
March 31, 2022 
 
The Honorable Deb Haaland  
Secretary, Department of the Interior  
1849 C Street, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20240  
 
Dear Secretary Haaland: 
 
As spiritual leaders from diverse traditions across the country, we are united in our support of increased 
protections for the Greater Chaco Landscape. We thank you for the proposal to withdraw future oil and 
gas drilling from the 10-mile area surrounding Chaco Culture National Historical Park.  
 
As a UNESCO World Heritage site, Chaco Canyon tells an ancient and powerful story of the rich 
history, culture, spirituality and resiliency of Indigenous communities throughout the American 
Southwest. Since time immemorial, these communities have had a deep and sacred connection to the 
land, water, and wildlife of this important area. It is our moral responsibility as a nation, and our sacred 
task as spiritual leaders to be responsible stewards of creation and work to protect places of such 
remarkable cultural, spiritual, historical and ecological significance.  
 
Centuries ago, Chaco Canyon was a ceremonial, agricultural and thriving economic center where Native 
people built magnificent great houses, astronomical observation sites, and ceremonial kivas. These areas 
continue to be places of prayer, healing and pilgrimage for various Pueblo and Tribal communities 
today. Over the years, excessive oil and gas drilling around Chaco Canyon has damaged air and water 
quality and caused immense harm to the health of children, families and local communities. The 
proposed withdrawal will ensure that we safeguard thousands of archeological and sacred sites and 
protect clean air and water for the surrounding communities for generations to come.  
 
The Chaco Culture National Historical Park and the surrounding area also provide critical wildlife 
habitat to a diverse array of species ranging from elk and mule deer to large predators like cougar, 
bobcats and badgers as well as a wide variety of birds and reptiles. However, development of oil and gas 
wells, roads, pipelines, and other infrastructure have severely impacted the area’s wildlife. The proposed 
withdrawal will ensure the protection of over 350,000 acres of key wildlife habitat as well as protect the 
area’s unique biodiversity.  
 
The lands in the Greater Chaco region are spiritually, historically and ecologically significant to New 
Mexico's Indigenous communities and deserve greater protection. Please approve the proposed 
administrative withdrawal on federal lands surrounding Chaco Culture National Historical Park. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 
Reverend Andrew Black 
EarthKeepers 360 & First Presbyterian 
Church of Santa Fe  
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 

Joseph Brophy Toledo  
Flower Hill Institute  
Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024 



Sister Joan Brown, osf  
Executive Director New Mexico Interfaith 
Power and Light  
Albuquerque, NM 87125 

Rabbi Nahum Ward-Lev  
Author: The Liberating Path of the Hebrew 
Prophets: Then and Now   
Santa Fe, NM 87505 

 
 
 
 
 


