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About This Guide 

The intention of this guide is to serve parents as a navigation tool during 

their search for the best child care provider for their child. By the end of the 

guide, parents should be better informed about: 

‣ Legal obligations of child care licensees as set forth in the "Child Care 

Licensing Manual" (all references in this manual are sub-sections of 

Ontario Regulation 137/15) 

‣ Descriptions of child care centres versus home based child care and 

benefits of each 

‣ Overview of health, safety and curriculum within licensed child care 

settings 

‣ Exploring private child care & benefits - Montessori 

‣ Questions to consider broken out by topic 

‣ Average child care costs 

‣ Checklist to keep track of information when interviewing options 

www.uptownmontessori.ca Page  or 4 35

http://www.uptownmontessori.ca


DRAFT - NOT FOR PUBLISHING OR DISTRIBUTION 
Ontario Child Care - A Parent’s Navigation Guide

Childcare in Ontario 
The Early Years 

Creating A Strong Foundation 

One of the priorities of childcare providers is to ensure the safety of children. 

Of equal importance is facilitating engagement to help children reach their 

full potential. Research shows a clear link between a solid foundation in the 

early years and a child’s long-term development and success. 

During this period, experiences influence children’s rapid brain development, 

which creates the foundation for supporting competencies. The ability to 

regulate emotions and participate in positive interactions with others can 

help a child grow into a productive and prosperous adult.  

In Ontario there are three types of child care providers: 

1. Licensed centre-based child care  

2. Licensed home-based child care provided in a caregiver's home 

3. Informal or unlicensed child care provided by a caregiver in their 

home or in the parents' home 

Informal (Unlicensed) Child Care Providers 

It's important to note that In Ontario, an unlicensed child care provider may 

care for a total of five children in their own home, including any of their own 

children under the age of 4. A maximum of three children under the age of 2 

is permitted, including the providers own children. This applies regardless of 

the number of adults present at the location. 

Informal caregivers are not regulated or monitored, however, licensing staff 

will investigate complaints from the public about a person providing care to 

more than five unrelated children without a licence. 
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What Does Licensed Mean? 

Governing Body  

The Ontario Ministry of Education is responsible for funding, licensing and 

developing policy to support the provision of licensed child care. Licensed 

programs are monitored by Ministry of Education’s Program Advisors, a 

minimum of once a year. 

Child care centres, nursery schools, before-and-after school programs, and 

regulated home child care must operate in accordance with the regulations 

set out in the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014 (CCEYA). The CCEYA 

legislation and regulations address a wide range of standards to ensure 

quality and safety. 

Every licensed child care program is required to post its license in a place 

where it can be easily seen by parents, staff and educators. 
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Licensed Child Care Centres  
What You Need To Know 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 1.2 - 1.3 

Every licensee of a child care centre shall have written policies and 

procedures that set out:  

‣ How compliance and contraventions with the policies, procedures 

and individualized plans will be monitored on an ongoing basis, 

recorded and addressed 

About Licensed Child Care Centres 

Whether commercial or not-for-profit, independent licensed child care 

programs are vital to the well-being of Ontario's children and families. They 

offer parents the option of different teaching styles, learning environments 

and early years curriculum, best suited for their child. 

Examples of Licensed Child Care Centres 

‣ Montessori  

‣ Daycare Centre 

‣ Nursery School  

‣ Pre-School  

‣ YMCA 

‣ Before-and-After 

Program 

Did you know? 

‣ As of March 31, 2018 there were 5,437 licensed child care centres 

across Ontario, with 427,032 spaces 

‣ In 2019, that number grew to more than 445,000 spaces  

‣ All age groups have seen an increase in spaces: 7% increase for 

infants, 5% for toddlers, 3% for preschool, 5% for Kindergarten 

‣ In 2019, Ontario committed to invest $2 billion dollars and create 

over 30,000 new childcare spaces in schools over the next five years, 

including about 10,000 spaces in new schools 
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Benefits of Licensed Child Care Centres 

‣ Government-regulated and inspected 

‣ Children integrated with other children their age 

‣ Staff members include professionals with training in early childhood 

education 

‣ Centre has to meet mandated standards of care 

‣ Annual Ministry of Education inspection to ensure adherence of 

specific provincial health, safety and developmental standards 

‣ Activities are designed for various stages of development 

‣ Child care fee subsidy may be available 

‣ Independent centres can offer more personal attention and 

responsiveness due to smaller size 

‣ Owner has a vested interest in offering excellent service 

‣ Owners/operators have the authority to make important decisions 

immediately 

‣ Centre staff may have more freedom to innovate and to develop 

flexible solutions that work for families 

‣ Many independent child care centres offer extended hours or other 

services, such as bag lunches to go and extra-curricular activities 
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Licensed Home Child Care 
What You Need To Know 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 1.2 - 1.3 

Every licensee of a home child care agency shall have written policies and 

procedures that set out:  

‣ How compliance and contraventions with the policies, procedures 

and individualized plans will be monitored on an ongoing basis, 

recorded and addressed 

About Licensed Home Child Care 

Licensed home child care is provided to children under age 13 in a child care 

provider’s private residence. Individual licensed home caregivers are not 

licensed by the Ministry of Education, but are contracted by home child care 

agencies that are licensed by the Ministry.  

Approved providers and their homes are monitored by licensed programs 

which operate under the "Child Care and Early Years Act" (CCEYA) regulations. 

These caregivers may care for infants, toddlers and pre-school aged children. 

They may also offer before-and-after school care. 

Examples of Licensed Home Child Care  

‣ Caregiver offering child care out of their own home 

Did you know? 

‣ As of March 31, 2019, a total of 124 licensed home child care agencies 

were in operation in the province of Ontario 

‣ These agencies were permitted to contract a maximum of 7,923 

approved homes 

‣ The number of spaces has grown across all age groups, including 

kindergarten (274%), school age (89%), toddler (67%), infant (60%), 

and preschool (9%) 
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Benefits of Licensed Home Child Care 

‣ Caregivers are screened, approved and monitored by people called 

home visitors, who work for the private-home child care agency 

‣ Home visitors have training in early childhood education, child 

development and/or family studies  

‣ Home visitors check the home for safety before children are enrolled, 

and make routine inspections to ensure caregivers are following the 

provincial requirements, in addition to the agency's policies and 

procedures 

‣ Home visitors can help providers plan activities for children at 

different stages of development, select toys and equipment that are 

safe and suitable, and offer advice about nutritious meal planning 

‣ Siblings can be placed together 

‣ Home child care may have more flexible options, including care for 

school-aged children before and after regular school hours, during 

lunch hours and on days when schools are closed  

‣ Child care fee subsidies may be available 
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Evaluating Your Child Care Options 
Where Do I Begin 

There are lots variables to evaluate when searching for child care. With an 

array of options, it's important to understand how each child care centre or 

licensed home care setting differs. Many of the following questions and 

things to consider will apply across the board, but keep in mind, some child 

care centres adopt a different philosophy, curriculum, environment and 

facilitator requirements. 

Let's review each element, section by section. 

Staff Qualifications - Who Will Be With My Child 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 7.1 & 7.2 

The Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014 states the minimum qualified 

employees in a licensed child care centre are: 

‣ A supervisor who is a member in good standing with the College of 

Early Childhood Educators, has at least two years of experience 

providing licensed child care, and is approved by the Ministry of 

Education Program Advisor; or in the opinion of a Director, is capable 

of planning and directing the program of a child care centre, being in 

charge of children, and overseeing staff. 

‣ A qualified employee for any licensed age group shall be a person 

who is a member in good standing with the College of Early 

Childhood Educators or an employee who is otherwise approved by 

the Program Advisor. (Licensed junior school age group has different 

qualifications). 
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Questions to Consider - Qualifications 

Perhaps the biggest factor that overshadows the selection of child care, is 

knowing who will be looking after, engaging with and teaching your child. 

Children often spend a significant amount of time in a child care setting, so 

it's important to know they are in good care.  

In addition to educational requirements, it's good to dig deeper to get a real 

sense of personalities to gauge whether they're a good fit for your child. 

Some things to think about: 

‣ Vet the child care provider to ensure they meet the above industry 

standards in terms of qualifications and background checks 

‣ Ask what they like the most and the least about working with children 

‣ What age groups do they prefer to work with 

‣ Describe a time when they resolved an issue with an unhappy parent 

‣ How do they handle misbehaviour in the classroom and how are 

physical encounters handled (biting, hitting, etc) 

‣ How are new parents assured they are receiving the best care for 

their baby 

‣ How does a day in an infant classroom differ from the day in a 

toddler classroom 

‣ Ask them to define success as a preschool teacher 
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Class Sizes - How Many Children Are Allowed 

Requirements for Child Care Centres - 2.2 

Requirements for Home Child Care 

Licensed home child care providers are not allowed to care for more than 6 

children, including their own children under the age of 4.  

AGE CATEGORY AGE RANGE

RATIO OF 
EMPLOYEES TO 
CHILDREN

MAX NUMBER 
OF CHILDREN 
IN GROUP

PROPORTION 
OF EMPLOYEES 
THAT MUST BE 
QUALIFIED

INFANT < 18 months 3:10 10 1/3

TODDLER 18 months to 30 months 1:5 15 1/3

PRESHOOL 30 months to 6 years 1:8 24 2/3

KINDERGARTEN 44 months to 7 years 1:13 26 1/2

PRIMARY/JUNIOR SCHOOL AGE 68 months to 13 years 1:15 30 1/2

JUNIOR SCHOOL AGE 9 years to 13 years 1:20 20 1/1
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Space - Indoor & Outdoor 
Indoor Space 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 3.5 - 3.8 

‣ Every licensee of a child care centre shall ensure that each child care 

centre it operates has play activity space of at least 2.8 square metres 

of unobstructed floor space for each child in a licensed infant, 

toddler, preschool or family age group, based on the licensed 

capacity; and  

‣ 2.58 square metres of unobstructed floor space for each child in a 

licensed kindergarten, primary/ junior school age or junior school age 

group, based on the licensed capacity. 
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Questions to Consider - Indoor Space 

‣ Does the facility have space for kids to explore and build their 

navigation skills 

‣ Does the indoor lighting incorporate natural light, as well 

‣ Is furniture sized for children 

‣ Is the children's artwork displayed throughout the space 

‣ Are there seasonal or thematic displays that relate to topics the 

children are learning 

‣ Is there evidence the learning environment is refreshed regularly, so 

there is always something new to stimulate the children 

‣ Are items from the natural world incorporated into the daily 

environment, such as rocks, wood, sea shells or plants 

‣ Are there books or toys on shelves or in bins where children can 

reach them 

‣ Are the toys and equipment appealing to the children 

‣ Are there areas where children can play or read quietly or be alone 

‣ Is the sleeping area quiet, relaxing and comfortable 

www.uptownmontessori.ca Page  or 15 35

http://www.uptownmontessori.ca


DRAFT - NOT FOR PUBLISHING OR DISTRIBUTION 
Ontario Child Care - A Parent’s Navigation Guide

Outdoor Play Space Location and Fencing 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 3.14 - 3.18 

Every licensee shall ensure that the outdoor play space at each child care 

centre it operates  

(a) is at ground level and adjacent to the premises, unless otherwise 

approved by a director;  

(b) if used by licensed infant, toddler, preschool, or family age groups is 

fenced to a minimum height of 1.2 metres and the fence is furnished with 

one or more gates that are securely closed at all times 

(c) if used by a licensed kindergarten group, is fenced to a minimum height of 

1.2 metres and the fence is furnished with one or more gates that are 

securely closed at all times, unless otherwise approved by the director; and  

(d) is designed so that the staff can maintain constant supervision of the 

children 
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Questions to Consider - Outdoor Space & Physical Activity 

Outdoor play in natural environments is important to children’s healthy 

development, well-being and learning. When researching child care, 

questions to consider include: 

‣ What type of fixed play equipment is available (ie. climbing 

equipment, tunnels, and overhead ladders) 

‣ What type of portable play equipment is available 

‣ How often is outdoor portable play equipment available 

‣ What do staff do during active play time 
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Cleanliness  
Does My Child Care Provider Have Sanitary 
Requirements 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 4.1 

Every licensee shall ensure that there are policies and procedures with 

respect to sanitary practices in each child care centre it operates and in each 

premises where it oversees the provision of home child care.  

What This Should Include 

There should be an expectation of cleanliness and sanitation at every place 

that provides child care. Things to look for and questions to ask: 

‣ Do they clean every day and how detailed are they 

‣ How often are the toys disinfected 

‣ Does the classroom equipment appear to be wiped down regularly 

and in good repair 

‣ Are any malodours present when you enter the room(s) 

‣ Is the kitchen area clean 

‣ Are children encouraged to wash their hands regularly, including 

after using the washroom, sneezing, coughing and before eating  

‣ Are soap and paper towels within reach of children in washrooms 

and classrooms 

‣ Are garbage cans emptied on a regular basis 

‣ How are sleeping cots sanitized and what are other sanitary practices 

in place for the sleeping area 

‣ Is the outdoor play area clean and free of litter 
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Communication 
How Will My Provider Keep Me in the Loop 

One way is through the "Parent Handbook." 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 6.1 

The parent handbook supports transparency and communication with 

parents and families. It clarifies information about services offered, so that 

parents and licensees share similar expectations. Information should be 

detailed so parents considering enrolment can make informed choices 

among programs offered within the community.  

Information The Handbook Should Include  

‣ A statement that describes the program's goals and prohibited 

practices  

‣ A statement that the child care centre has emergency management 

policies and procedures and how parents will be notified if an 

emergency occurs 

‣ Services offered and age categories served  

‣ Child care hours and holidays 

‣ Note of any off-premise activities  

‣ Policy regarding any volunteers or students being supervised by an 

employee at all times and not being permitted to be alone with any 

child 

‣ Policy and procedures about how parental issues and concerns will 

be addressed  

‣ Arrival and departure procedures (e.g., signing in and out, 

communicating with educators)  

‣ Parking availability at or near the child care centre  

‣ Inclement weather policies and procedures (e.g., extreme weather 

policies, closures due to inclement weather)  
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‣ Nutrition policies and/or sample menus  

‣ Copies of policies and procedures (e.g., Administration of Medication, 

Serious Occurrence)  

‣ Reporting, Police Record Checks  

Daily Written Record 

Another way licensed child care providers may communicate to parents is 

through a log, which is updated on a daily basis, depending on the age group 

of the child. 

Other important information that may be provided to parents at the end of 

their child's day includes: 

‣ Daily meal intake 

‣ Daily diaper changes, if applicable 

‣ Nap times 
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Nutrition 
Not All Menus Are Created Equal 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 5.1 - 5.6  

Every licensee of a child care centre shall post planned menus for the current 

week in a conspicuous place in each child care centre it operates with any 

substitutions noted on the posted menus. 

Where the child is present at meal time and in between snack-time, a meal 

and snack must be supplied and provided by the licensee or provider, except 

where otherwise approved by a director in the case of a child who is 44 

months or older. Two snacks must be provided if the child is in child care for 

six or more hours. Drinking water must be available at all times.  

All meals, snacks and beverages must meet the recommendations set out in 

the Health Canada documents “Eating Well with Canada’s Food Guide." 

 Ensure You Know What Your Child is Eating 

Adequate and appropriate nutrition is vital to children’s health, growth, 

development, and well-being. Children may spend many of their waking 

hours at child care, so it's important they receive a sufficient portion of their 

daily nutrient intake. An active and growing child depends heavily on healthy 

food to provide the necessary energy to sustain their activity.Questions to 

Consider 

‣ Is drinking water readily available at all times 

‣ Are menus posted in visible places and how often do they rotate 

‣ Do meals include all four food groups  

‣ What happens when a child refuses to eat a certain food 

‣ How are positive eating habits reinforced 

‣ What are mealtime policies; are children expected to sit quietly, are 

they allowed to socialize, do they return dishes to a designated spot, 

etc 
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Prerequisites 
Does My Child Have to "Qualify" for Child Care 

Surprisingly, sometimes the answer is yes. Many child care centres and pre-school rooms require 

children to be past certain milestones before being accepted into the room. Generally, these fall 

into the following categories:  

Potty Training 

Some daycares and preschools require children to be out of diapers and relatively accident-free 

before they're allowed to attend. Some child care providers allow pull-ups, but for many others, 

underwear is required. Some schools have a "no-touch" policy in place, which means they will 

not change a child who has had an accident and will instead call the parents. 

Bottle Feeding 

Many child care providers require children to be off of bottles by a certain age. It's important to 

be aware of this type of policy before being caught off guard. 

Walking 

Similar to the above, many child care providers require a child to be walking by the time they 

move to a toddler room. There might be more flexibility with independent or home providers, 

but it's best to check policies before enrolling your child.  

Napping 

Most child care providers include nap-time for infants, toddlers and pre-schoolers. Double check 

your provider’s sleep policy, including flexibility that works with your home routine (ie. can nap-

time be shorter, can the child nap at a different time versus the normal block of time, etc.)  

Vaccinations - Legislative Reference 4.4 

Preventive health care includes immunization as deemed appropriate by the local medical 

officer of health, subject to duly recorded religious or conscience or medical objection. If a 

parent objects, they must complete a form approved by the Minister. 
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Other Considerations During Your Search 

Hours 

Many parents who need child care work non-standard schedules, which 

means flexibility is important. Only a small percentage of Ontario child care 

providers report care during non-standard hours. Check to ensure the hours 

of the child care provider sync up with the hours you require their service. 

10% of home child care providers reported the availability of weekend care, 

12% reported the availability of evening care, and 7% reported the availability 

of overnight care 

Location  

Another important consideration while looking for the right child care is 

location. Some parents prefer a location closer to work, so they can spend 

time with their child while commuting and pick their child up right after work. 

Other parents might prefer the convenience of a child care provider closer to 

home, which may offer more flexibility if a relative helps with drop off and 

pick up, or for days when a parent might not be physically at their place of 

employment. 
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Curriculum/Philosophy 
What Areas of Education Do They Focus On 

Programming  

You might become familiar with the term "programming" while looking for 

child care. This refers to the  centre's philosophy of how children learn, 

combined with their routines and activities that help children gain the skills 

needed for success in school and in life. 

To help understand programming 

philosophies typically found in licensed child 

care centres, the Association of Day Care 

Operators of Ontario (ADCO) has published a 

guide entitled "Approaches To Early Years 

Learning: A Practical Guide for Parents and 

Professionals."  

It outlines differences between philosophies, 

including strengths of the "Montessori 

Method." 

Theme-Based vs. Emergent Curriculum 

Two other terms you might hear while searching for child care are "theme-

based curriculum" and "emergent curriculum."  

Most elementary school experiences incorporate a theme-based model. 

Learning concepts are introduced in a sequence determined by the teacher, 

with most lessons planned weeks or months in advance. 

Child care that provides emergent curriculum, have teachers deliver key 

learning concepts based on interests and preferences articulated by the 

children. The most frequently cited advantage of this approach is the high 

level of engagement that results from allowing children to learn about what 

they're most interested in. 
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Montessori - Why Choose It 
Advantages of Montessori 

What is Montessori 

Montessori is an emergent curriculum philosophy, that takes an 

individualized, student-centred approach. Self-motivated growth for children 

in all areas of their development is fostered, with a goal of nurturing each 

child's natural desire for knowledge, understanding, and respect.  

Benefits Of Montessori Education 

Montessori students develop creativity and confidence, critical thinking and 

problem solving skills, and a positive, collaborative attitude — all key 

attributes that stay with them throughout their education and life.  

A Montessori environment focuses more on a student’s learning than on a 

teacher’s teaching. Specially trained Montessori teachers guide, coach and 

facilitate each child’s learning through continuous observation and 

assessment. 
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Montessori - A "Whole Child" Approach 
A Unique Approach  

What Makes Montessori Different? 

Montessori schools are child-centred. They don’t have a one-size-fits-all 

curriculum. 

Montessori's principles for early childhood include freedom, grace and 

courtesy, independence, order and respect, with the specially-prepared 

Montessori environment designed to provide the child with both a solid 

academic foundation and strong character education. 

The Montessori Method 

The Montessori teacher's main role is to connect students with the right 

tasks. A prepared classroom allows the teacher to guide and direct, providing 

structure while protecting students' freedom. This allows children to pursue 

their own learning. 
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Essential Montessori Principles 
The Montessori Approach  

Montessori is an educational approach supporting the full development of 

each individual child. It offers a broad vision of education as an ‘aid to life’. 

Montessori core principles include: 

The “Whole Child” Approach  

The primary goal of a Montessori program is to help each child reach full 

potential in all areas of life. Holistic curriculum allows the child to experience 

the joy of learning, gives the child time to enjoy the process, ensures the 

development of self-esteem, and provides the experiences from which 

children create their knowledge. 

The “Responsive, Prepared, Adaptive Environment”   

In order for self-directed learning to take place, the whole learning 

environment – facilities, room, materials, social climate, and experiences – 

must be supportive of the learner. The teacher provides necessary resources, 

including opportunities for children to function in a safe and positive climate. 

Mixed Age Groupings  

In order to respond to the diversity of individual children’s developmental 

needs, classes in the Casa (2.5 years to 6 years) and Elementary programs 

may group children across a three-year age span. Toddler programs may 

have a one year age span in order to comply with Ministry guidelines and/or 

the individual school’s programming. 

Co-operation and Collaboration  

Children are encouraged to respect and support one another in their 

learning, and with their daily needs and experiences.  Learning is a social 

process. 

Montessori Materials  

Montessori classrooms provide specially prepared learning environments, 

equipped with scientific, purposeful activities suited to the child’s 

developmental needs and tendencies. Multi sensory, sequential, and self-
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correcting materials facilitate learning that builds from the concrete to the 

abstract in constructing a child's knowledge. 

Self-Directed Learning   

Children are encouraged to work at their own pace with materials they're 

interested in. Through observation, the teacher determines which new 

activities and materials may be introduced to an individual child or group. 

This style of learning helps children develop concentration and self-discipline, 

while progressing at their own pace. 

Freedom within Limits   

Each Montessori class adopts the principle of freedom within limits. Every 

program has its set of ground rules which differ from age to age, but they are 

always based on core Montessori beliefs – respect for each other and for the 

environment.. 
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All Child Care Learning Environments 
What To Look For 

No matter what learning philosophy or curriculum-style is used, there are 

certain factors that reflect quality programming and activities. The list below 

will help you know what to look for and what questions to ask. They're 

intended solely as a starting point for discussion with potential child care 

providers, always trust your own judgment. 

Questions to Consider 

‣ When you visit the centre, do the children appear busy and involved 

in what they're doing 

‣ During the day, are there opportunities for the entire group to be 

engaged in activities, for children to play in smaller groups, and on 

their own 

‣ Are the children involved in a variety of activities, including singing, 

finger plays, pretend play, outdoor play, blocks, puzzles, games, 

drawing, painting, crafts and reading 

‣ Do the toys and books appeal to a wide variety of children's interests 

and are there enough to prevent disagreements 

‣ Are field trips planned or guest visitors scheduled 

‣ Are children involved in setting up activities and clean-up 

‣ How are children being taught important life skills, like washing 

hands, sharing, taking turns, keeping track of their personal 

belongings, etc 

‣ Do caregivers survey areas regularly for any dangers  

‣ Do outdoor areas facilitate exercise and movement for children, 

including running, jumping, throwing, climbing, balancing, building 

and digging 
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Security & Safety 
How Can I Be Assured My Child is Safe 

Every parent wants to be assured of their child's safety, especially while 

they're in the care of someone else. Below is a summarized version of 

legislative requirements (3.16 to 4.9), that each licensed child care provider 

must follow.  

Safety Questions to Consider 

‣ Is the program's operating license posted and up-to-date and do all 

staff members hold current first aid & CPR certificates 

‣ Is a first aid kit easily accessible  

‣ Are there working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors on the 

premises 

‣ Are fire exits clearly marked and escape routes posted and are there 

routine fire drills 

‣ What security measures are in place to prevent strangers from 

entering the premises 

‣ Is the outdoor play area securely fenced and in good repair 

‣ Are electrical outlets capped and have other hazards been rectified or 

removed accordingly 

‣ Are cleansers, medications and other hazards securely stored 

‣ If the children will be walking to and from other facilities or locations, 

how will they be supervised and their safety on the street assured 

‣ If computers and the Internet are accessible to children, how is their 

use of these tools monitored and supervised 

‣ How will the supports assist in the evacuation of individuals requiring 

additional support 

‣ What situations would be deemed as requiring contact be made with 

emergency response personnel 
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How Much Does Child Care Cost 
Can I Afford It 

Every parent knows that quality child care isn't inexpensive. Funding under 

the Canada-Ontario Early Learning and Child Care Agreement supports fee 

subsidies, to help increase affordability for families that might not be able to 

afford full tuition or fees for child-care. 

Did you know? 

‣ Did you know that more than 100,000 children in Ontario received 

fee subsidies?  

‣ In 2019, approximately 29% of children in licensed child care centres 

received a subsidy, and 68% of children in licensed home child care 

‣ As of March 31, 2019, there were 446,596 licensed child care spaces 

for children aged 0-12 in Ontario 

‣ More than 93,000 spaces were used by families with income below 

$40,000 

‣ More than 178,000 spaces were used by families with income 

between $40,000 and $100,000 

‣ About 174,000 were used by families with income above $100,000 

AVERAGE MONTHLY COST OF FULL-TIME, LICENSED CHILD CARE IN ONTARIO 2019

AGE GROUP MONTHLY DAILY

INFANT $1,095.00 $43.00

TODDLER $883.00 $39.00

PRE-SCHOOL $824.00 $38.00

KINDERGARTEN $709.00 $29.00

SCHOOL AGED $580.00 $26.00
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How Affordable is Montessori? 

When considering a Montessori school, cost can be a factor. As much as 

you'd like to find a great fit for your child, you also need a school that’s 

affordable to you. Many parents are surprised that tuition for Montessori 

pre-school is similar to that of many other childcare options. 

Montessori Tuition 

Private Montessori schools tend to be reasonably priced and generally on the 

lower side of private school tuition. According to the Canadian Council of 

Montessori Administrators, the average Montessori school in Ontario costs 

between $750 and $1000 a month, which is in line with public child care 

providers.  

Factors that contribute to varying fees include location, level of schooling, 

and resources. In general, though, there are a lot of affordable Montessori 

schools in Canada. There may also be tax deductions available. 

Funding Aid 

In Canada, there are different ways to pay for private school. And there are 

many types funding and aid available. This includes schools with preschool 

and daycare programs for infants, toddlers, and children between three and 

six. The main sources of funding and aid for preschool are: 

‣ Financial aid from schools (Needs-based) 

‣ Scholarships (Merit-based - child meets academic or athletic criteria, 

etc) 

‣ Support from community or charitable organizations 

‣ Special Arrangements - (Sibling discounts, tuition instalment plans, 

etc) 

‣ Tax breaks (Child care write offs, etc) 

‣ Support or Loans - (Community or charitable organizations, family 

members, bank, etc) 
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Childcare Evaluation Checklist
Print and use this checklist as a reference when evaluating 
childcare providers 

# ✓

1 Is the child care provider licensed?

3 What qualifications do the child care providers and support staff have? 

4 How many staff members care for each group and how many children are in a group?

5 What kind of activities do providers do with the children (what does a typical day look like)?

6 What is the cost of care, including any additional fees? Is subsidy available?

7 Is there a waitlist?

8 What is included in the fee, such as snacks and meals?

9 What kinds of meals and snacks are provided and do they follow the food guide?

10 What are the hours and are they flexible?

11 How do the providers deal with children's misbehaviour?

12 Is there a toilet training, off-bottle or "walking" policy?

13 What security measures are in place in terms of access?

14 Can they accommodate any special needs of a child?

NOTES
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Shortlist of Contenders 
Before Enrolling Your Child... 

Visit Each Option 

After interviewing each option, decide which programs you want to visit. It's 

very important to visit the home or child care centre before you enrol your 

child. You may want to schedule your visit during the day when you can see 

the centre in action. You should schedule your visit with the centre ahead of 

time. 

Things to Consider During Your Visit 

‣ First impression 

‣ Do you feel comfortable and have a good rapport with the 

caregiver(s) 

‣ Observe how the the children and staff interact with each other 

‣ Explore the physical environment, including condition of 

the building, indoor and outdoor space and play 

equipment 

Find out as much as possible about day to 
day routines and policies, including 

‣ The daily program schedule 

‣ Health, nutrition and safety 

policies 

‣ Staff training and staff-

to-child ratios 
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In Summary 
Selecting Child Care Can Be Daunting 

High-quality early learning and child care should be broadly available to the 

varying needs of children and families to promote early childhood 

development.  

Now that you're armed with both the legal and "best practices" that licensed 

child care providers should deliver, you can explore your options with 

confidence. Remember, in the end, your instinct will help guide you to the 

best option for both you and your child. 

Schedule a tour of Uptown Montessori School 

We hope you found this guide informative and helpful. As parents and the 

owners of Uptown Montessori School in Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada, we’ve 

gone through the process you’re going through now - trying to find the best 

child care for your children. It’s a big decision and one that shouldn’t be 

made lightly. 

We invite you to take a tour of Uptown Montessori School and discover for 

yourself the exceptional foundation that we lay in the early years of your 

child’s education. 

Book a tour online now or call 905-882-3090 

Insia & Iqbal Khan 

Owners - Uptown Montessori School
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