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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
JAN 3 Toddler Tuesday

JAN 21 RHZ Volunteer Luncheon

JAN 28 RHZ Job Fair

FEB 7 Toddler Tuesday

FEB 10 For the Love of Animals 
Girls Overnight Camp

FEB 14 Wild at Heart Deliveries 
Order ahead of time!

MAR 7 Toddler Tuesday

MAR 11-19 Spring Break: GO WILD!

MAR 12 Peak Season Hours Begin - 
Open 9 am - 5 pm

MAR 23 Match Madness

APR 1 ZOOrific EGGs

APR 4 Toddler Tuesday

e

ANNUAL CORPORATE SPONSORS

Touching Hearts • Igniting Passion
Saving Wildlife
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If you no longer wish to receive the Animal Tales newsletter, please contact 
Kathy Tolbert at kathy@rollinghillszoo.org or by calling 785-827-9488 ext. 116.
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Ryan VanZant, Executive Director
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Brenda Gunder, General Curator
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Plans are underway for 
the 12th Anniversary 
of the Greater Salina 
Community Foundation’s 
(GSCF) Match Madness. 
With your support Rolling Hills Zoo 
could be a major player this year as you 
help build the Zoo’s endowment.  

Thursday, March 23rd will be a 24-hour 
extravaganza of online generosity from 
12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. Like previous 
years, during this day you'll be able 
to make a gift to Rolling Hills Zoo’s 
endowment that will be matched 
up to 50% by the GSCF (up to $3,000 
per person, per organization) from 
a matching pool of an incredible 
$300,000! See how your donation 
increases in value while securing the 

future of the Zoo!

On March 23rd, donations 
must  be made online 
at matchmadnessgscf.
org  before 11:59 p.m., 

dropped off at the GSCF on March 23rd 
or if mailed in – must be postmarked by 
March 23, 2023.  

PLUS, RHZ will be vying for bonus dollars 
during a free-throw and half-court 
contest held during Match Madness. 
Additionally, 3 bonus prizes will be 
awarded to the top 3 organizations 
with the most donors. 

So, save the date for tip-
off on March 23rd, where 
you'll play a key role in the 
game day excitement. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR

THURSDAY

MARCH

23
Our 2021 Annual Report 

is Available Online!
Download a copy at rollinghillszoo.org/about-us

If you prefer a printed copy, send an email with your 
name & address to Kathy@rollinghillszoo.org.



The inside scoop from your favorite Zoo! WINTER 2023

Bamboo Bay is on it’s way! That sure is fun to say for 
the alliteration and because this project is moving 
forward!

Beginning this February you will start to see 
construction and changes to the northeast corner 
of the Zoo, which includes our new Bamboo 
Bay renovation (formerly the Reptile Building). 
The scope of work involved includes completely 
replacing the asphalt walking path from the Reptile 
Building to the Great Apes Building. This important 
piece of critical infrastructure is long past due for 
replacement and is a significant piece of the total 
asphalt replacement being done throughout the 
Zoo over the next several years. Also at this time, 
construction will begin on a new restroom. The 
lavatory desert on the north end of the property 
from the Restaurant to Giraffes will soon end and 
will make the trip between potty breaks much 
shorter from any direction. Around this same time 
new flooring with some fun features will replace 
the carpeting in the Reptile, Anteater/Aardvark, and 
Great Apes Buildings. During construction there 
will be some short periods of time when exhibits 
will be closed in this area of the Zoo, but we will 
be sure to let our guests know in advance, and the 
outcome will be well worth the wait.

Now what about the sharks? Our 3,000-gallon 
cylinder tank is currently under construction near 
Phoenix, Arizona. After its completion in early spring 
it will be trucked to Rolling Hills Zoo. Once it arrives, 
the front of the Reptile Building will be removed 
to bring this massive 10-foot diameter, 5-foot tall 
tank to its final resting place. Other alterations and 
additions will also be taking place in this area while 
the tank gets filled with water and we prepare the 
new home for the sharks.   

We can hardly wait for these changes and additions 
to be completed at Rolling Hills Zoo in the 
coming months.  

But, while we are under 
construction you can look 
forward to a new exhibit 

opening in the Earl Bane Gallery that will take you 
back to Kansas 50-100 million years ago. Did you 
know that Kansas was once covered by an inland 
sea? Sharks, fish, mosasaurs, pteranodons, and more 
once patrolled the tropical waters of prehistoric 
Kansas. You’ll be able to see fossils from some of 
these long extinct species on display as well as a 
sneak peek of our baby chain cat sharks very soon.  
Stay tuned to the Zoo social media for updates as 
to when this exciting exhibit will officially open in 
2023!

Only a few more months until we can open Bamboo 
Bay, a project only 50 million years in the making!
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CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN

Chain catsharks "glow in the dark" 
due to their biofluorescence.

Ryan VanZant
Executive Director



 

WHO'S NEW AT THE ZOO

WE’RE

HIRING
JOIN US!

ROLLING HILLS ZOO JOB FAIR
Saturday, January 28, 2023

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wildlife Museum Conference Center

HIRING SEASONAL STAFF FOR:
Gift Shop • Admissions • Trams • Feed Station

Restaurant • Landscape • Maintenance
Animal Care Interns • Volunteers

QUALIFICATIONS:
Excellent People Skills  •  16 Years of Age & Older 

Able to Work Weekends & Holidays

Résumé not required but welcomed. 
Same-day applications & interviews.
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Print & fill out an 
RHZ application at 
rollinghillszoo.org/

employment, & bring it 
with you to the Job Fair.

Megan Cashman 
Zoo Keeper/Diet Prep

Lawrence "Trey" Coats 
Maintenance

Hazel Johnson 
Zoo Keeper

New Part-Time 
Staff Members:

• Anne Aeschliman 
Conference Center

• Connie Edwards 
Gift Shop

• Loren Vincent 
Restaurant

Rolling Hills Zoo is 
excited to welcome 

the following new staff 
members to our team: 

It was 1997, 
as Brenda 

Gunder was 
working on her 

biology degree 
at Kansas Wesleyan University, an ad 
stating “Hiring Animal Keepers” caught 
her eye. “At the time I didn’t even know 
someone was building a zoo, so I started 
volunteering and I was hooked,” shared 
Gunder. Initially she cared for animals 
in the Main Barn, including  a black 
bear, lion, cougar, tiger, parrots, Bactrian 
camel, macaque, Aldabra tortoises, 
eland, ostrich, nilgai and giraffe.

“What was my favorite thing to do… 
EVERYTHING!  I was a sponge soaking up 
all the opportunities presented. I loved 
watching the animals enjoy something 
I provided for them, greeting me and 
shifting,” commented Gunder.  

From 1997-2001, Gunder worked as 
a relief keeper and then apes chore, 
which included flamingo, mandrill, tapir, 

chimps, orangutan, lemurs, tamarins,  
and capuchins. In 2001 she was asked 
to be the Volunteer Coordinator, and she 
served in that role until 2008 when she 
returned to the animal department as 
Assistant Curator and Registrar. In 2016 
she was promoted to General Curator. 

Gunder’s favorite species is any species 
she is with at the moment – “I learn 
something new almost every day,” offered 
Gunder. “Big cats and hoof stock are 
just simple and easy to work with. Who 
doesn’t like a tiger or a rhino?  Primates 
are complex, and I enjoy the creativity it 
takes to keep them enriched.  Reptiles 
and amphibians require a complex 
environment so you are able to build the 
perfect little ecosystem fairly easy. I have 
hand-raised about a dozen opossums 
over the years – babies are just fun!”

“Animal care is an ever changing field, 
so when we learn something new we 
want to implement it as soon as we can,” 
shared Gunder about her work.

Congratulations to Brenda GunderFor Her 25th Anniversarywith Rolling Hills Zoo!



For a special Volunteer Luncheon to learn about 
volunteer opportunities at RHZ. Plus, we'll have a 

few special guest appearances. This luncheon is for 
NEW and CURRENT Volunteers.

Volunteer opportunities are available in most areas 
of the Zoo, with flexible hours to fit your schedule.

ROLLING HILLS ZOO Needs YOU

Registration deadline is January 13, 2023.

Register at rollinghillszoo.org or scan the QR code.

As One Of Our Amazing Volunteers!

Join Us 
Saturday, 

January 21, 
2023...

11:30 a.m. 
to 

1:30 p.m...

Girls Overnight Camp • Ages 7-12  
Friday, February 10th 

7:30 p.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
$50 for Members  •  $65 for Non-members 

Includes Daughter & 
Mother/Adult Female Chaperone* 

Overnight Camp Includes:
Craft • Movie • Game • Zoo/Museum Tour

Live Animal Encounters • Snack • Breakfast
Bring your own sleeping bag/pillow. 
Campers will be sleeping indoors. 

Minimum of 20 girls. Maximum of 30 girls.

REGISTER ONLINE at rollinghillszoo.org 
or Scan the QR Code!

For The Love
Of Animals 

One in 6 individuals have a sensory 
need or an invisible disability, 
including those with PTSD, autism, 
dementia, and stroke, just to name a 
few.  Sensory needs are a common 
medical condition in which the 
brain has trouble receiving and 
responding to information that 
comes in through the senses.  
In fact, common sounds, lights, 
crowds, and even certain smells, 
might not only be overwhelming 
but also physically painful.  

KultureCity was founded in 
2013 by Julian Maha and wife 
Dr. Michele Kong after Maha 
witnessed his son, who has autism, 
experiencing a “meltdown” in 
a barber shop when a stranger 
yelled at and grabbed him.  Maha said after that day 
he was inspired to try to make public spaces more 
accessible for those struggling with sensory issues and 
cofounded KultureCity, which has now established over 

900 sensory inclusive spaces in more 
than five countries.

In 2022, Rolling Hills Zoo became 
Sensory Inclusive Certified 
through Kulture City, with all RHZ 
employees achieving Sensory 
Inclusive Certification.   For guests 
who are sensory sensitive, sensory 
bags designed to help sensory 
needs in both adults and children 
can be checked out for free.  Each 
bag includes items that can help 
lessen sensory overload, including 
noise cancelling headphones and 
fidget toys.  Signage has also been 
placed in the zoo and museum 
for designated Quiet Areas and 
where guests may experience 
loud noises or strong smells.   A 

sensory Quiet room, located below Safari Station, is also 
being created for our guests.    

 *Accommodations can be made for 
single-parent fathers if needed.

Rolling Hills Zoo Now KultureCity® Certified



New Species
Rolling Hills Zoo’s (RHZ) 
newest addition is a one-
year-old southern cassowary, 
named Lembu, Indonesian 
for "cow". RHZ’s cassowary 
is approximately 4’ tall and 
weighs about 47 lbs. This 
large, flightless bird is most 
closely related to the emu 
and native to Northern 
Australia, New Guinea, and 
surrounding islands. 

Hatched on October 15, 
2021, he was one of two 
male chicks in the brood, 
both hand raised. Since 
being hand raised, Lembu 
enjoys the company of 
humans and interaction 
with his keepers, but gets 
nervous with groups of 

people. He loves water in the form of misters, pools, 
or mud puddles, as well as watermelon and grapes. 
During training Lembu voluntarily walks onto a scale 
and target.

While Lembu is still young and his coloring hasn’t 
changed yet, cassowaries are generally jet black as 
adults, covered in dense, two-quilled black feathers 
that, from a distance, look like hair. The fabulous skin 
colors on their face and neck of turquoise, blue, red 
and golden yellow vary according to species. These 
exotic birds have a casque, also called a helmet, which 
starts to develop on top of their head at one to two 
years of age. The casque is made of a sponge-like 
material and covered with a thick layer of keratin. 

The cassowary is rightfully considered the most 
dangerous bird in the world with a dagger-like claw 
on the inner toe of each foot that is up to 4 inches 
long. A cassowary can slice open any predator or 
potential threat with a single swift kick. Its powerful 
legs help the cassowary run up to 31 mph through 
the dense forest underbrush. It can jump nearly 7 feet 
straight up and swims like a champ, so it is quite good 
at fending off threats or escaping danger. 

Cassowaries are frugivorous and feed on the fruits of 
several hundred rainforest plants.  

Two New Females Join The Mob
Two female kangaroos recently traveled from the St. 
Louis Zoo to join the Rolling Hills Zoo mob.  Jolene is 
3 years and 8 months old, while Polly Pocket is one 
year and 7 months old.  Both are recommended as 
future breeders.  

New Genetics for Group
Twenty male Madagascar hissing roaches were 
transported from the Micke Grove Zoo, Lodi, CA, to 
RHZ to add new genetics to our existing group of 
Madagascar hissing roaches.  

Changes At North America
At the beginning of 2023, guests will notice some 
changes being made to the North America exhibit 
as RHZ’s white-tailed deer, Maisy, and pronghorn 
antelope, Dahlia, make the move to the Hutchinson 
Zoo. Once that move has taken place, RHZ’s ostriches, 
Daryl, Sukie and Alexandra, will be moved to North 
America (although the name will change!), giving 
them more space to stretch their legs and run.   

New Introductions 
On December 16th introductions were started 
between our male African painted dog, 
Chuck Norris  (pictured here) 
and two new 
female African 
painted dogs, 
Lala and Raina. 
This sister pair are 
4 years old and 
came to RHZ from 
the Cincinnati Zoo 
as companions for 
Chuck. Both are lovely 
and curious dogs, 
and the keepers are 
anxious to get to 
know them better in the 
coming months.  

Stay tuned for more 
exciting changes to come!   

what's new
AT THE ZOO
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Animal Encounters  •  $100 
Your guests will get up close & learn about 3 
Ambassador Animals!
Private Tram  •  $200 
1-hour private tram ride through the Zoo.

Birthday Party Add-Ons: 
Subject to availability. Must book at least 2 
weeks in advance.
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Safari Station Birthday Parties
Make your child's birthday party the wildest one yet at Rolling Hills Zoo! 
We'll host your child's birthday party in our newly renovated Safari Station 
for a FUN, entertaining, one-of-a-kind birthday bash for your child!

Recommended Age of Guest of Honor: 1 - 12

Length of Party: 1 Hour + additional time for Add-Ons (See Add-Ons below)

Available Times: Parties will take place during operating hours - 
Peak-Season: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. ; Off-Season: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Price: $300. Booked upon availability: $50 security deposit required at the 
time of booking, which can be applied to the cost of the package.

A party host will be there to meet-and-greet you and your guests! 
Parties held rain or shine.

P R A I R I E  C O N S E R V A T I O N  E F F O R T S

Imagine being able to travel back in time to a 
place we now call the Great Plains. Place yourself in 
the middle of a 180 million acre expanse of native 
grasslands. You would find a world much different 
than what we have today on that same ground. Back 
then, the North American prairie was untouched by 
modern civilization - an ecosystem thriving with a 
wide diversity of grasses, insects, and mammals, like 
bison and deer. You wouldn’t find many trees, nor 
many large bodies of water, as the creeks and rivers 
were wider and ran much clearer. The flora and fauna 
were well adapted to live in a region that didn’t get 
a lot of consistent rain, and the grasses’ deep roots 
tightly held the soil in place when the rains did fall. 
Lighting storms would occasionally set the prairie 
ablaze searing off the old dry grass and making way 
for fresh vegetation - renewing large swaths of land at 
a time. The early native populations quickly learned 
to use fire to manage the prairie for hunting, travel 
and protection from a non-prescribed fire.

Today much of the 180 million acres of native grass 
has disappeared. It is estimated that only 1% of virgin 
prairie remains. Among the many problems that our 
large grasslands/pastures face today is encroachment 
on non-native plants and trees. Fire is an efficient and 
cost effective tool to help control the spread of the 
vegetative pest, but is often seen as a dangerous and 
potential catastrophic undertaking, making fire an 
underused resource. 

Rolling Hills Zoo is committed to doing our part in 
caring for our native grasslands and becoming a leader 
in local conservation efforts. When local landowners/
managers were looking to form a local prescribed 
burn association, Rolling Hills Zoo was among several 
proprietors to take a leading role to form the Smoky 
Hills Prescribed Burn Association. The goal of the PBA 
is to be a resource for landowners who wish to use 
fire on their land to accomplish their management 
goals. Simply keeping woody plant material off 
the grasslands will benefit the land, no matter the 
use of the land - whether it is for grazing cattle or 
holding the land in a conservation program.  Ways 
that Rolling Hills Zoo is contributing to the SHPBA 
is providing use of its conference center space for 
business meetings as well as using the Zoo’s address 
as its operation site. The Zoo also has an elected 
board member, Horticulture Manager, Gerrett Morris, 
who is the elected Secretary/Treasurer. 

If you would like more information about the prescribed burn association 
feel free to reach out to Gerrett at gerrett@rollinghillszoo.org.

 ● 1 hour in Safari Station
 ● Games
 ● Birthday cookies, water, & 
lemonade

 ● Napkins
 ● Party favors for each child

 ● Special backpack for 
birthday child

 ● Admission to the Zoo & 
Wildlife Museum for up to 
15 people

 ● 5 additional guests may be 
added for $100

Safari Station Birthday Party Includes:

For details and pricing call 785-827-9488 
ext.114 or email kris@rollinghillszoo.org.



MARCH 11-19, 2023

SPRING BREAK:Go WILDGo WILD

EVERY DAY, ALL DAY:
• Keeper Encounters 

Throughout the Day
• Animal Meet-&-Greets
• Tram Rides ($5)
• Kid’s Country Feed Station
• Daily Restaurant Specials
• 10% OFF featured animal 

related items at the Gift 
Shop($)

All activities subject to change without notice.
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FOR WINE LOVERSFOR WINE LOVERS

Choose from TWO great 
Wild at Heart Packages 

for your Valentine!
Both packages include 
FREE delivery in Salina 
on Valentine's Day! Or, 
ship WAH package(s) 
to your out-of-town 

sweetheart(s). (S&H $)
Deadlines: 

In-town FREE delivery is 
Feb. 10th. Out-of-town 

shipping is Feb. 3rd. 

Order a Wild at Heart Package for 
Your Sweetheart - or Sweethearts!

Order Online!

Wild at Heart Adoption Package • $35

"This Poo Made Me Think Of You" Package • $15

Gift Bag Filled With:
• Animal Plush

• Valentine Chocolates

• Certificate of 
Adoption

• Photo of Animal

• Animal Fact Sheet

Your Poo Package will include our 
PooPooPaper™ 4” x 4” notepad, 
made of recycled and odorless 
paper products made from animal 
poo, plus a sweet treat!
*PooPooPaper™ Notepad designs will vary.

Go to rollinghillszoo.org & 
click on Wild at Heart to 

order, or scan the QR code!

You Choose the Animal:



For more information on upcoming events visit our website at rollinghillszoo.org 7

1/2-PRICE ADMISSION FOR CHILDREN 12 & UNDER
ZOOrific EGGs activities occur between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
• Egg Hunt at the Bunny Patch - Children 12 & under will receive an egg carton to fill 

with eggs hidden in the patch. (One visit to the Bunny Patch. 12 egg limit per child.)

• Photo Opportunities at the Bunny Patch

• Golden Egg Hunt with THREE Golden Eggs hidden 
in the Zoo, each with a $100 RHZ Gift Shop gift 
certificate. (Will be found within viewing & reaching 
distance of walking paths.)

• Keeper Encounters Throughout the Day

• Live Animal Encounters

• Overlook Restaurant Lunch Special ($)

SATURDAY, APRIL 1st

Wagons 
are now 

available 
for rent 

at the 
gift shop 

for

$10
 ● Get informed with Keeper Encounters 

focused on endangered species.

 ● We'll shine a spotlight on nature, wildlife 
conservation and green energy.

 ● Learn tips on how we can all do our part 
to help protect our planet.

 ● Kids can get interactive and hands-on 
with "Touch-A-Trucks"

 ● Get ready to win with a few giveaways!

JOIN US ON 
SATURDAY, APRIL 22nd
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
During this year's Party for the 
Planet, we'll be raising awareness 
about the challenges 
that face our planet!


