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Meaningful experiences in our youth often shape 
who we become. This statement certainly rings 
true throughout my life. It all started one day when 
my family went to the local pet store. After careful 
consideration, or more likely a whim, we came home 
with a beautiful blue budgerigar, or parakeet, named 
Spencer. Instantly, I was hooked on everything having 
to do with birds. Little did I know, that at the age of 10 
the trajectory of my future would be locked after this 
experience. 

That tiny bird introduced me to animal training 
and husbandry. One parakeet became two and two 
became many. Next a small group of various other 
parrots soon joined the flock, one of which still 
lives with my family over 30 years later. Through the 
developing love of all things avian, I learned of an 
opportunity in my hometown of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
to volunteer as a citizen scientist. This experience 
involved a historic conservation reintroduction of the 
fastest animal in the world and the species that would 
hold my attention above all others to this day, the 
peregrine falcon.

Peregrine falcons nearly went extinct due to the 
chemical pesticide DDT. Human intervention 
was needed to help restore their numbers, 
and it was soon realized that cities 
resembled the cliffs and boulders 
these falcons naturally inhabit. Not 
to mention the abundance of 
food available in the form 
of pigeons. Young falcons, 
hatched and raised under 
the care of humans, were released in 
such a way where natural instincts 
could guide development. Hundreds 
of hours under the watchful eyes of 
an army of volunteers - of which I was 
one, was spent observing the baby 
falcons embrace the wilds of city life. 
Instinct quickly takes over once released 
from acclimated accommodations high 
atop buildings, and the fledgling 
falcon’s first flights took 
place without any need 

for instruction from parent birds. Soon their flying 
skills increased and so did their ability to hunt for 
themselves. Food provided by humans was needed 
less and less as the falcons caught prey with more 
frequency. By the end of summer these birds reached 
their full potential as top predators, no longer needing 
any help from their human caregivers. They behaved 
as wild falcons should, even migrating away before 
returning to the same buildings years later as adults 
to naturally breed in the nooks and crannies found 
throughout the city skyline.

Those summers I spent observing this species slowly 
crawl its way back from the brink of extinction 
profoundly impacted the way I viewed my role toward 
conserving the natural world. To think a species, which 
nearly disappeared from the wild due to humans, 
could also be saved by humans. In 1999, this really hit 
home when the peregrine falcon was officially taken 
off the endangered species list.

Such an incredible feeling knowing I had a hand, 
albeit a miniscule part, in restoring an entire species. 
Through the years, I have often wondered how many 

other youth are lucky enough to encounter deep 
viewpoint focusing experiences such as I had. These 
early opportunities most certainly led me down a 

path to work on other endangered species 
conservation projects such as our nation’s 

symbol, the bald eagle (restored due 
to human reintroduction efforts and 
removed from endangered species list 
in 2007), multiple species of parrots, 
prairie chickens, black-footed ferrets, 

and others.

Successful conservation projects are 
thrilling testaments to the power 
we as humans have to protect 
and conserve our natural world. 
Unfortunately, the sad fact remains 
we are not doing nearly enough. 

I T  S T A R T E D  W I T H
FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Car ShowGiving back to central Kansas communities is at 
the core of what The Bennington State Bank (BSB) 
stands for. With their roots founded in the rural 
town of Bennington, the bank’s 
leadership is passionate about 
charitable giving. BSB donates 
time, effort and financial resources 
to causes that contribute to the 
well-being of others and our local 
communities. 
The Bennington State Bank 
stepped up in big way for 
Kansas communities as 2020-
21 brought unprecedented 
challenges. BSB donated $12,500 
to the Salina Area United Way 
Covid Emergency Relief Fund 
and continues each day to 
help local small businesses and individuals survive 
with forgivable PPP Loans. BSB strives to create a 
positive effect and be a driving force for good in our 
communities. 
For over 130 years, BSB has connected with and 
supported central Kansas communities. Banking 
with BSB not only benefits you, but helps build the 
local economy as BSB gives back thousands of dollars 
each year to support countless individuals and local 
organizations such as Rolling Hills Zoo. 
As a Corporate Sponsor with Rolling Hills Zoo over 
the last thirteen years, The Bennington State Bank 

believes the Zoo plays an important part in your 

community’s quality of life. From special events to 
family outings, the Zoo is a great place for people of 
all ages to connect with nature and animal species 

from around the world. 
BSB proudly serves its 
customers with branches in 
Salina, Bennington, Abilene, 
Minneapolis, Wamego, Sylvan 
Grove, and Lucas Kansas. BSB 
strives to be the community 
bank of choice in the regions 
we serve. Each day, the bank 
aims to be a trusted financial 
partner operating with integrity, 
fairness and professionalism. 
BSB takes pride in being able 
to offer personalized service for 
all of your banking needs. BSB 

provides its customers with all the leading edge 
technology found at larger banks, but they pair it with 
personalized care and service of a local hometown 
bank. The Bennington State Bank understands and 
cares about central Kansas communities! 
The Bennington State Bank would not be 
successful without their customers, employees, and 
communities!  Member FDIC

The Bennington State Bank Supports Local
Rolling Hills Zoo's Corporate Sponsor

Cornell University recently found the overall population of birds in North 
America has declined by nearly 3 billion since 1970. In addition, grassland bird 
populations have declined by more than half! These numbers and percentages 
are staggering and this is just birds alone. The sad truth is that biodiversity is 
declining on our planet at an unprecedented pace. Assuring a better future 
for the natural world and also ourselves will not be easy. However, as I have 
personally experienced in my lifetime - certainly not impossible!

My entire adult life has been dedicated to conservation and I am extremely 
excited to bring my life’s work to Rolling Hills Zoo. This conservation gem in the 
heart of the prairie provides opportunities to touch hearts and ignite passion 
in all of our guests, uniting us all in an effort to save wildlife. Who knows which 
child that mimics the honking from our flamboyance of flamingos, stares in 
awe at the height of a giraffe, grows up in our education camps, or learns about 
the extreme loss of habitat for orangutans in the wilds of Indonesia, will be 
inspired to become our next conservation hero. Seemingly simple, in-person 
interactions at zoos and aquariums have the ability to inspire individuals to 

drastically change the trajectory for the natural world toward a positive future. It will not be easy, but there is 
hope, and it is not too late to make a difference. Who knows what animal could inspire you during your next 
visit to Rolling Hills Zoo!
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It All Started With a Parakeet continued...

This Spring Bennington State Bank Begins 
Rolling Hills Zoo Tuesday Trivia on Facebook. 

Answer Correctly & You Could WIN!

Ryan VanZant



Your Ticket Includes...
• BBQ chicken, pulled pork, 

mac & cheese, coleslaw, & 
ice cream

• Three (3) drink tickets for 
beer or soda. (Cash bar 
available for additional beer.)

• Complimentary vehicle registration (If registering)
• Commemorative Dash Plaque (For 1st 100 Car 

Show Registrants)
• Special RHZ Gift (All Car Show Registrants)
• Live music by King Midas & the Mufflers, playing hits 

from the 50s to the 70s!
Enter a vehicle, and/or come & enjoy the party!

"Best of" trophies & two $200 cash prizes will be awarded! 
TICKET PRICES THROUGH JUNE 13th 

$28/Single, 21+  •  $18/Single, Under 21  •  $45/Couple
TICKET PRICES ON & AFTER JUNE 14th 

$35/Single, 21+  •  $25/Single, Under 21  •  $55/Couple

Car Show

present...

Purchase Your TICKETS ONLINE NOW!

Join us for our annual 
Zoo Cruise Car Show!

SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2021 
5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

After the escorted car show cruise through 
Salina and out to the Zoo, the cars will 

be showcased on zoo grounds while you 
enjoy the evening’s festivities. 

Keeper Encounters throughout 
the day! Treat Mom to a special 

lunch at the Overlook Restaurant!

Sunday, May 9th
Moms Get in FREE!

Wild
Moms

about

Keeper Encounters throughout 
the day! Treat Dad to a 

rockin' lunch special at the 
Overlook Restaurant!

Sunday, June 20th
Dads Get in FREE!

DADS
ROCK!

theMarket
Shop

101 S SANTA FE · DOWNTOWN SALINA 
785.823.5855 

SALINA,KS

present...
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SALINA,KS

NEW THIS YEAR! Get Your Low Ridin' Zoo Cruisin Tee!
You have the option on the Online Zoo Cruise Car Show Form to order a Low 

Ridin' "Zoo Cruisin" T-Shirt, originally priced at $19, for just $15 each!
You may pre-order these tees 'til May 5th! Limited quantities - so grab yours FAST! 

Available in adult sizes small, medium. large, XL and XXL. Order yours today! 



Oh Baby!  
Rolling Hills Zoo has been 
celebrating the birth of 
several new members to 
its animal family!  

A Tall Order 

Korey, the second 
giraffe calf born at RHZ, 
came into the world on 
December 17th. This 
was the first calf born 
to Billie, the Zoo’s ten-
year-old female giraffe, 
and the second calf sired 
by father, Btuanya (BT), 
the first being JoJo in 
2016 (BT passed away in 

October 2020). Born at 6’ tall, Korey is now towering 
over 7’ and trying new foods.   

Scimitar-Horned Oryx Surprise!

RHZ’s animal care team knew 
there was a possibility that Seska, 
the scimitar-horned oryx, might 
be pregnant when she arrived 
at RHZ this last fall, but were still 
pleasantly surprised the morning 
of February 24th when they 
discovered a calf had been born.  
Weighing 7.4 kg at birth, the calf 

was RHZ’s 
first oryx 
birth.   

The calf initially required 
a little extra care from the 

zoo’s animal care team, 
but was soon back with 
his mother. He can often 
be seen doing “zoomies” 
around the oryx habitat, 
but is typically curled 
up in the sun when 
not nursing - staying 
away from mom, 
which mimics a calf’s 
behavior in the wild 
to evade predators. If 
you look closely you 
can also see his horns 
starting to grow.

With only 214 animals 
in the SSP oryx 

population, RHZ is one 
of only 18 AZA facilities 

to hold this endangered species, and the only zoo in 
Kansas.  

Wallaby Joey

A new wallaby joey recently made its appearance as 
he (or she) has been spotted sticking its head out of 
mama’s pouch. While this was our first sighting of 
this joey, it is already 6 to 7 months old. Guests can 
start seeing this joey venturing out of its pouch, but 
look quick as it will pop back in at the first sign of 
danger. This is Marge’s second joey, which was sired 
by Barley. 

Sherman the Snow Leopard 
In January, RHZ announced the arrival of a new snow 
leopard, Sherman, from Seneca Park Zoo, Rochester, 
NY.  Born on May 27, 2019, Sherman was the first 
offspring of Seneca Park Zoo’s female snow leopard, 
Timila, sired by their male, Kaba. He was raised at 
Seneca Park Zoo where the guests loved watching 

him grow up.  

At just over 18 months, Sherman 
is a spunky character - friendly, 
outgoing and playfully curious.  He 
loves toys, boxes, bags, rope knots 
and scents as his enrichment.  He 
is very friendly and talkative, and 
loves to interact with his keepers.  
Sherman has been trained to 
participate in his own healthcare, 
knowing multiple behaviors, 
including how to sit, stand up, lie 
down, and line up for exams and 
injections. 

A New Resident In North America
Our newest resident to the North American exhibit is 
Maisy, a white tailed deer.  At a year and nine months, 
Maisy came to RHZ as an orphaned fawn. Maisy is 
already best friends with Dahlia, the pronghorn, and 
Iris, the Zoo’s other white-tailed deer. 

Seeing Red
The Reptile Building 
at RHZ now has four 
new red-eyed tree frogs 
on exhibit. Native to 
Neotropical rainforests in 
Mexico, Central America, 
and Colombia, these 
gorgeous amphibians 
sleep by day stuck to 
leaf-bottoms with their 
eyes closed and body 
markings covered. 

Animal Updates: What's New at the Zoo?



Rolling Hills Zoo depends on the generosity of our donors 
and sponsors each year to offer incredible experiences for 
our guests.  
New Zoo Exhibit & Wildlife Museum Diorama Sponsors:
• Vietnamese Mossy Frogs sponsored by Christopher, 

Mandi, Andrew & Camille Graber  
• The Rainforest Diorama sponsored by The Tenny Family 
• Desert Tortoises sponsored by Liam, Owen & Theo in 

honor of Jacob Ryan
• Arapawa Goats sponsored by First Bank Kansas 
Diorama Sponsorship Renewals:
• Zambezi River sponsored by Mike Berkley Family
• Wolves Stalking Caribou sponsored by Mark & Jane 

Berkley
• Survival of the Fittest sponsored by Ralph &  

Carolyn Bennett
• Southwestern Buttes sponsored by Al & Doris 

Schwan Foundation 
• Pride of the Lions sponsored by Bennington State Bank 
• Middle East Desert/Markhor sponsored by 

Arrow Printing 
• Land of the Tiger/Urials sponsored by Hal J. & Eleanor 

L. Berkley
• Europe/Red Deer sponsored by Mahaska 

Bottling Company
• Europe sponsored by Don C. & Florence M. McCune 
• African Rainforest sponsored by Hampton & Royce, L.C. 
• Lion Hunt sponsored by The Bank of Tescott
• Wall Art of the Tonga Islands sponsored by Elizabeth & 

Rob Garrison

If you're interested in a Zoo exhibit or diorama 
sponsorship, please contact Linda Henderson at 

785-827-9488 x131 or email linda@rollinghillszoo.
org for details. Your sponsorship supports your Zoo 
while creating experiences that touch hearts and 

ignite a passion to save amazing wildlife. 

When disturbed, they flash their bulging red eyes 
and reveal their huge, webbed orange feet and 
bright blue-and-yellow flanks. This technique 
is called startle coloration, which may startle a 
predator long enough to give the frog time to 
spring to safety.  

Mourning the Loss of Darius
The RHZ family is mourning the loss of Darius, 
our 18 year old Amur leopard. Over the past year 
Darius has been treated for renal failure, and 
while his kidney function was declining,  blood 
work indicated he was in stage 4 kidney failure.  
Unfortunately kidney failure is relatively common 
in big cats as part of the aging process. While one 
can only “buy” a little more time with supportive 
care, chronic kidney failure is not reversible.  Once 
Darius became more lethargic and stopped 
eating, combined with the lab findings, it was 
decided that humanely euthanizing him was the 
kindest option available. 

Darius took his time in warming up to the keepers, 
but once they earned his trust they saw a very 
different side of him. “Being solitary by nature, 
it was always a highlight of my day when Darius 
would come over and lay down in front of me or 
roll over and show me his stomach and reach 
his paws out toward me,” shared Head Keeper, 
Devney Olson-Bowen. “I will also miss his calls 
out to the other animals in the park every day. He 
always let everyone know he was there.”

Darius will be missed greatly by his RHZ family.  

T H A N K  YO U 
To Our Exhibit & Diorama 

S P O N S O R S
A HUGE Thank you to these 

New and Renewal Zoo Exhibit and 
Wildlife Museum Diorama Sponsors
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Darius will be greatly missed.
Amur Leopard



1st Tuesday of Every Month • AND • Every Tuesday in June & July, at 10 a.m.
June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  •  July 6, 13, 20, 27

Toddler Tuesday is an educational experience for toddlers, ages 1–5, where toddlers will 
enjoy a special story time, learn more about the animal featured in the story, create a 
fun craft, and enjoy playtime. Then, enjoy a stroll through the Zoo, the Museum, or both.

Toddler Tuesday is included with paid admission. 
Members get in FREE. 

Meet in the Wildlife Museum lobby at 10 a.m.

toddler
tuesday

CAMPS START jUNE 1st! to enroll, visit us online!
Go to rollinghillszoo.org. Click on Education & scroll for Summer Camps!

Without Meal: $105/Member  •  $110/Non Member
With Meal*: $135/Member  •  $140/Non Member

Dates: Tuesday, June 1 - Friday, June 4  •  Time: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Description: Join us as we explore the many jobs involved in taking care of the Zoo’s animals while also creating 

a great experience for our Zoo visitors. You'll get to participate in hands-on activities and special experiences 
under the direction of our Animal Care Staff. You’ll also gain a better understanding of the diversity of zoo 

careers that can be found at RHZ and other zoos.  
The meal options are: Regular Single Hamburger • OR • Chicken Quesadilla • OR • 2 Corn Dogs.
Meal also includes chips, fruit snacks and RHZ water.    *Prepaid meals can be ordered daily.

JUNIOR ZOOKEEPER CAMP
Ages 12 -15

$25/Member Per Day  •  $30/Non Member Per Day 
$65/Member for Monday-Thursday  •  $85/Non Member for Monday-Thursday

Dates: June 7 - July 15  •  Times: 9:00 a.m. - Noon for Both Age Groups
Description: These 4-day camps include Zoo & Wildlife Museum tours, animal showings, stories, games & crafts. 
Each week presents a different theme! Snacks provided daily. Must be registered by the Thursday prior to 
selected camp week.

kids SUMMER CAMPS
Ages 4 - 6  •  AGES 7 - 12

Week 1 • June 7-10 • Fantastic Flyers or Not?
Week 2 • June 14-17 • Rapid Runners
Week 3 • June 21-24 • Radical Reptiles & 

Awesome Amphibians

Week 4 • June 28- July 1 • Jazzy Jumpers
Week 5 • July 5-8 • Playful Prowlers
Week 6 • July 12-15 • Connected Conservationists
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For more information on ANY of these, or other upcoming events:
Call (785) 827-9488, ext. 114 or visit our website: www.rollinghillszoo.org 7

"Break" for Conservation

ARMED FORCES DAY

For all active and retired military 
and their immediate families. 

(Military ID required.)

Presented By:

Sponsored By:

Rolling Hills Zoo 
Honors 

All Military!
THANK YOU 

for Your Service!

Saturday, 
May 15th

FREE ADMISSION

Enjoy breakfast in the Zoo, & get a peek of 
the animals beginning their day. Keepers 

will give a presentation followed by a Q&A. 
All sessions begin at 8 a.m.

AVAILABLE SAFARI BREAKFASTS 
June 5th • Chimpanzees 

July 3rd • Giraffe or Andean Bears 
August 7th • Rhinos or Tamarins/Lemurs

Members Adults $12 • Children $9
Non Members Adults $20 • Children $14

Reservations are required. 
For each session's menu and to 

make reservations visit us at 
www.rollinghillszoo.org

We Invite You 
to Celebrate 

Party for the Planet 
April 24th

Give your staff a "Break" with a "Break Tray" of 
your choice & support wildlife conservation! 

With your purchase, your office will also receive 
an Animal Adoption - tiger, rhino or giraffe!

PLUS, each Admin. Professional will also 
receive a bag of chocolate truffles.

Your tray will be delivered on April 21st, 
between 8 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Your order must be received by April 15th. 
Limited availability!

We'll have Keeper Encounters 
throughout the day 
and a delicious lunch 
special at the 
Overlook 
Restaurant!

Assorted 
Cookie Tray

4 Guests $24
8 Guests $48
12 Guests $60

Dessert 
Platter

4 Guests $30
8 Guests $60
12 Guests $90

Brunch 
Platter

4 Guests $36
8 Guests $72
12 Guests $99

presents...

ORDER ONLINE NOW!
rollinghillszoo.org

From 10 am - 12 pm at the 
Salina Drive-Thru Recycling Center 

125 W North St, Salina, KS
Meet RHZ’s own George the Giraffe and 

Rowdy Rhino and receive a free gift when 
you do your part by to save the planet!

From 9 am - 4 pm at at Rolling Hills Zoo

Reusable straws will be handed out at 
admission!* Keeper Encounters throughout 
the day. BYO reusable bottle & get a FREE 
fountain drink at the Overlook Restaurant.

$6 Signature Honey Pepper Chicken 
Mac & Cheese & $2 Dirt Pudding Dessert.

*While supplies last.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
APR 6 Toddler Tuesday
APR 21 Administrative 

Professionals Day 
"Break" for Conservation 
Deliveries

APR 23 Boys-Only Overnight 
Camp

APR 24 Party for the Planet
MAY 1 Safari Breakfast
MAY 4 Toddler Tuesday
MAY 9 Wild About Moms
MAY 15 Armed Forces Day
MAY 29 Memorial Day Weekend

MAY 31 Memorial Day
JUNE 1 Toddler Tuesday
JUNE 1-4 Junior Zookeeper Camp
JUNE 5 Safari Breakfast
JUNE 7 Summer Camps Begin
JUNE 8 Toddler Tuesday
JUNE 15 Toddler Tuesday
JUNE 19 Zoo Cruise Car Show
JUNE 20 Dads Rock!
JUNE 22 Toddler Tuesday
JUNE 29 Toddler Tuesday

e

ANNUAL CORPORATE SPONSORS

Touching Hearts • Igniting Passion
Saving Wildlife

Our Mission
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Founder:
Charles W. Walker

1932-2012

If you no longer wish to receive the Animal Tales newsletter, please contact 
Kathy Tolbert at kathy@rollinghillszoo.org or by calling 785-827-9488 ext. 131.

Each large tree in the Wildlife Museum was made to camouflage the beams 
that hold up the Museum’s ceiling. Made of Styrofoam and cement, each took 

approximately 200 man-hours to create.

The other trees in the Museum are Osage orange hedge trees, taken from Charlie 
Walker’s ranch. Known for their hard wood, they are not easily harmed by bugs or 
disease.  After the hedge trees had been sprayed and cured, each was covered with 
a thin layer of Elmer’s Glue to preserve them. Because of the large number of trees 

that needed to be covered, the Zoo was ordering Elmer’s Glue by the drum.   

A Little Wildlife Museum Trivia


