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Letter from the Chair: 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
Welcome to the Senate! My name is Jackson, and I am so excited to be your chair in 
this year’s conference. I’m a third-year student at Stanford, where I study Public Policy - 
hence my fascination with the Senate! I’m an avid member of Stanford in Government 
and the President of the Stanford Political Union. Outside of my academic passions, you 
can find me on the basketball court, rooting for the New York Knicks and Jets (often 
followed by tears, as you may imagine), or listening to some of my favorite hip-hop 
songs. 
 
Firstly, I want to acknowledge how difficult a year this has been. Whether it be facing 
the medical effects of the pandemic, being further exposed to the institutional 
discrimination and racism in our nation, or even simply feeling jaded by the changes in 
life we have all faced, I understand that we are all facing challenges both unique to us 
as individuals and common to all of us as inhabitants of our planet. Please feel free to 
reach out to me with any concerns about circumstances that might affect your 
performance on this committee, as well as if you just need a pair of ears to listen to your 
thoughts; trust me, I need that here and there. 
 
Furthermore, as you all know, 2020 has been an eventful year for the U.S. Congress as 
well, having undergone an impeachment process as well as geopolitical tensions 
abroad. 1974 was another year that saw both of these developments. American 
strategy in the face of an oil embargo challenged members of the Senate that you will 
be portraying, and these challenges were accentuated by the impeachment process 
and subsequent resignation of a guilty President Nixon. As Chair, I am giving you the 
opportunity to relive history and perhaps change it in the process! I hope we can have 
fun with this committee (meaning whichever one of you is portraying Senator Biden, 
don’t worry too much about whether any of your decisions might affect your election 
chances some time down the line :) ). 
 
Feel free to reach me at jsr2022@stanford.edu with any questions as we approach the 
conference. I cannot wait to meet you all! In the meantime, enjoy a fruitful beginning to 
this unique school year, and, please, stay healthy and well. 
 
Sincerely, 

mailto:jsr2022@stanford.edu
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Jackson Richter  
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Topic A: Response to the Arab Oil Embargo 

As the 1970s began, it became increasingly clear that the United States’ role in 

the Middle East was going to change. Israel, founded in 1948, was entrenched in a war 

with Arab nations such as Egypt and Syria over violent attacks on Israel on Yom Kippur 

1973. (“Yom Kippur War”) U.S. President Richard Nixon led American support for Israel, 

and in response to this support, Arab members of the Organization of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) began an embargo against the U.S.. This action limited 

petroleum exports into the U.S. and led to reduced oil production. (“Oil Embargo, 

1973-1974”) 

President Nixon’s support for Israel was the straw that broke the camel’s back for 

OPEC, rather than the sole factor that led to the embargo. When he took America off 

the gold standard in 1971, OPEC nations faced diminishing U.S. dollar values for 

monetary exchanges related to oil, so an oil price increase began to look favorable long 

before the Yom Kippur War.  

This embargo had adverse effects on the U.S. and its inhabitants. Importantly, oil 

prices increased fourfold over the following six months, and this increase most 

prominently manifested itself in sky-high gas prices. Furthermore, because OPEC had 

such a strong influence on global oil prices, this increase demonstrated no sign of 

subsiding any time soon. In the long-run, this embargo contributed to ‘stagflation,’ a 

combination of a rise in unemployment and inflation coupled with a dramatic slowing in 

economic growth. 
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Furthermore, the U.S. entered a recession that lasted until 1975 in great part due 

to the effects of the embargo. President Nixon had imposed wage and price controls 

such that workers could not be underpaid and that prices could not fall below a certain 

level. However, because companies could not lower their prices, demand fell, and 

economic growth further came to a halt. Oil prices remained high despite the official 

conclusion of the embargo in March 1974. Because people were spending more money 

on gas, demand for other goods fell along with consumer confidence, which led to less 

spending and thus a weaker economy. The scenario was precarious, to say the least. 

(Amadeo & Boyle, 2020) 

Congress’ immediate response to the embargo was the Emergency Petroleum 

Allocation Act (EPAA) in November 1973. This legislation imposed a variety of pricing 

controls over petroleum in response to OPEC’s actions, but did not adequately prepare 

the U.S. for the nascent recession. As a part of this committee, Senators will have to 

respond to both the domestic effects of the embargo on U.S. consumerism and 

economic stagnancy, and the international effects on the U.S. position on the world 

stage. Democrats and Republicans will have to work together to create solutions that 

work, although each Senator obviously will work in the benefit of their party and/or 

constituency. 

A variety of crises will emerge during committee hours, some of which real and 

some of which fictional to ensure the element of surprise remains present. That said, 

delegates absolutely should prepare to answer the following questions at the very least: 

● How can the U.S. remedy the economic damage caused by the embargo? 
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● Is there a way for the U.S. to both support Israel and satiate OPEC nations? 

● What kind of Congressional action can take place that would make the U.S. 

better off than it actually was? 

● Where does partisanship come into play? 

● How can the U.S. maintain its leadership role on the world stage in the midst of 

the Cold War? 
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Topic B: “I am not a crook:” the Watergate Scandal and the Resignation of 

President Richard Nixon 

In the midst of the Vietnam War, President Nixon’s legacy fell on the line as 

investigators Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein began to unearth evidence of the 

President’s unconstitutional efforts to become reelected. In June of 1972, five men 

broke into the Democratic National Committee (DNC) Headquarters with bugging 

devices and were subsequently arrested. President Nixon announced at the end of 

August 1972 that an internal investigation revealed no White House involvement with 

this breakin, but Woodward and Bernstein published stories throughout the following 

two years that would undermine this conclusion. 

It soon became clear that Nixon and prominent Republicans were working 

diligently to ensure a Republican re-election. The following month, it became known that 

Nixon’s Attorney General John Mitchell had contributed to a fund to learn disparaging 

information about Democrats. The following month, the FBI revealed connections 

between White House aids and the DNC burglars. Nixon won reelection in November of 

that year, but a trial began in January 1973; the worst was clearly yet to come. 

Various members of the Administration were revealed to have been culpable, 

and soon enough, Nixon’s own connections to the scandal could no longer be hidden. 

Guilty members began to leave the Administration, but as Nixon still did not 

acknowledge his own role in the Committee to Re-Elect the President’s (CREEP) 

unlawful actions, the Senate Select Committee on Presidential Activities opened. The 

combination of harmful testimony against Nixon and Nixon’s own actions that called his 
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role in the scandal into question made it increasingly clear that the President’s 

innocence was in dire question. 

Even as Nixon’s Vice President resigned and the “Saturday Night Massacre” - or 

firing of the special prosecutor Archibald Cox - occurred, Nixon continued to maintain 

his innocence, famously proclaiming in November 1973, “I am not a crook.” (“The 

Watergate Scandal: A Timeline”) 

An impeachment trial eventually began and led to Nixon’s resignation, but the 

story of the past is now up to the present whims of my crisis directors. Senators will 

have to decide whether President Nixon truly is a crook, taking the following questions 

into consideration: 

● Is President Nixon guilty of unlawful involvement in the Watergate scandal? 

● Is impeachment the right way to hold him accountable? 

● Where does partisanship play in? 

● How can the Senate balance the needs this crisis demands with those of the 

concurrent oil embargo?  
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Character List: 

● James Eastland (D - Mississippi) 
● Lee Metcalf (D - Montana) 
● Mike Mansfield (D - Montana) 
● Robert Byrd (D - West Virginia) 
● Frank Moss (D - Utah) 
● Hugh Scott (R - Pennsylvania) 
● Robert Griffin (R - Michigan) 
● Norris Cotton (R - New Hampshire) 
● Wallace Bennett (R - Utah) 
● William Brock III (R - Tennessee) 
● John Tower (R - Texas) 
● John Sparkman (D - Alabama) 
● Ted Stevens (R - Alaska) 
● Barry Goldwater (R - Arizona) 
● J. William Fulbright (D - Arkansas) 
● Alan Cranston (D - California) 
● Floyd Haskell (D - Colorado) 
● Lowell Weicker (R - Connecticut) 
● Joe Biden (D - Delaware) 
● Edward Gurney (R - Florida) 
● Sam Nunn (D - Georgia) 
● Daniel Inouye (D - Hawaii) 
● Frank Church (D - Idaho) 
● Adlai Stevenson III (D - Illinois) 
● Birch Bayh (D - Indiana) 
● Harold Hughes (D - Iowa) 
● Bob Dole (R - Kansas) 
● Russell Long (R - Louisiana) 
● Edmund Muskie (D - Maine) 
● Charles Mathias (R - Maryland) 
● Ted Kennedy (D - Massachusetts) 
● Walter Mondale (D - Minnesota) 
● John Stennis (D - Mississippi) 
● Alan Bible (D - Nevada) 
● Pete Domenici (R - New Mexico) 
● James Buckley (C - New York) 
● Jesse Helms (R - North Carolina) 
● Milton Young (R - North Dakota) 
● Robert Taft Jr. (R - Ohio) 
● Dewey Bartlett (R - Oklahoma) 
● Mark Hatfield (R - Oregon) 
● Storm Thurmond (R - South Carolina) 
● George McGovern (D - South Dakota) 
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● Robert Stafford (R - Vermont) 
● Harry Byrd Jr. (I - Virginia) 
● Henry Jackson (D - Washington) 
● William Proxmire (D - Wisconsin) 
● Gaylord Nelson (D - Wisconsin) 
● Gale McGee (D - Wyoming) 
● Walter Huddleston (D - Kentucky) 
● Howard Baker (R - Tennessee) 
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