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DIDMARTON RUBBISH & RECYCLING 

COLLECTIONS DATES FOR MAY  
Thursdays 6th & 20th Food waste bin 

Thursdays 13th & 27th All rubbish & recycling 

************************************************************************************* 

TWO BANK HOLIDAYS 
Monday 3rd is the May Day one – get your maypole 
out and give the Morris Men a prod – and the 31st 
is the Spring bank holiday Monday.  This one is 
when the glorious, bonkers, Coopers Hill cheese 
rolling race takes place, near Gloucester, because 
there is nothing more profound than chasing a 
roly-poly lump down a hill that is almost VERTICAL.  Begs the question, ‘why’?  
But then again, why not? Answers on a used plaster cast to the editor. 
************************************************************************************* 

CONGRATULATIONS… 
Better late than never, but a very belated 
congratulations to Nick and Sue, on the safe arrival of 
Emma in November, a sister for Josh, and also to Jon 
and Kim who had a Christmas daughter, Ava, at the end of December.    

…WELL DONE… 
The winner of the Eight Bells Gallery Easter Egg 
Competition was Albert Eldridge, aged 6, who will get 
his picture framed by the gallery. Mark Wallington, of 
the Eight Bells, received 10 entries, all who received an 
Easter egg for their fantastic, Eastery efforts.  Albert’s 
lovely picture is well worth a look in colour - see it on 
the Didmarton Village Hall website, just click on the 
Dyddi link. 

…& THANK YOU! 
To those who donated so generously to the Book and Jigsaw sale in Chapel Walk 
over the Easter weekend.  £40 was raised for much needed village funds.  There 
may, may, be a bigger, all-village sale later in the year, so don’t give read books 
and completed jigsaws to the charity shop quite yet.  Watch this space.   



3 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
Phoenix, Tetbury surgery – 01666 502303 
Police – to report incidents - 101 
Tolsey Surgery, Sherston – 01666 840270 
Tetbury Hospital – 01666 502336 
Oldbury Garage – 01454 537016 
Leighterton School – 01666 890273 
Village hall bookings -    01454 238450 
Dyddi Digest editor – 01454 238576  
DVHCC Chairman, Ed Hardy – 01454 238006 
Parish council, John Hammond – 01454 238373 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU  

1st – Isabelle Goodwill 
2nd – Bonnie Tubbs 

11th – Daisy Nightingale 
12th – George Hathaway 
15th – William Hathaway 

15th – Rocco Bond 
19th – Guy Mitchell 

30th – Philippa Avery 

BABYSITTING CONTACTS  
Bailey Jones  - 01454 232985 
Lewis Rogers  - 01454 238113 
Flora Scutt  - 01454 219258 
Joe Turner  - 01454 238235 
 

It’s David Attenborough’s 95th birthday on the 

8th of this month. Not just a writer, producer, interviewer, narrator, he has been a 

controller & senior manager at the BBC, spent time in the Navy, & brilliantly brought 

the natural world &  environment to our wide eyes & amazement.  He’s also patron of 

the UK Blood Pressure Association, & appeared in the Last Night of the Proms in 2009 

as a floor polisher. Indubitably a National Treasure. 

Quick David Attenborough quiz, answers on p.4 – he has 32 WHAT in a drawer?  He 

believed to be one of the most WHAT people in the world?  And WHAT did his first BBC 

boss say were too big?  
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SANDY SMITH 
It is with heartfelt sadness that the death is announced of 
Sandy Smith, wife of Malcolm, mother of Michelle and 
grandmother of Grace.  Sandy lived all her life in the village, 
along with her mother and sisters.  She is sorely missed. 
************************************************************************************* 

JOYCE'S POOL UPDATE  
After a small spring clean around Joyce's 
pool, people are now regularly enjoying 
spending time there. The pool itself is 
looking messy, and Mike Carver has 
recently dug up some plants for his own 
research and found the roots hard to get 

out. The task of clearing the pool has now been reviewed and I'm looking to 
obtain funding to clean the pool with machinery but I'm also still keen to involve 
the community to bring the pool up to standard. Along with others this challenge 
continues.                                                                                              Cllr. Sean White 

A very big thank you to Sean & all his hard working team. The seats & footbridge 

handrails have been given a smarten, the white village sign gates are shiny bright (& 

white) again, undergrowth is cleared, grass is neatly mown, and all in all it is a very 

pretty place.  Pop along for a look.  The moorhens maybe back, too.                        ed.  
************************************************************************************* 

DIDMARTON SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
During March we conducted six days of action within the 
village, some days with two sessions.  In total 78 vehicles were 
caught doing 36mph or more, the fastest caught at 46mph. This 
is slightly down on previous sessions. All have been passed on 
to Gloucestershire Constabulary, for warning letters to be sent out.  
Thank you to all the volunteers involved in our Speedwatch group. You do make 
a difference.                                                                                                     Sean White 
************************************************************************************* 

St LAWRENCE’S CHURCH – THANK YOU 
The PCC of St. Lawrence’s would like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who responded to our request for help earlier this year.  Your donations have 
helped see us through to this point and, now that services are resuming, the 
pressure should ease.  WE are enormously grateful for the generous response 
from the village. 
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LATEST NEWS 

Our wonderful HCA/Ophthalmic Technician, 
Jadie, ran the Shepperdine marathon on 25th 
April in aid of Tetbury Hospital. She is hoping to raise £600 to fund new medical 
equipment for our procedure room. You can still donate and support her 
fundraising, by going to her JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jadiecotterell?utm_term=N7XnWG6
q or using the donate button on our websitewww.friendsoftetburyhospital.co.uk 

The photo shows Jadie dressed in full PPE when working, 
which during these times has been very challenging for clinical 
staff everywhere. 
Tetbury Hospital is an independent charity delivering NHS and 
private patient care across Gloucestershire and Wiltshire 
www.tetburyhospital.co.uk, and as an independent charity we 
cannot apply for funds from the NHS Charities Together Fund 
and so we have to rely on our own fundraising to purchase 
new and vital medical equipment. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The April 100 Club draw has taken place and the winners were:  
1st - £20 Kay West     2nd - £15 Paul James      

3rd - £10 Carolyn Nicolle     4th - £10 Nicky Neilson      
This was the last draw of our 2020/21 year.  A big thank you goes to everyone 
who has supported the 100 Club over the last 12 months enabling us to raise 
£825 for village funds. 
We welcome new members who have already joined us for 2021/22 and thank 
those of you who have renewed your subscription for another year. Our 
hardworking collectors have been out and about during April collecting any 
outstanding subscriptions. If they have missed you there’s still time to join and 
be included in the May draw. All details are in March and April’s Dyddi Digest or 
ring either 238222 or 238373 for more information.     Sue Cook & Sue Hammond 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jadiecotterell?utm_term=N7XnWG6
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jadiecotterell?utm_term=N7XnWG6
http://www.friendsoftetburyhospital.co.uk/
http://www.tetburyhospital.co.uk/
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NEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF DIDMARTON’S 

VILLAGE HALL & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
 
As I write this the DVHCC is about to hold – hopefully - its last meeting on Zoom. 
Fingers crossed next time we will be back in the village hall for the AGM and it is 
really hoped that in addition to the existing committee we will see some new 
faces at this meeting as Didmarton needs input from them, sorry, I mean YOU!  
 
Of immediate concern is the replacement of Stu Tettmar as treasurer. Stu has 
done a sterling job for the committee with Covid affecting much of his time in 
this position. He has also taken on the responsibility of maintenance guy for the 
hall, a role that suddenly became more onerous when for the first time in its 
history the hall was forced to temporarily close.  

In spite of pleas through a number of methods 
of communication we still do not yet have a 
volunteer to take over the role of treasurer, 
though I can confirm that the maintenance 
role is covered. Please, please step forward 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/ or Ms volunteer. The village needs a new treasurer desperately. 
 
As indicated above the committee will shortly be thinking about the AGM , which 
will reflect back on  a whole  year restricted by Covid. I am really pleased to 
report that with government funding and a number of Covid compliant activities 
we have managed to maintain a strong financial position so that when we come 
out of Covid we will be able to think about some needed maintenance and - dare 
I even say? - improvement for the hall. We will also shortly be able to think 
about some kind of village event/s for the summer but we still need to be 
cautious before we get the all clear. 
I can report that we are now taking bookings for Covid compliant activities and it 
is encouraging that we have some new hirers and potential income from 
advertising on our website. The Dyddi, What’s app and Facebook page continue 
to keep many villagers abreast of what is going on. 

However if you do take one thing away from this message WE NEED A NEW 
TREASURER!! Please speak to any committee member if interested. It will be a 
hugely rewarding role as we come out of Covid. The future is bright for us all and 
you will help us get there.                                                                              Ed Hardy 
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DIDMARTON CRICKET CLUB  
At the time of writing I’m finally delighted to 
say nets sessions have been completed, and 
we will have played our first game of the 
season.  Membership continues to thrive 
with 18 players signed up so far and the 
hope of more to come once we start playing 
and a degree of normality hopefully ensues.   
Plans for fundraisers are also in place to be rolled out as and when the situation 
allows, principally to cover the inevitable costs of insurance, work on the wicket, 
and important pieces of equipment such as cricket balls.  Ali is currently 
investigating caps and shirts for DCC players and supporters to purchase, so all 
the off-field administration is in hand – we just need some games to start 
now. Next month, there should be some actual cricket to write about – how 
exciting! Our fixture list for the season lines up as follows…and United We 
Conquer!                                                                                                  Rich Williams  

MAY     16th - Hillesley (H)     23rd May - Compton Dando (A) 
JUNE     6th - Priston (A)     20th – Broughton Gifford (A)     27th - Corsley (H) 

JULY     4th - Kingswood Village (A)     11th - Compton Dando (H) 
18th - Broughton Gifford (H)     25th - South Stoke (A) 

AUGUST     1st - Corsley (A)     8th - Siddington (A)     29th - Grittleton (H) 
SEPTEMBER     12th - South Stoke (H)     19th - Hillesley (A) 

******************************************************************************** 

            EPREL NZUZU UPDATE 
Many of you, I am sure, may have tried 
booking a session in the Bareskin Health 
Huts, the Nigerian influenced log shelters 
Eprel Nzuzu in the woods nearby, as detailed 
in last month’s Dyddi.  Since that report, I am 
thrilled to be able to add that during the 

bluebell season now upon us, your experience can be heightened by the 
blossoming of these flowers:  Blob Okooko (the Nigerian Igbo tongue for bluebell 
flowering). 
Inhalation of Blob, especially if partaken unclothed for maximum pore exposure, 
permits the body to expel and exchange power (ike) that is ojoo (bad) for power 
that is mma (nice).  Gosh!  So come along and swap your ojoo using blob and feel 
so much more mma!  email iamstillan@eprelnzuzu.com 

mailto:iamstillan@eprelnzuzu.com
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VICAR’S LETTER 

May 2021 

My Dear Friends,  
Having last month bewailed our inability to come to church, it is great to be 
publishing a rota of ‘real’ services for May!  
We will keep the virtual videos going for a while, as we think there may be 
people who might watch them who are unable to get to church.  But time will 
tell whether there is a demand for them.  Either way, we are all incredibly 
grateful to Ben Humphries the organist in five of our seven parishes.  He has 
turned his talent to videography for keeping our worship going on line, and in 
such an imaginative and beautiful way. 
If you have not seen his work, then have a look at our website where there is the 
link to our videos.  
 
As for our actual services, small is beautiful. As we have to keep two metres 
apart from people in other bubbles, many of our churches can only take around 
15 ‘bubbles’ of people. Only if we reach our Covid maximum will we have to turn 
people  away. That would be a new experience for the rural church! 
 
Our Reader Chris Andrew has also moved on to other pastures and we wish him 
well and thank him for his ministry in these parishes. 
I am very grateful to your churchwardens for helping me during this very difficult 
period, to work out how we should go about ministry in a pandemic. Without 
their support and advice, we would have all been completely at sea. 
 
It is a very sad that we have lost a national figure in Prince Philip, someone who 
would always be able to find something to laugh about in even the most adverse 
of situations, who disdained falsity and was a tower of strength to Her Majesty. 
There is much to give thanks for in his life, and we all share a sense of gratitude 
for his diligence and strength over so many years. We keep the royal family very 
much in our prayers at this time. 
With my best wishes for a happy springtime, 
Richard Thomson 
 
Richard (Rev Richard Thomson) Contact details: Priest in charge, Withymoor 
Vicarage, Old Down Road, Badminton GL9 1EU 01454 219236 mobile: 077177 
91858   www.badmintonchurch.org.uk       email: revrichardthomson@gmail.com 

http://www.badmintonchurch.org.uk/
mailto:revrichardthomson@gmail.com
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND BADMINTON BENEFICE 

Sunday services – conducted by Rev. Thomson unless otherwise stated 

 

2nd May   Lasborough 9.30am Matins, Lay led Acts 8.26-end 

4th Sunday  Hawkesbury 9.30am CWHC  John 15.1-8 

after Easter  Didmarton 11.15am Matins 

   Acton Turville 6pm Evensong 

9th May   Lasborough 9.30am BCPHC, P. Cheeseman 

5th Sunday  Leighterton 9.30am BCPHC  Acts 10.44-end 

after Easter  Little Badminton 11.15am Matins John 15.9-17 

   Hawkesbury 6pm Evensong 

16th May  Didmarton 8.30am BCPHC  Acts 1.15-17, 

Sunday after  Hawkesbury 9.30am Morning Prayer 21-end 

Ascension Day  Acton Turville 6pm Evensong  John 17.6-19 

23rd May  Lasborough 9.30am BCPHC  Acts 2.1-21 

Pentecost  Little Badminton 11.15am Matins HC John 15.26-27, 

   Hawkesbury 6pm Festal Eucharist BCP 16.4b-15 

30th May  Leighterton 9.30am HC   Isaiah 6.1-8 

Trinity    Little Badminton 11.15am Matins John 3.1-17 

Wednesday Services zoom at 9.30am – ask vicar to join 

 
It’s good to have churches services back on the weekly agenda, 

although Easter was sadly devoid of any. John Earley was very 

pleased to be able to visit St. Arild’s on Easter Sunday, which was 

open – indeed, is open every day.  This very special church (one on 

the register of the Church Conservation Trust), is worth a visit any time. 

 

ECCLESIASTICUS 43 –READ AT THE FUNERAL OF HRH PRINCE PHILIP 

This, at the exquisite and moving service, got me digging into the Old Testament, 
looking for it in Ecclesiastes.  Hmm, said OT book only goes to 12 chapters, so 
what did the Duke know?  Fortunately, Matthew Butler, Acton Turville 
bibliophile is able to inform: The Book of Ecclesiasticus is one of the Apocrypha, 
believed to have been written at the beginning the Second Century BC. The 
other name for the book is The wisdom of Jesus, The Son of Sirach.  
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YOUR MIND & BODY MATTERS 

Feeling the very best you can  

At the time of writing we have just had a glorious 
Easter with the good weather helping us to meet up 
with a small amount of families and friends.  This was 

followed by freezing temperatures and flurries of snow but then being able to 
look forward to cafes, pubs and restaurants gardens opening and the weather 
being more kind to us.  
The quote I think most appropriate is ‘The waves may keep on coming and we 
need to learn how to surf them’. In our ever changing world and lives, we all 
have a choice on how we view things and behave, and it really serves us well to 
remember this.   
If you choose to be fed up, angry, irritable, maybe that’s fine but it’s a choice.  
Try to remember you DO have a choice, and then perhaps strive for the 
opposite. Just smiling even if you don’t feel like it will start to change your mood, 
as will walking, running or dancing in the kitchen.  Or do something nice for 
someone else just because you can.  
Another quote that seems appropriate is ‘Sing like no-one is listening, dance like 
no-one is watching, and live everyday like it’s your last’.  Says it all really, doesn’t 
it?                                           Ruth Carnaby, Mind & Body Matters 01454 238957 
************************************************************************************* 

THE WALKING GROUP  

OF DIDMARTON 
Dear fellow walkers, human and canine, 
YEAY!!!! We are restarting our group walks so 
save the date! Saturday 15th of this month, 10am, 
as usual at the King’s Arms car park with perhaps a 
coffee afterwards for the grownups and a doggy biscuit or two from the lovely 
Paula for we pooches. We may go bluebell watching - so that’s yellow muzzles 
for the doggies (and what about the owners, Margaret?, we know you’re a 
gambolling, gallivanting bunch.   Got to earn your biscuits, too, I suppose. ed.)    
In the meantime Mama and I have been very busy again looking for stone stiles 
for the Gloucestershire CPRE project. We bagged another 13 this month 
between Highgrove and Tetbury, near Cutwell and Longfurlong Lane.  
So much looking forwards to walking with my pals again,  
Woof woof,   
Mad Martha (& Lady Daisy, now ret’d) 
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GARDEN TIPS FOR MAY  

Now we are all trying to practise gardening without the use of 
pesticides and chemicals it is even more important to keep on 
top of those weeds at this time of the year before they can 
get established. If you can learn to live with some of them, 
many can be beneficial to some insects and we can all learn 
to co-habit if no one plant is allowed to take over.  
Rosette forming weeds are light in root and therefore can be 
pulled up very easily. Chickweed is a common ground hugger and more of an 
annoyance than a real problem. It likes cold wet spots and hoeing is partially 
effective but cover with a thick layer of compost to kill it all. Groundsel is prolific 
in well cultivated ground, i.e. your garden, but can be kept in check easily by 
good soil cultivation. Perennial weeds can be got rid of long term by continually 
removing their leaves which starves the plant from the roots and weakens it. 
Annual weeds have to be hand weeded and hoed before they have a chance to 
set and spread. Plant ground cover where you can so that weeds will be 
smothered by a thick carpet of flowers you actually want to see.  
Invest in a good hoe! Keep it sharp and try and only hoe on dry days and don’t 
disturb the soil if no weeds are visible as you will bring weed seeds to the 
surface. For large borders use weed-suppressant membranes covered with bark 
or gravel, slit them with crosses and put your plants in the gaps. A good mulch 
works well too. The best method overall though is good old manual labour, little 
and often, best done in wet soil after the rain, and try and get hold of as many 
roots as possible.                                                                                                Jean Glew 
*********************************************************************************** 

THE DAILY BANANA    
If you’re wondering whether the banana skin 
(sometimes with banana-part)  is still being dropped, 
most mornings, on Hollybush lane, just after the 
vehicle entrance to the village hall, with joy, yes it is!   

********************************************************************************* 

the DYDDI digest, founded in October 1975 is published each month 

on behalf of Didmarton Village Hall and Community Committee. 
The editor reserves the right to refuse/edit any editorial or advertising content. 

Contact Carole, the editor on 01454 238576, email dyddi@btinternet.com or 
Deliver any editorial/copy to 7 Chapel Walk, Didmarton. 

Please note, copy/advertising deadline is the 15th of the preceding month. 

mailto:dyddi@btinternet.com
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THE DYDDI PODCAST – People of Didmarton 
This month – Pam Smith 

 

PLACE OF BIRTH & EARLY YEARS April 1940, Manchester.  These were war times. 
EARLIEST MEMORY Having to sit in the cellar during an air raid. 
CHILDHOOD MEMORIES Helping my gran make bread. 
EDUCATION, BEST TEACHER & WHAT WAS SCHOOL LIKE?  Secondary school, 
and I don’t think I had a favourite teacher.  School was awful! 
WHICH MUSIC MARKED YOUR YOUTH?  Classical, and some pop. 
A SOCIAL OCCASION FROM THEN  My cousin’s wedding when the waitress came 
round with the drink for the toast.  My very young little brother said “no thank 
you I’m not hungry”! 
FIRST JOB OR ACTIVITY  Secretarial in Manchester. 
PERSONAL EVENTS FROM YOUR TWENTIES Aged 17, I moved to Gloucester to 
work with horses. 
WHAT WAS THE WORLD LIKE THEN? In the 1970s and 80s I worked for the 
equine vet.  He lived at Kingsmead.  The road was very quiet and we used to trot 
the horses up The Street to test them for soundness until they opened the 
Severn Bridge and the M4 motorway, and we wondered what had hit us. 
WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO DIDMARTON?  A friend went to look at a house and 
decided it wasn’t big enough so my husband Ivan and I went to look at it and 
bought it for £150! 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF DIDMARTON  Very quiet village. 
WHAT HAS CHANGED IN THE VILLAGE?  The traffic!  
DIDMARTON IN ONE SENTENCE  
Friendly. 
MEMORABLE PERSON  My cousin 
who flew Lancaster bombers in the 
war and survived. 
FAVOURITE PLACE IN BRITAIN  
Northumberland. 
FAVOURITE PLACE TO TRAVEL TO 
Scotland and Northumberland. 
ADVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  Good manners, sadly lacking in some these days. 
OF WHAT ARE YOU MOST PROUD?  Owning our own house. 
LAND, OR SEA, AND WHY? Land, even though my brother was in the Navy. 
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LEIGHTERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

At Leighterton Primary School, we encourage everybody to 
be fit and healthy and are very proud of our ‘Healthy 
School’ status. 
The whole school takes part in the Daily Mile.  Before the 
lockdown, we did this together as a whole school and now 
we run with the children in our bubbles. 
Lots of our learning takes place outside and each week all of our children learn 
new skills at Forest School sessions.  We are very lucky to have an outdoor 
classroom so that we can be outside in all kinds of weather. 
We have also bought skipping ropes for every child and we are a ‘Skipping 
School’ too.  The children have been further developing their skipping skills and 
have fun learning these whilst also keeping fit.  They skip forwards, backwards 
and with their arms crossed.   
Once they are confident skipping by themselves, some choose to skip with a 
friend so that two children are skipping with one rope.  Other children enjoy 
skipping with a long rope where there is a child turning the rope at each end and 
the other children skip in the middle.  It has been wonderful to hear some of the 
old skipping rhymes being used to skip along to. 
The children skip several times every week, as part of our PE curriculum and 
many of them also get the skipping ropes out at playtimes and lunchtimes to 
continue having fun. 
If you would like to find out more or come and look around Leighterton Primary 
School, you are very welcome to contact Mrs Davey in the school office on 
(01666) 890273 and we would be delighted to show you round at a convenient 
time.  Further information about school is also available on our website - 
www.leighterton.com                                                                               Meryl Hatfield 

 

 

 

Children enjoy 

skipping by 

themselves…..and 

with their friends 

 

 
 

http://www.leighterton.com/
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DIDMARTON’S INCREDIBLE 

EQUESTRIAN HISTORY– part one 

Didmarton has a very long, illustrious equestrian 
history with residents who have won Olympic 
gold medals, a World Equestrian Games medal 
and a Cheltenham Gold Cup winning trainer – 
not to mention individual horses which live long 
in the memory.  This month, the Bullen family. 

 
Colonel Jack and Mrs Anne Bullen, who lived in The Manor House were a truly 
equestrian family.  They had 6 children, Anthony, Charlie, Sarah, Michael, Jenny 
and Jane, the three latter who represented GB as Olympians. 
The Bullens ran Catherston Stud, originally based near Charmouth which in 1959 
was moved to the Manor House. Anne had an amazing eye for a horse and 
would buy wild ponies cheaply which she then trained on for her children. In the 
‘50s she sold three ponies to an American, Miss Stubbings who took them back 
to the USA, where they looked very odd compared to the different gaited 
(striding) horses.  However, her actions started a great trade of riding ponies to 
the US and it’s all thanks to those three UK natives. 
 
Anne was a prolific artist and illustrator whose equine drawing and painting was 
favourably compared to George Stubbs and some old Italian bloke by the name 
of Da Vinci. Quite how she made the time to run a successful stud and be a much 
lauded artist and mother to six must remain one of life’s mysteries. What I do 
know from personal experience is that this lady was hugely charming with a 
ready sweet smile and kind voice, traits shared with daughter Jane.   
Didmarton primary children would sing Christmas carols outside the imposing 
front door of the Manor which would be opened by Colonel Bullen and the kids 
ushered into the hall for fizzy drinks and mince pies as a reward for their efforts. 
The ever charming Mrs Bullen would distribute said bounty with kind words and 
a beatific smile. Tragically Mrs Bullen died of cancer in December 1963 and was 
buried in St Lawrence’s next door, and was, I believe, the last to be buried there.  
Colonel Jack died in 1966. 
Their heritage lives on through their be-medalled, much admired children.  Jane 
ran the stud for a while until it was taken on by Jenny and her husband Anthony 
Loriston-Clarke. Catherston Stud lives on in Over Wallop, Hampshire.    cont. p. 23 
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SUDOKU by Neil Fozard 

Each row, column and 3x3 box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASY                         …AND NOT SO EASY! 

 
Answers to 

April’s quizzes 

 
 

 
 

 

******************************************************************** 

WURZIT TO?  
I reckon we’ve got a reasonable head-scratcher of a 
Wurzit this month.  Frustratingly (haha!), it’s not 
particularly any easier in colour (see the online Dyddi 
on the village hall website), though it may help. Suffice 
to say, many many of you will have passed it by, it IS in 
the village, but as we love to say, Wurzit To? 
The sticky uppy long thing Wurzit in April’s Dyd was 
the sticky uppy long thing bit of wood by Oak House in 
the Street (opposite the King’s Arms), whose purpose 
in life has yet to be discovered. 
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1 4
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
Ah, shrimp!  Tartar sauce! Barnacles! I’m ready! 

 The words of SpongeBob Squarepants, an energetic & optimistic sea sponge, who has 

been replicated here brilliantly by May’s birthday boy Rocco.  Thank you Rocco, have 

a lovely (possibly SpongeBob themed?) birthday, & best wishes to  

everyone celebrating this month.  As SpongeBob might well say, 

“FISH PASTE!” 
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MAYDAY COLOURING IN 
Oooh, it’s Tom, Dick, Harry & Chardonnay having a gay time trying to catch 

butterflies with cutprice loo roll.  Harry, who is in the early stages of frock-wearing, is 

in charge, but has not considered the capricious nature of the fluttery insects up 

against the lack of tensile strength in the cheapskate lavatory tissue, & any hope of 

restraint & ensnarement is futile.  Should have used Cushelle, Harry, better still, Izal. 
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LAST & FIRST QUIZ 

Use the last letter of each clue answer as the first letter of the next, e.g.  Dollop – pouch - 

hooligan   This month – creatures: animals, birds, fish, etc 

Nelly, Jumbo or Dumbo (8) 
Poetically, was burning bright (5) 
Residents of the Tower (5) 
Singer in Berkeley Square (11) 
A bald or golden one (5) 
Slippery thing (3) 
He can’t change his spots (7) 
Dog doing changes? (5) 
River mammal found in pottery (5) 
I source horn confused large mammal (11) 
Edith Piaf little nickname (7) 
Small marsupial with cubed poo! (6) 
Christmas necessary (6) 
Kay returns beast (3) 
Wild eco lot wild cat! (6) 
Frog with dry warty skin is one of these (4) 
Says bark (3) 
Guy was one (7) 
Almost first in the dictionary? (8) 
William, Edward, George, Henry, perhaps, as an angler? (10) 
Peter? (6) 
Bird bacterial infection (6) 
Animal sounds croaky (5) 
Deer in a whelk? (3) 
Not a true bear eats eucalyptus (5) 
Like a llama (6) 
Upset lilo drama (9) 
Eight limbed cephalopod (7) 
Ovine… (5) 
…and porcine (3) 
Insect jumper on the lawn (11) 
Apparently, you’re never more than a few feet away from one! (3) 
Tortoise in the sea? (6) 
What Rod Hull had his arm up? 
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CAROLE COOKS AGAIN  
Wot a deal!  Someone in the fish department of 
the supermarket had labelled a side of salmon as 
‘sardines’, and priced it at £3.  Don’t you just 
love a silly billy?   
Rather than the usual poaching or baking it, delicious as it is, I thought we’d ring 
the changes and make the dry cured Scandinavian recipe for salmon, gravadlax.  
It’s very simple, rather special, you just need to prepare it 2 or 3 days before 
needed.  The name means ‘buried’ (as in grave), lax or laks being Nordic for 
salmon.Have a long, deep sided non metallic dish ready in which to ‘bury’ your 
fish. If you are concerned about raw fish nasties, freeze the salmon for 24 hours 
first, to kill them off. 
GRAVADLAX  A piece of skin-on salmon fillet, and also a tablespoon of crushed 
black pepper, 70g caster sugar, 50g salt and a big handful of fresh dill (one of 
those plastic packs should suffice, about 30g).  With a very sharp knife, cut the 
fish vertically down the line between the two fillets, head to tail, so you have 
two similar shaped pieces.   
Put one skin side down into the dish. Mix together the salt, pepper, sugar, salt 
and roughly chopped dill.  Smother half of this over the salmon, plonk the other 
piece of fish on top, skin side up, and sprinkle over the rest of the mix. Cover 
with a double layer of cling film, securing it tightly around the edges, then place 
a chopping board or baking tray on the top.  Weight this down with whatever 
you can find, the heavier the better.  I used some old weights from a set of 
balance scales.  Stick it in the fridge.  About 12 hours later, turn it in the cure, 
which will now be liquid.  Repeat turning for the next two days, then pour off 
and discard the liquid.  Slice thin as and when you need.  Tradition has it served 
with a mustard sauce:  make a vinaigrette using sunflower oil, soft brown sugar, 
cider or white wine vinegar and Dijon mustard.  Snip in lots of fresh dill.   
 

Broadcaster doc Dr. Michael Mosley has a radio programme out 
at the moment, Just One Thing, featuring a something to do for 
better health and wellbeing.  A recent episode mentioned the 
benefits of fermented food.  There is now, ominously, luminously, 
green and a-brewing, a large jar of salted cabbage, sauerkraut, 

Doing Things for the next few weeks, in the currently vacant daughter’s 
bedroom.  Please let it be ready before the university term ends, and also, please 
let it not explode.     Report (with any mopping up) next month.                           ed. 
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MOON GARDENS, MOVIES & A 

RECYCLED BIRDFEEDER 
As the days get longer and warmer, we can spend 

more time in our gardens rather than peering at them through a window. Maybe 
you are wondering what to plant, or simply want to do something a little 
different. If so, why not create a beautiful moon garden with flowers that 
blossom nocturnally and glow white in the evening light? Sitting amidst your 
moon garden is a lovely way to spend warm summer evenings.  
Children may be in bed by then and not get to fully experience the moonlit effect 
or see the nocturnal flowers in bloom.  However, they can certainly help create 
and plant the garden as well as enjoy the sight, feel, smell of it during the day! 
It’s good to keep in mind the seasonal nature of your white blooms and choose 
carefully to ensure your garden glows throughout the year. Early bloomers for 
next year: snowdrops, magnolias, white tulips and daffodils.  
For summer, cute Shasta daisies, frothy Queen Anne’s lace, the alpine Snow. 
Later in the year, white Night phlox, Obedient and autumn Clematis. 
Night bloomers Jasmine and evening primrose have the good grace 
to look their best when you’re around to enjoy them. Angel’s 
Trumpet is a perennial whose delicate hanging white flowers only 
open for a week at a time with the full moon and releases an 
amazing scent. Warning - these are poisonous.  
Plants with fragrant nocturnal blooms As soon as dusk falls this array of flowers 
scent the air. Their delightful perfume isn’t just for us, but to attract the hard 
working night pollinating creatures. Jasmine, white wisteria, night-scented stock 
and honeysuckle. Night-blooming ylang-ylang tree produces an extract used in 
Chanel No. 5 perfume.  Also try peonies, bearded iris, Korean spice viburnum, 
roses, common lilac. You won’t be disappointed!   Plants with bright foliage 
Variegated, silver foliaged plants make great additions requiring a little less 
maintenance. Those that shimmer come nightfall include the aptly-named 
moonshadow wintercreeper, dusty millers, lamb’s ear, variegated gold hostas, 
variegated dogwood bushes and silver mound artemisia. Flowers that glow 
white in moonlight Yarrow, Queen Anne's lace, candytuft, shasta daisies, 
foxgloves, climbing hydrangeas, doublefile viburnum, dwarf deutzia, pearlbush.    
A homemade bird feeder is a simple DIY project. Get a plastic bottle from the 
recycling bin, find some sturdy twigs for the birds to sit on. Cut small holes in the 
bottle and insert the twigs. Parents will need to help children with this. Fill the 
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bottle with bird seed, twist the cap back on, and hang the from a tree or porch 
with string or fishing line. For more info, see bird-feeder-plans.org    Please send 
photos if you give it a go! 
Films: Seaspiracy (15A) is a new British documentary about the environmental 
impact of fishing. Quite an eyeopener! My Octopus Teacher (U) is a touching, 
beautifully shot film which documents a year spent by filmmaker Craig Foster 
forging a relationship with a wild octopus in a South African kelp forest. Lovely to 
watch with all the family!                                                                  Stina Richardson 
******************************************************************************************* 

DIDMARTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
                                         PREPARATION 
With the easing of lockdown restrictions, we hear much of the 
preparations which business have been making to make their 
premises ready to welcome visitors.This month we remember 
that our Lord Jesus Christ, having revealed himself alive from 

the dead to many people on numerous occasions, let his disciples to a mountain 
top from which he visibly ascended in their sight back to heaven. 
It may well be asked, why did he go and not stay with us?  Having accomplished 
the work he came to do he could now depart, as Jesus had previously foretold 
saying “I go to prepare a place for you, and will come again to receive you unto 
myself”.  These words spoke to his disciples then, are true for his faithful 
servants today, for he has gone to prepare an eternal dwelling place with him in 
the presence of his father God and the angelic host of heaven. 
What a wonderful future he has prepared for those who have been prepared by 
faith in Christ to inherit eternal life.   Sadly, not all are prepared – Jesus said 
“Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” This new birth 
is a spiritual birth which prepares us for the spiritual kingdom he has established.  
It will not be by our good works and noble causes that we will inherit the 
kingdom, but by faith that Jesus is God, and in his work of salvation by the cross, 
and his resurrection for us personally.  The apostle Paul confirms this saying “if 
you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus Christ (that he is God) and believe in 
your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
It is in this life only we have the opportunity to prepare for the future which 
Jesus has prepared for those whose hearts truly believe on him and are born of 
his spirit. 
May you come to know in your soul the blessing of that which our ascended Lord 
has prepared for those who love him.                                                      Royston Pick 
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THE REALITIES OF RUSTIC RULINGS  

put right by Reginald Rural of Rumpshire (& mother)  

It is with deep pleasure that I am positioned to examine 
and consider olde countryside lore, sayings and proverbs. 
What do they mean?  Where have they come from?  And, 
most vitally, are they infectious?   
This month’s adage to analyse: Ne’er cast a clout ‘til May 
is out. 
Reginald writes: What summertime violence is this 
diatribe invoking?  Hitting, punching, nay, clouting must wait until the ambrosial 
month of June is upon us, when we are invited to smash another with pugilistic 
energy, it seems to me – don’t hit anyone until May is over, then you can go for 
it - that’s what this nasty little verbage is.  Bah!                        R. St.J. Z Rural, esq.  

Mrs Reasonetta Rural writes: Silly boy. Disownment of my son is yet again on 
the horizon.  This cautionary caring notelet is a reminder that the weather can, 
even in the bonnie month of May, turn sharp and a-chilled.  A clout, or clowt, is 
NOT a ‘bunch of fives’, as I believe those by the name of Mick ‘Thrasher’ 
McGrottage, call a punch.  A clout is northern dialect for piece of clothing, hence 
the advice, don’t take your winter clothes off and put, or cast, them away until 
June cometh.  Even Mr. McGrottage keeps a warm ribbed woolly handy, I should 
imagine.                                                                                          R.R.R. Rural (Mrs) 
************************************************************************************* 

NATUREHOOD WATCH – stitchwort & sticky stuff 

You may call it Stichwort, or Starwort, perhaps even 
Wedding Cakes, but in May this pretty little white flower 
crops up in hedgerows and gardens everywhere.  In the 
absence of mind numbing handheld devices in the 1970s, 
many a childhood hour was spent popping the little seed 
capsules of this five petalled flower in late spring (which 

brings to mind a probably highly toxic trick we used to do with a foxglove ‘petal’, 
slamming it on our hand to make a sort of smacking noise – don’t try), trying to 
outdo each other in who could get the loudest.  
The other fun, and more energy sapping, was chasing around throwing snatches 
of the plant Sticky Stuff at each other, my brother always winning in terms of 
speed and aim.  Goose-grass or cleavers is how I know it now, though it’s got 
many names including hitchhikers, catchweed and the Velcro plant. It’s 
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everywhere in the hedgerows right now, a straggly abundance of skinny leaves 
on long stems.  Look closely, and there is the tiniest of flowers. 
It is in the same family as coffee – Rubiaceae – and likewise, you can make 

cleaverseed ‘coffee’, though it’s probably quicker to nip to 
Coventry or even Ipswich, and buy a jar of Nescaff, given the time 
consuming process.   
And it makes deodorant!  I haven’t tried, but, here, from Pamela 
Michael’s wonderful book, Edible Wild Plants & Herbs: ‘A perfectly 
effective underarm deodorant, it keeps for about a week so 
batches can be made from early spring until the end of summer:  1 
large handful cleavers, stalks and leaves, 1 litre water.  Put both in 

a saucepan, bring to the boil and simmer for 15 minutes.  Leave to get cold, 
strain and bottle.   Apply to armpits with cotton wool’.                                      ed. 
************************************************************************************* 

cont. from p. 14 - DIDMARTON’S INCREDIBLE EQUESTRIAN HISTORY 

Jenny Bullen (now Loriston-Clarke) MBE Jenny represented GB in four Olympic 
Games (’72, ’76, ’84 and ’88), and won bronze in the World games on Dutch 
Courage. Before concentrating on dressage she rode in point to points and 3-day 
events, and today, is a world renowned judge in both dressage and 3-day events. 
Jane (now Holderness-Roddam) CVO CBE Jane 
had the sunny disposition of her lovely mother. 
A 3-day event superstar and former staff nurse 
at the Middlesex Hospital, she won Badminton 
in ‘68 and ‘78, and also Burghley in ‘76. Her 
crowning glory was in Mexico, winning team 
gold. She was the first woman to compete for 
the GB 3 day event team, and was nicknamed the Galloping Nurse. A further 
accolade is that she was the first woman from any country to win an eventing 
gold. She has been lady-in-waiting for more than 30 years to The Princess Royal.  
Michael Bullen Represented GB at the ‘60 and ‘64 Olympics You’ll never guess 
which sport! He won the ‘62 European team Bronze at Burghley.       Steve Walker 
************************************************************************************ 

David Attenborough answers, p.3:  Honorary Degrees, Most travelled (excluding 
astronauts), His teeth.) Last & First quiz answers, p. 18: elephant, tiger, raven, 
nightingale, eagle, eel, leopard, dingo, otter, rhinocerous, sparrow, wombat, 
turkey, yak, kangaroo, ocelot, toad, dog, gorilla, aardvark, kingfisher, rabbit, 
thrush, horse, elk, koala, alpaca, armadillo, octopus, sheep, pig, grasshopper, rat, 
turtle, emu 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP   

FIREWOOD  

KINDLING & COAL 
 

Steve Thompson 

Lower Kilcott Farm 

01454 232941 

07974 194012 

Kindling, coal, kiln 

dried & seasoned logs 

delivered 
Registered member of the 

Institute of Chimney Sweepers 

 

 

R & B  
have now moved  

round the corner – take the 

turning on the right  

just after the Holford Arms  

which leads to Sherston.   

The garage entrance is on the 

right after 50 metres.   

All four wheelers welcome!  

 

01454 238700 
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Monday-Friday 8am-5.30pm, Saturday 8am-12pm 
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         POWERED SPACES 
                      Reliable & local  
          ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
     In and Outdoor power & lighting    
         Electric Vehicle Car Charging 
         Networking, Wi-Fi problems, 
                        installation 
            Fully insured & registered    
                 References available 
            Free, no obligation quote 
    mark.hanson@poweredspaces.com 

              01453 860084    
              07775 505375 
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The Kings Arms, The Street, Didmarton, 

Badminton, Gloucestershire  GL9 1DT 

www.kingsarmsdidmarton.co.uk    01454 238245 


