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DIDMARTON RUBBISH & RECYCLING 

COLLECTIONS DATES FOR APRIL  
Thursdays 1st, 15th  & 29th  All rubbish & recycling 

Thursdays 8th & 22nd  Food waste bin 

************************************************************************************* 

GOOD FRIDAY KITE FLYING 
I had no idea of this fun yet symbolic Easter activity until 
reading Stina’s Eco article – p. 22/23.  As Stina mentions, it is 
an annual Bermudian tradition, and although any kind of kite 
can be flown, the Bermuda kite follows a particular design 
enabling, apparently, their kites to hold world records for 
altitude and duration of flight.  What is vital to the usually 
hexagonal or octagonal shape (made from flat sticks arranged 
like wheel spokes, infilled with coloured tissue paper) is a long, 
strip of cloth tail, without which, it just wouldn’t be able to fly. Was that the 
design fault in a dodo, then?  

EASTER SATURDAY, OR?    

The day after Good Friday and before Easter Sunday; well, it’s just Easter 
Saturday, isn’t it?  Depends where you are in the world. As well as the obvious 
Easter Eve and Holy Saturday in general use, there is also Easter Even, Black 
Saturday, (though in Czechia, it’s White Saturday), Great or Grand Saturday, and 
in Mexico, Judas Saturday. Bright Saturday is the one after Easter Sunday. 
************************************************************************************* 

VILLAGE FUNDRAISING  
As long as the rules, regs and all necessaries permit, we 
are hoping to hold a book sale in Chapel Walk over the 
Easter weekend.  From Good Friday through to Easter 
Monday, there will be over 100 books (and possibly 
jigsaws) to purchase.  Prices?  Just as much as you can 

and wish to donate, with ALL proceeds going to village funds.   Hope to see you 
in Chapel Walk, cash a-jingling in your pockets.  Thank you! 
************************************************************************************* 

A bit more on the Cotswold Celebration flier 
inside this Dyddi: by quoting Flier 21 when 
ordering from CCC, you will get 10% off.  
Hoorah!  



3 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
Phoenix, Tetbury surgery – 01666 502303 
Police – to report incidents - 101 
Tolsey Surgery, Sherston – 01666 840270 
Tetbury Hospital – 01666 502336 
Oldbury Garage – 01454 537016 
Leighterton School – 01666 890273 
Village hall bookings -    01454 238450 
Dyddi Digest editor – 01454 238576  
DVHCC Chairman, Ed Hardy – 01454 238006 
Parish council, John Hammond – 01454 238373 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU  

1st - Harry Ball 
4th – Emily Jones 

6th – Edward Avery 
10th – Sam Jones 

12th – Isabelle Williams 
14th – Jacob Tuck 

17th – Jasmine Avery 
20th – Annabelle Harries-Jacobs 

BABYSITTING CONTACTS  
Bailey Jones  - 01454 232985 
Lewis Rogers  - 01454 238113 
Flora Scutt  - 01454 219258 
Joe Turner  - 01454 238235 
 

WOOF!  This month’s photo theme commemorates the founding of 

the Kennel Club on the 4th April in 1873, by Mr Shirley, & a dozen 

others, who wanted a consistent set of rules governing popular new 

activities of dog shows & trials.  The mind does boggle rather in 

trying to imagine the bustles, flounces & frills that were in fashion 

at that time taking on one of those dog agility courses with seesaws 

and tunnels, all the while dragging Enoch the peke behind the 

crinoline.  Quick quiz:  a cockapoo is a cockerpoodle cross, but what 

breeds make up a Chorkie, a Pomsky, a Labsky, a Puggle, Chug & Jug?  Answers p. 27 
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NEW ON THE WEBSITE!   

If you’ve not seen the fantastic field map 
of Didmarton created by Mike Carver, you 
can have a lovely long pore over it on the 
new Didmarton Village Hall website.  It’s 
on the ‘About’ tab.  You’ll be scratching 
your head as to why  ‘Brench’, and what’s 
‘Moonraker’ about.   

 
************************************************************************************* 

DIDMARTON SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
We've finally got going with our group again and hope to run 
speed check sessions every month from now on.  
At a session in December the group clocked a motorist coming 
into the village from Worcester Lodge at 61mph. He never 

slowed as he continued into the heart of the village.  
We now have some new signs in place and continue 
to tackle the problem to make our village a safer 
place to live in.                                                 Sean White 

The photo shows the three winners of the Speedwatch sign 

competition.  9 year old Amelia’s (left) sign is at the 

Tetbury end of the village, opposite Kingsmead.  Also 9,  

Daisy’s (centre) has pride of place near Russell Close and 

7 yo Stanley’s (right) is near Townsend Lodges.  
************************************************************************************* 

JOYCE'S POOL  
After writing to Badminton Estate and on behalf 
of the Parish Council, I have started to give 
Joyce's Pool a spring clean. This is a place for the 
whole village, young or old, to enjoy, and the 
recent lock down has demonstrated how 
popular it is.  

One of my main objectives is to clean out the pool itself once the water level has 
dropped, and I plan to hold a family community day to achieve this, so watch our 
social media pages for a date soon.  
As we move out of spring and into summer, and away from Covid restrictions, 
let's enjoy our beautiful village together.                                                    Sean White  
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LOCAL TREASURE 
Didmarton has a new small business. Eden-Rae in the Reading 
Rooms is making bespoke jewellery in her spare time, and has 
already had some orders come through on her new website. 

You can mix and match different gemstones and wire - perfect 
for a unique gift, and the rings are only £4 with free postage.  You can buy online 
at https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/EdenRaeTreasures. 

 

 
 
 
 
The March 100 Club draw took place on the playing field. Congratulations to the 
five winners. We have included an extra £25 prize for this month to celebrate 
Easter and as a special thank you to everyone for your tremendous support in 
what has been a difficult year in so many ways.  

1st - £25 Pat Ind     2nd -  £20 James Pope     3rd - £15 Jean Glew 
4th - £10 June Carver     5th - £10 Laurence Edwards 

 
Our 100 Club year ends on 30th April. A big thank you to all those of you who 
were members during 2020/2021 and we hope that we can count on your 
support again for 2021/2022.  The 100 Club is a great opportunity to help raise 
much needed funds for our village community and thanks to your support, we 
have raised £825 for the DVHCC this year. Many thanks to those of you who have 
already paid their subscription of £12 per person for the coming year.  
For those still to pay we would appreciate payment by bank transfer if possible. 

Account details: Didmarton 100 Club          HSBC Sort code 40-31-07 
Account number 41076272          Please include your name as reference 

 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque or cash please take your payment to your 
NEAREST collector: Susie Jones, Janet Bowers-Broadbent, Nic Holden, Amanda 
Hathaway, Jackie Crewe, Sue Cook or Sue Hammond, together with the form 
printed in last month’s Dyddi Digest if possible. Payments made by Tuesday 30th 
March can be included in the May draw. If you would like more information 
contact Sue Cook on 238222 or Sue Hammond on 238373.  
Thank you everyone in anticipation of your support.                                 Sue & Sue 

https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/EdenRaeTreasures
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A MUST-READ – The Little book of Big Scams 
In her introduction of this updated online publication, Gloria 
Hunniford says “you will read in this excellent booklet, the 
current types of fraud people are experiencing today (which) 
can range from the more recognisable face-to-face fraud to 
those carried out by someone anonymously online.”  The 
modern world is not always rainbows and unicorns, and the 
Met are “hoping to raise further awareness of some of the ever-evolving ways 
criminals use to scam the public out of hard earned money.”  Thanks to Colin 
Dixon and Rev. Thomson for sending the information through.   
************************************************************************************* 

DIDMARTON VILLAGE HALL &  

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
Summary of minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2021 via zoom 

Governance:  Treasurer Stu Tettmarr is stepping down at the end of March, so a 
replacement is being sought. 
Financial Report:  income down due to lack of events and bookings during 
lockdown.  Ed Hardy, chairman, has written to our MP to see if anything could be 
done re: obtaining the previous government grants for village hall support during 
lockdown.  No response at the present time.  A further grant currently available 
has been applied for – awaiting confirmation that it will be paid. 
Maintenance and Cleaning:  various repairs to the village hall, and Stu confirmed 
that he will continue with some maintenance to keep costs down.  Thanks to Stu.  
Volunteers from the village needed to help keep the playing field mown. 
Bookings and Events: Lockdown prohibited any events/bookings at the village 
hall.  However, there is some booking activity, restrictions permitting, in the 
summer.  Football for the children will restart as soon as possible. 
The 100 Club:  it has been decided to encourage participants to pay subscriptions 
by bank transfer, especially important because of Covid.  However, tracking 
payments proved difficult, and going forward, internet banking was required.  
Subscriptions will increase next year from £12 to £15.  The Dyddi would include a 
big push in promoting the 100 Club in the March edition.  By the end of March, 
£825 had been donated to the DVHCC. 
Marketing and Media:  the new website is now fully live, and all agreed, looks 
excellent.  It had cost a little more than originally budgeted, but was considered 
worth it.                                                                                                       DVHCC 2021 
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NEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF DIDMARTON’S 

VILLAGE HALL & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
It very much looks like lockdown will be easing in the coming weeks but can I 
remind all that the headline dates published by the government work in tandem 
with the small print, and any organised activity at the village hall will necessarily 
involve risk assessments and specific steps for each user before such activity 
goes ahead. 
We are very much hoping to open up use from around April for individual hirers 
who have been assessed and who will have their own Covid criteria to fulfil but 
of course, if the country makes enough progress then all restrictions may be 
lifted by middle/end of June. Your continued patience, understanding and 
adherence to your personal responsibilities are crucial in this process and are 
hugely appreciated. 
Since our last meeting of the DVHCC committee I can confirm that we have 
received some much needed government funding to help us meet our 
commitments and it is hoped that more assistance will be available. 
As our financial year comes to an end we are still looking for a new treasurer and 
also some new impetus, not least to assist the committee members as we 
hopefully move out of lockdown and for the first time in many months, dare to 
plan some village hall activity for the benefit of Didmarton. Please contact me 
238006 or any committee member if you are interested.                           Ed Hardy 

AN HOUR OF HELP, PLEASE 
Just a few volunteers are needed to help complete the playing 
field mowing rota.  A mower is provided, you just need a spare 
hour or so.  Please contact Helen Russell, 01454 238285.  And 
worry not, unlike the foppish gent (left) you don’t need to wear 
jodhpurs and push a glorified version of a pencil sharpener.   

YET AGAIN…    
Indeed, thank yous are yet again important, as despite this 
horrible mean time continuing, with winter thrown on top, 
donations to the Dyddi print costs have remained 
generous.  Any amount is such a help to the monthly bill – 
if you can, just shove a few pennies (or pounds, or a cheque payable to 
Didmarton Village Hall) through the letterbox at 7 Chapel Walk. Thank you. 
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DIDMARTON CHARITY RUNNING 

GROUP - COUCH TO 5K  

I'm Andy, I live here with Sophie, and am a British Athletics Leader in running 
fitness. Sophie and I are running the London Marathon in October for Maggie's 
in Cheltenham, which helps provide free support for people with cancer.  
Sophie's mum is currently undergoing treatment for oesophageal cancer and is 
awaiting a major operation. 
As part of fundraising for this wonderful charity, I am organising a Couch to 5k 
running group. Restrictions mean the limit is up to 5 people, plus myself.  It’s a 9 
week course, every Monday from 19th April, at the village hall, 6.30pm.  If it’s a 
Bank Holiday, the date may move but the group can decide.  A graduation 5km 
run will take place at the end. It's ok if you miss a session, however the course is 
three run/walks per week (one as a group with me and two homework runs).  
I am asking for a minimum non refundable donation of £20 per participant which 
will go directly to Sophie's JustGiving page.  
This is for all abilities, from anyone who has never run before to someone who 
has but lost there mojo.   Please contact me on barts1980@gmail.com to sign up 
or with any questions you may have. 

 

YOUR MIND & BODY MATTERS 

Feeling the very best you can   This month – calories & exercise 

Many of you may have seen me hobbling around the village 
after my partial knee replacement, and thank you for all your 
good wishes.  I wanted to write about exercise and calories, being laid up and 
nowhere near as active as I usually am.  
A lot of people talk about putting weight on because of not exercising so much. 
We must remember that weight gain is about what we are eating and calories 
and so in maintaining a healthy weight we need to be consistent in our intake of 
calories.  Make sure they are the very best which will benefit us physically and 
emotionally, though with the odd exception of a treat...an almond croissant after 
being to the physio and put through my paces.  
When we exercise we are looking after our body, making our muscles strong, our 
lungs strong and getting our heart pumping.  Whilst we burn off calories, sadly, 
unless we are running, swimming, cycling for long distances or competing - 
which requires us to do a lot more exercise - we really don’t burn off as many 
calories as we think. This is the where people can get confused.  They’ve been 
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for a run, a long walk or taken part in a fitness class and think they now deserve 
a treat.  Unfortunately, this doesn’t always equate.  An example: a mocha coffee 
containing 290 calories would require a walk for 52 minutes. Pop a muffin 
alongside and that’s another 48 minutes of walking, and so on and on this goes 
and we end up on a plateau wondering why we can’t lose weight.   
If you are trying to either lose weight or keep your weight in balance, be very 
mindful of what you eat. It can easily creep on whilst we are thinking we are 
doing enough.                            Ruth Carnaby, Mind & Body Matters 01454 238957 

 

GARDEN TIPS FOR APRIL  

Once upon a gardening season you knew where you were with 
what to plant and when.  You could tell how hard the winter 
had been by the snowdrops out in January and February, even 
through the snow, and the daffodils starting to open from 
February on. Not so now. Now the weather is so unpredictable 
that you never know if you are going to get wet warm and 
overcast days or (my preference) bright crispy and dry ones, so as we have to 
guess at it. Better to stick to the old routines and resist the temptation to start 
growing seeds too early and then lose them all with a late frost.  
It’s a different matter with fruit and other perennials where crops can be lost to 
frosts but lost just as easily due to wet  and windy weather in May when flowers 
can be damaged and washed out with all self-respecting bees staying indoors 
with their feet up. Basically, if we get an early warm spell don’t get carried away. 
By all means sow a few experimental crops on the off chance but don’t brag 
about it. Then if it works - fine. If it’s a disaster no one will know but you. 
Thought for the month, concentrate on making your garden more bug friendly. 
Two very easy ways: go pesticide free, and peat free. There are plenty of safe 
alternatives out there now. Reports show that 40% of our insects will become 
extinct within a couple of decades so gardeners really can make the difference, 
even if it’s only by planting something on a balcony that is bug friendly (think of 
it as a service station  for  insects) if you choose the right ones. Wild flowers like 
cow parsley are a magnet for flying insects, try and have some sort of plant in 
flower all year and leave that lawn just that little bit taller rather than trim to 
within an inch of its life.  Leave an area untidy and a pile of old wood is a haven 
for stag beetles and the like. Rove beetles love to eat slugs so act as excellent 
pest controllers in place of those pellets. We can all do our bit. If you want more 
info visit Buglife.org.uk/activities-for-you/wildlife-gardening.               Jean Glew 
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VICAR’S LETTER 

April 2021 

Dear Parishioners, 
I very much empathise with an editorial in a recent village magazine, when the 
editor wrote that technology is great and can help us to communicate across 
many thousands of miles seamlessly, but ‘I miss people. Real people’. I find it 
magical that we can have prayer and meditation meetings with each other from 
the comfort of our armchairs.  This Easter will be virtual; Ben Humphries and I 
will meet in some of our churches and record services that will then be available 
on Good Friday and Easter Sunday (Youtube Badminton Benefice) but it’s not the 
same as gathering together with other Christians in a real place, in real time. 
The most obvious case is that Easter is the most holy of all the days of the year 
and in 2021, we cannot celebrate Holy Communion. To celebrate this  you need 
to be with a couple of other people at least, to create a gathering of Christians 
who break bread and remember the sacrifice of Jesus and receive the life giving 
body and blood of the Saviour. That is the foremost function of the sacred 
priesthood, to gather Christians together to do just that. Anyone who is adult 
and baptised can partake, (or younger and admitted to Communion). I share 
with the desire to be WITH real people again, around the altar, or at least simply 
gathered in prayer and praise, at Matins.   
Prayer can be said anywhere, anytime, but worship is a gathered reality. And 
that I miss. Hopefully we will be back in church by Whitsun, 23rd May. Meantime, 
we are doing everything we can to keep our congregations as safe as possible.  
With my best wishes, Richard Thomson 
Please in the meantime contact me or the Treasurer, if you wish to set up a 
monthly donation, as all the churches are short of cash. 
Richard (Rev Richard Thomson) Contact details: Priest in charge, Withymoor 
Vicarage, Old Down Road, Badminton GL9 1EU 01454 219236 mobile: 077177 
91858   www.badmintonchurch.org.uk       email: revrichardthomson@gmail.com 
*********************************************************************************** 

PLANTING YOUR SPRING GARDEN – for the garden of your daily living: 

Plant 3 rows of peas:  peace of mind, peace of heart, peace of soul.  Plant 4 rows of 
lettuce: lettuce be faithful, lettuce be kind, lettuce be patient, lettuce love one another. 
No garden is complete without turnips:  turnip for meetings, turnip for service, turnip to 
help one another.  And thyme: thyme for one another, thyme for family, thyme for 
friends. Water freely with patience, cultivate with love. There is much fruit in your 
garden because you reap what you sow.          Thanks to former Didmartonian Cathy 

Talbot for forwarding this from her local magazine in Dorset. 

http://www.badmintonchurch.org.uk/
mailto:revrichardthomson@gmail.com
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND BADMINTON BENEFICE 

APRIL 2021 SUNDAY SERVICES - ALL ON YOUTUBE 

 www.youtube.com/c/badmintonbenefice 
Services conducted by Rev. Richard Thomson unless otherwise stated 

Meditation groups – contact Rev. Thomson 

4th, Easter Sunday                                                          from Hawkesbury church 

11th, Easter 2                                                              from Leighterton church 

18th, Easter 3                                                              from Didmarton church 

25th, St. Mark the Evangelist                                    from Lasborough church 
Wednesday Services & Lent group on zoom at 9.30am  -  Badminton Benefice 

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS OF ANY SERVICES 
RECOMMENCING BEFORE APRIL 

 

EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS 

AFOOT IN THE WOODS! 
Some of you dog walkers may have noticed 
wonderful, woody developments down in 
Bullpark woods (the very, very bluebelled bit 
between Hinnegar Lodges towards 
Sopworth).  These are two Bareskin Health 
Huts, based on a Nigerian model known as 
Eprel Nzuzu. 
There’s been a lot written in the last few years about the benefits of outdoor, 
coldwater swimming, with many taking up this natural activity. This ‘being chilly’ 
experience has been joined (with various reports in the papers recently) about 
taking your daily jog or run, as bareskin as possible.  There’s something good and 
health-boosting about being cold, it seems. 
The Eprel Nzuzu are deliberately kept ‘gappy’ providing a cooling, fresh 
invigoration whilst one takes time (ideally unclothed) within the wooden womb 
of the log hut. The juxtaposition of solid (log) and gas (air) complements the 
natural liquidity (water content) of the human body and stimulates a feeling of 
wellbeing and oneness.  If you are interested in partaking of Nzuzu time – and 
who wouldn’t? – please contact iaman@eprelnzuzu.com 
The photo above shows the smaller, more-bareskin of the two Nzuzu, for 
professional bareskin devotees.  The Nzuzu on the front cover is a gentler 
introduction, and provides a stump for sitting. 

mailto:iaman@eprelnzuzu.com
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DIDMARTON CRICKET CLUB  
After a seemingly never ending winter I am finally pleased to 
say that given the lifting of lockdown rules from 29th March, 
there appears to be some light at the end of the tunnel.  At 
this stage, and of course subject to further guidance from the 
GCB, we intend nets every Sunday morning at 10.30am in 
April followed by a full season of fixtures, likely to be played in 
the same manner as games did last year.  This is fantastic 
news and I hope will bring a small lift to those who have been 
struggling through the dark nights of recent months.  
Off the field the DCC Committee has continued to meet virtually and deal with 
the numerous matters that enable the club to function and grow.  Stu has put 
together a fixtures list for the season with our first game due to commence away 
at Grittleton on 25th April, followed by home to Hillesley, 16th May.  The 
assumption naturally was to leave the weekend in-between free for Badminton 
weekend.  A further 13 fixtures of 35 overs matches are planned for the 
remainder of the season, hopefully complemented by an increase in the number 
of midweek T20 matches to between 6 and 8.  The combination of these fixtures 
means that all members should be able to play a meaningful season as we 
continue to develop towards some sort of normality.   
Unfortunately the bad weather of recent weeks has hit the club hard, with the 
cricket shed outside the village hall being the principle casualty.  It was last seen 
flying down the A46 towards Stroud and therefore a new one is being sought as 
we speak to house our various paraphernalia.  Work on improving the wicket 
and outfield continues under the guidance and efforts of Alan, Richard and Phil 
and it is hoped that we will continue to make great strides in this area this 
season.  Should anyone have a spare 1-1½ ton roller lying around, that would of 
course be very graciously accepted.   
Finally I would like to personally thank Richard Bryan, who officially stepped 
down as club Chairman at the end of last year, with both him and the committee 
feeling there was no need for such a role.  Many thanks to Richard for all of his 
efforts in guiding us towards a successful, functioning club.  However, in the 
same vein I would also like to congratulate Richard on his assumption of the role 
of Head Groundsman which is absolutely vital as we continue to grow.  Richard’s 
place on the selection committee will be assumed by Alan, who joins Ceri and 
Rich in trying to continue to ensure the balance between fairness to all and being 
competitive in matches.   United We Conquer!                                   Rich Williams   
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THE DYDDI PODCAST – People of Didmarton 
This month – Pam Hudson 

PLACE OF BIRTH & EARLY YEARS Maghull, 10 miles north of Liverpool, in the 
front bedroom of the house I lived in until I left home at 22.  Getting sent to the 
papershop to buy the Express and cigarettes for my dad, playing with my friend 
Eileen, who I am still close to 70 years later. 
EARLIEST MEMORY Getting my bottom smacked hard 
for running on to the main road in front of a car. 
CHILDHOOD MEMORIES Saturday morning cinema, 
penny Arrow bars – I loved the liquorice and treacle 
flavours.  
EDUCATION & BEST TEACHER   Convent of Mercy, 
Maghull, & Seafield Grammar, Great Crosby.  Sister 
Mary Alban at junior school.  I wanted to be a nun like her! 
WHAT WAS SCHOOL LIKE? School was fun but very strict.  You used to get your 
knuckles rapped or the board duster thrown at you for talking. 
WHICH MUSIC MARKED YOUR YOUTH?  The Rolling Stones, then and now. 
A SOCIAL OCCASION FROM THEN  Meeting my husband Jim at a new year party. 
FIRST JOB OR ACTIVITY  Joining William Deacon’s bank at 16. 
PERSONAL EVENTS FROM YOUR TWENTIES Married at 21 and two babies by 25 
so life was very busy.  We also made the big move from north to south. 
WHAT WAS THE WORLD LIKE THEN? More relaxed.  A lot less choice with food, 
tv, holidays.  
WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO DIDMARTON?  We moved from Sherston to downsize 
and fell in love with Didmarton. 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF DIDMARTON  Pleasant village with a nice pub. 
WHAT HAS CHANGED IN THE VILLAGE?  The traffic is a lot busier & faster, sadly. 
DIDMARTON IN ONE SENTENCE  Very friendly village in a beautiful area. 
MEMORABLE PERSON  My lovely mum. 
FAVOURITE PLACE IN BRITAIN  Cornwall. 
FAVOURITE PLACE TO TRAVEL TO South Africa. 
ADVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  Don’t waste your life looking at a screen.   Get out 
and see the world properly. 
OF WHAT ARE YOU MOST PROUD?  Our two daughters achievements and our 
five gorgeous grandchildren. 
LAND, OR SEA, AND WHY? Land, I get seasick. 
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THE DEER PARK OF BADMINTON – not just Red 
My thanks, yet again, to Ray Bird who put 
my ignorance to rights.  We all know 
where the deer park in Badminton is, it’s 
where the Horse Trials are, ‘course it is.  
Ah yes but…there used to be two, and one 
was much nearer to home here in 
Didmarton.  I have edited back, for space 
reasons, Ray’s piece, which originally 
appeared in the Local Talk Back magazine 
of Badminton. If you’d like to read it in full, get in touch and I’ll email it to you – 
dyddi@ btinternet .com.  Over to Ray: 
“The first deer were said to have introduced around 1678, the park’s boundaries, 
were, according to an early 1700s engraving  (above)  roughly as follows:  North 
– Worcester Lodge (at the very bottom of the picture), south – (Acton Turville) 
railway line.  West - Seven Mile Plantation (Ride), east - Allengrove, between 
Luckington/Cherry Orchard Lanes.  
There were herds of Red and Fallow deer, which were separated by a fence.  This 
boundary is not clear on the engraving, but the landmarks I give to explain the 
boundaries are where buildings/woods, some of which would have been there at 
the time.  The fence ran through Allengrove wood past Hermits Cell, the 
Deerkeepers cottage (near where the arena is) to Lower Slait Lodge (cottage on 
the road, in the dip just before the airstrip) then across to Seven Mile. (there is a 
stream that runs all this way, a dry ditch  in summer).   cont. p. 26  
*************************************************************************************    

ALL OUR INVALUABLE ADVERTISERS 
The Dyddi relies greatly on income from our faithful 
advertisers to actually exist, (plus donations, you 

generous lot!). However, the local businesses featured each month at the back 
of the Dyddi remain the bedrock, cornerstone.  Please remember them when 
needing any service or amenity, and also, keeping things local is, as we’ve learnt 
intensely this year, what makes and holds a community together.  So huge 
thanks and tarantara! for: 

Creative Hairdressing * Steve Thompson logs & chimney sweep 

The George Vet Group * Lucy Tom Interiors & Café * R&B Vehicle Services 

TH White Country Store * Powered Spaces Electrical Services 

Green Man Cleaning * Ind Plumbing & Heating * The Kings Arms 
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LEIGHTERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

All of our children have returned to school after the latest 
lockdown and everybody here is pleased that we are back 
and starting to become more normal. 
We all spent the last week celebrating Book Week and all 
of our afternoon activities were linked to books.  Many of 
our children dressed up as characters from books to do these activities.   
 
Our first task was to compose a theme tune.  The children were able to choose 
whether this was for a book that they had read, for example, ‘We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt’ or ‘Race to the Frozen North,’ or for a book that they would like to 
write themselves.  The children were really creative and used a wide range of 
instruments and implements from around their homes to compose.  Some 

children used online resources, such as 
Garage Band and websites to help them 
compose and all the children produced 
wonderful theme tunes showing a range of 
melodies, timbres and tones.  
 

The next activity was making a pop-up book, linked to Design and Technology.  
The children used many different features from flaps to sliders and pop-ups. 
Our Art activity was linked to illustrating a front cover for a book.  We watched 
famous illustrators designing front covers and they told us about their process.  
After that we designed and illustrated our own front covers. 
On World Book Day, we designed and made costumes for characters in books.  
Some children made costumes that they wore themselves and they became the 
character that they had designed for. 
Our final activity was to make a game for characters in a book.  Some children 
made board games based on known games, such as, Monopoly whilst others 
used IT.  When the children returned to school, they were able to share the 
games and play them with each other. 
 
If you would like to find out more or come and look around Leighterton Primary 
School, you are very welcome to contact Mrs Davey in the school office on 
(01666) 890273 and we would be delighted to show you round at a convenient 
time.  Further information about school is also available on our website - 
www.leighterton.com                                                                               Meryl Hatfield 

http://www.leighterton.com/
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THE WALKING GROUP OF DIDMARTON 

Dear fellow walkers (human and canine) 
Sadly no group walks again this month but Mama and I have been VERY busy 
looking out stone stiles for the Gloucestershire CPRE project which aims to form 
a historical register of them.  Stone stiles form a rich source of information about 
past ways of life and working. This month we located, logged and reported 
another 9 stiles, 2 in Willesley and 7 on the Monarch’s way behind the Hare and 
Hounds walking towards Doughton. Some sadly are in a state of disrepair but 
they are now logged.  
All hail to Didmarton ace sniffer sleuth Archie! Many thanks to him for finding 
my lost harness and making sure Paul brought it back home for me. 
I’m very much missing my walks with my pals and so hope that there will be a 
jolly reunion next month.  Woof woof 
Mad Martha (& Lady Daisy, now ret’d) 

 

LOOK OUT FOR CHAFFINCHES 
For the first time in 37 years of living here we are 
seeing chaffinches with leg lesions which cause 
deformities in the legs, eventually rendering the birds lame with obvious 
consequences for their well-being, vulnerability to predators etc. It is distressing 
to observe though they do seem to manage quite well as we have had the same 
chaffinch with severe lesions visiting our feeders for several months now. The 
lesions arise either from a virus (Fringilla coelebs papillomavirus) and/or mites 
(Cnemidocoptes). 
Is there anything we can do? Yes, by being attentive to feeder hygiene: clean 
away uneaten bird food, disinfect feeders regularly and make sure drinking 
water is clean.  Also, rotate the position of feeders in the garden to avoid 
contamination build-up.  Finally, report any afflicted birds that you see at: 
https://www.gardenwildlifehealth.org/gwh-database/       Margaret Greenwood 
******************************************************************************** 

the DYDDI digest, founded in October 1975 is published each month 

on behalf of Didmarton Village Hall and Community Committee. 
The editor reserves the right to refuse/edit any editorial or advertising content. 

Contact Carole, the editor on 01454 238576, email dyddi@btinternet.com or 
Deliver any editorial/copy to 7 Chapel Walk, Didmarton. 

Please note, copy/advertising deadline is the 15th of the preceding month. 

https://www.gardenwildlifehealth.org/gwh-database/
mailto:dyddi@btinternet.com
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SUDOKU by Neil Fozard 

Each row, column and 3x3 box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASY                         …AND NOT SO EASY! 

 
Answers to 

March’s quizzes 

 
 

 
 

 

 

******************************************************************** 

WURZIT TO?  
Modern art?  A Cadbury’s flake? An elderly domino  
escaping the box?  Or just something everyone in 
Didmarton WILL have walked, driven, hopped-skipped-
and-jumped past so many times.  You DO know where it 
is, don’t you?  Answer next month. 
Last month’s Wurzit To was the south side of one of the 
tall beech hedges that wing out from Worcester Lodge.  

 

7
9 2 5 8
2 1 6 9 4

2 7 1 8
8 5

9 8 6 7
3 8 4 5 9
5 9 2 1

5

5
3

1 4 6 9
1 5 4 3

6 2 9
1 8 6

8 9
5 8 4 7

9 1 2 4

4 7 6 8 9 1 3 5 2
9 2 5 3 7 4 1 6 8
3 8 1 2 6 5 4 9 7
5 4 2 7 8 6 9 1 3
6 9 8 1 2 3 5 7 4
7 1 3 5 4 9 2 8 6
2 6 9 4 1 8 7 3 5
8 3 4 9 5 7 6 2 1
1 5 7 6 3 2 8 4 9

3 5 8 7 2 4 6 9 1
4 7 2 1 9 6 3 5 8
9 6 1 3 8 5 2 4 7
5 1 3 2 7 8 9 6 4
7 8 9 4 6 3 1 2 5
6 2 4 9 5 1 8 7 3
1 4 7 6 3 2 5 8 9
2 9 5 8 1 7 4 3 6
8 3 6 5 4 9 7 1 2
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
Wow!  A superduper spot-on coloured tractor, going about its essential work 

under a bright blue sky, all thanks to April birthday boy 

Jacob Tuck.  Thank you Jacob, & we have to ask, is that daddy driving, 

or you a in few years time? 

Happy birthday to you, & to everyone celebrating this month. 
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EASTER COLOURING IN 

Oh, gosh, it’s Bunbun McCyclops look even more crazed than usual.  Is he thinking 

about all those delights growing on the Eggnut tree he can swipe off with his massive 

ears, & how can he hide them from Bigbun McNibblefang?  Or has he discovered that 

the saying “if the wind changes, your face will stay like that” has some truth in it? 
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LAST & FIRST QUIZ 
Use the last letter of each clue answer as the first letter of the next, e.g.  Fluffy – Yak - 

Knobble   This month – trees, flowers, shrubs. Answers on page 27 

Herb tree on the coastline? (3) 
Poisonous sounding female sheep (3) 
In the bottom of your stocking? (6) 
In the song, from Amsterdam (5) 
Hedging that sounds private (6) 
Stripey big cat Allen singer (5,4) 
Nasty tasting feline with tail removed houseplant (5) 
Often used as to name an Avenue (6) 
Marzipan maker tree (6) 
Boy meeting girl occasion…? (4) 
Sufferer of a Dutch disease (3) 
A tree commonly colour in a paint pot! (8) 
Left in the hearth (3) 
Is she nutty? (5) 
Green cordial flavour (4) 
Someone with more years than you? (5) 
Big shrub with an extinct bird inside (12) 
Strum a unit confused flower (10) 
Rubber glove flora (8) 
…and girl meeting boy occasion? (4) 
Heather’s formal name (5) 
Jesus’ mother inside the Voice of Golf (9) 
A tree with all the vowels in its name (7) 
Tree in feral derelict state (5) 
The noise of a crowd! (7) 
Tree at the seaside? (5) 
Toot toot the roof support (8) 
Formally a grape hyacinth (7) 
Flower in your eye (4) 
Coniferous tree looking immaculate (6) 
A nice ache creates a daisy like flower (9) 
What Westonbirt is famous for (4) 
The only flowers for 14th February (5) 
Conker tree that’s sugared? (5,8) 
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DIDMARTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
                                THE GLORY OF EASTER 
May we rejoice at this time in the beauty of God’s creation as 
we see it springing forth to life, but that which surely delights 
our hearts above all is the glorious message of the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ; this is the greatest 

message of all time from God to men. 
The message of Easter comes as a declaration from God as to who Jesus Christ is; 
Roman 1 vs 4 ‘Jesus Christ our Lord is declared to be the son of God by the 
resurrection from the dead.’  It also assures us of the provision of victory over 
death by our Lord Jesus! 
The importance of Christ’s resurrection cannot be overemphasised, for since by 
Adam sin and death came into the world, it is through the resurrection from the 
dead of Jesus Christ, that we can know victory over death by out union of nature 
with him, and so all who are in Christ are made alive from the dead  This is only 
possible since Jesus has paid the price for our sin on the cross and rose again 
victoriously over sin and death and hell, to impart new resurrection life to all 
who have committed their lives to him, having repented of their sin, and have 
faith in the salvation God offers to those who trust him. 
For the believer, God’s word says “o death, where is thy sting, o grave, where is 
thy victory, but thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 
Do you know this victory Christ has won for you?  Paul says “if our hope in Christ 
is for this life only, we should be pitied more than anyone, but Christ has been 
raised from death, and proof that those who have died in Christ will also be 
raised to life when he comes again.” 
 
What a glorious Easter prospect this is for a Christian, but how sad for an 
unbeliever!  Just as at this time much of God’s creation springs to life revealing 
the beauty of what he has made, may you experience the glory of what he offers 
you this Easter in his living and reigning son Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes ini me, though he 
die yet shall he live” John 11 v 25. 

 
1st April is Maundy Thursday – Luke 11.  2nd April is Good Friday – Luke 23 

4th April is Easter – Resurrection – Sunday – John 20. 
May you know the glory of Easter.  Happy Easter!   Royston Pick 
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CAROLE COOKS AGAIN  
Easy Easter essentials, even a child can make Easter Biscuits.  
The symbolism behind them is the resemblance to the stone 
that was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb on Easter Sunday.  
However, it’s also to do with the use of cassia oil in them.  It is 
believed that this fragrant oil (derived from the bark of a tree 
related to the cinnamon tree) was used in the embalming process used to clean 
Jesus’ body after his crucifixion. You can get it a wee bottle of it on Amazon for a 
few pounds, though it’s absolutely fine to use the usual ground cinnamon (or 
mixed spice if none).   
EASTER BISCUITS Now, the thing is, almost every recipe’s method for these 
involves creaming the butter and sugar together, like making a sponge. The 
resulting biscuits have a cakey texture, and don’t seem to keep well. However, 
my memories and preferences are for a biscuit with a bit more of a snap, a 
softish crispness, which is, of course, how mum made them.  I’ve found the book 
(I think it’s the 1950s Rayburn cookbook, as the cover is long lost) and here it is, 
using rubbing the butter into the flour method instead.  Oven – 170 degrees. 
Sift 150g plain flour with ½ tsp each baking powder and cinnamon/mixed spice 
(see above).  Rub in 75g butter.  Stir in 75g caster sugar, a little grated lemon zest 
or lemon essence (optional) and 50g currants or sultanas (or dried mixed fruit).  
Mix to a stiff dough with a beaten egg.  Roll out 1cm thick, cut into rounds, 
sprinkle with sugar and bake (parchment lined tin) for 10 minutes, rotate the tin 
if they’re cooking more on one side, and give another 10 minutes, though check 
after 5.  Don’t let them brown on top, just a little on their bottoms.                    ed. 
*********************************************************************************** 

2021, A FRESH START 
         Eco Check List – No 4,  

An Eco Easter, Some Fun Ideas 

 
Ditch the plastic and make your own Easter basket, great for adults too! 
Basket fillers   Give items that are really needed (that includes chocolate!). None 
of us need more trinkety things that just end up in the bin. How about reusable 
items, say, new supplies for art, the garden and DIY or warmer weather items 
like sandals, sunglasses, water bottles. Go European and buy cardboard eggs that 
can be filled with treats and reused every year. They come in a variety of sizes 
and delightful Easter designs – Try eBay ‘cardboard Easter eggs’ 
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Easter ‘grass’  Shred newspaper, or old paper bags/wrapping paper to make 
‘grass’ reuse as packing material after. Or line the basket with lovely soft moss! 
Coloured Easter eggs Dye eggs with natural food colourings, or go uber-natural 
and use foods to add colour. 
For pink eggs:  grate beetroot. Purple - red cabbage or red onion skins. Yellow -  
onion skins, chamomile tea, ground turmeric.  Spinach gives you green.  
Blow out the egg contents (make a tiny hole in the top and slightly larger in the 
bottom of the egg with a needle, blow hard. save to make scrambled eggs), or 
leave whole and they will become hardboiled.  
Put 2-3 cups of water in separate saucepans – one for each colour.  Add the 
plant of choice, or all - experiment! Simmer for fifteen minutes so the water 
turns a nice hue, then add the eggs with 1-2tbs of vinegar to help the colour fix. 
The longer the eggs stay in the pan, the more intense the colour. Use wax 
crayons to draw decorations on the eggs before boiling, which will remain 
eggshell colour as the dye will not adhere to the wax. 
Treats  Make your own chocolates. Use fun shaped silicone moulds (it’s so easy!) 
Try vegan crème eggs www.avirtualvegan.com or delightful vanilla biscuits with 
Easter designs and colourful icing. For ideas see www.biscuiteers.com   
Easter egg hunts Hollow wooden eggs would be kinder to the environment than 
plastic ones. Fill them with goodies and they are robust enough to last years. 
Invest in some solid wooden eggs which can be painted with eco-friendly paints. 
Fly Kites A Good Friday tradition originating in Bermuda, where a schoolteacher 
used a kite to demonstrate Jesus’ ascension into heaven. Bermudians now flock 
to Horseshoe Bay beach for the annual Good Friday Kite Festival – we could do 
the same in Didmarton – ditch the beach and flock to the fields!   
Cress Heads They’re so funny! Get them ready 
a few days before so they will have a full head 
of hair ready for Easter. You can then snip off 
and add to an egg sandwich! You need: 
6 empty eggshells (slice off the top to empty 
them, so you have a good size shell to use), an 
empty egg box, stick-on wobbly eyes, marker 
pens, cotton wool and cress seeds.  Wash out 
the shells, draw on some crazy faces and stick on eyes, and sit them in the egg 
box. Put cotton wool inside the shells, dampen with water and sprinkle cress 
seeds over the top. A good coverage will give you a full head of hair in a couple 
of days.  Happy eco-Easter everyone!                                           Stina Richardson 

http://www.avirtualvegan.com/
http://www.biscuiteers.com/
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THE REALITIES OF RUSTIC RULINGS  put right by Reginald 

Rural of Rumpshire (& mother)  

It is with deep pleasure that I am positioned to 
examine and consider olde countryside lore, sayings 
and proverbs. What do they mean?  Where have 
they come from?  And, most vitally, are they 
infectious?   
This month’s adage to analyse:  ‘Touch wood’ 
Reginald writes: Ha, such simplicity!  In ye golden 
olden days of sending the kiddies up the chimneys, 
there was always a rabscallious scamp who would 
flee from performing this most desired of childish 
pursuits.  This hearthful dodger would then be 
employed by Lord and Lady Molliquantington (or whomevers chimneys said child 
had avoided) to fetch the fallen trees from wherever on their estate, hauling 
trunks across heath and moor, hill and dale, with only his bootlaces and a small 
strap to help.  This duty became known as Touching Wood, (in opposition to his 
avoidance of ‘touching soot’) an affectionate phrase for watching a 
malnourished sub teenage boy staggering under an aged oak, branches ripping 
at his heels, twigs in his ears.                                                        R. St.J. Z Rural, esq.  

Mrs Reasonetta Rural writes: Silly boy. It has Biblical, amongst other, roots, like 
many of these things, with not a nod to chimneypots. In Christianity, the wood to 
be touched was associated with the wooden cross on which Jesus was crucified.  
In Celtic folklore, supernatural beings like fairies and dryads, were thought to live 
in trees, and knocking the wood called on them for protection.  The first knock 
was accompanied by one’s request, the second was a thank you knock. Maybe a 
certain child of mine should be made to drag dead trees by his bootlaces more 
often, get rid of that balderdash in his silly head.                         R.R.R. Rural (Mrs) 
************************************************************************************* 

SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO…?  An elderly lady calls her neighbour, 

“Please come over and help me. I have a very difficult jigsaw puzzle, and can’t figure out 
how to start.” Her neighbour asks, “What is it supposed to be when it’s finished?” The 
lady says, “According to the picture on the box, it’s a rooster.” Her neighbour goes over 
and the lady shows him the puzzle spread out all over the table. He studies the pieces for 
a moment, looks at the box, then turns to her and says: “First of all, no matter what we 
do, we’re not going to be able to assemble these pieces into anything resembling a 
rooster, secondly, relax. Let’s have a nice cup of tea, and then...” and he says this with a 
deep sigh...“Let’s put all the Corn Flakes back in the box.”    
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NATUREHOOD WATCH – this month, dogs, pintles & buntings 

What is absolutely here, there and everywhere in England, 
also found in Algeria, Iran and Turkey, yet is absent from 
Ireland?  It’s everyone’s favourite stinging nettle lookalike 
(though with pointier, shinier leaves), Dog’s Mercury.  DM 
is one of those things so prevalent – like grass – you just 
sort of don’t acknowledge it.  It comes up thick and fast in 
early spring, and it’s that no more than a foot high green 
stuff with little bobbly greenish flowers, pointy leaves, that 
is swathing ground cover in hedges, borders and woodland.  There’s tons of this 
poisonous herbaceous spurge round here, and is known, along with bluebells 
and wood anemones,, as an ancient woodland indicator, helping determine if a 
wood is long established.  And like the metal mercury, it’s wholly toxic, all parts 
of it causing various nasties, including death. The ‘dog’ in this case means ‘bad, 
not good’ or ‘trouble, torment’, rather than Fido/Rover.  
Talking toxic, and also everywhere in the woods at the moment, is the more-

names-than-anything-else, Lords and Ladies.  It’s that 
floppy irregular heart shaped shiny (sometimes spotted) 
leafed plant with the hooded flower surrounding a 
poker-shaped ‘pint’ inside.  It can be confused with the 
edible sorrel:  fortunately, Lords and Ladies tends to be 
more of a woodland plant, sorrel more out in the open, 
though the former can sneak out.  Beware.   
For fun, it’s also known as: Snakeshead, Adder’s Root, 
Devils & Angels, Priests Pintle, Adam & Eve, Jack in the 

Pulpit, Sonsie-Give-Us-Your-Hand, Soldiers Diddies, and Cheese & Toast.  Most of 
these make reference to the plant’s likeness to make and female genitalia.  And 
why Cuckoo Pint?  It’s spring growth coinciding with the arrival of the cuckoo, 
and pint is short for pintle, aka penis.  (now that’s a first for the Dyddi!)  
If you are walking alongside or across any still unploughed stubble and see many 
smallish birds popping up and sweeping around, these are corn bunting. They 
look a little like the sparrow, though are so quick and nimble, it’s hard to see. 
You may have more luck when they perch on a fence or ‘phone wire. Their 
cheerful, upbeat ‘jangling’ song is rather at odds with the RSPB’s somewhat 
bleak description of them – nondescript.  However, their numbers are 
decreasing in areas of intensive farming which deprive them of their natural 
habitat.  Who thought stubble wasn’t interesting and important?  ed.                        
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cont from p. 14  The north (Didmarton) side was for red deer.  The boundary from 

the stream up and across from Cherry Orchard, on to Sopworth Lane.  There it 
followed Hinnegar Lodge, Swangrove and onto Bodkin and Seven Mile.  Little 
Badminton was within it, but walled and fenced around, with the main entrances 
probably being Slait Lodge (the cottage on the right hand 90 degree bend). 
The south (fallow), enclosure ran from Allengrove Lane, in front of Badminton 
House, past Kennel Lodge, Slait Lodge and Castle Barn up to Seven Mile again. 
Although they were not built until around 1750, all three Slait cottages and 
Shepherds Lodge (the one opposite the two pillars if coming from The Plain), and 
a number of others (Ragged Castle?) that were built at various times, would 
almost certainly served as deer park gate lodges, the occupants having the 
important job of making sure the gates were always closed, to prevent the two 
herds mixing, and wandering into the villages.  Given this was pre-car days, most 
traffic would have been horse related.  
In 1838, it was recorded that there were 1,400 fallow deer and 400 red.  While a 
large herd of red remain today, the keeping of fallow ceased in the 1990s. 
For most of us it is autumn when we really become aware of the deer, hearing 
the roaring of the stags during their rutting season. I used to love lying in bed 
listening to them, and it was silent frosty nights that seemed to get them going, 
and when they were best heard. The various eerie roars coming from various 
parts of the park as each sent out warnings to other stags to keep away from 
their harem of hinds.  Sometimes you’d hear two stags getting closer to each 
other and at times, a sudden clashing sound of antlers rang out as the two did 
battle.  Normally the fight is over fairly quickly with no more than dented pride 
for the loser, but occasionally the battle is very fierce and result in serious 
injuries to one, or both.  The following case was told to me by my grandfather, 
who was a deerkeeper.  During one battle, the stags’ antlers became interlocked 
and they both finished up in the park lake, sadly drowned.  The next day, they 
were dragged from the lake, still locked together.”                                       Ray Bird   

 
I have learnt recently that a single ‘spike’ antler, with no offshoots, as it were, is 
known as a strike.  If a stag has a pair of strikes, they are considered extremely 
dangerous to other stags, as simply, it’s rather like having a two swords coming 
at you.   Antlers, made of bone, are shed each year, unlike horns (rams, cattle, 
goats) which remain. Quick question:  bovine relates to cows, ovine to sheep, 
equine to horses, what is the ‘ine’ word for deer?  And for pigs, snakes and 
bears?  Answers p. 27                                                                                                      ed. 
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Page 3 quiz: Chihauhua x Yorkshire terrier.  Pomeranian x Husky.  Labrador x 
Husky. Beagle x Pug. Chihuahua x  Pug.  Jack Russell x Pug 
Last & First quiz, p. 20: Bay, Yew, Walnut, Tulip, Privet,  Tiger Lily, Yucca, Acacia, 
Almond, Date, Elm, Magnolia, Ash, Hazel, Lime, Elder, Rhododendron, 
Nasturtium, Marigold, Date, Erica, Amaryllis, Sequoia, Alder, Rhubarb, Beech, 
Hornbeam, Muscari, Iris, Spruce, Echinacea, Acer, Roses, Sweet Chestnut 
Deer park quiz, p. 26:  corvine or rusine, porcine, serpentine, ursine 
************************************************************************************* 

 
ERRATUM: printed in full from March.  Down Memory Lane - My First Trip Abroad - Easter 1963 
 
From Lincolnshire to Austria, aged 14, a school trip organised by Alan Holt, our art teacher.  It cost £33 plus 
spending money.  First trip out of Britain from which the clearest memories are meeting a duvet for the first 
time, really big mountains, schnapps, and Dachau. 
Somewhere I still have the obligatory black-and-white photograph taken alongside the coach before 
departure.  Boys’ haircuts were still ‘DA’ and the girls were trying back-combing, clothing was a mix of totally 
inappropriate drainpipe trousers and bootlace ties, frilly petticoats and heels (Cue 2021 joke: ‘and that was just 
the boys’.), and concerned parents’ provision of Norwegian sweaters, gloves and scarves for the high mountain 
tops, much clean underwear ‘for emergencies’ and other items which never saw the light of day. 
Overnight ferry from Dover to Ostend without cabins or aircraft seats and unwelcome amongst the business 
class and TIR drivers.  I slept on a shelf in a stairwell.  Onward to Belgium and Germany, where they drove on 
the wrong side, and our first night in a foreign bed in Koblenz.  Alan Holt called us together and explained that 
there were no blankets on the beds (going to be a hardship trip) but we would enjoy the duvets.  We did.  
Unheard of in Britain in 1963. 
 
In the suburbs of Munich our coach pulled in on a nondescript street and Alan Holt offered us a choice: We 
could stay on the coach with ‘Johnny’, our driver, who would not be getting out because of what the Nazis had 
done to his brother, but if we wanted to, or felt we should, see a concentration camp, then here we were.  It is 
still a memory which, almost 60 years later, causes tears to start.  We stood in the gas chamber.  We stood 
alongside the cradles which slid into the ovens.  We looked at the photographs:  piles of hair, of shoes, of gold 
teeth, of suitcases, of every conceivable part or possession of a human being which might be valuable.  We left 
quietly. 
 
Badgastein in Austria is high, in the mountains, and a centre for ski-ing which we were offered on arrival.  Ski-
lift, techniques of ski-ing, alpine buildings and lots of snow - every experience was a wonderful new sensation.  
But schnapps was something else.  Taste buds still struggling to understand why beer had to be so bitter, this 
clear liquid in a shot glass could take our breath away.  Along with mouth, throat and sense.  Great stuff; but 
I’ve never touched it since. 
Austria is a fascinating country for a Brit to visit and with the benefit of hindsight I can see that its terrain which 
demands a close relationship from its inhabitants, its history in the middle of western Europe, including the 
post-war demarcation under four occupying powers, and its use of the German language, lends a more robust 
quality to its present standing compared with its similar neighbour, Switzerland. 
 
Back to the memories: Innsbruck is surrounded by mountains but they stand well back to allow this cultural 
centre room to breathe.  French toilets were as interesting an experience as anyone could wish for, and 
especially the hanging chains.  Don’t ask.  Otherwise our return journey is a blur.  Except for the Full English 
Breakfast at a transport caff just outside Dover.  Now that’s real living, at least in the eyes and stomach of a 
teenage boy, fresh back from foreign adventures. David Michel 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP   

FIREWOOD  

KINDLING & COAL 
 

Steve Thompson 

Lower Kilcott Farm 

01454 232941 

07974 194012 

Kindling, coal, kiln 

dried & seasoned logs 

delivered 
Registered member of the 

Institute of Chimney Sweepers 

 

 

R & B  
have now moved  

round the corner – take the 

turning on the right  

just after the Holford Arms  

which leads to Sherston.   

The garage entrance is on the 

right after 50 metres.   

All four wheelers welcome!  

 

01454 238700 
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Monday-Friday 8am-5.30pm, Saturday 8am-12pm 
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         POWERED SPACES 
                      Reliable & local  
          ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
     In and Outdoor power & lighting    
         Electric Vehicle Car Charging 
         Networking, Wi-Fi problems, 
                        installation 
            Fully insured & registered    
                 References available 
            Free, no obligation quote 
    mark.hanson@poweredspaces.com 

              01453 860084    
              07775 505375 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/cartoon-glowing-yellow-light-bulb-vector-18016094&psig=AOvVaw1xqSdfcM-0SBqGgAIh9K9q&ust=1583001989109000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPjY3rXz9OcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
mailto:Mark.hanson@poweredspaces.com
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The Kings Arms, The Street, Didmarton, 

Badminton, Gloucestershire  GL9 1DT 

www.kingsarmsdidmarton.co.uk    01454 238245 


