
4th - 6th Grade

Curriculum Connections: Social Studies, English, Language Arts, Reading

Thematic Connections: Citizenship, Friendship, Community, Responsibility, Tolerance, Inclusion

Overview: 
The goal of this lesson is to introduce the concept of Martin Luther King’s vision of The Beloved Community and why community 
is important. It is important for this age group to learn about community for the following reasons:

• Prepares students for engaging in community action in the future 

• Fosters tolerance and inclusion of those who are different from us 

• Begins broadening students’ understanding of community 

Goals for 4th - 6th graders learning about The Beloved Community:

• Build awareness of others who are different from us

• Begin laying a foundation for understanding how to live in a diverse community  

• Provide tangible means for students to contribute to making their community safe for all people 

In this lesson plan we’ve provided suggested videos, discussion questions, and an activity – we strongly encourage group dis-
cussion and the activity to ensure students are learning through participation. 

To prepare yourself to lead this lesson, check out the one-pager on The Beloved Community.

Discussion Questions BEFORE Reading:
• What is a community? 

• How would you describe the community where you live?

• What should happen when people are in a community together?

Read the book God’s Dream by Desmond Tutu LeUyen Pham,  
and Douglas Carlton Abrams together:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5968NvmvUk
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https://assets.website-files.com/57c9ed35ad17c7800714e59a/60354e6cfd8c3e1420bbd807_RITI_Overview_February2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5968NvmvUk


Discussion Questions AFTER Reading:
• What is one of your “loveliest of dreams?”

• What does it look like to treat people as a “whole person?”

• What are ways that you have felt loved by others?

• How can we make others around us feel loved? 

• What are some ways we can help God’s Dream come true in our own community?

Reflection Activity:

Have students create their own vision for their school or class community.  Based on their vision for 
their community, have students write a class covenant. Here are some examples:

This covenant guides the way we interact with each other. 

• We will strive to be kind to each other and to respect each other’s opinions. We will be careful with our assumptions and 
ask our classmates questions that can help us to understand their opinions. If there is a misunderstanding, we will attempt to 
clarify what was meant.

• We will refrain from putting down other people’s ideas or making fun of their beliefs. 

• We will not engage in lashon hara—gossip and slander—either inside or outside the classroom.

• We will strive to create an environment in which everyone is comfortable sharing and no one dominates the conversation. 
We will be mindful of how much we are talking and encourage our classmates to share their ideas. We will also respect our 
classmates who choose to listen instead of speak. 

• We will refrain from blaming or judging each other. We will strive to be gentle with each other, remembering that 
sometimes we will be discussing sensitive or painful topics. 

• We will speak only for ourselves and not for other people. 

Although we commit to keeping this covenant, sometimes we will fall short. We will try to recognize those times and apologize 
when we hurt someone’s feelings.  
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Suggested Videos

Learn about Katharine Drexel and the work she did to help initiate The Beloved Community  
in the world.  Read the info sheet about who she is and how she is connected to Nashville and  
watch this video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-L0CJETLOms&feature=emb_logo (23min)

Discussion Questions:
• Who was Katharine Drexel?

• What did she do to impact her world?

• How did she use what she had to make a difference for those different from her?

• Why did she make a good candidate to be a saint?

• What would you do if you do anything to change the world?

Listen to this excerpt from Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech “Birth of a New Nation:”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeCzzRY_RI8 MLK Beloved Community  (8min)

Discussion Questions:
• What is redemption?

• What is reconciliation?

• What do you think King means by “the aftermath of nonviolence” is redemption and reconciliation?

• What do you think King means by “the aftermath of violence is emptiness and bitterness?”

• What is the risk in seeking to live in this way?

Activity Options:

Writing:

• Have students write about their dream for their community.

• Have students write letters to the principal about how the school can improve their community.

Art:

• Have students draw a picture of what community looks like to them.

• Have students create a collaborative art piece.  
Check these out: https://www.pinterest.com/snickel3/collaborative-art-projects-for-kids/

Service Opportunities:

• Have students make encouraging signs for the school hallways.

• Invite a community leader to share about their vision for their community.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-L0CJETLOms&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeCzzRY_RI8+MLK+Beloved+Community
https://www.pinterest.com/snickel3/collaborative-art-projects-for-kids/

