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INTRODUCTION

1) INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT

1.1 Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council commissioned LUC in October 2016 to review and update
the existing landscape character evidence base, and produce an updated landscape character
assessment and landscape sensitivity assessment. The landscape character assessment is
presented as a separate report and should be read as context to this landscape sensitivity
assessment.

1.2 This landscape sensitivity assessment is intended to provide context for policies and proposals
within the emerging Local Plan, in particular in relation to built development (both housing and
commercial). Itis at a landscape character area scale and therefore is intended to provide a
general overview of comparative landscape sensitivity around the key settlements based on
landscape character. The information within each assessment can be used to identify key
sensitivities in each assessment area, and to achieve best integration of built development in each
area. It is too broad a scale to make judgements on the appropriateness of specific developments
on individual sites (and does not consider specific development proposals where these might
exist), but can provide the context for more detailed studies of individual sites.

HOW TO ASSESS SPECIFIC SITES

1.3 This assessment considers sensitivity of relatively broad areas to the ‘principle’ of development.
As well as providing an overall indication of relative landscape sensitivity of different areas, it
provides guidance about what sort of locations might be most appropriate for development. This
information provides useful context for a more detailed assessment of specific site options. The
following questions provide a structure for appraising a specific site within each area:

Which assessment area does the site lie in and what is the sensitivity level for the assessment area?

¥

Are there any indications of which areas would have higher or lower sensitivity and how does the site fit with this?

¥

Would development on the site affect any of the ‘key sensitivities’?

¥

Would development on the site be in line with the ‘guidance’ provided for the area?

¥

How should the development respond to the sensitivities highlighted?
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INTRODUCTION

STRUCTURE OF THIS REPORT

1.4 This report comprises:
. Section 1 (this section) which sets out an introduction and background;
. Section 2 which presents the methodology; and
. Section 3 which presents the results.

1.5 This report is supported by the following appendices:

e Appendix 1 provides a glossary of terms.

HINCKLEY & BOSWORTH LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 5

September 2017
ASSESSMENT



METHODOLOGY

2) METHODOLOGY

IDENTIFYING THE AREAS FOR ASSESSMENT

2.1 A list of key areas for assessment was provided by Hinckley and Bosworth Council, based on
existing and future pressures for development in the borough. This resulted in the following areas
of pressure focus the assessment:

- Orton on the Hill to Twycross

- Sheepy Magna & surroundings (north of B5000)
- Witherley & surroundings (south of B5000)
- Mira & surroundings

- Higham on the Hill

- Hinckley west & north

- Sketchley

- Burbage south and east

- Land south of M69

- Earl Shilton north and Barwell west

- Earl Shilton east

-  Desford

- Ratby

- Markfield

- Bosworth Battlefield

2.2 The assessment areas are shown in Figure 2.2 and in more detail at the beginning of each
assessment.

TYPES OF DEVELOPMENT TO BE CONSIDERED

2.3 This assessment considers sensitivity to the most likely type of development to come forward in
Hinckley and Bosworth, that is:

. Residential development - defined as 2/3 storey properties;

. Commercial development (small scale) — defined as small-scale office, light industry or small
sheds (B1/B2); and

. Commercial development (large scale) — defined as large scale distribution warehouses and
open air storage (B8).

2.4 The assessment considers sensitivity to the ‘principle’ of these development types, without
knowing the specific size or location of potential development. Sensitivity ratings relate to field-
sized extensions rather than single houses and it should be noted that larger scale development is
likely to have a higher sensitivity in landscape terms. Therefore the sensitivity score can only be
an overall indication of relative landscape sensitivity. Sensitivity often varies across the area and
the evaluation/ landscape sensitivity judgement sections give an indication of higher or lower
sensitivity areas.

APPROACH TO ASSESSING SENSITIVITY

2.5 There is currently no published methodology for evaluating the landscape sensitivity of different
types of landscape to development. However, the Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for
England and Scotland Topic Paper 6: Techniques and Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity
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2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

(Scottish Natural Heritage and the former Countryside Agency, 2002) is a discussion paper on
landscape sensitivity and capacity and has informed LUC’s approaches over the years. The
methodology used in this study builds on LUC’s considerable experience from previous and on-
going studies of a similar nature.

Landscape sensitivity is a measure of the resilience of the landscape to change. Topic Paper 6:
Techniques and Criteria for Judging Sensitivity and Capacity defines landscape sensitivity to a
specific type of change or development as follows:

‘It should be defined in terms of the interactions between the landscape itself, the way that it is
perceived and the particular nature of the type of change or development in question.’

In this study the following definition of landscape sensitivity has been used:

Landscape sensitivity in this study is a relative measurement of the extent to which the character
of the landscape is likely to change as a result of proposed development within it.

For example, a higher sensitivity area would likely result in greater adverse impacts on landscape
features and character while a lower sensitivity site would likely be more able to accommodate
that change without such adverse effects. However, there are always cases where good
development can be sensitively accommodated into high sensitivity landscapes, and cases where
poor development will result in adverse impacts even in low sensitivity landscapes. The guidance
provides information as to how to minimise adverse effects.

It should be noted that the term ‘sensitivity’ in this study is equivalent to term ‘susceptibility’ as
defined in the Landscape Institute and IEMA’s ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment’ (Third Edition).

Landscape and visual sensitivity has been assessed for each ‘assessment area’ with reference to
six criteria, set out in Table 2.1 overleaf.
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2.12

2.13

2.14

2.15

2.16

SENSITIVITY JUDGEMENTS

A rating for landscape sensitivity has been provided in relation to each of the development types,
according to the five point scale set out below:

Table 2.2: Sensitivity Rating Definitions

Sensitivity Definition

The character and quality of the landscape or characteristics of the landscape are highly
susceptible to being changed as a result of introducing the development type, in principle.

The character and quality of the landscape or characteristics of the landscape are
moderate-highly susceptible to being changed as a result of introducing the development

type, in principle

Medium The character and quality of the landscape or characteristics of the landscape are
moderately susceptible to being changed as a result of introducing the development type,
in principle

Low-medium | The character and quality of the landscape or characteristics of the landscape are low-
moderately susceptible to being changed as a result of introducing the development type,
in principle

Low The character and quality of the landscape or characteristics of the landscape have a low
susceptibility to being changed as a result of introducing the development type, in principle

An area rated as having high sensitivity may do so because it has a relatively high sensitivity to a
number of different criteria but it may also do so because of a particularly high sensitivity to just
one criterion.

PRESENTATION OF RESULTS

Each assessment area starts with a map showing the area being assessed and its relationship with
the landscape character areas and key environmental constraints. Following this is a short
summary of the landscape character and a couple of representative photos from the area.

This is followed by an evaluation of the assessment area using the sensitivity assessment criteria
set out in the methodology, and then an overall evaluation of sensitivity with reference to these
criteria, providing an assessment rating on a five point scale. The assessment reports on overall
sensitivity for the majority of the area, but also includes details of higher and lower sensitivity
areas where this can be determined at this scale.

This is followed by key landscape sensitivities to development which aims to set out those
features and characteristics that are most sensitive to built development, and this is followed by
guidance for any potential development.
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3)

RESULTS

SUMMARY TABLE OF RESULTS

3.1 The table below gives a summary of the comparative landscape sensitivity of each assessment
area for residential and commercial development. It should be noted that this reports on overall
sensitivity for the majority of the area but does not include variation of sensitivity within the area.
Table 3.1 Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Summary
Area Area Name Residential Commercial Commercial

development development development
(B1/B2) (B8)
Orton on the Hill to Twycross
2 Sheepy Magna & surroundings
(north of B5000)
3 Witherley & surroundings (south
of B5000)
4 MIRA & surroundings
5 Higham on the Hill
6 Hinckley west & north
7 Sketchley
8 Burbage south and east
9 Land south of M69
10 Earl Shilton north and Barwell
west
11 Earl Shilton east
12 Desford
13 Ratby
14 Markfield
15 Bosworth Battlefield
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10. EARL SHILTON NORTH AND BARWELL WEST

Settlement The area has a rural character, with low hedgerows and hedgerow trees M-H
setting combining with smaller, more naturalistic areas around the watercourses
to provide a simple and unified landscape. This scenic quality
contributes to the attractive setting of the settlements from the many
public footpaths that transect the area and country lanes leading into
the settlement. Views to the countryside from the north-east of Barwell
(e.g. from Kirkby Road) and from the north-eastern edge of Earl Shilton
(from the area of the church and castle site) are important elements of
their rural settings.

There are smaller areas to the north of the Earl Shilton that are less
characteristic of the wider agricultural landscape and so contribute less
to the settlement setting.

Visual character | The low hedgerows forming the field boundaries allow for long wide M-H
views across the agricultural landscape to a wooded skyline contributing
to a rural backdrop. In views towards the settlement, church spires form
landmarks on an uncluttered skyline. Views are more transient where
mature hedgerow trees are common close to the settlement edge and
Stapleton. Undulations in landform reinforce the sense of openness
although swathes of woodland along watercourses provide some
localised enclosure, particularly to the west of Barwell.

Perceptual The area is tranquil and sparsely settled with only isolated farmsteads M-H
qualities and the small rural community of Stapleton providing built development
in the landscape. Local variations in landform and mature vegetation
within field boundaries also contribute a strong sense of rurality and
sense of remoteness.

Historic The historic features are concentrated in and around Stapleton with the M
character Grade II* listed Church of St Martin in the centre of the village having
origins dating back to the 14" century. There are also a small number of
farmhouses and stables around the village including one associated with
the church that is Grade II listed. The moated site in the north survives
in good condition and was originally one of two in the locality. The island
has associations with the development of the nearby manor house.

The HLC identifies some of the farmland as post medieval piecemeal and
planned enclosure. The piecemeal enclosure is recognised by its small to
medium sized irregular fields with at least two boundaries being s-curve
or dog leg, whilst the planned enclosure demonstrates small or large
field with geometric boundaries.

Evaluation of criteria and landscape sensitivity judgement

The assessment area is considered to have overall medium-high sensitivity to residential and
commercial development and high sensitivity to larger commercial development, due to the rural and
relatively tranquil character and the great intervisibility with the wider countryside from local
highpoints. The settlement edge is relatively open with some small urbanising land uses located
adjacent however, the simple pattern of agricultural fields provides an attractive setting to the
settlement with great views experienced from the many public footpaths that extend from the built
edge and connect with neighbouring towns and villages. Some historic features still remain in the
landscape and contribute to the character of the area.
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APPENDICES

4) APPENDICES

4.1 The supporting appendices to the Landscape Sensitivity Assessment are as follows:

Appendix 1: Glossary
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Midlands-Style Hedge Laying

Also known as The Midland Bullock. An ancient rural craft that involves
driving stakes into the ground behind the line of roots facing the road
or plough land, with brush on the animal side to stop them from
eating new growth. The hedge slopes towards the animals, and strong
binding is woven along the top providing additional strength so that
bullocks cannot twist it off with their horns.

Natural Character

Character as a result of natural or semi-natural features such as
woodland, grassland, hedgerows etc.

NCA

National Character Area — defined within the National Character Area
Study, Natural England (2013) - NCAs divide England into 159 distinct
natural areas. Each is defined by a unique combination of landscape,
biodiversity, geodiversity, history, and cultural and economic activity.

Nucleated Settlements

A settlement that is clustered around a centre, in comparison to a
linear or dispersed settlement.

Outcrop A rock formation that is visible on the surface.

0s Ordnance Survey.

Perceptual The ability to interpret or become aware of something through the
senses.

Sensitivity A judgement of how sensitive or vulnerable a landscape component is
to change.

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest.

Till Unsorted glacial sediment, derived from the erosion and entrainment

of material by the moving ice of a glacier.




