neddy or otherwise, 
show deep appreciation and acknowledgment.   We are English, and all that 
comes with that.                                                                         R.R.R. Rural (Mrs) 
************************************************************************************* 

LEIGHTERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Here, we are very proud of the strong links we have with the 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps, the ANZACS, who 
were based at Bowldown Farm during WW1.  An 
aerodrome, with at least 14 hangars for the aircraft, was 
constructed in addition to a whole host of supporting buildings, including 
accommodation huts.  
Despite the short time pilots spent at the aerodrome, every effort was made to 
provide entertainment and comfort for them, as well as to support the engineers 
and other permanent staff. The aerodrome became a self-contained village, and 
they even constructed a cricket pitch for use between training. pto…               



16 
 

cont…Other sports included football matches and running with local clubs. There 
was also a YMCA hut, which oversaw the organisation of boxing. On Sundays, the 
hut was used by the chaplain for the hosting of Protestant parade services.  
Providing their fellow Australians with entertainment were the Flying Kangaroos, 
a group of fellow airmen who organised music hall-style shows. Their concerts 
would almost certainly have been held in the YMCA. In 1917, the first Australian 
detachments were sent here, leading to led to the establishment of the First 
Training Wing of the Australian Flying Corps in January 1918.  Minchinhampton 
hosted Number 1 Station and Leighterton, Number 2.  Squadrons 5 and 6 went 
to Minchinhampton and Squadrons 7 and 8 came to Leighterton. 
As they were based at local farms, fields were turned into grass runways.  
Trainees came once they had completed six week’s basic training and passed a 
written exam in aeronautics, Morse code and the theory of artillery.  They would 
then fly 12 times with an instructor, each flight 15 minutes, before flying solo.  
Each Corps member completed four hours of solo flight before going on to 
advanced training.  The men based at Minchinhampton trained in single seaters, 
at Leighterton training was in two seaters.  The planes were Sopwith Pups and 
Camels, the Royal Aircraft Factory SE5A (Scout Experimental 5) and Avro 504. 
The ANZACs became well known locally for their daredevil flying, doing loop the 
loops and other manoeuvres.  Flight was still in its infancy in 1918 and it is 
unlikely local people would have seen anything like this before the war. Injuries 
were relatively common, with pilots often having to be evacuated to the cottage 
hospital in Tetbury or to Southmead, Bristol.  
The ANZACs left here on 11th May 1919 and Bowldown reverted to farming.  For 
24 men, their crashes were fatal. These men are buried in Leighterton’s 
cemetery in Commonwealth War Graves.  Each year, on ANZAC day, Leighterton 
School remembers these men, alongside the British Legion, Cadets, dignitaries 
and Australian Air Attaché from the London Embassy.  There is an inspection on 
our playground, followed by a parade to the cemetery, where the children call 
the roll of the men who died and lay sprigs of rosemary on their graves. (photos 
p.22)  Our children learn about the ANZACs and many of them join the 
remembrance, and are proud the ANZACs are part of our history.   

If you would like to find out more or come and look around our school, you are 
very welcome. Contact Mrs Davey on 01666  890273 and we would be delighted 
to show you round at a convenient time.  Further information is also available on 
our website - www.leighterton.com                                                      Meryl Hatfield 

http://www.leighterton.com/


17 
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6 1 9

9 8 2 1
4 5 8 7

6
7 1 6
1 8 2

4 5 2 9

SUDOKU by Neil Fozard 

Each row, column and 3x3 box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASY                         …AND NOT SO EASY! 
 

 

Answers to 

May’s quizzes 

 
 
 

******************************************************************** 

WURZIT TO?  
Firstly, I have been put right on April’s Wurzit, which I rather 
meanly called a sticky uppy thing with no purpose.  But no!  
It was, in fact, part of the signpost for Terry Chatham’s 
picture framing business which started in the attic of his 
home, Didmarton House.  It developed in a gallery of 
pictures, pottery and other local crafts, housed in what had 
been the old shop and post office.  Its reputation for service and the highest of 
standards drew customers from as far afield as London and Scotland.  Today, it’s 
The Coach House, and the signpost is just a post.   
It’s pretty obvious what this month’s Wurzit is, but Wur Zit To? should be nice 
and hard.  As with several Wurzits, many, many of you will have passed it by.  
Last month’s W. was a window overlooking Creephole Lane at The Folly.  

7 8 9 4
1 8 7 9 2

2 8 7 3
1 3 6 9

4 9 6
2 9 6 1 7

6 9 4 2

1 9 6 8 2 4 5 3 7
3 7 2 9 6 5 8 1 4
8 5 4 1 3 7 2 6 9
9 4 3 7 8 2 6 5 1
6 2 5 3 4 1 7 9 8
7 8 1 5 9 6 4 2 3
4 6 7 2 1 3 9 8 5
2 3 8 4 5 9 1 7 6
5 1 9 6 7 8 3 4 2

2 6 9 7 5 4 8 3 1
8 1 5 9 3 6 4 2 7
4 7 3 8 1 2 6 5 9
7 5 8 1 2 3 9 6 4
3 9 4 6 8 5 1 7 2
1 2 6 4 9 7 5 8 3
6 8 1 2 7 9 3 4 5
5 4 2 3 6 1 7 9 8
9 3 7 5 4 8 2 1 6
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
To all who have – or haven’t  - planted sunflowers, here’s Enola showing us sunny 

golden glory just how it should be.  Big, bright, & always cheery.  Thank you Enola, 

for such a summery sunshiny scene, & a happy birthday to you too.  Of course, a very 

happy birthday to everyone  else celebrating this month & lt’s hope we all have a 

suitably sunflowery summer too…bring me sunshine, tra la laaa… 
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LAST & FIRST QUIZ 

Use the last letter of each clue answer as the first letter of the next, e.g.  Foxy – yeoman 

– nutroast -   This month – body parts & illnesses/conditions/functions.  Answers p. 9 

 
Proper tummy name (7) 
Ticker? (5) 
Body part with a dozen vertebrae, a dozen pairs of ribs and a sternum (7) 
This shows you inside (1,3) 
You’ll be this if jaundiced (6) 
Lumpy skin lump (4) 
Within Jethro attack? (6) 
Ten on the very end of you! (3) 
One of these has a drum (3) 
Not enough D gives you this (7) 
This leg part has wish inside inside (4) 
Crick it?  (4) 
Pat and Ella make up this (7) 
Also known as a seizure (9,3) 
Food pipe! (10) 
Severe hesitation is a bone (7) 
Body part where rivers come out! (5) 
Where to put your hat (4) 
Necessary procedure if kidneys fail (8) 
Brrrrr!  What you do! (6) 
Illness that can cause hydrophobia (fear of water) (6) 
We’ve got 5 of these, though some say 6! (6) 
Confused plains of the backbone? (6) 
Great with onions! (5) 
Aka German measles (7) 
Chest pain (6) 
Osteo, rheumatoid, inflammatory or septic (9) 
Mouth liquid (6) 
Got an ulna inside (3) 
Comes down nostrils (5) 
The biggest organ, about 3½ kilos (4) 
The umbilicus (5) 
Old fashioned tetanus? (7) 
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CAROLE COOKS AGAIN A cabbage project & a mango 
So……having heard Dr. Michael Mosley proselytising the 
benefits of eating fermented foods like kefir (similar to 
yogurt) kimchi and sauerkraut, I made a batch of the latter 
with a hard, white cabbage, and under his instructions, 
stashed it away in the coolest part of the house.  He said 
leave it a week or two, then try and eat a small amount daily.   Great for your 
immune system and your microbiome (which is that 2½kg thing we didn’t know 
we had until recently) amongst other bodily functions. 
It’s dead easy to make, but don’t try digging into it until much longer than a 
week; it just hasn’t broken down and softened enough.  Give it a month, at least.  
Having said that, it’s not at all bad in its younger state, just crunchier. Dress with 
a little olive oil and black pepper.  
SAUERKRAUT – The best advice and method is www.makesauerkraut website, 
which will list all the other foods you can ferment (there’s much more than just 
cabbage), and a foolproof step by step guide.  A couple of things I learnt: don’t 
think you can get the salt rubbed in in a few minutes;  it takes at least 20, and 
wearing new, clean rubber gloves is useful, especially if you’ve any sore or dry 
areas of skin.  Ouch.  Also, make sure the weight you use to press down the 
sauerkraut comes OUT of the jar as easily as it went IN. The most useful I’ve 
found seems to be a slim ½ litre soy sauce bottle. I’m now onto a red cabbage 
version, and will report next month on its fermenting journey.  Meantime, happy 
sauering, or should that be krauting? 
This merry fellow of a relish was in one of the weekend supplements, and is a 
nice go-along with any, every meat, fish, veggie dish you can imagine.  Its author 
Diana Henry says it’s not an authentic Amba sauce, and I changed her version 
too, so maybe this should be called Ambish. Its origins are middle Eastern, and 
traditionally whizzed to a smoothness, but I left it chunky (chunkish?), not 
wanting a savoury fruit coulis. It kept well, covered, in the fridge for a week. 
Amba sauce:  gently sizzle a few peeled, crushed and chopped garlic cloves with 
a finely chopped chilli (seeds or not, to suit) in a heavy pan.  When fragrant, stir 
in half a tsp of ground cumin and freshly ground black pepper and a tsp of 
turmeric.  Cook for another minute, then stir in a ripe mango, peeled and diced 
fairly small.  Stir well, add a tablespoon each of cider/white wine vinegar and   
sugar, white, light brown or Demerara. Cook a little longer, let cool, and add salt 
to taste.  Blend smooth – if you must.  Very good with fresh mint, coriander or 
basil, and a few sausages (merguez, perhaps?) or burgers.                                   ed. 

http://www.makesauerkraut/
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CLEANER & GREENER 

Did you know that some chemicals found in many 
conventional cleaning products can be eco-harmful? 

The good news is that there are alternatives.  
GREEN CLEANING PRODUCTS Avoid using toxic chemicals and switch to 
environmentally-sensitive products like Kinn, Ecover, Method, Iron & Velvet and 
Ocean Saver, found either online or in most supermarkets. 
PHOSPHATES  enhance performance, are legal in Britain but countries including 
Belgium, France, and Denmark have banned them and seen improvements in 
water quality. Phosphate-free products have the potential to reverse the process 
of eutrophication (algae growth blocking oxygen and light so aquatic life dies) in 
water systems.  Up for some DIY? make your own natural homemade cleaners. 
It's easier than you think! You’ll need: 
HOMEMADE NATURAL CLEANERS  Cheap, distilled white vinegar 
(oils/vinegar supermarket aisle), baking soda, olive oil,  Borax, 
(hardware shop),  liquid castile soap (online), essential oils, 
cloths/rags, newspaper. Vinegar?! It’ll smell like a chip shop! Don’t 
worry, the smell dissipates quickly, leaving behind only the scent of 
the essential oils.  A few basic recipes to start: 
Glass: Mix ¼ cup vinegar and 1L water in a spray bottle. Spray on glass and wipe 
clean with old newspaper or lint-free cloth. 
Worktops, tiles: Mix 2 parts vinegar, 1 part baking soda and 4 parts water. Apply 
with a sponge, scrub and wipe away. 
Floors (not wooden): Mix 4 cups of white vinegar, a gallon of hot water. Add a 
few drops of pure peppermint or lemon oil for a pleasant scent. Mop away! 
Wood furniture: Mix equal parts lemon juice and olive oil. Apply a small amount 
to a cloth and rub onto the furniture in long, even strokes. 
Toilet bowl cleaner: Sprinkle the loo brush with baking soda and scrub away! 
Disinfect your toilet by scrubbing with borax.  
Disinfectant: Mix 2 tsp borax, 4 tbsp vinegar, 3 cups hot water and ¼ tsp liquid 
castile soap. Wipe on with dampened cloth or use a spray bottle. Wipe clean. 
Mould and mildew: Wipe with neat vinegar. 
Air freshener: Sprinkle essential oil on a cotton ball and stash in a corner of the 
room. Lavender is relaxing (great for bedrooms), cinnamon, clove and citrus oils 
are great for other rooms. Put a few in the car - try peppermint, which may help 
you stay alert. DO keep out of children’s’ reach. By switching a few habits you'll 
benefit your body, home and the planet.                                        Stina Richardson 
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DIDMARTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
While we rejoice at the relaxation and possible removal or Covid 
restrictions, we are urged to exercise caution and act 
responsibility, remembering what is past and knowing the 
repercussions of living only to please ourselves. God’s word 

teaches us to live responsibly in the light of whose we are and to who we will 
give account.  We are responsible to God who has made us, and to who we will 
have to answer for the life we live. 
In the past we have been guilty of “worshipping the creature, rather than the 
creator” Romans 1v25, ie, that which is made rather than he who made us. The 
Bible gives examples of those guilty of this, but also of those who have lived their 
lives in harmony with the Lord and the instructions for a good life, pleasing to 
him.  Our greatest example of Godly living is seen in the life of God’s son, Lord 
Jesus Christ, who said “I do always those things which please the father.”  He 
came not only to show us a life lived before God, but to make it possible for us to 
live righteously and responsibly before God. We are all responsible to God for 
the way we live our lives and everyone will give account of ourselves to him. 
Jesus came to deliver us from the power of sin that holds us, knowing that it’s 
“appointed unto men once to die, and after that the judgement”. 
By God’s grace, through faith we are able to escape the consequences of sin, or 
our Lord Jesus Christ has paid its price to set us free, by his death at Calvary. 
Apostle Paul, speaking of Jesus, shows King David sought to live a life responsible 
before God saying “I keep the Lord before me always, you will teach me God’s 
way of living; being with you will fill me with joy”. May we repent of our 
irresponsible behaviour to God & seek forgiveness by faith in Jesus. “Blessed is 
the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, but his delight is in the law of the Lord, for the Lord knows the way of 
the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish” Psalm 1.       Royston Pick 

 
LEIGHTERTON SCHOOL’S 
ANZAC REMEMBRANCE 

DAY: 
The children call the roll 
of the ANZACS buried in 

Leighterton (left) & (right) 
our children lay sprigs of 
rosemary on their graves. 
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NATUREHOOD WATCH –all that glisters 

is not gold, nor a dandelion, come to that 

Dandelions have pretty much had their annual display 
by now, (though there’s always one or two toughnuts 
that crop up here and there), and we’ve seen swards of 
seedy clocks clouding the fields instead.  However, 
there are several dandelion lookalikes that keep things 
golden after the buttercups and cowslips are gone. Cat’s Ear is a slightly raggedy version, 
but with a thin and tough stalk. The name is from the softness of the leaves, as silky 
smooth as Tiddle’s ears. Hawksbeard and Hawkweed are also copycats for dandelions, 
their bloom just a little less luxuriant, a little more sparse.  Needless to say, they’re all 
part of the same genus, which includes sunflowers.  
Enjoy the last few mornings of the dawn chorus for in June it disappears.  It begins in 
spring when birds need to establish and defend a territory, and to attract a mate.  Once 
the baby birds have flown, the adults don’t need this vocal defence system any more.   
However, a quick walk into the woods or fields and there is still so much birdsong to 
hear.  There are fantastic apps available to download that helps you discover what bird is 
trilling and tweetling in your ears. Just record what you hear on your phone, and the app 
will give you a few options for guidance.  One app is called Warblr, another is Song 
Sleuth.  And…if you’re lucky, you can play it to the bird, and it may, just may, call back.  
(sing back, I mean, I don’t mean it’ll call you on your phone, doh!)                                 ed. 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP   

FIREWOOD  

KINDLING & COAL 
 

Steve Thompson 

Lower Kilcott Farm 

01454 232941 

07974 194012 

Kindling, coal, kiln 

dried & seasoned logs 

delivered 
Registered member of the 

Institute of Chimney Sweepers 

 

 

R & B  
have now moved  

round the corner – take the 

turning on the right  

just after the Holford Arms  

which leads to Sherston.   

The garage entrance is on the 

right after 50 metres.   

All four wheelers welcome!  

 

01454 238700 
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Monday-Friday 8am-5.30pm, Saturday 8am-12pm 
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         POWERED SPACES 
                      Reliable & local  
          ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
     In and Outdoor power & lighting    
         Electric Vehicle Car Charging 
         Networking, Wi-Fi problems, 
                        installation 
            Fully insured & registered    
                 References available 
            Free, no obligation quote 
    mark.hanson@poweredspaces.com 

              01453 860084    
              07775 505375 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/cartoon-glowing-yellow-light-bulb-vector-18016094&psig=AOvVaw1xqSdfcM-0SBqGgAIh9K9q&ust=1583001989109000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPjY3rXz9OcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
mailto:Mark.hanson@poweredspaces.com
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The Kings Arms, The Street, Didmarton, 

Badminton, Gloucestershire  GL9 1DT 

www.kingsarmsdidmarton.co.uk    01454 238245 


