
Reopening Video 12.09.2020

Greetings Calvary family! 

All of you watching this video are probably already aware that we are reopening for in-
person gatherings once again at our campus, this Sunday, December 13th. The 
leadership and staff are so grateful for the opportunity to gather together once again, 
and are eager to see you here this coming Sunday. 

I’d like to thank those of you who have been praying for the elders and pastors as we 
continue to make decisions for our church family in challenging times for ministry. We 
are so grateful for your prayer support. 

I’d also like to take just a moment to invite you, in a small way, into our thinking about 
being open, “pausing” gatherings, and now opening again. You see, what we have been 
trying our best to do is balance the physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual health of 
those in our care, and how that impacts our mission in the wider community in which 
we live and serve.  

By way of reminder, you’ll remember that our reasoning for pausing at the beginning of 
November was because of the number of cases rising rapidly in our community, and in 
our church family, and particularly in our volunteer teams who enable us to effectively 
minister. All of those things came together in such a way we felt it wise to pause. In 
other words, that physical health part of the equation was taking priority. 

We are grateful to see that, over the last month, cases in our church family have 
plateaued and decreased, many of our volunteers on key ministry teams that were sick 
have recovered, and the spike of COVID cases in our community has also slowed. At 
the same time, we have noted the increasing effects of this pandemic on our church 
family, and wider community, in the areas of emotional, mental, and spiritual health.  

Therefore, as we have sought to balance the concerns of all aspects of the health of the 
whole person, we think it wise to reopen, and be the church and gather once again. 
And this is very important: we want to do so in as safe a way as possible and in a way 
that supports the efforts of our wider community to keep the spread as slow as 
possible, so we don’t further overwhelm the exhausted and depleted men and women 
serving in our medical facilities. 

So, here’s what our Sunday gathering will look like. 
• Masks will be required as you enter our building, and throughout the duration of the 

service, to be removed as you depart. 
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• We won’t be offering Calvary kids quite yet, but will be trying to make the gathering 
a bit more “family-style,” if you will. We’ll be working to keep the service around 60 
minutes long, as it can be hard for young ones to go much longer than that. And our 
Calvary Kids team will provide resources specifically for the youngest among us, to 
keep them engaged during the service. 

• And while the lobby and sanctuary will be beautifully decorated for the Christmas 
season, we won’t be offering our coffee service for now, and the cafe area will be 
roped off. 

If these adjustments are an obstacle for you, or you don’t quite feel comfortable 
attending a larger, in-person gathering, we completely understand. Please remember 
that the Livestream is here to stay, and is always available as an option for you to take 
part in our service. 

As I’ve said before on behalf of the pastors and elders: these are difficult decisions to 
make as we continue to navigate challenging times for life and ministry. We should all 
be praying that God would have mercy on us, and bring an end to this pandemic, so 
that we might be able to gather together again one day, without restraint or restriction 
because of a virus. Until then, we’ll do all we can to minister the best we can, with his 
help, and by his grace. 

I’m looking forward to being with you on Sunday, to move one step closer to Jesus. 

I love you Calvary family. 
Merry Christmas!
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