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Best Golf Rangefinder Reviews: Ultimate Buying Guide for Laser 
Golf Rangefinders 

 Life is easier with advanced technologies, inventions, scientific applications, and ideas. We save 
time and money with the help of computers and software. Our modern world is full of techie goodies 
and this has trickled over into sports and hobbies. The popular game of golf benefits from said 
modernizations by implementing the use of GPS and laser golf rangefinders. Golf distance finders use 
satellite tracking and/or a beam of light to give the golfer a more accurate distance between him or 
herself and the hole. Golf involves reasoning, physics, and mathematics so a great golfer should be able 
to master their understanding of distance, slope, statistics, and other calculations like weather effects 
and golf club size and material. If golf is more than a hobby to you, you know it’s more than just hitting a 
ball with the right torque in the right direction. Even with the tools available, you need to make sense of 
all the numbers. Golfing range finders make it that much easier for you to elevate your expertise and 
focus on scoring that hole-in-one! 
 There are many rangefinders on the market so knowing which one to choose is determined by 
the purpose of your gaming. Rangefinders for golf can be split into two main categories and two 
additional sub-categories: 
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GPS rangefinders use the satellites in the 

Global Positioning System to map out the area 
of the golf course, including hazards and 

targets. It works just like any other GPS 
system, asking for a set destination to map 

before it begins computing yardages and 
distances around the course. Some GPS 

rangefinders can even come in the form of a 
golf rangefinder watch.  

LASER GPS 

SLOPE TOURNAMENT 

 
Laser rangefinders work by bouncing a laser 
off a point of interest (usually a target in the 
immeasurable-by-the-eye distance) to 
calculate the distance from the laser device to 
the object being pointed at. Once the button 
on the device is activated, the beam of light 
travels to the object and back, the device 
measures the time it takes for this to 
transpire, and finally gives an accurate 
yardage reading. 

 
Tournament edition rangefinders are safe to 

use in tournaments and competitions because 
the readings given are consistent with the 

normal line of sight of a player. Avoid 
disqualifications by unfair advantage when 

using a tournament legal rangefinder.  

 
Slope edition rangefinders have a feature 
that considers the uphill and downhill 
elevation effects that slope has on measuring 
yardage. This will add or subtract approximate 
distance based on data found, making your 
shot that much more accurate. 



 

GPS is widely used in golfing but has some hurdles that may deter shoppers. You will need to 
download course maps on a subscription-like basis but the satellite tracking gives a wider field of view 
displayed in graphics and color. The most popular golf rangefinders, by most accounts, are the laser golf 
rangefinders due to their extreme accuracy and standalone mechanism despite its range of view 
disadvantage.  The most adept golf rangefinder would incorporate both GPS and laser in the high-tech 
hybrid golf rangefinder line. This buying guide and the following product reviews will compare the best 
golf rangefinders of 2017 and give you the finest options for not only your budget, but also your golfing 
skill level. 

 

 

Bushnell Tour X Jolt Golf Laser GPS Rangefinder Review 

 

About this product 

Bushnell produces the most advanced piece of golfing equipment: a hybrid golf 
rangefinder with the ability to use slope features for leisure games when the red 
faceplate is attached. The alternate, USGA approved, black faceplate is perfect for 
competitive arenas. The fitted dual display technology on this Tour X Laser 
Rangefinder enhances visibility during changing light conditions. Get a clear picture of 
the course with GPS on the display. Plus, JOLT and PinSeeker, along with the installed 

2nd Generation E.S.P technologies give this product some of the highest yardage-measuring accuracies. 

 

Features 

• 3-Volt Lithium CR2 Battery 
• 2-year warranty 
• Exchange Technology allows you to decide laser or GPS mode 
• 6X Magnification with HD Optics 
• Ranging performance is suitable to 450+ yards from the flag 
• PinSeeker and JOLT Technology can hone in and lock the laser on the target 
• Slope Technology compensates for elevation changes that may otherwise skew 

distance measurements 
• Vivid, the red option, Display Technology improves visibility in all lighting situations 



• Black display option uses contrast to heighten visibility in bright light conditions 
• 2nd Generation ESP technology is faster and more exact than any other product on 

the market 
• Posi-Thread™ battery door 
• Manual, cleaning cloth, and carrying case included 
• Measurements are accurate to +/- 0.5 yards 
• Dimensions: approximately 1.5” x 4” x 3” 
• Weight: approximately 8 oz. 

 

Positives 

• Complete versatility – you have the option of using the laser or GPS functions 
which means no course or competition is off-limits or hard to measure 
• Swift lock on the pin – this device rapidly locks in on the flag, diminishing the risk 
of inaccuracy due to shaking hands while holding the rangefinder 
• Long lasting battery – play for rounds without needing a new battery as this one 

lasts 3-5 months 

 

Negatives 

• Higher priced – you must pay a larger price for this high-performing equipment 
due to the handful of technologies it uses 
• Focus wheel – the focus wheel is easy to move and thus you can accidentally 
lose focus on your target if you aren’t careful 

 

Recommended for: 

The Bushnell Tour X Jolt Golf Laser GPS Rangefinder is for the golfing expert who loves 
to play for fun, but also plays to win! This sporting investment, based on a collection 
of data, is likely to pay off if you are a competitive golfer. 

 

 

 



Bushnell Pro X7 Jolt Slope Rangefinder Review 

 

About this product 

This device offers some amazing features and high-end technologies you would expect 
from a golf laser slope edition rangefinder. Bushnell Golf produces this admired piece 
of equipment that usually sells out in a short amount of time. Customers love the 
installed JOLT Technology that sends vibrations through the device to inform you 
when it is locked on its target, the LCD display with Vivid Display Technology, and the 
E.S.P. 2 (“Extreme. Speed. Precision.”) Technology that provides faster yardage and 

more accuracy than former tools.  

 

Features 

• Fully waterproof 
• Limited 2-year warranty 
• Carrying case included 
• Slope Technology compensates for elevation changes that may otherwise skew 

distance measurements 
• 2nd Generation ESP technology is faster and more accurate than any other 

product on the market 
• PinSeeker and JOLT Technology can hone in and lock the laser on the target 
• Vivid, the red option, Display Technology improves visibility in all lighting situations 
• Black display option uses contrast to heighten visibility in bright light conditions 
• Measurements are accurate to +/- 0.5 yards 
• Ranging performance is suitable to 550+ yards from the flag 
• 7X Magnification with HD Optics 
• Posi-Thread™ battery door 
• 3-Volt 123 Battery 
• Tour certified 
• Dimensions: approximately 1.7” x 5.1” x 3.7” 
• Weight: approximately 12 oz. 

 

 



 

Positives 

• Comfortable design – the eyepiece rests gently on your face so using this device 
is simplistic 

• Larger dimensions – if shaky hands are a problem for you, the larger size of the 
X7 will give you more to grip and hold steady 

• Extra zoom – with the 7x magnification, it has the highest zoom of all the 
rangefinders 

 

Negatives 

• Tournaments disagree with the use of slope – some competitions still may not 
accept the ‘disable slope’ feature of this equipment and thus may not be suited 
for fair-play tournament policies 

• Heavy – if you are used to lighter-weight rangefinders, this one won’t make the 
list 

 

Recommended for: 

If the major focus is to up your game with the ability to detect variations in yardage 
with increasing and decreasing slope, and you play in tournaments that require 
certification and clearance of these technologies, then the Bushnell Pro X7 Jolt Slope 
Rangefinder is for you! Enjoy the advancements that give you an edge up on the 

common golfer with this easy-to-use product. Even the used golf rangefinders for sale will give you all 
the power of speed, exactness, and longevity in the game. 

 

 

 

Bushnell Tour V4 Rangefinder Review 

 

 



About this product 

Bushnell Golf pioneered the Patented Slope Technology, and packed it into the Tour 
V4 Slope Laser Rangefinder at an affordable price. You can toggle the slope feature on 
and off using the Slope Switch. Determining the slope of a course’s incline or decline 
before making your shot will drastically and dramatically change your strategy. This 

apparatus differs from its successors in that GPS is not a feature and it has the least magnification. 

 

Features 

• Approved for use in Tours when slope is disabled 
• Stable-Grip technology 
• Fast Focus System allows for the optic focus to be adjusted for increased clarity  
• Manufacturer’s 2-year warranty 
• 5X Magnification with HD Optics 
• Laser accurately measure in ranges from 5-1,000 Yards 
• Ranging performance is suitable to 400+ yards to the flag 
• Measurements are accurate to +/- 1.0 yards 
• PinSeeker and JOLT Technology 
• Slope Technology diminishes the need for “guestimations” when determining 

how hills effect yardage 
• Tour V4 Patriot Pack includes a premium carry case and a red, protective 

silicone skin  
• Water resistant 
• Posi-Thread™ battery door 
• 3-Volt CR2 battery 
• Dimensions: approximately 1.57” x 4.0” x 3.1” 
• Weight: approximately 6.6 oz. 

Other models include: Tour V4 and Tour V4 Shift 

 

Positives 

Moderately priced – cheap golf rangefinder with expert features 
Ergonomic design – lighter and more efficient for ease of use and accuracy; the 
lightest device in this series 

 

 

Negatives 

Water resistance – this is a great feature but it’s not waterproof 



Laser focus – this unit has been known to pick up other objects in the field of view so 
be sure to use steady grip and cross-reference the point the JOLT Technology picked 
up 
 

Recommended for: 

The Tour V4 is useful for the avid golfer who is looking for a game changer with the 
use of slope calculations. Being one of the preliminary laser rangefinders in its class, 
this device includes unbeatable features at a much lower price. 

 

Conclusion: An objective review of the available specs, features, and online ratings and reviews show 
that Bushnell is the brand to beat when it comes to luxury golfing equipment. If you are ready for the 
most versatile devices with the smartest technologies, these are the best golf rangefinders for you to 
choose from. Invest in your favorite sport and get better results! 

 

Best Laser Rangefinders under $200 
 Of all the golf rangefinder reviews and review sites on the internet, many of them only display 
the high-ticket items. Did you know, you can find the best laser rangefinders under $200 without 
sacrificing the professional quality of leading golf range finders? Laser rangefinders are highly crafted 
golfing contraptions that use laser technology found in hunting rangefinders and tactical range finding 
military gear. Before these rangefinders were released, golfers used optical rangefinders which were 
large and clunky and provided much less accuracy than what is commonly used today.  

The concept of the laser is quite simple to understand: if you refer to the Ultimate Buying Guide 
for Laser Golf Rangefinders you will learn that speed is the measurement of distance in yardage as the 
device picks up how long it takes an emitted laser beam to reach its target. If you took physics or algebra 
during school, you can see the d=rt formula at play here (where d = distance, r = rate, t = time). These 
handy rangefinders can swiftly and accurately solve for d by timing the trip the laser takes. Not only 
that, all the additional technologies that are discussed in this top cheap rangefinder list is what gives 
these gadgets such acclaim. Take a look at these three hand-selected golfing tools and decide for 
yourself which one is the best laser rangefinder under $200. 

 
Don’t miss huge rangefinder sales by spending 2-3 times LESS while still elevating your pro 

golfing skills! 

 

 



Nikon COOLSHOT 20 Golf Laser Rangefinder Review 

 

About this product 

The COOLSHOT 20 is the smallest laser rangefinder we could find, easily resting in the 
palm of your hand. With accurately sharp laser measurements, you can reduce the 
number of shots at the golf ball, improving your score. The durable, rain proofed 
encasing make this an excellent choice in golf yardage devices. 

 

Features 

• 6-550-yard measurement range 
• Rainproof  
• 6-power monocular with multi-layer coating for clear, crisp images 
• Diopter adjustment with Long Eye Relief 
• First Target Priority Mode is the technology that Nikon uses to detect the flag by 

giving the nearest measurement, canceling out the measurements of objects in 
the background 

• 8-Second Continuous Measurement button allows you to gauge the 
measurements of multiple targets, useful when many objects are present  

• CR2 Lithium Battery 
• Includes nylon case and strap 
• 2-year warranty 
• Angular field of view of 6 ° 
• Dimensions: approximately 3.6” x 1.5” x 2.9” 
• Weight: approximately 4.4 oz. 

 

Positives 

Price – gets the job done for much less than other brands 
Design – considers eyeglass wearers with the adjustable optic lens 
Travel – this equipment is easy to carry as the case has a strap that can easily attach to 
a golf bag or your belt 
Size and storage – can fit in your pocket which alleviates fumbling for your rangefinder 
on the field 



 
 

 

Negatives 

No slope feature – if you golf at various ranges and aren’t aware of the inclines and 
declines, not having a slope feature will hurt your shot 
No manual – this device is so easy to use it doesn’t come with a manual so if you like 
to read instructions, this rangefinder will disappoint 
 

Recommended for: 

Passionate golfers can get great use of this equipment in competitive games or just 
sporting with friends. If you are looking for an extremely accurate laser rangefinder 
for a fraction of the cost, the COOLSHOT 20 comes highly recommended. The compact 

design, 6x magnification, and diopter adjustment make it easy for failing eyes and hands. 

 

 

TecTecTec VPRO500 Golf Rangefinder Review  

 

About this product 

With three modes of Pinsensor Technology, TecTecTec competes in the professional 
pool of laser rangefinders with great stride! This is a smaller rangefinder with 
rubberized grips for an easy hold. The sleek, black design make it look far pricier than 
the actual cost while the rainproof material and shock-resistant case make it the most 

durable, cheap rangefinder out there. The VPRO500 employs the use of target and yard accuracy 
technologies that parallels some of the featured favorites. 

 

Features 

• Automatic shut-off that saves battery when not in use 
• Weather-resistant (water and dust) 
• 5-540-yard measurement range 



• Measurements are accurate to +/- 1.0 yards 
• Multi-layer coating for clearer, sharper images 
• 6X Magnification with diopter adjustment 
• Pinsensor Technology allows you to measure overlapping targets 
• Continuous Scan Mode is at work when your eyes are not, scanning in a 540-yard 

radius, detecting impeding hazards 
• First Target Priority technology can zero in on the flag with or without the flag 

marker and ignores objects in the background for the most accurate reading 
• 1-year warranty 
• Includes carrying case with strap, a microfiber cleaning cloth and quick start guide 
• CR2 Lithium Battery 
• Dimensions: approximately 4.1” x 1.6” x 2.8” 
• Weight: approximately 6.5 oz. 

 

Positives 

Simple operation – just point and press the power button far a fast yardage reading 
Multiple technologies – less is not more when it comes to this TecTecTec golfing toy; 
the use of three advanced measuring technologies give a more accurate reading than 
top brands 
Battery life – play more games with the automatic power down feature after periods 
of inactivity 
 

Negatives 

Easy to use but easy to lose – without the reflective carrying case, this device might be 
easy to misplace as it is all black and tiny 

 

Recommended for: 

The VPRO500 is constantly being compared to the Bushnell Laser Rangefinders so if 
you need professional-grade sight and computing for half the price, then this one is 
yours for the taking! In all its aesthetic glory, it really gives the competitive golfer a 
refined, superior edge over other players. 

 

 



Nikon 8397 ACULON AL11 Laser Rangefinder Review 

 

About this product 

The Aculon enhances performance with multi-layered LCD coating for a better picture 
than your eye can see. This rangefinder is small enough to fit in your pocket and easy 
to use with its single button operation. Target Priority technology ensures that the 
most distant target is picked up, avoiding proximal obstructions. The Long Eye Relief 

system with high-eyepoint design was created for maximum comfort as you traverse the course. Nikon 
keeps it simple with the easy-to-view, uncluttered screen output so you know just how many yards to 
swing in 1-meter/yard increments. 

 

Features 

• Water resistant 
• Combats against light reflection with a multilayer coating to provide higher light 

diffusion 
• 6X Magnification with diopter adjustment 
• Instant and accurate readings 
• 6-550-yard measurement range 
• Angular field of view of 6 ° 
• Viewfinder display shows meters and yards 
• Distant Target Priority Mode to safeguard against obstructions in front of the 

target 
• CR2 Lithium Battery 
• 2-year warranty 
• Angular field of view of 6 ° 
• Dimensions: approximately 3.6” x 1.5” x 2.9” 
• Weight: approximately 4.4 oz. 

 

 



 

Positives 

Rapid accuracy – delivers instant results that rivals more advanced equipment 
Cheap for the quality – for the low cost you are getting faster results with competitive 
accuracy 

 User friendly – with one touch you are on your way to becoming a pro golfer with 
increased clarity with high magnification and LCD display 
 

Negatives 

No angle compensation – without slope, you won’t be able to measure distances that 
fluctuate in increasing and decreasing elevation accurately 
Cannot submerge – this device is water-resistant but not waterproof so keep it 
protected in a downpour 
Does not compensate for objects distal to the target – you will need to have a steady 
hand as the laser may pick up objects behind the flag 

 

Recommended for: 

Nikon covers all its bases with the Aculon in that you can use this compact laser 
rangefinder on the golf range and in the hunting field without complicating either 
sport. The simple technology installed solves one problem: correct measurements 
from a distance. This device is best suited for individuals who have novice skills and 

are looking to understand the game of golf better. The low price allows you to grow in golf 
making no hasty large sum investments up front. Expert golfers will boast of the lightweight size 
and speedy functionality which can decrease the time it takes to operate, ultimately boosting 
game points.  

 

Conclusion: This unbiased review of the top rangefinders for golfing under $200 demonstrates how you 
can master your measurements and strategize your swing down to the yard! You can’t go wrong with 
any of these rangefinders for speed, accuracy, and extremely low price.  



Notes: 

1. Licensure information for pictures/icons used 
a. Images used in the diagram are CC0 Public Domain - Free for commercial use, 

No attribution required  
b. Images used as icons are a part of the Office Media Library end user agreement which 

allows the use of the images commercial or non-commercially, without the right to sell, 
license or distribute copies. 

2. In all pictures used within a website, be sure to include the description provided (found in the 
image title upon saving) in the ALT text. These images have been keyworded for optimal search 
engine pull. 

3. Be sure to DOUBLE CHECK the features on your product. I imagine them all being made the 
same way I researched them but it won’t hurt to cross reference with the link to the product 
you are highlighting. 

4. Consider adding the new Bushnell Pro X2 to the list 
5. I’d almost bet that the TecTecTec Rangefinder is better than the Nikon COOLSHOT 20, if you 

were listing them in order of descending greatness. I’d switch those two if you can. 
6. The Aculon is listed for hunting and target shooting, not necessarily golf. You can use it for golf 

but I wouldn’t recommend it. 
7. Also, it would be super helpful, not necessary, to have a comparison table, listing the devices 

side by side with their features 
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