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Wyoming Ground Water Association 

Upcoming Events 

• April 11– WWCB 
meeting - 10 am,   
Ramkota, Casper 

 

• April 12– WGWA 
Board Meeting – 10 
am, Ramkota, Casper 

 

• April 17-20—Wyoming 
Association of Rural 
Water Systems 
(WARWS) Spring Con-
ference @ Ramkota 

Mud Class– April 13, 2018  9 am to 3 pm  
Ramkota Hotel, Casper 
 
 

   Due to unforeseen circumstances, we have to 

cancel the mud class scheduled for Friday, April 

13, 2018.  We are hoping to reschedule this class 

for a date in the near future.   
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     It is no secret that humans have been known to fowl their own nest.  Hooker 

Chemical Company dumped at least 21 tons of toxic waste in the woods of the Love 

Canal area adjacent to Niagara Falls. This led to the relocation of 800 families and 

diagnosis in 33% of the residents with chromosomal damage, increased miscarriage, 

cancer and birth defect rates.  The Cuyahoga River running through Cleveland, OH was 

so polluted it caught fire as recently as 1969, spurring the action that led to the pas-

sage of the Clean Water Act of 1972. 

      We have created substances that greatly benefit industry and communities.  For 

example, PCB’s are a fantastic insulator but cause cancer! Others such as perfluoroal-

kyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) were/are widely used but their hazards are 

only recently becoming known. 

PFAS OVERVIEW 

PFAS are part of a large group of man-made chemicals that have been used in industry 

and consumer products since the 1950’s. They have been used in non-stick cookware, 

water-repellent clothing, stain resistant fabrics and carpets, some cosmetics, some 

firefighting foams, and products that resist grease, water, and oil. They have also been 

contained in some grease-resistant paper, fast food containers/wrappers, microwave 

popcorn bags, pizza boxes, and candy wrappers. 

PFAS EXPOSURE 

PFAS have generally been discharged into our waterways as effluent from industry.  

Interestingly, the greatest discharges occurred where firefighting foam was dispensed 

in training or in live fires, predominantly near military bases.  One can become ex-

posed to PFAS in low amounts by using the above noted consumer products.  More 

often, though, exposure comes through drinking contaminated municipal or private 

well water or eating fish caught from contaminated water.  PFAS are incredibly mobile 

and don’t break down naturally when exposed to air, water or sunlight. Even though 

American companies voluntarily ceased producing goods containing PFAS, they are 

still manufactured in other locations around the world.  Imported carpets, leather, 

apparel, textiles, paper and packaging, coatings, rubber and plastics may contain PFAS. 

PFAS HEALTH EFFECTS 

Studies in humans have shown that some PFAS affect growth, learning, and behavior 

of infants and older children, lower a woman’s chance of getting pregnant, increases 

cholesterol levels, affects the immune system and increases the risk of cancer. Labora-

tory animals have shown changes in liver, thyroid and pancreatic function as well as 

changes in hormone levels.  However, it isn’t known exactly which PFAS or combina-

tion of PFAS causes these health concerns.  More study and analysis is required. 

WHAT DO WE DO IF WE FEAR WE’VE BEEN EXPOSED TO PFAS? 

If you are concerned and choose to have your blood tested, test results will tell you 

how much of each PFAS is in your blood but it is unclear what the results mean in 

terms of possible health effects. The blood test will not provide information to pin-

point a health problem nor will it provide information for treatment. The blood test 

results will not predict or rule-out the development of future health problems related 

to a PFAS exposure. In fact, the CDC has measured PFAS levels in 1,000’s of blood sam-

ples since 1999 and determined that PFAS levels in blood declined by more than 60-

80%.  

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

PFAS have been mass produced for decades and are found in the blood of humans 

and animals throughout the world.  Because USA chemical companies have ceased 

manufacturing with PFAS, it is found less and less in our bloodstream.  Until we under-

stand its causal impact on our biology, we should exercise vigilance in our water 

testing, particularly near airports and military bases. 

Sources: 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas 

https://www.epa.gov/pfas/basic-information-about-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-

pfass 

Membership Dues 

• 2018-19 membership dues 
have been sent out.  If you 
have any questions, please 
contact  Jade. 

 

• If you have 3 or more peo-
ple in your business, it 
would be more beneficial to 
you to have a sustaining 
membership.  The cost is 
$410 and gives you up to 4 
voting delegates in Associa-
tion matters. 

 

• Active Membership is for 1-
2 people and the cost is 
$160 per Person 

 

• Just a reminder, member-
ship runs March 1, 2018– 
February 28, 2019 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/basic-information-about-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfass
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/basic-information-about-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfass


3 

News from WWCB 

 The Wyoming Board of Examining Water Well Drilling Con-

tractors & Water Well Pump Installation Contractors Board 

(WWCB) intends to promulgate rules to amend Chapter 3, 

“Fees,” and Chapter 6, “Application Review, Complaints, and 

Hearing Procedures,” and add Chapter 9, “Procedures, Fees, 

Costs, and Charges for Inspecting, Copying and Producing Pub-

lic Records,” of the Wyoming State Board of Examining Water 

Well Drilling Contractors & Water Well Pump Installation Con-

tractors Board’s rules. The Board is proposing to incorporate the 

Uniform Procedures, Fees, Costs and Charges for Inspecting, 

Copying and Producing Public Records. These rules were prom-

ulgated under the Department of Administration and Infor-

mation’s rule-making authority in W.S. 16-4-204(e). The Board 

also proposes to amend and correct Chapters 3 & 6 to remove 

unnecessary language and to clarify section titles. Specific infor-

mation on the changes can be found in the Statement of Reasons.  

 

Both the Statement of Principal Reasons and the proposed rules 

can be viewed and/or downloaded from the WWCB website at 

http://wwcb.state.wy.us/, or the Secretary of State Website at 

https://rules.wyo.gov/. A copy of the proposed rules may also be 

obtained at the office of the WWCB, 122 West 25th Street, 

Herschler Building 1W, Cheyenne, WY 82002. If you have 

questions regarding the proposed rule changes, or to request 

a hard copy of any of the materials, please contact Sheri 

Culver at 307-777-7243.  

 2018 Elevator Sponsor 
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Inside Story Headline 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in newsletters is virtually endless. You can include stories that 

focus on current technologies or innovations in your field. 

You may also want to note business or economic trends, or make predictions for your customers 

or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed internally, you might comment upon new procedures or improve-

ments to the business. Sales figures or earnings will show how your business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column that is updated every issue, for instance, an advice column, a 

book review, a letter from the president, or an editorial. You can also profile new employees or 

top customers or vendors. 

2018 Submersible Pump Sponsor 
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Well Owner Tips  

Due to widespread flooding in several regions of the country last month, our tip 

sheet focused on the impact of flooding to private well systems, and the various 

ways to protect your water and your health during an event. While flooding remains 

a concern, water levels have subsided in many affected locations presenting anoth-

er opportunity to evaluate the health of your water. 

In many situations, heavy volumes of water can contain high concentrations of con-
taminants that are left behind, potentially in your water system, once floodwaters 
recede. While NGWA recommends well owners test their water annually, we rec-
ommend also doing so after a flood, especially if any of the following issues arise. 
 

Conditions or nearby activities: Test for: 

Recurring gastrointestinal illness Coliform bacteria 

Household plumbing contains lead pH, lead, copper 

Radon in indoor air or region radon-rich Radon 

Corrosion of pipes, plumbing Corrosion, pH, lead 

Areas of intensive agriculture Nitrate, pesticides, coliform bacteria 

Coal or other mining operations  Metals, pH, corrosion 

Gas drilling operations Chloride, sodium, barium, strontium 

Dump, junkyard, landfill, factory, gas station, or dry-

cleaning operation 

Volatile organic compounds, total dissolved solids, pH, 

sulfate, chloride, metals 

Odor of gasoline or fuel oil, and close to gas station or 

buried fuel tanks 
Volatile organic compounds 

Objectionable taste or smell Hydrogen sulfide, corrosion, metals 

Stained plumbing fixtures, laundry Iron, copper, manganese 

Salty taste and seawater, or a heavily salted roadway Chloride, total dissolved solids, sodium 

Scaly residues, soaps don’t lather Hardness 

Rapid wear of water treatment equipment pH, corrosion 

Water softener needed to treat hardness Manganese, iron 

Water appears cloudy, frothy, or colored Color, detergents 



Matt  Henderson– President  Aaron Wilson– Vice President 

John Midkiff– Secretary/Treasurer Roy Weber –Area 1 Director 

Wes Moody - Area 2 Director  John Zupan - Area 3 Director 

Cody Smith - Area 4 Director  Kim Brown –Area 5 Director 

David Wilson –M/S Representative Travis Hueller –Past President 

Kristen Moldaschel– Assistant  Jade Slaymaker-Executive Director 

 

  WGWA Mission Statement 

•      Wyoming Ground Water 

Association is dedicated 

to the development and 

conservation of ground 

water. 

•      WGWA has been a trade 

association protecting 

ground water since 1965. 

 

• Referring Wyoming citi-
zens to member drilling 
and pump contractors, 
geologists, hydrologists, 
engineers, governmental 
employees, industry sup-
pliers and manufacturers. 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Wyoming Ground Water 
Association 

PO Box 2705 

Casper, WY 82602 
 

Phone: 307-267-3806 

E-mail:wywaterwell@gmail.com 

 

 Board Members 


