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DIDMARTON RUBBISH & RECYCLING
COLLECTIONS DATES FOR FEBRUARY
Thursdays 4th & 18th All rubbish & recycling
Thursdays 11th & 25th Food waste bin
**********************************************************************************

DIDMARTON’S WINDOWONDERLAND
The winner of the December Windowonderland was the gorgeously exotic Under The
Sea, from Summer and Annabelle Copeland-Eccles, giving us hope of sandy,
sunshiney summer holidays – perhaps… Second went to Marguerite Whyte, with a
Dickensian take on Wind in The Willows, and Daisy & Stanley Nightingale were
third with a super snowflake sparkler.
Thank you again everyone who entered, and it really helped the village donations
coffer. And of course, thank you to the many many who donated so generously to the
prizewinning hampers. They were amazing!
*************************************************************************************

NEW VILLAGE WEBSITE
Whoopee! See page 5 for all the info, and more, on the
updated Didmarton website, including village hall facilities.
We’re also promoting using the website as a way of keeping
everyone up to date with village news, especially for those
who aren’t socially media’d. What’s not to like? Hoorah!
*************************************************************************************

NEW PUZZLE
Whoopee 2 – the Dictionary Department at Dyddi Heights has
changed tack on the monthly word puzzle. It’s farewell to
anagrams and hello to Last & First. I hope you like it, and it’s a bit
more user friendly. Page 19.
*********************************************************************

REMAINING OPEN
Lian Franklin from Tetbury Hospital has been in
touch to remind everyone that our local hospital
remains open. Whether for an outpatient appointment, x-ray, or needing the
Minor Injuries unit, normal service continues. If you have any queries, their
telephone number is 01666 502 336.
And in other news, see the book feature on page 20. All proceeds from the sale
of local author Jennifer Grant Rennick’s book A Lucky Life are kindly being
donated to the hospital. Good stuff!
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Phoenix, Tetbury surgery – 01666 502303
Police – to report incidents - 101
Tolsey Surgery, Sherston – 01666 840270
Tetbury Hospital – 01666 502336
Oldbury Garage – 01454 537016
Leighterton School – 01666 890273
Village hall bookings - 01454 238450
Dyddi Digest editor – 01454 238576
DVHCC Chairman, Ed Hardy – 01454 238006
Parish council, John Hammond – 01454 238373

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU

22nd

4th – Zara Baker-Tuck
11th – Albert Eldridge
th
16 – Amelia Darbyshire
22nd – Freddie Darbyshire
– Annabelle Copeland-Eccles
28th – Lily Cropper

(under 18 & not in the Dyddi Birthday Book? If you’d
like a mention, plus the chance to be the Dyddi Illustrator in your
birthday month, email dyddi@btinternet.com. Thank you!)

BABYSITTING CONTACTS
Bailey Jones - 01454 232985
Lewis Rogers - 01454 238113
Flora Scutt - 01454 219258
Joe Turner - 01454 238235
‘ello, ‘ello, ‘ello, what’s going on with this month’s photo theme? The
5th of February in 1778 was the birthday of Robert Peel, twice Prime
Minster & who as Home Secretary founded the Metropolitan Police
Force. This is why policemen today are called Bobbies & less
commonly, Peelers –though has anyone ever heard the latter used?
Quick quiz: what were police cars called in the 1960s, and why?
Answer on page 16. The truncheoned Chicago policewoman pictured
is the milder version: you should see the one of her with a gun.
Terrifying.)
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APPEAL TO RESIDENTS - the archive of the Dyddi Digest
The stored archive of the Diddy Ditty and Dyddi Digest has undergone
refurbishment during recent times. It contains copies of every edition from 1 to
544, October 1975 to January 2021, including any inserts, enough for a set of
untouchables and for a set of display copies. Except, sadly, it doesn’t.
For reasons lost in the mists of time the twelve editions for 1998 are missing,
presumed lost. Can you help? Ideally, a pristine original copy donated to the
archive would bring a smile. Alternatively, two careful photocopies of an original
would establish continuity. Support from any resident with a good photocopier,
and an offer of time, to help with this would also be welcome. Can you help
bridge this gap in our own history?
However, there’s more. Although 1998 is completely missing from the archive,
there are no second copies for display from January 1999 to December 2006.
Any offers, suggestions or help would be welcome. It is quite a long-winded job
to carefully remove staples from 96 originals, photocopy the sheets back-toback, construct the new copies and replace the original staples. Who says we
don’t set high standards in Didmarton?
Originals, copies, offers of help etc., would be welcome at 11 Chapel Walk,
current home of the archive. Messages of assistance may be left on 238431
answerphone, with name and contact number, text 07590 500888 or email
davidamichel@icloud.com Thank you on behalf of our present community and
future residents.
David Michel
…AND DOES ANYONE HAVE A SPARE…

November 2020 Dyddi, please? It’s the one with St
Lawrence’s church and the War Memorial surrounded
with poppy wreaths on the front. If you have an
unwanted one, would you be able to shove it through 7 Chapel Walk’s letterbox?
Thanks tons, m’dears!
ed.
*************************************************************************************

A big thank you to all of you who supported the village
hall fundraising coffee morning in December. It was
not the best day weather wise but you still turned out
and brought home made cherry cake and mince pies to
sell. The result was a generous sum of £315 for village
funds. Watch out for another date in the spring, government rules and regs.
permitting.
Ruth Carnaby
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NEW YEAR, NEW VILLAGE WEBSITE
We are delighted to announce the launch of the new
Didmarton
village
website,
and
this
is
it:
www.didmartonvillagehall.co.uk We hope you like it and
find it useful.
The updated website is a fresh look at the wonderful facilities here, especially
with the village hall as the hub for our community and the home of a wide range
of facilities.
The hall, when Covid regulations permit, will continue to cater for Didmarton’s
home grown activities – the cricket club, film nights, bonfire celebrations, and all
the many other dates that have been on hold for a whole year now. And for
anyone looking for a venue for parties, societies and clubs, it offers, we believe, a
great space in a beautiful setting: the recreation ground, as so many of us know,
is just plain terrific!
The booking calendar for the hall is available to see, for you to plan your event.
Do let anyone who is looking for a fantastic venue. Thank you.
Also on the website is the all-colour Dyddi Digest, useful contact information and
we will be keeping it updated with useful local news.
Many villagers don’t do social media but would like to be kept informed of
current events and useful information.
IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU’D LIKE OTHER VILLAGERS TO BE AWARE OF,
please contact Carole, Dyddi Digest editor
dyddi@btinternet.com 01454 238576
and the information will be posted on the website
as soon as possible. Keep an eye out for new postings.
Think of it as Didmarton’s version of a newspaper, perhaps?

Congratulations to the winners of our first draw of 2021
1st £20 Bobbie Middleton 2nd £15 John Earley
rd
3 £10 Doug Rowlands 4th £10 Marguerite Whyte
Sue Cook & Sue Hammond
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BUSINESS AS USUAL
Didmarton resident Lynn Bridgman, who opened her
lovely Farm Shop and Deli in November, remains open for
business. Just as last year, she offers a really wide range of
fresh fruit and veg, and various cuts of meat from Cam
butchers, who source local produce. If you want a
particular joint, Lynn can order it for you. There’s a great selection of sausages,
chops, bacon, and other delicious deli delights including cheeses from near and
far. Bread, cakes, milk, too, and Sherston eggs from just up the road.
Fresh foods aside, Lynn has sourced some interesting and enticing treats –
crackers, coffee, dressings & condiments (Tracklements, of course!) as well as
day to day staple needs. It’s worth a really good browse to see what
deliciousness is tucked away.
The shop itself has a lovely bright n’ relaxed feel, and Lynn’s experience, from
working in Tucks of Sherston, and knowing many of her suppliers all add up to
make it the antidote to queuing outside a busy supermarket. Another reason to
shop, and stay, local. Easy parking right outside – the shop is on the SopworthSherston road, just over the little hump backed bridge, on the left hand side.
Open Monday – 10-2pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10-4pm, Saturday 812.30pm. ‘phone - 07919 410064, email - bridgmansfarmshop@btinternet.com
*************************************************************************************

DIDMARTON SPEEDWATCH UPDATE
The new Covid lockdown has stopped our sessions for now, but
the police camera van continues to support us regularly in the
village. Our Speedwatch Group is growing with new members
keen to help out.
In the next edition of the Dyddi, we plan to update you on our recent
competition for the children of the village, revealing the winners of our speed
prevention sign designs.
Sean White
*************************************************************************************

….TO DIDMARTON
A warm welcome to Polly, Mark and Finn to
Bertha’s Field. We hope your move here (from
the other side of the A46!) went smoothly, and
that you all settle in really quickly and well. Hopefully you’ll soon be able to join
in with the many in-waiting events that have been on hold for too long, but in
the meantime, yippee, another Didmarton Labrador!
ed.
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NEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF DIDMARTON’S
VILLAGE HALL & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
I write this on the eve of what is usually considered the most depressing day of
the year, the third Monday of January. If I recall, January is a pretty dire month:
Mondays are usually the worst day of the week- just ask the Boomtown Rats,
and it takes three of them (Mondays, that is) to work out “not another (manic)
Monday ....(with me? I got the Bangles in, though if you are struggling to keep up
just google Blue Monday, and ignore New Order). Hey presto, the 18th of
January2021 is, was the most depressing day of the year and it’s official!
When you read this, it’ll be February, crocus’ will be out, lambs skipping and for
many the 6 Nations of imminent anticipation. At risk of failing to uplift your
spirits let us reflect. Last year Blue Monday was the 20th and to be honest there
were any number of days from March which eclipsed that day in spades.
A light hearted reflection of what is now an official day but I am winding this up
to my own report and thoughts on the DVHCC activity. The serious message is
we are not out of lockdown. The hall remains effectively closed. Hirers, with
their own compliance regulations, have worked out their activities cannot
continue until as a country have nailed this. As a committee this is preferable to
us having to send people away, which we had to do in 2020. To confirm, the play
area and fields remain open but please, please, comply with your own individual
responsibilities. It remains a possibility that we could be compelled or asked to
close it, as last spring. Fingers crossed this will not happen again, but it could and
if we all do the right thing we minimise the chances of this.
I can report that December’s ‘extra’ activities outside the hall raised a substantial
amount of money and we’re getting local government help once our application
is processed. We have new hall hirers waiting, a new website and a tsunami of
local good feeling ready for a party once vaccinations allow us. Following the
success of Christmas’ Windowonderland, we have the green shoots of a
Christmas committee, and having turned away carol singers to keep within the
number 6, perhaps we have the seeds of a Didmarton Choral Society ?!
Finally, we are looking for a new treasurer. Stu Tettmar after 2 years of hard
work and commitment is stepping down. My personal wish is that DVHCC
membership should be fluid and flexible so please step forward if interested. Ex
treasurers are still in the village, support is always at hand and your commitment
will not be long term. But yes, we want new people, new ideas and initiatives.
We need YOU, and onwards, Didmarton! Thank you. Ed Hardy 01454 238006
7

LEIGHTERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Here at Leighterton, we are extremely proud of our
musicians. Many of our children learn to play musical
instruments and specialist music teachers come in to teach
them.
Currently, children can learn to play the keyboard, piano, violin, cello, guitar,
flute, saxophone, drums, clarinet, ukulele and oboe. Every musician is invited to
perform during our Friday assemblies and more advanced musicians also
perform during our musical soirees and concerts. All are part of a music
ensemble and they enjoy practising and performing together.
Children also have the opportunity learn to play an instrument as a class. Before
the lockdown, they learned samba drumming, with Mr Cooper, and a highlight of
our harvest festival was the samba band that they formed.
Just before Christmas some of our piano, altosaxophone, and flute musicians took exams and we
were delighted with their performances. They did
extremely well and we feel very proud of them.
If you would like to find out more or look around
Leighterton Primary School, you are very welcome to
contact the school office on 01666 890273 and we will
be delighted to show you round. For further information see our website,
www.leighterton.com
Meryl Hatfield
*************************************************************************************

WHOO! Have you got a ghosty?
Several years ago, on the shortest day of the year, and in a house
in a nearby village, my young daughter ran downstairs asking who
the man on the top floor wearing a long black cloak was… half an
hour later, the house became incredibly hot. On checking the
thermostat, it registered 40 degrees. And in the evening, there
was a knocking from the cellar…. None of this was alarming, just
plain interesting, and we found out later what had happened in the house in its
300 year life to help explain the occurrences.
We live in an area rich in history: within the land, the buildings, and so much still
remains. It came up in conversation the other day that it would be fascinating to
know how many of us give home to a Someone, or are aware of a presence of
Something. Do get in touch, as usual, dyddi@btinternet.com, 01454 238576
Thank you, and er, whoo!
ed.
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VICAR’S LETTER
February 2021

Dear Parishioners,
As I write, we are deep in lockdown with a real sense of winter as we huddle in
our homes staying warm. Those of us with children learning remotely will no
doubt be feeling the strain of child-minding 24-7, and possibly with the added
strain of financial hardship. But at least you can go to church without leaving
your sitting room! There are pre-recorded services on Sundays at 10am on:
www.youtube.com/c/badmintonbenefice
We have recently celebrated the extravagance of the wise men giving their gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh to the holy child. Like them, we have come a
long way to lay our gifts at the feet of God. And our return to being with God,
like the wise men’s back to their homes is the place where we also begin our
journey. The gifts we bring to the world are our skills, our habits and our manner
of being, which is who we are. That is the most profound gift we can give others.
I am beginning a mediation group for adults, which will be for half an hour in an
evening. We will be reflecting on Scripture, but allowing our minds to roam and
will aim to learn more about ourselves and the way we see the world around us.
It will of course be a zoom group, which has the advantage that we can join in
from the comfort and safety of our own homes.
Please let me know if this might interest you,
Richard (Rev Richard Thomson) Contact details: Priest in charge, Withymoor
Vicarage, Old Down Road, Badminton GL9 1EU 01454 219236 mobile: 077177
91858 www.badmintonchurch.org.uk
email: revrichardthomson@gmail.com
***********************************************************************************

CHURCH OF ENGLAND BADMINTON BENEFICE
FEBRUARY 2021 SUNDAY SERVICES - ALL ON YOUTUBE

www.youtube.com/c/badmintonbenefice
Services conducted by Rev.Richard Thomson unless otherwise stated
6th, Presentation of Christ at the Temple
13th, Sunday next before Lent
20th, First Sunday of Lent
27th, Second Sunday of Lent

from Hawkesbury church
from Leighterton church
from Oldbury church
from Badminton church
Wednesday Services on zoom at 9.30am BCP Matins - Badminton Benefice
PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS OF ANY SERVICES
RECOMMENCING BEFORE MARCH
9

DIDMARTON CRICKET CLUB - & ALSO,
PLEASE DON’T TRY THIS!
In last month’s Dyddi, I questioned whether the legendary
cricketer W.G. Grace actually could have hit a cricket ball over
Worcester Lodge, and caught it on the other side, as history tells.
The Dyddi’s very own Math’s n’ Physics Depts (home division)
were consulted, and, in the manner of probables, including time,
distance, possible frictions, likely wind resistance, and notwithstanding Newton’s
Laws of Motion, came to the conclusion ‘maybe’. However, actions speak louder than
words, and below is Didmartonian Steve Walker’s account.
Rich Williams, DCC Chairman adds “With little happening on the DCC front, given
the national situation & lack of winter nets, I was delighted to read Steve’s memories.”

Editor’s note: PLEASE – we do not want and certainly do not condone people
trying this feat at the Lodge. Broken windows and roof slates are highly likely!
Over to Steve:
The DCC article got me thinking and remembering. My mind’s eye pictured the
far from athletically built W G Grace hitting a ball very high over the dome of
that certain building. He had the skill to hit it high enough and at the correct
angle to give himself sufficient time to catch the ball on the far side.
However, he wasn’t the only one to pull off this feat. John Chappell, Charlie’s
brother, was a man mountain, allegedly. He stood 6’4” to 6’8” depending on
who you believe. Very keen cricketer that he was, he played for Didmarton when
the pitch was at Worcester Lodge. Legend abounds that he could throw a cricket
ball over the dome, run through the gate and catch it the far side, and do this
first time every time. It was his party trick.
The last person to accomplish this very difficult feat was not a man mountain by
any means; it would be me. I have never knowingly told anyone of this other
than my wife. It’s a guilty secret I have kept for over 50 years. Unlike W.G. and
John C. my first attempts were not auspicious!
When Mr and Mrs Cole, residents at the Lodge (they kept and bred Pyrenean
Mountain dogs – huge things!) moved on, it was empty for a while. We could
explore in peace and had a nose around outside. For some reason the central
gates were not locked. Though I played for my school’s house and the First XI, I
was a much less accomplished Geoff Boycott to Mike Carr’s Colin Cowdrey.
Though otherwise not especially talented, I’m blessed with a very good throwing
arm. Wandering around The Lodge I couldn’t resist trying with the golf ball in my
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pocket. I could clear the dome but not by enough to get to the other side before
the golf ball hit the deck. After some failures, we all got bored and left. Next day
I tried with a tennis ball. Abject failure, not even close. Not giving up, I crawled
under the cricket pavilion as I had a recollection of a cricket ball there, and after
much scrabbling got my sticky fingers on the old battered ball. Off to the Lodge,
sadly on my own and with no witness to what happened, as on my third attempt
I got the angle and height right, easily catching the ball. I tried twice more but
failed, walked back and rolled the ball back under the pavilion.
My other cricketing claim to fame was being lucky enough to play for Badminton
against a Lord’s Taverners XI. I can’t remember who the openers were, but on
strike was Colin Cowdrey with Peter May at the other end, both so elegant with
superb timing. There is no better sound in the game than the ball coming off the
sweet spot on the bat.
Cowdrey clipped one off his hip that ran straight to me at mid-on. I swept up the
ball, he turned for a second run, whilst I zinged it straight over the stumps into
the keeper’s gloves who whipped the bails off and Mr Cowdrey was run out
halfway. The square leg umpire loudly announced “not out!”, walked up to me
and very quietly said “All these people are here to watch these greats of the
game bat, not to watch you throw.” He was right, of course, “Fair enough” I
said. He was right, of course, and natural justice prevailed.
That would be the end of the story except we still had to bat. I came in at 9 at a
bowler change, to the great Australian Graham Mackenzie and watched him
trundle in off a five-pace run up. His arm came over, I heard the ball thwack the
keeper’s gloves, but, I NEVER SAW THE BALL! And the next 4, same again! The
last ball of the over, I stuck my bat out, the invisible ball caught the edge and
ripped the bat out of my hand, but I ran for a single. Much relieved I got my bat
back ready to face whoever, in this case, none other than Derek Underwood.
Deadly Derek could turn the ball at medium pace and make it slide along the
ground. First ball was going down the leg side too wide for me to swing at. When
it pitched it did a Shane Warne to Mike Gatting (Ball of the Century). The ball
shot under my chin and was fielded by third slip! However, the second ball was
a dead straight yorker which skittled my middle stump. I actually applauded
before walking off.
Steve Walker
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HINNEGAR CAMP
more from the archive

January’s Dyd had a feature on
what is now Hinnegar sawmill,
but which back in WW2 was used
as a retreat for Bristol residents
from the dreadful bombing
which their city suffered. Steve
Walker – again, thank you, Steve
– dug out the following pieces. If
you find them tricky to read,
have a look at the online Dyddi
(Didmarton Village Hall website)
where they are in colour. I was going to feature the two deerparks this month,
but that can wait whilst we’re still discovering the whats, whens and whys down
in the Hinnegar woodland.
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Just as this Dyd was off to the printers, I received more photos from Ray Bird – I’ve
squeezed them in on pages 15 & 27. The latter shows a visit by Queen Mary to the
camp. The former is unconnected to the camp; have a look! Thank you, Ray.

GARDEN TIPS FOR JANUARY
In the current climate our gardens and allotments have never
been more of a priority. Your plot not only provides a place to
get fresh air and exercise, it also gives us a place to supply us
with a lot of our food. The last few months have shown how
fragile the food system can be and the positive effect has
been that more and more people are turning to selfsufficiency. There has been a real change in lifestyle from being less reliant on
the supermarkets for our veg, to recycling old containers, pipes and plastic
rather than buy new. It would be good once this crisis is over for this make do
and mend attitude that our parents had to continue into the future.
The most pressing thing at this time of year is to make sure your soil is fed well
to ensure high crop yields. Unfortunately manure is in short supply due to
increased demand so any purchased now is relatively fresh. If you’ve got older
compost from last year do save it for your root vegetables which much prefer it.
Think practically about what you’re going to grow this year. Forget flashy stuff in
favour of good staple crops with long storage lives. Potatoes, onions, carrots,
kale, (which can be picked at continually through the season), courgettes, are all
prolific, and once the peas and broad beans are over runner and dwarf beans
can replace them ready for freezing or using fresh.
Jean Glew
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THE DYDDI PODCAST – People of Didmarton
This month – Julian Richards
PLACE OF BIRTH & EARLY YEARS I was born in Southmead Hospital, and was a
very impatient baby. I was due to be born in May but decided to arrive in March,
only surviving because they had one of the first incubators. When I was learning
to walk I used the kettle lead to pull myself up, but unfortunately it was plugged
in and boiling. It gave me a nasty scar and a trip to the Bristol Royal Infirmary.
EARLIEST MEMORY I was two years old and it was the winter of 1963, one of the
coldest this century. I was on my mother's bed looking up at a hole in the ceiling
with ice cold water dripping on me.
CHILDHOOD MEMORIES My mother and aunt took my sister and me on a trip on
a canal. My sister unpacked our picnic basket and put the Tupperware boxes
over the side of the boat and we watched them float away. She thought it was a
great game, my mother was not amused.
EDUCATION & BEST TEACHER I was a good student, and learned early on that
knowledge comes from books and good teachers. I'm a voracious reader so
finding books to take on holiday is a bit of a challenge. Mr Thomas, who wore a
Harris Tweed jacket that was probably 50 years old. He was a cricket fanatic and
one lesson featured the Duckworth Lewis method .
WHAT WAS SCHOOL LIKE? In those days, quite strict and there were few excuses
for poor behaviour. Corporal punishment was in use so people tended to
behave. I was house vice captain in my final year.
WHICH MUSIC MARKED YOUR YOUTH? It was a time of
disco, boy bands and the Bee Gees. I rejected all of that and
spent my time listening to progressive rock instead.
A SOCIAL OCCASION FROM THEN Sneaking into the pub
with my mates while we were still underage and buying lager
and cheese and onion crisps.
FIRST JOB OR ACTIVITY I worked in a sweet warehouse
packing orders of sweets to send out to the shops.
PERSONAL EVENTS FROM YOUR TWENTIES I took time out from work and went
on a trip across America and Canada from coast-to-coast starting in New York
and ending in Vancouver for the world exposition
WHAT WAS THE WORLD LIKE THEN? The era of Margaret Thatcher and greed
was good. The start of the information revolution, and first desktop computers. I
had BBC model B #35 and I ‘spoke’ for different computer languages.
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WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO DIDMARTON? When I was looking for a house I found
two that I could afford, one here in Didmarton and the other, Bradley Stoke, so it
wasn't a really difficult choice.
FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF DIDMARTON Bunch of really friendly people and a great
pub. I got to know pretty much everyone by playing the baddie in the
pantomime Aladdin in 1992.
WHAT HAS CHANGED IN THE VILLAGE? Not that much really. We've had no
mad housing schemes plonking hundred houses down with no facilities. The pub
has gone through several revolutions from good to bad and back again.
DIDMARTON IN ONE SENTENCE A really friendly place to live.
MEMORABLE PERSON My Uncle Robert he died last year aged ninety six. He
was the only survivor of his special operations Lancaster crew when shot down.
FAVOURITE PLACE IN BRITAIN To me a favourite place is somewhere you would
go back to again and again. I've not found anywhere in Britain like that yet.
FAVOURITE PLACE TO TRAVEL TO Lisbon, Portgual. I worked there for three
months I had a wonderful time.
ADVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE There will be a time in your life when things are
going wrong for you: you may become unemployed or some other life changing
event may happen. At that moment it seems overwhelming but rest assured it
will pass and from the perspective of years, it won't seem anywhere near so bad.
OF WHAT ARE YOU MOST PROUD? Being able to overcome a horrible accent I
developed in my teens.
LAND, OR SEA, AND WHY? Land. I love the seasons especially autumn, the
colours and the champagne mornings with just a touch of frost.
*************************************************************************************

A 1970’s fancy dress football match between Didmarton (below) & Badminton.
Who are they? Where are they? Anyone know?
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BANANAMAN - OR WOMAN – a bendy yellow mystery
A local correspondent has requested some sort of resolution
to a mystery that beleaguers them. Every morning, on that
person’s walk down Hollybush Lane – the road down to
Hinnegar and Badminton – there is a newly discarded
banana skin. It could be surmised that it is dropped out of a
driven vehicle, being on the right hand side of the road, and always roughly
halfway between the A433 and the beginning of the woods.
Of course, if you know, or indeed, are, said bananaman/woman, and wish ‘Local
Correspondent’ to remain puzzled, all well and good; you could start to leave it
in peculiar places to get them raddled, or write them a message, or indeed, leave
them their very own banana. Don’t we just need a bit of fun at the moment? ed.
*************************************************************************************

THE WALKING GROUP OF DIDMARTON
Dear walking pals, human and canine,
Sadly no walkies in February due to the nasty bug that’s
around. If a long walk appeals to you, the footpath up to
Westonbirt from behind the garage is very clear.
There is a CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
project taking place to log all the stone stiles in the
country. If you know of any locally please do send photos, with a location
description to ladydaisygreenwood@gmail.com
The photo is one of two on the path which runs along the southern boundary of
the arboretum, which is a continuation from the above mentioned footpath.
Mad Martha (and Lady Daisy, now ret’d)
********************************************************************************

Why are police vehicles called panda cars? Anyone over the age of 53 knows this, but
akin to children today not knowing about The Birthday Bumps, here’s the answer:
they were originally painted in large panels of black (or light blue) & white, like a
panda. However, in the 80’s, as a cost cutter, a just-white motor was adopted, albeit
with ‘jam sandwich’ orange/red reflective stripes stuck on.
the DYDDI digest, founded in October 1975 is published each month

on behalf of Didmarton Village Hall and Community Committee.
The editor reserves the right to refuse and editorial or advertising content.
Contact Carole, the editor on 01454 238576, email dyddi@btinternet.com or
Deliver any editorial/copy to 7 Chapel Walk, Didmarton.
Please note, copy/advertising deadline is the 15th of the preceding month.
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SUDOKU by Neil Fozard
Each row, column and 3x3 box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.
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********************************************************************

WURZIT TO?
Ha! I have an inkling that only a scant handful will
get this Wurzit, and yet many, many – almost all –
Didmartonians will have passed it at some time.
Quite a few do lots and lots and lots.
Last month’s holey rectangles were the bird boxes
on the south side of one of the bungalows in St
Arild’s Road.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
It’s February, & Freddie Darbyshire is our birthday illustrator, giving us the
nudge not to forget our nearest dearests, and those who you’d like to be, this
Valentine’s Day on the 14th. Many thanks, Freddie, for such a bright & happy
picture, & a very happy birthday to everyone celebrating this month.

What did one flame say to another flame? We’re the perfect match!
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A NEW QUIZ – LAST & FIRST
Just use the last letter of each clue answer as the first letter of the next, e.g.
Queen – Never – Rice – Exponential This month – food & drink
Answers (inc. January’s anagrams) on page XXX
PLEASANT BISCUIT FROM THE SOUTH OF FRANCE (4)
LIKE A LONG PROFITEROLE (6)
TASTY EDIBLE RODENT (6)
SOME CALL IT TUNNY (4)
JERUSALEM OR GLOBE (9)
TYPE OF LETTUCE, AND ALSO ANOTHER NAME FOR CHICORY (6)
THE RAREST ONES TO (LEGALLY) EAT ARE PROBABLY GULLS (4)
POPEYE MUSCLE DEVELOPER (7)
A HOT ROOT (11)
IN FRANCE, YOU’D ASK FOR CHEVAL (5)
RED WAXED ROUND DAIRY FOODSTUFF FROM HOLLAND (4,6)
HEDGEROW BERRY, USED IN DRINKS (5)
THE PART OF A PARSNIP OR CARROT EATEN (4)
LITTLE ORANGE FROM MOROCCO (9)
VERY POWERFUL POLO (5,6,4)
THE MUSHROOM YOU MUSTN’T EAT (9)
TARRY, SMOKY BREWED DRINK (7,8,3)
CAN BE HASS OR FUERTE (7)
BLACK OR GREEN FRUIT (5)
LITTLE ORANGES, WHOSE SKIN COMES OFF WITH NO TROUBLE (4,7)
THE AMERICANS CALL IT RUTABAGA (5)
SHORT STRONG BLACK COFFEE (8)
MOST COMMON ALLIUM (5)
CAN BE UDON, RAMEN, EGG, RICE (7)
IT’S AN AGGREGATE ACCESSORY FRUIT! (10)
MAKES THINGS GET BIGGER (5)
COOKED COOKED BREAD (5)
ONE VERY LITTLE OVAL CONFECTION (6)
HAS IT BEAN FREEZE DRIED OR GROUND? (6)
OTHER NAME, GYPSY TOAST (4,5)
A PASTRY FROM LEGO LAND (6)
BIBLICAL SWEETENER (5)
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SOPHIE’S SURGERY – Treats & Fun for Dogs
Paws: Pet Head Oatmeal Paw Butter: around £5 TLC
for your dogs paws.
Entertainment & Games: Trixie Dog Activity Memory
Trainer: genius invention to keep dogs entertained
and exercised by offering a reward. It includes a
mobile button you place anywhere around the house,
and every time your dog finds it and paws the button,
the feeder releases a treat. Around £40.
Doglt Mind Games: An interactive smart toy
combining physical and mental activity, to help keep your dog fit and curiosity
stimulated. About £20.
Beer: Woof & Brew Bottom Sniffer Beer for dogs: about £3. Ever wanted to
share a brew with man’s best friend? Here’s your chance! Non-alcoholic, and
filled with healthy ingredients, like dandelion and burdock.
Beds: Pet Fusion Memory Foam Dog Bed: depending on size, £50-£170 Tired of
cheap bed pets that easily tear, are difficult to clean, and don't provide your pet
the comfort they deserve? Try the Pet Fusion range.
Water: Who knew that animals are instinctively drawn to moving water as it is
fresher (it’s aerated) than stagnant/still? Petsafe’s Drinkwell Original Pet
Fountain, around £33.
Drying Coats: by Ruff & Tumble, from £20. No more soggy towels and wet dog
smell hanging around your house and car, this range of coats are a brilliant way
of making sure your dog doesn't get everything else dirty. They dry dogs quicker,
I’ve got 3, and they are fab!
Real Meat Treats from Natures Menu. The ultimate real meat training treat.
Sophie, Vale Vets
95% meat, grain free and gluten free. Super tasty.
*************************************************************************************

ALL SALE PROCEEDS TO TETBURY HOSPITAL
A Lucky Life is an unputdownable romp through the life, loves and affairs of
local author Jennifer Grant Rennick. Educated at Westonbirt School, she worked
in both the House of Commons and the Lords, helped a deb(utante) who was
bringing out her daughter (an upper class social thing) and worked in the Savoy
Hotel press office before arriving in Cherington to ride, write and marry. She has
penned books on London’s Livery Companies, and historical & modern novels. A
tale worth telling. Her new book is being distributed by The Friends of Tetbury
Hospital. To buy your copy (just £10), email friends@tetburyhospital.co.uk
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DIDMARTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light, they
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death upon them the
light has shined.” Isaiah 9v2
Oh, that this were true of our people & nation today, for we are
walking in darkness, the shadow of death is overwhelming at present. The
darkness is spiritual, economic & health related, which leads to hardship, sorrow.
Where does the answer lie? We look to politicians and scientists, but good as
their endeavours are, our hope both nationally and personally needs to be
focussed on the light which our God has given, his son Jesus Christ, who said, “I
am the light of the world, he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but
have the light of life” Sadly, however, as Jesus said, “This is the condemnation
that light has come into the world, but men loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil.”
There have been occasions in the history of the world when similar times of
darkness and death were overwhelming, and God delivered men. Psalm 107
recounts some of them saying on each occasion “Then they cried unto the lord in
their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses and led them forth in
the right way” Again v19 says “Then they cried unto the Lord in their
trouble…and he sent his word ad healed them”!
Jesus is the living word of God who he sent to deliver us from the darkness of sin
and it’s consequence of death. Jesus can deliver our nation and we personally
from the darkness and shadow of death which hangs over us, if we will
acknowledge our waywardness from God’s way and “Cry unto the Lord” to
receive the shining light of Jesus into our hearts by faith bringing his love, peace
and hope to us and into our nation’s heart and life.
Through the situation today, God is calling the world to turn to his light of love in
Jesus, oh, that this might be true of the leaders of our nation today! Let us
earnestly pray that we turn back to God’s light and love while we may, to know
his blessing upon us. May his light shine in your heart!
Royston Pick
*************************************************************************************

CANDLEMAS Royston mentioning light (above) is a reminder that the 2

nd

of
February is Candlemas, when, as well as Jesus being presented at the temple, it
was seen as the time of purification of the mother. Candles are brought to
churches today for blessing, and used for the rest of the year, as a symbol of
Christ being the Light of the World. And for real traditionalists, you finally get to
take the Christmas tree down. All those needles are worth it!
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YOUR MIND & BODY MATTERS
Feeling the very best you can

Whilst I’ve always been interested in nutrition it seems even
more important now not just with the pandemic and trying to
keep one’s immune system tip top but also, we all are getting older.
Who knew that rhubarb can help to bring down your blood pressure? It is high in
rutin, which is a flavonoid that helps reduce the risk of cardiovascular disease,
diabetes and cancer. Other foods high in rutin are green tea (mentioned last
month), unpeeled apples, figs, asparagus, sprouts, and buckwheat.
Another flavonoid is quercetin, also considered an aid to help with blood
pressure. Foods containing this are those mentioned and also, kale, berries and
onions. They all help to fight free radicals. If we include all the colours of the
rainbow in our daily diet (not from processed food) and choose a lot of the
darker coloured fruits and vegetables, I don’t think we can go far wrong.
Other flavonoids are berries, red cabbage, parsley, tea, soybeans, citrus fruits,
red wine and dark chocolate... of course in moderation.
Surely, if we all eat sensibly and take exercise then are we doing our bit for the
NHS as well as ourselves. And remember, a healthy gut equals a healthy mind.
Ruth Carnaby, Mind & Body Matters 01454 238957
*************************************************************************************

CAROLE COOKS AGAIN – let them blet!
Sharon fruit, or persimmons, seem to be a regular in the shops
now, but are always, always, always orange rocks that need
time to become utterly delicious. Don’t even think of trying to
eat a firm one. In former doctor Adam Kay’s book The
Nightshift Before Christmas he describes a patient intent on
devouring them each Yuletide, despite having had a gastrectomy (tummy
removal) and told that if there was one thing they really mustn’t eat… He adds
‘would you believe there’s a medical term exclusively for a mass of undigested
Sharon fruit in an intestine?’
If I haven’t put you off, I’m going to assume the patient ate them before they
had bletted. Certain fruits (also medlars and quince) are able to soften beyond
ripening: instead of the flesh rotting, it becomes luscious, soft, super juicy. The
persimmon’s skin the will look darker, almost translucent, and yields to the
slightest pressure. This is when to tug off the woody calyx, grab a knife and a
napkin – large size.
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When life gives you lemons – or lockdown – make lemon meringue pie. Even
from scratch, it’s very easy, smugly impressive.
LEMON MERINGUE PIE
Pastry: 150g butter (or 75g each butter and lard), 300g plain flour, a tablespoon
icing sugar. Either rub together then bind with a little cold water, or make in the
mixer with the flat attachment thingy, adding a little water so it comes together
into a damp but not wet ball. Roll out, line a 25cm-ish loose bottomed flan tin.
(for easy removal, I shove in a piece of parchment just big enough to come up
above the top of the tin before laying the pastry in and trimming the top. Keep
pastry scraps for jam tarts). Stick it in the freezer for half an hour before baking
blind – plonk more parchment over the base, weighted down with baking beans,
pasta shapes, rice, anything inert and uncookable, if you know what I mean).
Bake for 20 minutes at 200 degrees, lift out the beans, paper, etc., and cook for
another 5 minutes or so, just to lightly crisp up the base. If it balloons up, just
prick with a fork. Let it cool in the tin, reduce the heat to 150 degrees, and wash
up the mixer bowl (for the meringue), and start on the filling.
Lemon bit: 3 lemons, 3 eggs, 50g cornflour, 320ml water, 80g caster sugar.
Separate the eggs, put whites into the clean, dry mixer bowl, yolks into another
(smaller) bowl. Add sugar to yolks, stir until smooth. Wash/scrub the lemons,
zest them and finely chop/snip up the strands. Put into a bowl, add the lemons’
juice – nick out any pips – and whisk in the cornflour to a very smooth paste.
In a saucepan, heat the water to just boiling, and add the cornflour mixture,
whisking constantly until thick and shiny. Let it cool for a minute or two, then
beat and whisk in the egg yolk/sugar mix. Again, it should be very smooth.
Meringue: whilst the lemon filling is cooling, measure out 120g caster sugar into
a heatproof bowl and pop into the oven.
Add a pinch of cream of tartar (if you’ve got it) to the whites, and get whisking.
Flat out is the best speed, otherwise you’ll be there til 2022. When the whites
are big fluffy clouds (says she whose last two meringues were an utter flat flop,
but still tasted fine), lob in the hot sugar and whisking for another 2 minutes.
Meantime, scrape the filling into the pastry case, then smooth the meringue
over the top, right to the edges, and if your egg whites have behaved, you can
make standy-up pointy bits with the flat side of a knife. Put this neverending
yet glorious creation into the oven for 45 minutes. If you’d like the meringue a
little more toasted, add another 10 minutes. Yum. Keeps well in the fridge for 2
or 3 days too.
ed.
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THE REALITIES OF RUSTIC RULINGS

put right by Reginald

Rural of Rumpshire (& mother)

It is with deep pleasure that I am positioned to examine and
consider olde countryside lore, sayings and proverbs. What
do they mean? Where have they come from? And, most
vitally, are they infectious?
This month’s adage to analyse: ‘Red sky at night, shepherd’s
delight, red sky in the morning, shepherd’s warning.’
Reginald writes: Ha, this old chestnut which came about
when the old Dulux factory on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales decided to have
their first, and last, indoor Bonfire Night party in 1952. A new shade of scarlet
called Wowzered was being manufactured to refresh all the pillar and telephone
boxes across the land in respect of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II the
following year. Waltbert McFathomage, the new boy in the factory and charged
with organising the 5th November celebrations, was a cack handed whelp. His illpracticed and wantonly wild stirring of the Wowzered paint vat, filled to the top
with a seething lava-like mix of turpentine, petroleum distillate and red lead
caused it to overturn, and thereon inflame, the bullock-sized pile of tinder he
had provided for the bonfire. The shepherds on the hills were warm that night,
but not so happy the next day on discovering every one of their sheep was now a
walking letterbox.
R. St.J. Z Rural, esq.
Mrs Reasonetta Rural writes: Silly boy. This proverb is paint free and has Biblical
roots. In St Matthew’s gospel (16v2-4) the Pharisees tested Jesus to show them
a heavenly sign. He replied “When evening comes, you say, ‘it will be fair
weather, for the sky is red’, and in the morning, ‘today it will be stormy, for the
sky is red and overcast’”. No mention of Painting n’ Decorating Tips for Flocks,
are there now?
R.R.R. Rural (Mrs)
But what does the Met Office say?

“The saying is most reliable when weather systems predominantly come from
the west as they do in the UK (and) can often be proven true, since red sky at
night means fair weather is generally headed towards you. A red sky appears
when dust and small particles are trapped in the atmosphere by high pressure.
This scatters blue light leaving only red light to give the sky its appearance. High
pressure is moving in therefore the next day will usually be pleasant. Red sky in
the morning appears due to the high pressure system having moved meaning
the good weather has passed, most likely making way for a wet, windy low
pressure system.” Phew, we got there in the end, but WHAT a journey! ed.
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NATUREHOOD WATCH

This month – snowbones, spiders & snowdrops

Next time we have some snow, let’s see if my father
was right: he always said that the patches of snow
remaining – usually in the lea of hedges or ditches –
after the rest had melted were “hanging round for
more”. There’s a rather charming word for these
hangers on, Snowbones, and indeed, it can be taken as
a sign that more is on the way or, rather that it’s still
very cold!
And when it is very cold, a visual delight when trudging
the woodland is to see what the spiders have been up
to. Like snowflakes, every frosted cobweb is – must be
– unique, and the filigree spirals crusted in white sparkle, especially vivid in a
freezing landscape, are the best reason to get out and move.
Dead hogweed is a sculptural framework in itself for an exquisite iced delight
(cover photo, which is in Bullpark), and holly leaves, just their scalloped edges
dipped in white, are exclamatory.
But how spiders do their silken stuff never fails to impress, even if all you’re
doing is flaffing a feather duster around the ceilings. This ‘silk’ is a
proteinaceaous substance that the spider uses in various ways beyond just a web
to snare food; protecting their young (baby spiders are spiderlings), suspending
themselves, and like an abseiler to glide away, even horizontally, from danger.
It’s also the spider’s very own Tupperware box, used to wrap up prey for a later
snack, though if needs must, they will eat the web too.
Yippee, saw my first snowdrops yesterday. How do
they do it, when the weather is just the worst? It
could be that because they’re bulbs – which are like
little larders of stored energy – they don’t need the
sun for whoomph. And, I suppose, there’s nowt else
around to get in their so-pretty way for a few weeks
to detract from them. Nature never ceases to make
us smile.
Talking of which, as we’re lockdowned again, even if
the weather isn’t the easy sunlit months we experienced last spring and
summer, let us never forget we still have the glorious footpaths and woodland
right on our doorsteps to keep us healthier in mind, body and spirit. Go explore
– at a distance!
ed.
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2021, A FRESH START
Eco Check List – No 2

Upcycling Get creative and ask yourself, “how can I use that again in a different
way?” Explore ideas on Pinterest and when our current situation allows, avoid
landfill by swapping toys with friends or buy from charity shops.
Repair & Reuse If you can’t mend it, ask a friend to show you or look on
YouTube. It creates a sense of satisfaction to be resourceful and find new ways
to use that you which you have already got.
Ditch Disposable Opt for long-lasting, reusable items such as razors. It can work
out far cheaper in the long run and creates less waste.
Inspire the Children A great magazine I discovered is Eco Kids Planet. Fun, easy
to read and introduces the wonders of nature and ways to protect the planet.
Snuggly Loft Insulate it, save between £120-£225 a year, depending on property
type. Poorly insulated roofs/walls can be a major cause of energy wastage.
Off the Boil? Check if your boiler needs updating, as an inefficient one could
contribute to your CO2 footprint and adding £100s to your bills. Boilers account
for 60% of the carbon dioxide emissions in a gas heated home and are rated on a
scale of A (best) to G. Find out which yours is and investing in a new one could
make savings for both you and the planet!
Get Metering Install a meter or energy monitor to check your household energy
consumption. They cost £25-40 but some gas and electricity companies give
them for free. Put it somewhere visible, like the kitchen, and see if you can make
any energy-saving tweeks!
Give it a go this month Put those walks
to good use and take a different route,
taking a bag to collect rubbish. A regular
plastic carrier can take more than 500
years to degrade – so picking up rubbish
is an easy way to feel virtuous!
Get an easy online quote from a
renewable energy provider to see how simple it is to switch and how much you
could save on bills. Try Bulb, Opus, Ecotricity, Octopus
Please email me with your Eco ideas and anything inspiring you or your family
have done info@stinarichardson.com .
Stina Richardson
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January’s Quiz, Natural Landmarks of the British Isles: Yorkshire Dales, Cheddar Gorge,
Giants Causeway, New Forest, Offa’s Dyke, White Cliffs Of Dover, Brecon Beacons,
Highlands, Rutland Water, Quantock Hills, Fingals Cave, Dartmoor, John O’groats, Arthurs
Seat, The Wash, Valley Of The Rocks, Isle Of Skye, Exmoor National Park, Lake District,
Mount Snowdon, Peak District, Knockdown, Uley Long Barrow, The Needles, Norfolk
Broads Last & First Quiz, page 19 Nice, Éclair, Rabbit, Tuna, Artichoke, Endive, Eggs,
Spinach, Horseradish, Horse, Edam Cheese, Elder, Root, Tangerine, Extra Strong Mint,
Toadstool, Lapsang Souchong Tea, Avocado, Olive, Easy Peelers, Swede, Espresso, Onion,
Noodles, Strawberry, Yeast, Toast, Tictac, Coffee, Eggy Bread, Danish, Honey.
QUEEN MARY MEETING BRISTOL RESIDENTS SPENDING TIME AT HINNEGAR CAMP
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
FIREWOOD
KINDLING & COAL
Steve Thompson
Lower Kilcott Farm
01454 232941
07974 194012
Kindling, coal, kiln
dried & seasoned logs
delivered
Registered member of the
Institute of Chimney Sweepers

R&B
have now moved
round the corner – take the
turning on the right
just after the Holford Arms
which leads to Sherston.
The garage entrance is on the
right after 50 metres.
All four wheelers welcome!

01454 238700
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Monday-Friday 8am-5.30pm, Saturday 8am-12pm
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POWERED SPACES
Reliable & local

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
In and Outdoor power & lighting
Electric Vehicle Car Charging
Networking, Wi-Fi problems,
installation
Fully insured & registered
References available
Free, no obligation quote
mark.hanson@poweredspaces.com

01453 860084
07775 505375

31

Greetings to you all,
It won’t come as a surprise for us to say that we are missing you all, missing the
pub and just being part of Didmarton and the larger community.
Whilst we take some more time out to contemplate all that has happened, our
thoughts and wishes are with those less fortunate than we are. With this in
mind, we would like to say a huge thank you to all that donated to the foodbank
collection we had in December. As ever, your generosity is just exemplary.
Please do watch this space, as we re-think our business, not just from a King’s
Arms perspective, but the larger company. Just for now, we are remaining
closed, but hope to start some form of operation in the near future. With
regards to the full re-opening of the pub, sadly we don’t expect to be able to do
so until after Easter.
On the brighter side of life, we now have the three vaccines, so we are looking
forward to the summer and beyond and in hope of a near normal life, when we
can all get out and about together, laugh and perhaps even shake hands with
and hug each other! Who would have thought it?
Meantime, stay warm and safe, and we look forward to seeing you all soon.

Much love and best wishes,
Mark, Paula & The Team at The King’s Arms XXXX
The Kings Arms, The Street, Didmarton,
Badminton, Gloucestershire GL9 1DT
www.kingsarmsdidmarton.co.uk 01454 238245
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