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Hemmels provides a ‘new car’ buying experience of classic (1954-1971) Mercedes-Benz SL 

motorcars for a clientele seeking the world’s finest standard. 

With new chrome, leather seats, tyres, interior carpets and glass complemented by a full 

mechanical rebuild Hemmels restorations look, feel and drive like new cars. 

Concentrating on the original and highest-valued SL models (280SL, 300SL and 190SL) 

clients choose their paint and interior colours, options and preferences. Hemmels then 

sources the original car and creates it to the client’s specification.   

Clients follow the progress of each car on their smartphone or tablet through a private portal.   

Like a new vehicle purchase, each Hemmels car has standard pricing (starting at £225K 

GBP / $295K USD to over £1.7M GBP / $ 2.2M USD) and comes with a full parts & labour 

warranty.  

The Cars 

The iconic 300 SL with its gullwing doors or roadster option was voted the car of the century 

by industry writers.  Film stars, industry magnates and world leaders have all been owners of 

the 300 SL including: Sophia Loren, Clark Gable, Jay Leno and Natalie Wood. 

The smaller, sporty 190 SL, with both soft and hard tops, also attracted its share of stars: 

Zsa Zsa Gabor, Gina Lollobrigida, Prince Rainier of Monaco and Grace Kelly, Ingrid 

Bergmann, Yul Brynner, Alfred Hitchcock, and Ringo Starr. Hemmels is currently restoring 

Dame Shirley Bassey’s 190 SL, having re-imported the car from the USA. 

The 280 SL, nicknamed the ‘Pagoda’ due to its concave roof, is the most popular car offered 

due to a blend of elegance, engineering and practicality. A two-seater roadster with both 

hardtop and soft-top options, the car has a sizable boot-space making it practical as a daily 

driver. 

Unique Approach 

Hemmels is unique in that it restores every component on the car to be better than new.  In 

the car industry, “restoration” has a very loose definition.  To some, a “restored” car could 

mean simply a good clean-up and a bit of touch-up paint.   

Hemmels uses an identical re-manufacturing process to rebuild each car called the 

Neugeboren (“new born”) Process.  The process demands that each car is completely 

stripped down, catalogued, and then painstakingly rebuilt and improved to be better than 

new. A detailed Neugeboren Process has been developed for each model, marrying the 

quality and assurance of 21st century manufacturing practices to hand-crafted workmanship. 

For example, the Mercedes-Benz 280 SL Neugeboren Process takes exactly 52 weeks to 

rebuild, test and make ready for delivery. 

The facility in Cardiff employs over 40 craftsmen and women across seven industrial units 

that house a showroom, rebuild shop, engine & gearbox bay, paint booth, body shop, leather 

& carpet area, donor car storage and a parts and supplies department.  

Hemmels has a capacity of 40 restorations per annum.  
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September 2018: New Owner & Growth Plans 

In September 2018 Richard Butterfield, entrepreneur, purchased the majority of shares and 

became chairman of Hemmels.  Mr. Butterfield is also chairman and founder of Principle 

Group, an international brand management company for Jaguar Land Rover, BMW, 

Mercedes-Benz, HSBC and other multinational corporations.   

The company intends to grow its presence in key markets and expand the product portfolio. 

Citing customer experience as a cornerstone to its brand, Hemmels will further enhance the 

ownership journey for its target audience of discerning clients.  

Approximately 60% of clients are from the UK with USA, Australia, Hong Kong/China being 

the other largest markets. 

Accolades/Notables 

• Hemmels has been selected by the Mercedes-Benz Brooklands Museum (UK) to be 

their official repairer of classic cars 

• A Hemmels car has also been selected for display in the main foyer of the Mercedes-

Benz Brooklands Museum from November 2018 

• Hemmels is the largest client of Mercedes-Benz for classic car parts in the UK and 

possibly the world 

Videos 

• Petrolicious: Perfecting the Perfect Pagoda 

https://petrolicious.com/articles/hemmels-mercedes-is-perfecting-the-pagoda-and-

beyond 

• Neugeboren Process: Youtube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJV5meedLUo&t=0s 

• A Customer’s Journey: Youtube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiUoiNuoyKU 

Images 

• See https://www.hemmels.com/gallery-of-classic-mercedes-benz-images-including-

w113-w198-and-w121-cars for imagery 

 

• Photos of Joseph Sullivan (MD), Iain Wood (Marketing), Melissa Whitehouse 

(Finance Director) and Richard Butterfield (Chairman) are available upon request 

 

• More photos are available by request. Hemmels has an in-house photographer who 

can assist with special photo requirements 

 

• Hi-res/RAW images are available 

Contact: 

Iain Wood, Head of Marketing 

Iain.wood@hemmels.com 

07500 967 391 

www.hemmels.com 
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