St. John the Evangelist R.C. Church
546 St. John’s Place Riverhead, NY 11901

(631) 727-2030

Fax: (631) 369-5228

Email: stjohnriverhead@aol.com
Website: www.saintjohnriverhead.org
Parish Social Media: sjpsocialmedia@aol.com Instagram: @stjohnriverhead Facebook: John Church
Twitter: stjohnriverhead
You Tube: stjohnriverhead
Snapchat: stjohnriverhead

Welcome to our Parish Family!
We joyfully welcome all who have joined our
community for worship and praise to God. We
are grateful to our faithful parishioners who pray
with us every week and ask you to consider
officially registering to be a part of the parish as
well. You, our neighbors and guests are always
welcome; and, we hope you find a peaceful home
here with us when visiting the area.
Parish Staff:
Pastor: Fr. Larry Duncklee,
In Residence: Bishop Emil A. Wcela
Visiting Assistant: Rev. Msgr. John Cervini
Peter Schultz

Deacons:
Dan Waloski

William Austin

Parish Office: 631-727-2030
Office hours:
Monday – Thursday: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Saturday: by appointment
Office is closed for lunch from 12:30PM to 1:00 PM
Religious Formation: 631-727-6774
Rita Dlug, DRE and Liz Perez Cardenas
Email: stjohnrelformation@gmail.com
Social Ministry & North Fork Spanish Apostolate
Sr. Margaret Smyth OP, 631-369-4601
Temporary: Monday – Friday 10:00 AM- 2:00 PM

Music Ministry/Social Media: Renée Stakey
Social Media: sjpsocialmedia@aol.com
Cemetery Office:
Managed by the Diocese of RVC
(631) 732-3460 / Email: info@CClongisland.org

First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021
I will raise up for David a just
shoot; he shall do what is right and
just in the land.— Jeremiah 33:15

TEMPORARY MASS SCHEDULE - EUCHARIST
Saturday: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 AM;
5:30 & 7:00 PM in Spanish
Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday 8:00 AM
Tuesday & Friday 12:10 PM
Holy Days of Obligation: Please check bulletin
DEVOTIONAL LIFE:
Eucharistic Adoration: First Friday: 12:30 - 1:30 PM
Miraculous Medal Novena: Monday, 8:30AM
Rosary: Saturday 8:30 AM in the Church
Spanish Charismatic Service: Thursday at 7:30 PM
SACRAMENTAL LIFE

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The parish rejoices with
you in the birth of your child! Baptisms are celebrated
on scheduled Sundays at 12:30 PM. Parents planning
to have their child baptized are asked to contact the
rectory to arrange an interview.
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Tuesdays at 12:45 PM.
Saturday: 3:45 – 4:15 PM. Anytime by appointment.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Congratulations!
Please make arrangements at the parish
approximately one year before the desired date so we
can work with you to prepare for your marriage.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: Every Second Friday of
the month after the 12:10 PM Mass. Anytime in an
emergency, by calling the rectory.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS If
interested in becoming a Catholic or completing the
Sacraments of Initiation, please call the Rectory
Office.
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MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS:
November 29 – December 5, 2021

We ask your prayers for those of our
community who have gone before us into
the fullness of life and also those they have
left behind.

Monday: 8:00 AM – Peace & Justice
Tuesday: 12:10 PM – Lawrence T. Quinn
Wednesday: 8:00 AM – For the Homeless
Thursday: 8:00 AM - An End to Abortions
Friday:
12:10 PM – Fran Gillespie
Saturday: (December 4)
4:30 PM – Rosemary Pizzo, Edward
Murphy, Wilma & Betty Ann Hartmann
Sunday: (December 5)
7:00 AM - People of St. Johns Parish
9:00 AM - Frank & Olga Zawieski
11:00 AM – Lillian Vitale
5:30 & 7:00 PM - Misa en Español

We ask your prayers

for the health and
wholeness of all the sick and all who give them care,
especially: Martha Sullivan, Joe Gandiello, Sally
Napoli, Josephine Garvey, Eugenia Fioretti, Emily
Eastwood, Jim DeRosa, Angel Ismael Penaranda,
Marilyn Pranzo, Meghan Quinn, Rick O’Neil,
Harry & Terry Carver, Peter Maschka, Dawn
Reiter, Tommy Gallagher, William Austin, Jr,
DeeAnn Athan, Walter Spaeth, Phillip Swotkewicz,
Nelson Villarraga, Maria Grzan, Walter Blanck,
Joseph Flesch, and for all who are afflicted with
Covid-19, as well as their families.
We also ask you to continue praying for peace in the
world and for those serving in our uniformed services
throughout the country and the world.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22
Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
Mt 7:21, 24-27
Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;
Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11;
Lk 3:1-6

The Bread and Wine for the week
are offered:
In Honor of Our Anniversary
Michael & Celeste Tracy

Stewardship Thought for the Week:
As we enter this Advent season, set aside time
each Sunday to pray with your family. One
great way to pray during this time is to
purchase (or better yet, create!) an Advent
Wreath and pray as you light each candle.

We wish to congratulate those
who have celebrated the Sacrament of
Matrimony and assure them of our
prayers: David Macancela &
Anayeli Gochez

Living Stewardship:
We thank God for his providential care and
express our gratitude to you for your support
for the work of the parish last week in the
amount of $8,260.00
Mass Attendance: 942
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CONSIDER THIS!

FORMED.Org

It Must Be God’s Fault
It must be God’s fault. That’s the conclusion Isaiah
reaches. And who of us hasn’t thought the same? If
things don’t go our way, if someone hurts us, if
someone leaves us—even if the mess is our own
fault—we blame God.
People sin, but Isaiah asks God, “Why do you let us
wander, O LORD, from your ways?” People show no
remorse, but Isaiah asks God, “Why do you harden
our hearts so that we fear you not?” Must be God’s
fault.
Isaiah’s prayer opens the season of Advent because
of a specific request it makes. “Rend the heavens and
come down.” In the midst of our misfortune, sorrow,
and sin, when we realize our own strength fails to
make life any better, to eliminate hurt, or to erase the
past, we finally turn to God for a solution. Let there
be no veil concealing heaven from earth. Let God rip
it open, come down here, and save us from the
messiness of life.
God did just that on the first Christmas Day.
As we stand on the threshold of another Advent, we
ask God to do it again. Even if our mess isn’t God’s
fault, we need God’s help to set us free

Like Netflix or You Tube for Catholics our parish has
a subscription to FORMED. As a parishioner, you
may go online and register to view books and videos
or simply listen to audio presentations. This is a free
service for our parishioners.
How do you do this?
1.. Go to https://formed.org/signup
2.. Find our parish by entering the zip code 11901;
.
St. John’s Riverhead will pop up, click on it
3.. Enter your name and email address and submit
4.. You will then be asked to go to your email
..
to confirm, then you’re in !
NOTE: You only need to register once. When
done, no need to “sign out”, just “x” out of your
browser. The next time you watch simply “sign in”
with your email and “start watching”.
If you have any problems registering for FORMED,
you may contact stjohnrelformation@gmail.com or
call 631-727-6774

FORMED.Org:

Es posible que desee ver
algunas películas Catolicas,libros,videos para
adultos,niños y adolescentes.
Tenemos una
suscripción paroquial en FORMED que es como
Netflix o You Tube para Católicos. Como feligres
puede conectarse y registrarse en línea para ver
libros y videos o simplemente escuchar
presentaciones de audio. Como haces esto?

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2008, Resource Publications, Inc.

WHAT’S UP!

The Bread and Wine for the week ($30)

https://leaders.formed.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/10/MK-Letter-size-Instructivoformed.org-Rev-10-2-20.pdf

and/or Flowers for the main altar ($60) may
be donated in memory of a deceased family
member or in honor of an anniversary.
Please visit or call the rectory to make arrangements
for this.

Si tiene algún problema para registrarse en FORMED,
puede contactar Mrs. Rita y Mrs. Liz, 631-727-6774
o stjohnrelformation@gmail.com.

Altar Servers…

Anyone from
grade 3 to adult who wishes to
become an altar server, please call
Mrs. June Cybulski at 631-727-8523
for training or further information.

You can get our bulletin automatically emailed
directly to you each week by contacting our bulletin
publisher: www.jspaluch.com or you may find it on
our parish website.
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meaning of Christmas.” That seemed kind of harsh
but what if we were unable to buy what we are
planning to?
After seeing instances of greed and selfishness
during the pandemic it is hoped that we have learned
the importance of buying just what we need. This
allows us to keep in mind many people who lack
basic needs because of low income and lack of
transportation. This is true here and in other
countries. May this Advent season help us to focus
on what we need and not seek to have all our wants
fulfilled. May hope be more of a desire that others
have their needs taken care of instead. For all of us
this would mean that we trust God to provide JUST
what we need. Can we do that?

RELIGIOUS FORMATION

Our office hours are:
Monday: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM
Tuesday & Wednesday:
12:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Thursday: By appointment only
Friday:
Closed
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 28th
Tuesday, 11/30 & Wednesday, 12/1
Special Theme Classes in the church
During regular class times parents and students will
meet in the church. All students will then do their
lessons at home and bring the packet or pages to be
completed to next week’s Family Workshops.

YARD SALE SUCCESS!
The Youth Ministry Yard Sale raised over $1,100
thanks to the generosity of so many people. Some of
the funds will help plan a retreat and enable us to
buy food and materials for outreach activities.
THANK YOU’s
Rosa Membreno for the many hours she spent marking,
sorting and organizing for 2 weeks before our sale;
assisted by Mrs. Liz Cardenas. Ashlee Boland, Dale
Rosenblatt and Laura Block who helped to mark items,
sort and organize during the Yard Sale. To those who
donated including “anonymous”: Dolores Gulde, Linda
Vetrano-Zamojciu, Mark and Marie Hobson, Terry
Derby, Lenore Paduano, Nancy Koltzan, Anne Ferraro,
Maria Paulo, Annette Fetta, Lee Y Lew, Frank and Sandi
Shomilak, Pat Heckelman, Lorraine Meinecki, Sue
Kelley, Peggy Murphy, Pat Beni, Kathy Luce, Dale
Rosenblatt, Audrey Keener, Claudia Bertorello, Muriel
Froelich, Cecelia Bertolino, Mary Mottl.
To our amazing youth volunteers: Amaya, Andrew;
Arias, Cristopher; Arriaza, Yahir;Arteaga, Keith; Barreto,
Diego; Cuevas, Kyle; Doyle, Karter; Franco Felipe,
Daylin; Galdamez, Franz; Gallego, Jean Paul; Garcia,
Alexander; Garcia, Camila; Gochez, Ody; LaCorte, John;
Lema, Melanie; Lopez, Lilibeth; Lopez, Steven;
Mayorga, Abraham; Ortiz Lopez, Brittany; Pangol,
Wilson; Pharr, Aedan; Puluc, Ashley; Ramos,
Christopher; Reinoso, Wilson; Ries, Alice; Rivera, Leslie;
Rodriguez, Randy; Rojano, Jessica; Ruiz, Ashly;
Serafico, Oscar; Solorzano, Alison; Trinidad, Cristian;
Vasquez, Selvin; Velasquez, Evelyn; Velasquez,
Giancarlo; Villavicencio, Amy; Villavicencio, Kimberlin.

WEEK OF DECEMBER 5th
Family Workshops
Sunday - 10am or 12pm
Tuesday or Wednesday - 5pm or 6:30pm
We ask families to bring something to share during
our Workshops. On Sunday, maybe a breakfast food
(packaged) or beverage? On Tuesday or Wednesday,
a packaged snack or beverage? Thanks for sharing!

Youth Nights
We are planning a special activity
which may not be on our usual
Friday Youth Night. We will text
your families with the information.
REFLECTION
The First Week of Advent usually has the theme of
“hope”. What do you hope for as our church year
begins? There was recent news warning of a
shortage of items for Christmas because ships have
been unable to unload at many ports. Soon there
were postings on FaceBook: “If you are worrying
about not having the right Christmas gifts because of
the shipping delays, then you really don’t know the
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WHAT, WHEN, AND WHERE
Bereavement
Support Group

The Parish 2022 Mass Book is
Open for Weekday and weekend
Masses

Our parish has a regular
Bereavement
Support
Group for anyone over the
age of 18 who may be having difficulity dealing
with the loss of a loved one. Our next meeting
will be on Monday, Nov. 29th at 7:10pm in the
Rectory Office Living Room
No fee.
No
requirements. Please email Ldunck77@aol.com
if you plan to be there.

You may visit the office or mail in your request for
mass intentions at this time.
(Email us too: stjohnriverhead@aol.com)
Please be aware that the Mass times may change
when we come out of this
Please print clearly.

There are many, many openings
for Mass Intentions.
Intention for ___________________________

Wednesday, December 8th, is the feast of
the Immaculate Conception. She is the

____________________________________

patroness of our country. The Mass schedule is:
8:00 AM, 5:00 PM and a Mass in Spanish at
7:15pm. In addition to the Masses we will have
the church open all day and night (till 9:00pm) for
you to make a visit to the Lord in the Eucharist
and to pray the rosary.

Living or deceased ____________________
Requested by _________________________
Your phone number_____________________
We ask that you give us a few different dates since this will
be on a first come basis. You are also asked to include a
$20.00 check for each intention.

RESPECT LIFE …
"When a man steals to satisfy
hunger, we may safely conclude that
there is something wronged."
Mattie Brinkerhoff
"Cuando un hombre roba para
satisfacer su hambre, podemos concluir con certeza
que educación o por las circunstancias ella ha sido
maltratada por la sociedad."
Mattie Brinkerhoff

Advent is here!
In Advent We Hope for the

‘2nd coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and we prepare for

the Feast of Christmas. So
often the Hopeful aspect of
Advent is lost in the very
busy
preparations
for
Christmas. We will be
hosting a few Facebook Live-streaming
prayer events during Advent. Please keep
‘alert’ to the announcement for these
events. Please consider the following ideas
on the next page to help you enter more
prayerfully Advent and the Christmas
seasons:

Prayer Retreat
The last session of our Prayer Retreat
is Tuesday, November 30th, @
10am, in Room 2.
St. John the Evangelist
Annual Raffle
Winners will be picked on Monday, November 29,
2021, at 7:30pm in Classroom # 6.

Page 5

First Sunday of Advent – November 28, 2021

Christmas and New Year Mass Schedule

In Advent we listen a lot to Isaiah at Mass;
however, it might be beneficial to read it on
your own with time to sit and reflect.
Maybe you can read and pray some of the
other Prophets of Hope: Ezekiel, Jeremiah,
Joel, Hosea, and Micah.
Please remember that in the First part of
Advent (Nov. 28th to Dec. 16th ) we prepare
for the coming of Christ again. Then in the
2nd part (Dec. 17th - 24th ) we prepare for the
day of Christmas –, the celebration of the
birth of Christ (the ‘Incarnation’).

Christmas Eve – 4:00pm and
6:00pm Masses. (8pm Spanish).
Christmas Carols will be sung
for 30 minutes before the Mass.
Please come early to fully enter
the celebration of the Christmas
season. Christmas Morning
Masses at 9:00am & 11:00am.
New Year's Day is not Holy Day of Obligation this
year; however we are having a 9:00am Mass on
Saturday, January 1st. The Saturday evening Mass
(4:30) is the Feast of the Epiphany. On New Year’s
Eve the church will be open at night for Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament (details to follow).

Use an Advent wreath to create a ‘ritual’ at
home for your family. If you don’t have
one, simply light a candle each night at the
meal and pray: ‘Oh God of Wonder and

The “GIVING TREE”

love, we wait with hope for the Coming of
the Lord, Amen.’

Dear Parishioners:
Once again, we will be
requesting gift cards from
the local supermarkets as
well as Target or Walmart
gift cards in amounts of
$50 or less which would
help to provide for many of
our client families. Please make sure that the
amount is clear on the gift card, so we can tell
which ones to give to large vs. small families. This
worked out very well the past few years insofar as
we were able to assist all of our clients and their
children who were in need and who utilize the food
pantry.

Advent can be a wonderful season of hope,
waiting and reflection if we make it so.

If possible, please put your lights on after the
16th of December. As we get closer the most
wonderful ‘O Antiphons’ will be in the

bulletin for you to pray during those days. If
possible light your house lights on the 17th
and keep them on till the feast of the
Epiphany, January 2, 2022.

Confessions for Christmas
Monday, Dec. 13 7:30 pm
Tuesday, Dec. 21 12:30pm to 1:30pm and
7:00pm. Also on Thursday, Dec. 23,
After the 8am Mass and again at 7PM.
No Confessions on Christmas Eve.

To reach the families before Christmas, we will
need to receive all items BEFORE December 17th.
Gift cards may be dropped off at the Parish Social
Ministry Office during regular office hours, or
placed in the collection basket in a separate
envelope marked PSM.
If you have any
questions, please call 631-369-4601.

As always, you may arrange another time for
confessions, but not on Christ Eve.

Thank you for your generous support
throughout the year!
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Parish Cemetery News

The Dobbs Supreme Court Case

The Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island manages
our parish cemetery. Visit CCLongIsland.org If you
wish to order flowers or decorations for Christmas
you can go to their website and click on the Holiday
Decoration Program” and view the options.

The Background of the case: January 22, 1973:
Roe v Wade decision of the Supreme Court ushered in
the era of abortion on demand in the United States.
2018: Mississippi passed a law protecting unborn
children after 15 weeks of gestation, when the baby has
a heartbeat, eyes that open, ears that hear, and can move
and kick. The law was challenged and the case, known as
Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organization, is being
heard by the Supreme Court.
Dobbs v Jackson is a landmark case that could
potentially overturn the decision of Roe v Wade. The
possibility for future laws protecting the unborn hangs
in the balance.
December 1, 2021 oral arguments for the case will be
heard. A decision is expected in June 2022.

Parish Survey for Projects to Consider
After 7 weeks we have received close to 400
replies to our survey. The choices made by you,
our parishioners, in order of preference are:
1. Repair Sanctuary Floor
2. Cafeteria Kitchen
3. Dampness in Church
4. Ramp or Elevator to Cafeteria
5. Update Computers
6 & 7 Tied - Install New Pews
Replace Rectory Floors
8. Fix flooding area in Parking Lot
9. Expand room behind altar
10. Add bathroom in church
11. Repointing of School Building

Our Response: People of every faith are coming
together in a united effort to pray and fast for this
intention in the coming months.
For the past 49 years, the infamous date of
January 22 has been one of solemn prayer and
remembrance for the tragedy of legalized abortion
in this country.
In these next crucial 9 months, from October
until June let us make the 22nd of each month a
special day of prayer and fasting for the Dobbs
case, in the hopes that on its 50th anniversary (Jan
22, 2023) Roe v Wade will have been finally
overturned.
Please pray the rosary in a group or as a
family for this decision. Please assist at mass
during the weekday for this intention.

Thank you for you participation.
This was a great response.
We already replaced the broken refrigerator in
the cafeteria and are working on getting a
smaller freezer, increasing electric capacity and
putting in new regulation approved sinks.
Over the next two months we will be contacting
professionals to access the scope of the projects
and create a schedule for the work to be done.
You will be notified as each project begins.
If you are or know a certified professional in any
of the above areas, please call the rectory office
and leave the information for Fr. Larry.

Many of our parishioners have notified us
that they are not getting the contribution
envelopes mailed to them and that they have
not received the letters I have mailed to all
our parishioners from time to time. If you
are not getting this in the mail, please
contact Steven at the rectory office
(Wednesdays – Fridays).

Once again none of this would be possible
without your very generous contributions to the
capital campaign, a large stock donation, and
your regular weekly donations. Many thanks to
our Finance Committee for their advice and
support in these projects.
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