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1) INTRODUCTION  

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT 

1.1 Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council commissioned LUC in October 2016 to review and update 

the existing landscape character evidence base, and produce an updated landscape character 

assessment and landscape sensitivity assessment.  The landscape character assessment is 

presented as a separate report and should be read as context to this landscape sensitivity 

assessment.   

1.2 This landscape sensitivity assessment is intended to provide context for policies and proposals 

within the emerging Local Plan, in particular in relation to built development (both housing and 

commercial).  It is at a landscape character area scale and therefore is intended to provide a 

general overview of comparative landscape sensitivity around the key settlements based on 

landscape character.  The information within each assessment can be used to identify key 

sensitivities in each assessment area, and to achieve best integration of built development in each 

area.  It is too broad a scale to make judgements on the appropriateness of specific developments 

on individual sites (and does not consider specific development proposals where these might 

exist), but can provide the context for more detailed studies of individual sites.   

HOW TO ASSESS SPECIFIC SITES 

1.3 This assessment considers sensitivity of relatively broad areas to the ‘principle’ of development.  

As well as providing an overall indication of relative landscape sensitivity of different areas, it 

provides guidance about what sort of locations might be most appropriate for development.  This 

information provides useful context for a more detailed assessment of specific site options.  The 

following questions provide a structure for appraising a specific site within each area:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Are there any indications of which areas would have higher or lower sensitivity and how does the site fit with this? 

Would development on the site be in line with the ‘guidance’ provided for the area? 

 

Which assessment area does the site lie in and what is the sensitivity level for the assessment area? 

 

Would development on the site affect any of the ‘key sensitivities’? 

 

How should the development respond to the sensitivities highlighted? 
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STRUCTURE OF THIS REPORT 

1.4 This report comprises: 

 Section 1 (this section) which sets out an introduction and background; 

 Section 2 which presents the methodology; and 

 Section 3 which presents the results. 

1.5 This report is supported by the following appendices: 

 Appendix 1 provides a glossary of terms. 
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2) METHODOLOGY  

IDENTIFYING THE AREAS FOR ASSESSMENT 

2.1 A list of key areas for assessment was provided by Hinckley and Bosworth Council, based on 

existing and future pressures for development in the borough. This resulted in the following areas 

of pressure focus the assessment: 

- Orton on the Hill to Twycross 

- Sheepy Magna & surroundings (north of B5000) 

- Witherley & surroundings (south of B5000) 

- Mira & surroundings 

- Higham on the Hill 

- Hinckley west & north 

- Sketchley 

- Burbage south and east 

- Land south of M69 

- Earl Shilton north and Barwell west 

- Earl Shilton east 

- Desford 

- Ratby  

- Markfield 

- Bosworth Battlefield 

 

2.2 The assessment areas are shown in Figure 2.2 and in more detail at the beginning of each 

assessment. 

TYPES OF DEVELOPMENT TO BE CONSIDERED 

2.3 This assessment considers sensitivity to the most likely type of development to come forward in 

Hinckley and Bosworth, that is: 

 Residential development – defined as 2/3 storey properties; 

 Commercial development (small scale) – defined as small-scale office, light industry or small 

sheds (B1/B2); and 

 Commercial development (large scale) – defined as large scale distribution warehouses and 

open air storage (B8). 

2.4 The assessment considers sensitivity to the ‘principle’ of these development types, without 

knowing the specific size or location of potential development.  Sensitivity ratings relate to field-

sized extensions rather than single houses and it should be noted that larger scale development is 

likely to have a higher sensitivity in landscape terms.  Therefore the sensitivity score can only be 

an overall indication of relative landscape sensitivity.  Sensitivity often varies across the area and 

the evaluation/ landscape sensitivity judgement sections give an indication of higher or lower 

sensitivity areas.   

APPROACH TO ASSESSING SENSITIVITY 

2.5 There is currently no published methodology for evaluating the landscape sensitivity of different 

types of landscape to development. However, the Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for 

England and Scotland Topic Paper 6: Techniques and Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity 






















































































