
 

 

 

“Hello” from the Wealden Prevention Team. 
 
This is the latest edition of our Newsletter. The aim is to provide a summary of some of our pro-active engagement - 
activity that is over and above the routine deployment of officers to urgent calls and crime enquiries that happen 
every day across the district.  
 
What follows is just a snapshot of some of that engagement activity in the last two months… 
 
Patrols: 
 
This month our officers and PCSO’s have been to all sorts of areas around Wealden. Here are just some of the 
patrols that we have conducted throughout April and May: 
 

 Polegate and Willingdon - including areas such as the train station and high street targeting anti-social 
behaviour. 

 Pevensey and Westham  - after reports of suspicious vehicles in the area 

 Hailsham - to deter any anti-social behaviour caused by youths. In addition, on 7th April reassurance patrols 
were conducted after a recent sheep worrying incident on Rickney Lane, and further reassurance patrols 
were also conducted on 17th April after a robbery occurred within the High Street. 

 Hellingly - where we completed high visibility patrols due to reports of young people trying to get into 
derelict buildings  

 Crowborough – on 4th April we attended Crowborough due to a report of a moped riding at speed along 
Farningham Road most evenings. The owner of the mopeds were visited and given advice. 

 Ashdown Forest – Following reports of car breaks at beauty spots in the area (A lovely walker even bought 
us an ice-cream)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



April  
 
Safety and Fun Days 
 
During April our officers joined East Sussex Fire 
and Rescue Service for their free fun and safety 
days in Crowborough, Hailsham and Uckfield.  
 
These days focused on personal safety and 
accident prevention covering areas such as fire, 
water and road safety. It was a day for plenty of 
fun and opportunities for both children and carers 
to pick up some useful messages about safety 
along the way. The day also included children’s 
entertainers, face painting, badge making, arts 
and crafts and outdoor games.  
 

 
Police Property Act Fund Donation  
 
Our Integrated Offender Management Team secured a 
significant sum of money (£15,000) to donate to Reformed 
East Sussex. These funds will help Reformed East Sussex 
provide help to service users in East Sussex for the next six 
months by improving their prospects and job opportunities as 
they resettle back into the community. These funds were 
donated as part of our commitment to help reduce 
reoffending and reduce harm to the public caused by repeat 
offenders working closely with our partner agencies in 
supporting ‘a life away from crime’.   

Uckfield Youth Club 
 
PCSO Choppin, alongside other partners, has been working very hard 
over the past few months to get Uckfield Youth Club reopened. On 

25th April, we are pleased to say, 
it officially reopened and is 
available to children aged 11 – 12 
at the Downsview Crescent Youth 
Centre on the Manor Park Estate.  
 
This Project will allow a safe space 
for young individuals to socialise, 
take part in different activities 
and hopefully to guide future 
generations in a positive way.  
 
Community Meetings 
 
We have undertaken a number of 
community meetings across the 
district this month. PCSOs Whitaker and Choppin presented a safety talk to 
year four pupils at Hellingly school and later presented a cheque to Friends of 
Grovelands School to help towards clearing up their forest school which had 
sadly suffered some vandalism. Meanwhile Community Speedwatch joined 
officers at a drop in session at St Wilfred’s Church in Pevensey Bay. 



 

 

May  
 
Scam Talks  
 
PCSO Choppin has been busy teaming up with Natwest to offer 
valuable scam prevention advice to members of the public 
around Wealden. She has attended Tesco, Hailsham, 
DippyDooDahs Café, Hailsham and the James West Centre in 
Hailsham, with further dates to be added in the future.  
 
In addition PCSO Lewis attended a home of a vulnerable victim 
who had sadly been a victim of fraud to offer crime prevention 
advice and help with call blocking devices to prevent them from 
becoming another victim of fraud and financial loss. 
 
This is all part of Operation Signature – Our commitment to 
keeping vulnerable people safe from fraud. 

 
Heathfield Agricultural Show  
 
PCSO’s Gilling and Tomsett attended the Heathfield Agricultural Show. 
They had a great time interacting with the public and engaging with the 
community. Our rural areas often experience quite a different type of 
crime to our towns and it is important to understand these issues and 
how we can work together to prevent it. 
 
Uckfield Anti – Social Behaviour 
 
One of our priorities at the moment is working hard to tackle anti-social 
behaviour and crimes in Uckfield.  
 
Alongside enforcement we have been working with a number of 
partnership agencies such as the British Transport Police to tackle issues 
on the railways and local stations.  
 

Partnership working has been fundamental in dealing with these issues and we have placed a much greater 
emphasis on local engagement – 
more specifically with work by 
PCSO Sue Choppin which has 
improved the communication and 
engagement between Uckfield 
based agencies, residents and 
businesses.  
 
The Prevention team have a very 
good relationship with key 
stakeholders and PCSO Choppin 
undertakes a monthly slot on 
Uckfield FM. This provides a great 
opportunity to showcase the work 
that we have been doing. Finally, Operation Blitz has been routinely deploying to the town at weekends.  
 



 

 

Are you ‘In the Know’?  
 
If you would like to know more about what we’ve been up to sign up to ‘In the Know’ where you can receive regular 
updates on topics such as missing persons, crimes in your area, crime prevention advice and more, you can sign up 
here: https://www.intheknow.community/.  
 
 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter here:  
@WealdenPolice  
 

 

 

 

Operation Blitz  
 
Operation Blitz is the dedicated policing initiative by local Officers and PCSOs to tackle nuisance behaviour and low 
level crime. It operates on Friday and Saturday evenings and other key dates such as school holidays. There was an 
enhanced level of Blitz patrols in the school Easter holiday period. 
 
Officers are allocated specific tasks and areas to identify young people that are involved in anti-social behaviour and 
to investigate any offences that have involved the sale of alcohol to underage persons.  
 
Over the period of February to March, as a result of Operation Blitz there have been: 
 

- 20 calls to the Blitz phone 
- 13 stops where words of advice were given 
- 10 alcohol seizures 
- 3 cannabis seizures  

 

Crime Reductions  
 
We are continually working to refine our patrols and engagement activity in order to continue to keep everyone 
safe and feeling safe across Wealden. As we do this we hope that it will continue to build on the reductions in crime 
and anti – social behaviour we have seen throughout Wealden so far this year. 
 
We are continuing to see a reduction in areas such as burglary, theft from vehicles and anti-social behaviour, with 
total crime across Wealden also decreasing.  
 
Phone: 101 
Email : 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk 
Online: www.sussex.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/ 

https://www.intheknow.community/
mailto:101@sussex.pnn.police.uk
http://www.sussex.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/


Crime Prevention Campaigns  
 
This month we have been raising awareness around a number of issues including: 
 
Romance Fraud  
 
We have been encouraging victims of romance 
fraud to report the ‘fraudster’ who has targeted 
them anonymously, via an online form.  
 
We have linked up with Scamalytics who have 
produced a form which, once completed (free of 
charge), will be sent to genuine dating services for 
them to check against their users data to detect 
suspected romance fraudsters. 
 
Romance fraud is a fast growing issue which affects both men and women. Fraudsters will prey on their victims 
building, what feels like, a loving relationship before asking for money to help with a problem they are experiencing.  
 
For more information on Romance Fraud and how to report it via the Scamalytics form please click here. 

 
Operation Magpie  
 
Out of 43 UK Police forces, Sussex is one of the safest places to live 
with low rates of burglary compared to other counties across 
England. There were 567 burglaries in Wealden from May 2018 – 
May 2019, 92 fewer offences (14%), over the same period in 2018. 
 
Sussex Police takes reports of such crimes seriously, especially 
where vulnerable members of the community are targeted.  
 

To help protect yourself this summer whether you are home or planning a trip away, please read our crime 
prevention advice online: https://www.sussex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/residential-burglary/. 
 
Communities can work together to prevent crime. By joining an existing Neighbourhood Watch scheme or becoming 
a Neighbourhood Watch coordinator your community can be stronger together. To find out more about 
Neighbourhood Watch, visit their website. 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming engagement: 
 
Below are some of the events your local Policing Prevention team will be involved in the next two months: 
 
Safety in action has been taking place on various dates throughout June 2019. At Herstmonceux we participated in 
sessions each day between the 3rd and 7th June. Sessions at Bowles Outdoor Pursuits Centre have been well 
attended between the 17th to 21st June. 
 
19th June - Children’s Safety Day, Luxford Field Uckfield  
 
26th June 11am – 1pm – Drop in Centre at Millbrook Garden Centre 
 
1st July 10am – 11am – Wealden Council Drop in Session, Vicarage Lane, Hailsham 
 

https://scamalytics.com/report-scammers/?r=ssx1
https://www.sussex.police.uk/romance-fraud
https://www.sussex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/residential-burglary/
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/


 


